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e . 10 HIS SISTER. 
| On han Prot, and on the haue of Virus 
| Dear Sifer, h wes 


W458 * there any Occaſion to W for the 
Purport of this, it would be ſufficient to 


AN Yd 12s nnd che Ties of ie lad ber 
I promiſe myſelf that to you any thing of this Nature 
will be unneceflary: For though we are in the very 
Prime and Spring of our Years, ſtrongly diſpoſed to 
admire, and perfectly capacitated to reliſh the Gaieties 
of Youth ; yet we have been inured to moderate the 
Warmth of our Appetites, accuſtomed to anticipate in 
our Minds the Days of Darkneſs, and inceflantly diſci- 
plined into a Remembrance of our Creator. For my 
Part, I find no Seaſon ſo proper to addreſs one of the 
principal Sharers of my Heart, am of my neareſt and 
deareſt Relations, —_—_ 
Vor. II. made 


/ 
of 
- 
1 
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made ufe of, when either an univerſal Silence compoſes 
the Soul, and calms every turbulent Emotion, or the 
Voice of Joy and Gladneſs ſpeaking through celeſtial 
Muſick, invites to adore the Wonders of our Redeemer's 
Love, touches upon the Strings of the ſofteſt Paſſions, 
and inſpires the moſt ſweet, moſt tender Sentiments. 


As I was the other Day traverſing the Fields in queſt 
of Health, I obſerved the Meads to have loſt that Pro- 
fuſion of fragrant Odours which once perfumed the Air, 
to be diſrobed of that rich Variety of curious Dyes, 
which ſurpaſſed even Solomon in all his Glory. Not a 
ſingle Flower appears to gladden the Sight, to beſpangle 
the Ground, or enamel the barren Landſchape. The 
Clouds that ere long diſtilled in Dews of Honey, or 
poured themſelves forth in Showers of Fatneſs, now 
combine in Torrents to overflow the lifeleſs Earth, to 
bury or ſweep away all the faint Foot-ſteps of ancient 
Beauty. The Hills that were crowned with Corn, the 
Vallies that laughed and ſung under Loads of golden 
Grain; in a Word, the whole Face of Nature, that ſo 
lately rejoiced for the Abundance of her Plenty, is 
become bare, naked, and diſconſolate. As I was con- 
tinuing my Walk, and muſing on this joyleſs Scene, 
methought the ſudden Change exhibited a lively Picture 
of our frail and tranſitory State ; methought every Ob- 
ject that occurred ſeemed ſilently to forewarn me of my 
own future Condition, 


I dwelt on theſe Conſiderations ll 5 eh! in 
my Fancy, and worked themſelves out in ſuch-like 
Expreſſions. © What! muſt we undergo ſo grievous 
e an Alteration * ? We, whoſe ſprightly Blood circulates 
«© m briſkeſt Tides! We, who are the Favourites of 
* Time, on whom Youth, and Health, and Strength, 

c. ſhed their ſelecteſt Influence ! We, who are ſo apt to 
cc „doe upon ourſelves as fe from Care, or Pains, 
5 « or 
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ce or. Troubles, and privileged to drink in the Sweets of 
« Life without Reſtraint, without Alloy! Muſt we 
« forego the Sunſhine of our Enjoyments for any thing 
tc reſembling this melancholy Gloom! Muſt the ſpark- 
« ling Eye ſet in haggard Dimneſs? The lovely 
tt Features and glowing Cheeks be obſcured by pale 
cc Deformity ? Muſt ſoft and gay Deſires be baniſhed 
« from our Breaſts, or Mirth and Jollity from .our 
« Converſation? Muſt the Vigour of our Age fall 
« away like Water that runneth apace, and the bliſsful 
« Minutes of the Prime of our Years vaniſh like a 
« Dream? If this be our Caſe, i in vain ſure do we boaſt 
« our ſuperior Felicity, in vain do we glory i in being 
te the Darlings of Heaven. The inanimate Creation 
ce droop indeed, ſicken and languiſh, for a time, but 
« quickly revive, rejoice, and again ſhine forth in their 
e brighteſt Luſtre : tis true, they relinquiſh, at the 
« Approach of Winter, their verdant Honours, but reſt 


« fully ſure of receiving them with Intereſt from the 


te ſucceeding Spring. But Man, when he has paſſed 
« the Autumn of his Maturity, when he has once re- 
« ſigned himſelf into the cold Embraces of Age, bids 
te a long, an eternal Adieu to all that's entertaining, 
te amiable, or endearing; no pleaſing Expectations re- 
« freſh his Mind; not the leaſt Dawnings of Hope 
« glimmer in to qualify the darkſome Laoking-for of 
« Death.” | 


I had not long indulged theſe bitter Reflections, be- 
fore I eſpied a Remedy for thoſe ſore Evils which occa- 
fioned them. Though I perceived all our paſſionate 
Delights to be Vanity, and the Iſſue of them Vexation of 
Spirit, yet I ſaw likewiſe that Virtue was ſubſtantial, and 
her Fruits Joy and Peace; that though all Things came 
to an End, the Ways of Wiſdom were exceeding broad. 


The Seeds of r if implanted in our tender Breaſts, 


1 4 B 2 duly 


+. 


4 MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS, 


duly cheriſhed, and conſtantly cultivated, will bud and 
bloſſom even in the Winter of our Days ; and when 
White and Red ſhall be no more; when all the outward 
Embelliſhments of our little Fabric ſhall diſappear, this 
will ſtill flouriſh in immortal Bloom. To walk humbly 
with our God, dutifully with our Parents, and charitably 
with all, will be an inexhauſtible Source of never- 
ceaſing Comforts. What, though we ſhall ſometimes 
be unable to hear the Voice of ſinging Men and ſinging 
Women; though all the Senſes prove falſe to their 
Truſt, and refuſe to be any longer Inlets of Pleaſure; 
tis now, dear Siſter, 'tis now in our Power to make 
fach happy Proviſions, as even then, in thoſe forlorn 
Circumſtances, may.charm our Memories with rdviſhing 
Recollections, and regale all our Faculties with the con- 
tinual Feaſt of an applauding Conſcience. What ſweet 
TComplacency, what unſpeakable Satisfaction ſhall we 
reap from the Contemplations of an uninterrupted Series 
of pots Actions! No | preſent Uneaſineſſes will 
prompt us impatiently to wiſh for Diſſolution, nor 
anxious Fears for Futurity make us immoderately dread 
the impending Stroke; all will be calm, eafy and ſerene; 
all will be ſoothed by this precious, this invaluable 
Thought, that by Reaſon of the Meekneſs, the Inno- 
cence, the, Purity, and other Chriſtian Graces which 
adorned the ſeveral Stages of our Progrefs through the 
World, our Names and our Aſhes will be embalmed, 
the Chambers of our Tomb conſecrated into a Paradiſe 
of Reſt, and our Souls, white as our Locks, by an eaſy 


0 ne become Angels of Light. 

1am, with Love to u Noe 

e SR C4 
Your moſt affeionate Brother, 


Jauxs Hzavxr. 
_ 'LET- 


— ond 
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the heavenly Jeruſalem, mutually encouraging and 
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LETTER I. 
TO HIS SISTER, | 
On the Advantages reſulting from Sickneſs and Aline, 


Lincoln Calle, Oxon. March 28, 17 34. 


$2 is now a conſiderable Time ſince I enjoyed the 
true and real Pleaſure of your Company, I fay true 
and real, becauſe my Fancy has often took its Flight to 
Hardingſton, and delighted itſelf with the imaginary 
Converſation of you and my other dear Relations; 1 
have frequently recollected, and as it were acted over 
again in my Mind, the many pleaſing Hours we have 
ſpent together in reading holy and edifying Books, or 
diſcourſing on pious and uſeful Subjects. And me- 


thinks I ſhould have been exceeding glad to have had 
the Satisfaction yet more improved, by receiving a 
Letter from you; which I am ſure would have been full 
of the moſt tender Endearments of Love and Affection, 


and I hope would not have wanted Expreſſions of true 
Religion and Virtue; and could I but once ſee that, 
could I but obſerve ourſclyes not only dwelling toge- 
ther in Unity, but travelling Hand in Hand to 


ing one another to fight the good Fight, to lay hold on 
eternal Life, then ſhould I greatly rejoice, then ſhould I 
begin to live. 


I hope I may now congratulate your perfect Reco- | 
very; however I am certain there is great Reaſon for 
Congratulation on Account of your being ſo choice a 
Favourite of Heaven as your frequent Sickneſſes, and 
often Infirmities ſpeak you to be. Our gracious Father, 


n indulgent Lover of all Mankind, ſeems to 


B 3 watch 
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watch over you with more than ordinary Care and Con- 
cern, to be extremely deſirous, nay, even ſolicitous for 
your Salvation. How does his Goodneſs endeavour by 
the repeated, thongh lighteſt 'Strokes of his Rod, to 
cure whatever is diſordered, to rectify whatever is amiſs 
in you? How ſtudiouſly does he ſeek, by laying you 
on a ſick Bed, to make you ſee yourſelf and all Things 
elſe in a true and proper Light: to point out to you 
your Frailties and Follies, your darling Luſts, and the 
'Sins . that do moſt eafily beſet you; to convince you 
that you are only a Sojourner here upon Earth, your 
Body a poor frail and corruptible Houſe of Clay, your 
Soul a bright, glorious, and irnmortal Being, that is 
haſting to the Fruition of God, and to Manſions of 
eternal Reſt; to diſcover to you the Vanity, Meanneſs, 
and contemptible 'Littleneſs of this World, and the 
Worth, the Importance, and amazing Greatneſs of the 
next. Do not then hold out againſt theſe kind Calls to 
Repentance and Amendment; do not reſiſt ſuch earneſt 
Importunities, ſuch ſweet Solicitations. But ſuffer your- 
elf by this loving. Correction to be made great; great 
in Humility, Holineſs, and Happineſs. Humble your- 
ſelf under the mighty Hand of God; and by a hearty ili 

Sorrow for your paſt Faults, and a firm Reſolution of | 
Obedience for the future; let this fatherly Chaſtiſement | 
bring forth in you the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs. 
Oh! let us dread, let us tremble, to reject any ng 
the Tenders of Grace, leſt we awake at length his 
Juſtice, -and draw down Vengeance upon ourſelves: leſt 
our Viſitation be not in Love and with Kindneſs, but 
in heavy Diſpleaſure and with Fury poured out: leſt his 
next Diſpenſation be not a merciful Severity, but In- 
dignation 1 Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſn. 7 
Bure I can't but admire that adorable Wiſdom which 
has contrived all Things fo evidently, and ſo directly to 
your Advantage! Your late neſs has, I doubt not, 
, begot 
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begot in you ſerious Thoughts and holy Diſpoſitions, 
and theſe I flatter myſelf will be nouriſhed by the Recep- 
tion of the bleſſed Sacrament the following Eaſter. Let 
us, dear Siſter, break off our Sins by Repentance Let 

us amend our Lives, and begin from. this very Inſtant 
to deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the preſent World. 
So ſhall we anſwer the good Ends of our Sickneſs 80 
ſhall we be meet Partakers of thoſe holy Myſtenes ©'* 
here, and enjoy an Inheritance amongſt the Saints in 
Light hereafter.— And now can't but acquaint you how 
earneſtly I wiſhed that you and others of my Neigh- 
bours (with whom J have diſcourſed upon this Subject) 
were giving devout Attendance to the Prayers and 
Praiſes that were offered up laſt Monday in your Church, 
as likewiſe how I ſhould rejoice with exceeding great 
Joy, to hear that both you and they continue ſtedfaſt, 
or rather abound more and more in the Practice of this 
and ſuch other religious Duties. And if you think the 
Deſire of my Heart, and the Longings of my Soul are 
of any Weight with any of them, pray let them know 
how I hope, deſire, and pray that we may be worthy 
Communicants, by an immediate forſaking of all wicked 
Ways and a'thorough Amendment, as well as an un- 
ſhaken Reſolution to perſevere: and n in mar 
Amendment. 

My kind Reſpects to all chat you u ſhall few or ben 
this Letter to, deſire them not to forget me in their 
Prayers: let #* and ** know that I oſten think of them, 
and hope they ſometimes remember me, and on Wark 


that 1 have often * to them” 
b 8 | "Lam Oe, | 
wrt toy . 8 ene, 
N 1 Notu 03 "5A 
w bis © | A ? 8 
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LETTER UI. 


Is Ae tv kr; lm 
be Holy Communion. dd Bets 


9 85 | Le, Oren. 2, I 
VE viper, 71 hes * 5 
INDING myſelf in a writing Humour, and remem- 
bering that I had formerly promiſed you an enter- 
raining Preſent, and being ſenſible of the Decency of 
introducing it with an Epiſtle; upon theſe Accounts I 
ſet Pen to Paper and addreſs you, notwi 
you have ſo very lately received a Letter from me. By 
an; uſefully entertaining Preſent, I mean ſuch an one as 
will improve and edify at the ſame Time that it diverts 
and delights; as will not only make you eaſy to your- 
ſelf and agreeable to others, but alſo good and holy 
and wiſe unto Salvation. Now I ſcarce know any human 
| Compoſition more likely to promote theſe excellent 
Purpoſes than this Poem of Dr. Young's on the Laſt 
Day. For being in Verſe, and. ſet off with all the 
Graces of Speech and Thought, it can't fail of charm- 
ing as well the nice Ear as the found judgment; and as 
ſor the Subject, ſure nothing can be more 
pleaſing, than to read of that happy Time which ſnall 
be the Beginning of a bliſsful Eternity; when our Re- 
deemer by his mighty Power ſhall change our vile 
Bodies that they may be like unto his glorious Body, 
and tranſlate us from a State of Corruption in the Grave 
to ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of our Father, 
And eyerꝝ one muſt own that the moſt engaging Per- 
—— Net to * and Holineſs of Conyerſation are 
| the Recompence of a future invaluable 
Reward ; — that the moſt ſoyereign Preſervative 
St aff Ungodiinels and worklly Luſts is the Ter- 
ST 3.54 © | 4 by, * | Tours, 
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rours, the -inſupportable Terrours of the Lord. H 
therefore you would pleaſe yourſelf, refine your Taſte, 
or have the Practice of Religion pleaſing, inſtead of 
Plays, Ballads, and other corrupt Writings, read this 
almoſt divine Piece of Poetry; read it (as I have done) 
ever and over, think upon it, endeavour to digeſt it 
thoroughly, and even to get by Heart the moſt moving 
Paſſages, and then I truſt you will find it anſwer the 
Ends I purpoſe. in ſending it. > b 203; =o 2 NI 
Lou will excuſe. me from exerciſing my poetical 
Talent, ſince there are already two Copies of recom- 
mendatory Verſes, and becauſe I perceive ſuch an At- 
tempt will be either very abſurd or very dangerous. 
For ſhould I tack together a few doggrel Rhymes, this 
would be an Affront to you; whereas, ſhould I ſucceed 
ſo well as to gain the Applauſe of my Readers, this I 
am ſure would portend very great Harm, if not to ou, 
yet moſt certainly to me. For what can portend greater 
Harm than the Words of Praiſe; which, though ſmoother 
than Oil, yet be they very Swords? What can be more 
deſtructive of that humble Mind which was in Chriſt 
Jeſus, that meek and lowly Spirit which is in the Sight 

of God of great Price! Iam Þ ir Gom carrying on my 
verſifying Deſigns, that I heartily wiſh 1 had never 
conceived any; that thoſe Lines I ſent to my Couſin 
e, had either never been made, or that I had never 
heard them commended. Pride and Vanity are fooliſh 
and unreaſonable in Duſt and Aſhes, and which is worſe, 
odious and deteſtable before infinite Perfection and in- 
finite Power. Oh! let you and. I then dread whatever 
may adminiſter Fewel to theſe worſt of Tempers, more 
than the Poiſon of Aſps, or the Peſtilence that walketh - 
in Darkneſs. Let us pray againſt ſeeking, deſiring, or Be” 
taking Pleaſure in the Honour that cometh of Men, © ©? 
And if at any Time the flattering Tongue, that Snare 5. 
-of Death ſhall overtake us, let us inſtantly fly unto ou. 
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Saviour, and complain unto our God; then let us re- 
member; and remembering, let us acknowledge, that 
we are nothing, have nothing, and deſerve nothing but 
Shame and Contempt, but Miſery and Puniſhment, - 
l Thope you was ſo happy as to receive the holy Sa- 
crament this Eaſter, and I beg of you to be fo wiſe as 
well to underſtand and often to conſider what you then 
did. We gave up ourſelves, our Souls and Bodies, to 
be a reaſonable, 1 and lively Sacrifice to God: ſo 
chat we muſt look upon ourſelves as having now no 
longer any Right or Title to ourſelves, but as our 
heavenly Maſter's ſole Property; we may not follow 
our own, but muſt do his Will in all Things, We 
undertook to lead a new Life, to follow the Command- 
ments of God, and to walk henceforth in his holy Ways; 
and this and whatever elſe we promiſed at that ſacred 
Altar, we muſt endeavour to perform if we hope to 
enter into Heaven. Let therefore no Day pals without 
reflefing on the ſolemn Engagement we have made, 
and without examining whether we have acted up to it. 
Let us not imagine that we did the whole of our Day, 
when we took the conſecrated Elements into our Mouths, 
but be convinced, that we only as it were lifted ourſelves 
afreſh under our Captain” s Banner, and that the Service, 
the Fight againſt his and our Enemies is to be hourly 
* and conſtantiy muntained even unto Neth, . 


* b An lam, Se. 


Jan AMES: Hann. 


. ” 
Eg, > £3 


. 7 * 
"00 


Inn .. nnn T7 


LETTER I | 
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3 N | Oxon. March 11, 1738. 

Dear Sifer, 

b few ERDAY the Judge came hither, and To-day 
the Aſſizes begin. I ſhall go to hear the Aſſize 
Sermon preſently. This can't but put us in mind of 
that great Account we muſt all give before the Judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt. How melancholy a Sight is it, to 

ſce a poor Criminal go up to the Bar All he has is no 
longer his own; his very Life is in the Power of the 
Magiſtrate ; and he is in great Danger of a ſpeedy Death. 
And if this be ſo dreadful, how infinitely more dreadful 
will it be to appear before a more ſtrict and awful Tri- 
bunal? The good Lord grant, that you and I may not 
be caſt in that tremendous Trial! A Trial that will be 
undergone before Angels and God; upon the Iflue of 
which our eternal Life will depend. Was I to wiſh a 
With for the deareſt Friend in the World; it ſhould not 
be for Gold, or Jewels, or Apparel; theſe Things are 
fading, and the Faſhion of them paſſeth away: but ĩt 
ſhould be for a favourable Sentence in that laſt and great 
Day. Will not the ſhortly ſound the T ? 
Will not all the Bl e tho of their (pb 54g 
the Ancient of Days fit? How valuable then will an 
humble and holy be ! If you and I be found with 
the 8 on, we ſhall doubtleſs enter into 
the Joy of our Lord, never to die, never to grieve, 
never to be parted more. But if we ſhould either of us 
be negligent in this Matter; if we ſhould be ſurpriſed 
without Oil in our Lamps; Qh! the Fearfulneſs and 
Trembling that will come upon us ! the horrible Dread 
dhat will overwhelm us to think chat we muſt be for 
15 ever 
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ever ſhut out of Heaven, baniſhed eternally from-the 


Preſence of God, the Soęiety of Saints; and the Fulneſs 
of Joy! if you ned woue? to be torn from our Kindred 


and our Father's. Honſe, and hurried away Captive into 


a foreign Country; there to be chained to the Gallies, 
or condemned to the Mines: How would this grieve 
both us and our dear Relations ! how would it pictce 
our Souls as a Sword | If this be fad, (as certainly it js) 
alas ! what will it be, to be everlaſtingly ſeparated by 
the unpaſſable Gulf? for one to be caught up to Heaven, 
and there to be ever with the Lord; and ſor the other 
to be thruſt down into Torments, and dyell with wailing 
and gnaſhing of Teeth ? Dear Siber, Er in conſider 
this ; and give all Diligence to make our Calling and 
Election ſure; that when the Changes and Chances of 
this mortal Life are over, we may meet and live to- 
gether in Glory everlaſting, e e 
e d 1 8 
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On 1 N "_ _ Natural Things 


* 7 "TIM Dumme, Bay 7. 1757 


P be pleaſed to caſt your Eye to the Bottom, 
and ſu ELM who it is, that 'defires to 'belpeak ou. 
I f is one who knows himſelf to have been guilty 5 6 the 

moſt ſlighting Behaviour, and to haye deſerved in 72 
turn your greateſt, DiNain, -If after you 00 is 
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ng in Zindon Without ever waiting upon Mrs. 
. paying his Reſpects to her who Nerds ſo Fa] | 
the Eſteem of every Chriſtian; without any thankful 
Acknowledgment for her Kind Withes ſo often con- 
Wccrved; and fer prevailing Prayers fo often put up In 
i Behalf If, Madam, after you are informed of all 
au, you can bear to give the Remainder of the Paper 
+ Fxvourable Reading, I ſhall” not” only account myſelf 
f Weil obliged to-your Good Nature, but when I have 
Wan Occaſion'to put up an Affront, and to exerciſe F or- 
| givenels, I will think upon it as a Pattern. 


| "On Singay I was called out by Providence 4 my 
W own F lock, to preach at two ſtrange Churches... They 
WT Lay at a conſiderable Diſtance from each other, and from 
Damer; fo that in paſſing to them, and repairing again 
b my own Pariſhy I travell'd © good 1 many Miles: All 
che way 1 welt along I was entertained in the fineſt 
Manner imaginable; far more finely than tune, or, I 
may venture to fay, than any Words can deſcribe. I 
with I Rad the glowing Colours, the accurate Pencil, 
and the mifterly Genius of ſome firlt-rare Painter, that 
I might draw out, with as little Injuſtice as poſſible, the 
lovely Landſchape, arid make a Preſent, in Tome Degree, 
worthy your Acceptance. The Air was in its beſt 
Temperament; neither {6 hot as to infeeble or diſpirit, 
nor ſo cold as to cauſe any uneaſy Chillnefs. It was fit 
to recommend and ſet off the moſt agrecable Objects, 
and to be the vehicle of Perfumes, not much inferior 
to Myrrhe, Alves; and Caſſii. I was in Company with 
a Gentleman of a clear Underſtanding, and A tolerable 
Share of reading; he had feen müch of the . 
auc dad a Fer) deep pier Inſight intdd Things; he 
could talk judicioully upon Topicks; and would 
ſomietiries'belt6y ſome Hints upon religivus ones. 
. 6 1 eoulthave 
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| immediate Recourſe to one, who would refine my Taſte, 
and improve my Judgment, if not miniſter Grace to 
my Heart. The Face of the Skies alſo conſpired to 
render every Proſpect compleatly pleaſant, it was decked 
and diverſified with filver-like Clouds; not ſuch as were 
charged with heavy Rains, but ſuch as Lee the 
Annoyance of one continued Glare, and changed the 
Sunſhine frequently for a welcome Shade; ſuch as ſerved 
for a Foil to the unſullied etherial Blue. Thus did God 
order all Circumſtances ſo as to render our Ride ex- 
ceedingly delightful. At our firſt ſetting out, ve went 
over ſtrong Ground; where no Seed was ſown, and ſo 
no Fruit could grow. Its Uſeleſſneſs was not owing to 
any Defe&t in Point of t e 
manured. 
1 n who 
are born with bleſſed Diſpoſitions and bid fair for be- 
coming eminent Saints, but are loſt and ſpoiled for want 
of Care and Inſtruction? Oh l for Fuchtel Shepherds to 
ſeek them, for induſtrious Huſbandmen to cultivate 
_ them! Send Lord a Plenty of ſuch to work in thy 
Vineyard, and to watch over thy Sheep! This re 
Beginning, though it had no Form pe Cometionl 
arſelf, yet tended to give an additional Verdure to the 
ſucceeding Scenes. So the bottomleſs Pit and the un- 
quenchable Fire, though - infinitely formidable, will 
create in the Ele a more taſteful Reliſh and Enjoyment 
of their heavenly Felicity. We made more, Haſte than 
ordinary to get away from this barren Spot. . For,why 
ſhould any one tarry in ſuch a Place, or frequent ſuch 
an Acquaintance, where all that ogcurs is vain and un- 
profitable? Where nothing truly beneficial can either 
be imparted. or acquired The ſoonet we are delivered 
from ſuch a bee the better; no Departure can be 


abrupt, no Flight precipitate. Wert rer 
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a little farther, we entered upon a large Encloſure. Here 
were all the Footſteps of a commendable and ſucceſsful 
Induſtry. The Wheat was in the Blade, and ſprang up 
with a plenteous Increaſe, and in goodly Array. It was 
not choaked with Weeds, nor embarraſſed with Thiſtles, 
but like a clean and even Mantle covered the Plain; a 
preſent Credit, and likely to be a future Comfort to ĩts 
Owner. This ſuggeſted to me the Value of a diligent 
Hand, that Portion which it is in every one's Power 
to bequeath ta himſelf. All the Affairs of the Slothful 
are like the Mountains of Gilßoa, on which there was 
no Dew. neither Rain, nor Fields of Offerings. But 
here there is Prudence and Diſcretion. to. contrive, 
and a ſteady Fervour to execute, there whatſoever is 
undertaken will, in all Probability, proſper. By a Spirit 
of Managenient, even the Wilderneſs may be brought 
io bud and, hloſſom as a Roſe : and was there ſuch a 
Spirit in the Proſeſſors of Religion, it would prompt 
them to be, like Dorcas, full of good Works; or, like 
the great Apoſtle, continually airing after. freſh and 
higher Meaſures of Perfection. We ſhould be frugal 
of our Time, careful of all our Talents, and moſt lau- 
dably covetous of every Grain of Improvement in Piety. 
We held on gur Courſe, admiring ſtill as we went, the 
teeming Earth, the Infant Corn, and the pregnant Pro- 
miſes of. a ious Harveſt. This led me to muſe 
upon one of the diſtiriguiſhing. Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
I mean the general Reſurrection. It convinced me how 
perfectly poſſible it is with God to raiſe the Dead; it 
gave me alſo à Glimpſe of that Perfection of Beauty, 
to which the Bodies of the Juſt ſhall riſo, For: a little 
while, ago I beheld, and lo l the whole vegetable World 
„ and 2 TOE: ** 9 or ſo 
wrinkled, deformed Hag. But now LS 

appears, and ſmiles, pi | Cty Rt ap 
con and 


78 MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 
and blooming, no Bride is better array d or more ſpark · 
ling. And if God ſo enlivens and cloaths the Graſs of 
the Earth and the Tenants of che Pieid, how much 
more ſhall he quicken and ennoble our mortal Bodies, 
which we hope are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
Several of our dear Friends we have to the 
Grave: we ſaw with weeping Eyes their poor Bones Wl 
depoſited in the Duſt. Bur henceforth lev us dry up | 
our Sorrows, n bees do purified 
m thoſe gloomy Chambers. Hour is coming when 
the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven, with the 
Voice of the Archangel, and the Trump of God. Then 
all they hear the Almighty Summons, and ſpring from 
their Confinement like to a Roe, or to a young Hart 
upon the Mountains of Spices ®, Then will they look 
forth from their dark Abodes as the Morning, fair as 
- the Moon, clear as the Sun : never more to return 
| to Corruption, but to flouriſh in immortal Vigour and 
Youth. ' This is a pleaſing Meditation, and deſerves to 
be indulged, but at this Time it muſt give place to 
others. Our next Remove was to a Lane, ſet on either 
Side with lofty Trees and humble Shrubs!” Here the 
Proſpect was contracted, and we had nothing left to 


contemplate but our branching and leafy Mound. The 


little Boughs clad with : cheating See eng 1 
to the Eyes; and it was curious to obſerve, how every ⁵⁶ 
different Plant was decked with a different Livery. 
Here the Twigs were gemm'd with Buds juſt juſt ready to 
open and unfold; there they were already opened into 
Bloſſoms, and garniſhed the pointed 'Fhorns ; ſo that 
they were very delicate to look upon, though dangerous 
Fo touch. Oh! the adorable Efficacy of the divine 
Voice I how powerfully and how laftingly' it operates 
Sen Ger; Let che Farch zan knen 
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not twice, and. yet how punctually does Nature obey 
chis ſingle Command! Several thouſand Years are gone 
about, nor ĩs its Force evacuated, impaired, or at all 


mM Sas It endureth in full Authority to this Day, 


and is ſtill a moſt binding Law to all the material World. 
O that Men would lay this to Heart, and learn a Leſſon 
of Obedience from the inanimate Creation! All other 
Things continue according to their Maker's Ordinance, 
and Kat Man be the 6nly Rebel in the Kingdom of 


Nature? Shall Man alone make the Word of Omnipo- 


tence to be of none Effect? While our Sight was re- 
galed in chis Manner, a Sett of chiming Bells ſaluted 
our Ears with a ſolemn and ſerene Harmony. It had 
no great Diverſity of Stops, nor artful Mixture of 


Notes, but ſure it, was moſt gladdening Muſic, and ſpoke 


a heavenly "Meaning. It was calculated to inſpire ſuch 


f 2 wy OF As, the Royal Pfalmiſt felt, when he Beard the 


ceptable Invitation of going up to the Houſe of the 
I On a ſudden, when we were leaft apprehenſive 


of it, the Wind wheeled about, and bore away the Silver 


Sounds. But it was only to bring them back again as 
unexpettedly, with the freſh Pleaſure of a grateful Sur- 
priſe. - Here Ithoùght of the ſweet Influences of Grace, 
and wiſhed for that happy Time, when the Viſits of the 


_ bleſſed Spirit will be uninterrupted. Quickly the Lawns 


ahd Plains diſappeared again, and we dived into a Wood. 
Numbers of ſprightly Birds, hopping and ſinging among 


the Branches; ſolaced us as we paſſed. We thanked the 
pretty Songſters, and bid W go on to ſupply our Lack 
of Praiſe. But what moſt of all affected us, being alto- 
gether new, was the Warbling of the Nightingale. What 


a tuneful Throat has that charming Creature, and what an 
unwearied Uſe does ſhe make of it! I myſelf heard her 


Melody in the Day-time, and I am told in the Night- 


ſeaſon alſo ſhe takes no Reſt. How ſovereign and un- 
deſerved j Is the, Goodneſs of the Lord to the Children 


7 
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of Men! The Pipe, of this wakeful Chriſter, though 
now ſo inceſſant in Thankſgivings, muſt ſoon be ſealed 
up in endleſs Silence: while the Mouth of dull and un- : 
grateful Mortals will be filled with everlaſting Anthems. | 9 
The Air was impregnated with Sweets, and without 
Money or without Price we breathed in ſuch a delicious 
Fragrance, as far excelled the Powders of the Mer- | 
chant *. This put me in Mind of * beautiful Lines i 
of the great Milton's : 17 4 Ads T ate 
Now gentle Gales * An $5118 
Finn their odoriferous Wings, d Wa. 21s 14 1:30 


Native Perfumes, and * N they ſtole. 7 
Thoſe balmy Spoils. | n 


| The other recalled to my Memory Part of a divine Be. 3z 
ſcription, vaſtly ſuperior to Milton's. * Lo, the Winter | j 
is paſt, the Rain is over, and gone. The Flowers 
© appear on the Earth, the Time of the Singing, of i 
.  _—_ is come, and the Voice of the Turtle is heard | 
nin our Land f.“ 
Io of our Senſes being fo cance gratified, we | 
were in no Haſte to leave the Place, though it was 
narrow, and afforded no other Proſpect but the ſhining 
Canopy over our Heads. But as ſoon as we were 
. emerged from this Sylvan Path, what Wonders pre- 
. ſented themſelves to our View: I think I was ſcarce 
ever more agreeably ſtartled in my Life. We ſtood 
upon the Brow of a Hill, and underneath were Tracts 
of level Ground of an immenſe Circumference. The 
labouring Eye could hardly deſcry the utmoſt Bounds. 
The whole Scene, being parcelled out among a Variety | 
of Tillers, and producing Variety of Fruits, was like | 
a noble Piece of Checquer-work. The nearer Parts, 

and thoſe diſtinctly diſcernable, were repleniſhed with 


* Cant. Hi. 6, + Cant, ii, 11, 12. 
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rural Riches. The Folds were full of Sheep, and of 
Lambs friſking by the Side of their fleecy Dams. The 
Valleys ſtood ſo thick with Corn, that they even laughed 
and ſung. One Spot was not ſprinkled, but ſeemed to 
be overlaid with a Profuſion of Flowers, as the Roof 
of the Temple was with Gold ; another was, as it were, 
enamelled, like an. embroidered Carpet, with a well 
proportioned Diſtribution ; ſome of them yellow as 
Oranges, ſome white as Snow, ſome tinged with a 


Vorder as red 2 Blood. The Towns and Villages in- 


terſperſed here and there, looked like the tiny Tents of 
the fabled Fairies. Numberleſs other Beauties glanced 
upon my Sight; but as J had not then Leiſure to ex- 
amine them, ſo neither have I now Room to relate 
them. O that theſe, and all the Charms of the delightful 
. Seaſon, may lead up every Spectator's Thoughts to the 
inimitable Glories of Heaven. And while the Eye 
feaſts upon them, let every Tongue acknowledge to the 
Honour of the all- creating God ; Peg 
| Theſe are thy glorious Works, Parent of Good, 

Almighty ! thine this Univerſal Frame, 

Thus wond'rous fair: Th how wond”rous then! 


I am, Ce. 


Janes HIXvVE. 


Gs; LET. 
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L E T T E R VI. 
: On tho aan and the Duties of a Minider of the che, 
Dummer, . 29, 1737. 


"My dear Friends, the Inhabitants of Chlgtree, "hr 
Northampton, 


1 Received the Letter wrote in your Name, and ſig gned 
I with your Hands, and was very well — — 
2 I am glad that you Are all in good Health, | 
and am obliged to you for retaining ſo hotivurable a 
Remembrance of ati unworthy Youth. Your Defire to 
have a careful Clergyman ſettle among you perlochy 1 
right and laudable. But I fear you make an der- 
'favourable ard miſtaken Judgment, when yowinwagihe | 
me to be ſuch an one, and piteh upon me for that/Pur- | 
poſe. However, letting tlüs paſs: it is, I fay; Wel akd WM 
wiſely done of you, to be ſollicitous in this Matter. 
For a Miniſter is / a Perſon, of the greateſt Importance 
imaginable ; his Office is of the moſt univerſal Concern- 
ment; and his Demeanour therein, of the moſt bene- 
ficial or prejudicial Tendency. Beneficial, if he be able, 
faithful, and watches for his Souls as one that muſt give 
Account. Prejudirial, if he be unſkilful, unactive, and 
unconcerned about the ſpiritual Welfare of his People. 
The Things, that pertain to Salvation, and the Means 
of obtaining everlaſting Life are lodged in his Hands. 
He is the Steward of the Myſteries of Chriſt, and fo 
the Guardian (under divine Grace) of your beſt and 
moſt abiding Intereſts, If through Ignorance he miſ- 
manage, or through Idleneſs neglect this weighty Truſt, | 
it may be the Ruin of immortal Souls. Whereas, if | 
e be both diſcreet and diligent in his holy Vocation, | 
may be the Inſtrument of theticheſt Benefits to thoſe 
committed 
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committed to his Charge. His praying to God, and 
his preaching to them, may be attended with ſuch a 
Bleſſing from on High, as will fill them with heavenly: 
Wiſdom; ſorm to true Holineſs; and fit them for the 
future Glory. Benefits theſe, not inconſiderable or 
momentary, but ſuch as are great beyond all Expreſſion, 
and: laſting to Eternity. For theſe Reaſons, it will be 
your Wiſdom and your Happineſs to procure a Paſtor: 
whoſe Life is exemplary ;. whoſe Doctrine is ſound ; 
whoſe: Heart is warm with Zeal for God; and whoſe. 
Bowels yearn with Compaſſion ſor Men. If your Bones 
were broken, or if you were brought to. Death's-door 
by the Force of ſome violent Diſeaſe; you would not 
be content with the Preſcription of a Quack, but ſeek 
out for the beſt Advice. If your Wives were in hard 
Labour; if the Children were come to the Birth, and 
there was not Strength to bring forth, you would net 
ſpare to ride for the moſt: experienced Midwiſe. Oh! 
he as prudent and careful for the Salvation of your Souls, 
which endure for ever, as you are for the Life of your 
Bodies which is but as a Vapour, Remember, that you 
are ſick of Sin, ſadly difordered by ſundry, Corruptions, 
and muſt neceſſarily be cured before you go hence, and 
are no more ſeen, Remember, that you muſt be re- 
generated and born again, or you cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And be not willing to truſt ſuch 
Matters, which are of infinite and everlaſting Moment, 
to the Management of any that comes net. 
No that you may be the better able to make a right 
Choice in this important Particular, I will lay before 
you two or three of the diſtinguiſhing Characters of a 
true Miniſter.—Firſt; He has a tolerable Stock of 
Knowledge, Though not enough to explain all Myſ- 
tenies, | or to anſwer, every perplexing Queſtion, yet 
endugh to make himſelf and his Hearers wiſe, unto Sal- 
vation. fe may be ignorant of man Things without 
$1199) C3 much 
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much Diſparagement to himfelf, or Prejudice to his 
People; but he muſt be acquainted with, and able to 
teach others all that is neceſſary for them to know. 
Secondly, He has not not only ſome Underſtanding, 
but ſome Experience alſo in the Way of Godlineſs. He 


has learnt to ſubdue, in ſome Meaſure, the Pride of 


his Nature, and to be humble in his own Eyes, and 
not fond of Applauſe from others. He has broke the 
Impetuoſity of his Paſſion, and generally poſſeſſes his 
Soul in Patience: or if upon ſome very ungrateful and 
provoking Uſage, he cannot calm his Temper, yet he 
can curb his Tongue ; and though his Spirit be ruffled, 

yet his Words will be gentle, He is moſt: commonly 
meek after the Manner of his blefſed Maſter, and will 
always return Bleſſing for Curſing, according to his holy 


Command. He has often looked into the | Shortneſs of 


Time, and the Length of Eternity ; he has weighed the 


Greatneſs and Richneſs of Heaven, with the inſignificant Þ 
and deſpicable Meanneſs of Earth; and diſcovers fuch | 


a mighty Difference, as helps him to live above the 


World, even while he is in it. So that he is no Lover 
of filthy Lucre, no Hunter of carnal Pleaſures, but his 


Hopes, his Defires, and all his Views of Happineſs, 
are hid with Chriſt in God. He is courteous and con- 
deſcending, and will ſtoop with the utmoſt Chearfulneſs 
fo the loweſt Perſon in his Pariſn. He will be affable 
and kind, and ſeek to pleaſe, not himſelf, . but his 


Nighbours, for their Good, to Edification. ' But you 3 


muſt not expect to find him trifling or ludicrous; he 
will not preach to you on the Sunday, and play with 
you on the Week - days, but carry the Spirit of his 
Sermons into his ordinary Converſation. He will main- 
tain an uniform Gravity of Behaviour, without ſuffering 
it to be frozen into Moroſepeſs, or thawed into Levity. 
He will love his Pariſhioners, not for their agreeable 
Perſons or amiable 2 * becauſe they are re- 


deemed \ 
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deemed by the Blood of Chriſt. It will be his Buſineſs 


nd conftant Endeavour, 1.had almoſt ſaid his Meat and 
= WDrink, to ſet forward their Salvation. That by their 
„ eeing made meet for the Inheritance of Saints in Light, 
S Miſs crucified Lord may ſee of the Travail of his Soul, 
* nd be ſatisfied. He will never forget the importunate 
_ IM <queſt of his Saviour, but thoſe winning and com- 
d anding Words, Feed my Sheep, feed my Lambs, 
_ ill be engraven upon the Tables of his Heart. To 
g this earneſt Requeſt, and execute this laſt Charge 
i Wof his deareſt Redeemer, will be the fixed and invariable 
f cope of all his Deſigns, If at any Time he hits this 
* aeſirable Mark, by bringing Home to the Fold any 
ly chat have gone aſtray, he will be as glad as one that 
i eandeth great Spoils. To ſee the People of his Care 
ly eerſiſting in Profaneneſs, Senfuality, and an unconverted 
of WFScate, will. be the greateſt Grief that he feels: but to 
- cee his Children walking in the Truth, mortifying their 


eil Affections, and growing up in Goodneſs as the 
Calves of the Stall, this will be his Joy and Crown of 
Rejoicing; better to him than Thouſands of Silver and 
Gold. It is his Work to win Souls, and by the former 
of theſe Qualifications he is fitted for it, by the latter 
hoe is wholly devoted to it, And in order to proſecute 
i with the greater Succeſs, he will, firſt, take heed ta 
himſelf, that his Life be a fair and beautiful Tranſcript 
of his Doctrine, ſuch as may remind Men of, and be 
daihy reinforcing his Inſtructions. He will not bind the 
role upon your Shoulders, till he has wore it himſelf, 
and ſhould the Paths of Religion prove never ſo thorny, 
he will, go firſt and beat the Way, As far as human 
Infirmities permit, he will ſtriye to be unblameable and 
unreproveable, that he may renew the Apoſtle's Chal- 
lenge, © Be ye Followers 1 me, even as I am of Chriſt.” 
Secondly, His Preaching will be plain; full of ſuch 
uſeful Senſe as may be edifying to th: better learned, 
e S CH SI and 
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and. yet delivered in ſo caly 3 2 N Magnet as "niay be ins 
telligible e to the Ignorant. It will 6 only be plain, 
but powerful alſo, if preceding Prayers A Teas, "7 
Words coming warm from the Heart, and acc panied' 
with an ardent Defire of being atttended 55 ; if Ra 
ham: What he ſpeaks, and ſo long that i it . felt 
bro MP. can make it ſuch, he W declare the whole 
Ged, without with-holding or mincing any. 
15 95 Truth never ſo diſagreeable, contrary to your 
Profits, or contrary to your Pleaſures, you will be fur 
to hear it. He will indeed ſhew it in as lovely. 2 Light, 
and make it as palatable as he can, but nothing will 
prevail upon him to conceal or diſguiſe it. Thindly, 
He will not confine his Teaching to God's Day or 
Houle, but will exerciſe his Care of you- every Day, 
and will bring it Home to your own Houſes, whether 
you inyite him or no. He will frequently viſit you, and 
for the ſame End as he meets you. at Church. Now, 
ſhall you like this Part of his Duty, or bid him wel- 
come, when he comes on ſuch an Errand? Na ay, he 
will think himſelf bound to proceed farther, and to in- 
quire into tlie State of your Souls, and your Procced- 
ings in your Families; whether you are competently 
furniſhed with faving Knowledge? and are careful to 
increaſe it daily, by allowing a. daily Portion of your 
Time for reading the Scriptures? What Virtues you 
are deficient in, what Vices you are ſubject to? What 
evil Tempers, what vile Affections, what unruly Paſſions 
are predominant in you, and want to be fi prend; 
Whether your Children are catechiſed, and your Ser- 
vants inſtructed ? Whether you are conſtant in F amily 
Worſhip, and at your Cloſet Devotions ?' How you 
ſpend the Sabbath ; whether you ſquander it away in 
impertinent Vikes, idle Chat, or fooliſh eſting ; or 
whether 715 conſecrate it to the better Exerciſes of 
Prayer, Praiſe, holy Diſcourſe, Reading. and Medita- 
tion ? 
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tion? Theſe, and other Points of che like Nature, he 
will examine into, and exhort' you to amend what is 
amiſs, no leſs chan encourage you to perſevere in chat 
which is good.” Nor will he exhort y onεte or twice 
only, but again ard again, and hardiy leave off till he 
has wort your Conſent. In Things that relate to him 
ſelf; he will be eaſſly aid Ms — — 
be loſt by Diſobedience, he will be inſtant in Seaſon: 
and out of Sraſon 3 he will ſollieit with uhwearted Ap- 
plications the important Cauſe, and preſy you to per- 
form your Duty; as the poor Widow i the 
unjuſt Judge to avenge her of her Adverſary; he will 
add to his Exhortations, Reproofs, His Eye will bel 
open, and his Ears attentivr to what paſſes in his Pariſhg 
and when any one walks diforderly, he will meet him as 
Elijab did Aba#*; with'a Rebuke'in his Mouth. This 
Lean promils, - that he will not rail at, nor accoſt you 
wich Words; bur he will ſer before 


you the Things that ydu have done. He vill not de- 


fame you behind your Backs, but whether you be rich 
or poor, whether — — he will 
bear in Mind the Commandment of the Lord, and 
ſnew his People their Pranſgteſſions, and the Houſe of 
Jacob their Sins 1. He will tell you with Tenderneſi, 
but yet with Plainneſs, That ſuch Courſes are a ſad and 
too ſure” a Proof, that Grace has not had its proper 
Work on your Sbuls, that ye are carnal, and have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt· So that a true Miniſter of the 


Goſpel will be a conſtant Inſpector of your Actions, 2 
Re- 


-1 


and ani mate you by his Exafnple, and-blefs 
err op TOUER. you: be willing: and oe 
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he will conduct you ſafely through a troubleſome and 


naug 
laſting 


elicity: but if you be perverſe and obſtinate, 


he wil be a ſtanding Terrour to your Conſcience here, 
and a ſwiſt Witneſs againſt you hereafter ;.he will be the 
unhappy Means of increaſing your preſent Guilt, agg 


_ aggravating. your future Account, and of makin 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in che Neg. of) 
ment, than for you, "| 


And now, my kind and dear. Friends; are hy upon 
ſecond Thoughts, deſirous of having ; ſuch a. Paſtor. 
placed amongſt you? Shall you be glad to have the 
afore · mentioned Vigilance and Diligence exerted in the 
holy Function? Can you willingly ſubmit to an Over- 


t ſo narrow, to Admonitions ſo inceſſant, to Cor- 


rections ſo cloſe and particular ?—lf, aſter due Con- 
ſideration, ye are willing; give me Leave to inform you, 


how ye may procure ſuch a Man of God to come unto 
vou, and take up his Abode with you. He is an ex- 
eeeding great and precious Bleſſing to any People z 
too precious to be purchaſed with Money, and is the 
free Gift of God, So that the Way to obtain him, is 
to addreſs yourſelves to Heaven, and make Supplica- 
tion to the Almighty. What cannot Prayer, fervent 
and believing Prayer do? I ſcarcely. know any Thing 
that is above its Power, or beyond its Reach. Prayer 
has locked up the Clouds, and opened them again, 
made the Earth as Iron, and the Heavens as Braſs; 
Prayer has arreſted the Sun in his Race, and made the 
Moon ſtand ſtill in her March, and reverſed the per- 


petual Decree ; Prayer has fetched down Angels from 


above, and raiſed up the Dead from beneath, and do 
many wonderful Works. In like Manner Prayer w 
get for you an uſeful and worthy Teacher; if he be 
ever ſo far off, this will bring him near; if he be never 
2 averſe; this will overrule his Inclination. * * ou 
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World, and bring you to the Land of ever- 
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doubt of this? I on you would have good Reaſon, if 
you had nothing but my Word to ſupport it. But 
hat if God, who cannot lie, has teſtified and given 
you Aſſurance of the ſame? Why then, I hope, ye will 
be no longer faithleſs, but believing. Hear, therefore, 
what he himſelfhas faid by his own beloved Son, <* Aſk, 
and ye ſhall recave ; Seek, and ye ſhall find “. Again, 
he ſaith, If ye ſhall aſk any Thing in my Name, I will 
do it f.“ Here you ſee the Almighty has paſſed his 
Word, and he, to whom all Things are poſſible, has 
pawned his Veracity, that he will net deny you the 
Requeſt of your Lips. And dare you got truſt the 
All- powerful? Can you have a better Security than his, 
whoſe Title is Faithful and True? The divine Pro- 
miſes are all immutable, ſtronger than the ſtrong Moun- 
tains, and Heaven and Earth ſhall- paſs. away, ſooner 
than one Jot or Tittle of them ſhall paſs unfulfilled. 
When ye deſire a pious and able Miniſter, ye deſire a 
good Thing,  fuch as will be for the Honour and Glory 
of God to grant, Therefore, encouraged by this, and 
confiding on his moſt ſure Promiſe, beg of the moſt 
High to give you a true Paſtor and Shepherd for your 
Souls; one that may love you like St. Paul, rule you 
like David, teach you like Samuel, and lead you like 
Joſbua to the heavenly Canaan : that dend and bliſsful 
Country, where we all would be! 

O God, great and glorious, infinice i in thy Wildom | 
and yncontroulable in thy Power ! Thy Providence is 
over all thy Works; thine Eyes run to and fro through 
the Earth, to behold the Condition, and ſupply the 
Wants of thy Servants. Thou ſenteſt Moſes to deliver 
thy Children out of Egypt, Philip to inſtruct the igno- 
rant Eunuch, and Peter to preach to the deyout Cen- 
curion, Bleſſed Lord, who art the ſame Yeſterday, and 
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to Day, and for ever, vouchſafe the ſum ie Mercy to us 
of this Pariſh, that we alſo may have à Teacher come 
from God. Grant us, thou Giver of every good Gift; 
a faithful Shepherd for our Souls; who may feed us in 
4 green Paſture; and lead us forth beſide the Waters 
of Comfort. One that may \ be. wholly devoted to 
thy Service, and intent upon nothing biit the due Diſ- 
charge of his important Office; who inay be a Light 
to our Paths by his godly Directions, and as Salt to 
our corrupting Souls by his unblameabfe Converſation; 
Let ſuch a Miniſter, we beſeech thee, be placed over us, 
as will watch for our ſpiritual Welfa e that will love 
us with an affectionate reer Tenderneſs; that 
will cheriſh us, as a Hen th her Chickens under 
her Wings. One that may be able as well as willing to 
inſtruct us in our Duty, to whom thou haft revealed 
the wonderous Things of chy Law, and the glorious 
Myſteries of thy Goſpel. Whoſe Lips may preſerve 
Knowledge, whoſe Tongue may de continually dealing 
it out, and whoſe Mouth may be unto us a Well of 
Life. Whoſe Diſcourſes may be Milk to the Babes, 
Meat to the Strong, and Medicine to the Sick. Who 
may have a ſlcilful as well as a compaſſionate Zeal, and 
know how to divide rightly the Word of Truth, who 
may be an Example as well as an Exhorter, a Pattern 
as well as a Preacher, of every charitable Action, and 
every devout Temper. Under whoſe Guidance we 
may — in the Ways of Peace and Piety, of Meek - 
neſs and Humility, of Righteouſneſs, and. Salvation; 
till we all come to the City of the living God, to an 
innumerable Company of Angels, and to the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect. Oh! grant us ſuch a Prieſt, 
and cloath him with ſuch Qualifications, and make thy 
choſen People joyful. Hear us moſt merciful Father, 
for his Sake, whoſe Sheep we are, who bought us with 
I Blood; who died for us on Earth, and maketh In- 
terceſſion 
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terceſſion ſor us in. Heaven, even q eſus Chriſt; 50 
whom, with ? Thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all e 
Ts "Ay x without End. Amen. 
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LETTER VII. 


> bites tisch | 


Or attending public Worſhip 31 and on the Uncertainty.\of 
| "buman Life. 

| Dummer, 5, . 

1 Jah S. 1757 
1 Hope London does not diſagtee with the Eealch of 


your Body, and I dare ſay it-miay be made ſerviee- 
able to the Health of your Soul. There are precious 


Opportunities of going to Church, and worſhippitig 
the divine Majeſty, every Morning and Evening, which 


I hope you do not ſlight, but embrace with all Thank- 


fulneſs, and prefer before every other Engagement. 
If you was grievouſly ſiek, and even hard at Death's- 


door, you would be glad to have Recourſe to any Phy- 


ſician: but if you heard of one that could not poſſibly 


miſtake your Caſe, and would infallibly cure you, how 
eagerly would you fly to him? Siſter, believe me, our 
Souls are ſick 2 Sin, fick of Worldly-mindedneſs, 
fick of Pride, ſick of Paſſion, and ſundry other Diſ- 
orders, which, if not ſpeedily healed; will bring us down, 
not only to the Grave, but to the Torments of Hell. 


We have almoſt as little Taſte, or Reliſh of holy and 
devout Exercifes, as a ſick and languiſhing Man has, 
for the ſtrong Meats he loved when he was well ; whieh 
is a plain, and too undeniable a Proof, that our better, 


our 


* 
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our immortal Part is fadly out of Order.” Now ar 


Church you may find a ſure and never- falling Remedy 


for your ſpiritual Diſorders. God's Grace is a ſovereign 
Medicine, and in his Houſe it is to be obtained. There 
he, like a moſt bountiful and beneficent Prince, ſtands 
ready to diſpenſe the Help and Aſũſtance, the enlight- 
ening and purifying Influences of his Spirit. Sure 
then, we who have ſuch urgent, and immediate Need 
of them, ſball not be backward to go, and with an 
humble Earneſtneſs ſeek them. I fay immediate; for 


ſince our Life is ſo uncertain, and we know not what a 


Day may bring forth, we ought to get our Work diſ- 
patched, and our Accounts ready without Delay, It 


| bs Evening now I write this; and I cannot tell whether 


this may not be the Night, in which I am to hear that 


amazing Cry, „ Behold the Bridegroom cometh.” 7 I 


intend to direct my Letter to my dear Siſter **** , and 


hope ſhe will receive it ſafe ; but I have no 9 


whether ſhe he yet alive or no. For aught I know, 


her Soul may be ſtanding before the Judgment Seat of 


Chriſt, and going to be fixed, if not already fixed, in 
an unchangeable eternal State. Her Body may be pale 
and cold, and ſtretched out in the Coffin; my dear 


Mamma and my Brothers taking their laſt Farewel, and 
giving her the parting Kiſs; the Joiner juſt about to 
ail on the Lid, and hide ber Face for ever from mortal 
iew. Nay, ſhe may already have been carried upon 


Men's Shoulders, and committed to the Duſt, ſo that 


what I am inditing, may find her in the Grave. She 


may be ſleeping in ſome Church- yard that I know no- 
thing of, among Thouſands of dead Bodies, never to 


awake, never to ariſe, till the Archangel's Trumpet 
ſounds, and the Heavens are no more.—The very 


Imagination of this ſudden Change, ſtrikes a Damp 
.vpon my Heart; I hope it is not a Preſage of what 
has 
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has really happened; if it be, and if my dear Siſter'is 
a departed Spirit, I will henceforth labour to dreſs my 


Soul with Holineſs, that it may be ready to go forth at 
a Minute's Warning, and give her the Meeting in ano- 
ther World. There, if my Siſter and Þ ſhall be found 
to have minded, above all Things, the one Thing 
needful, and to be full of heavenly, ſpiritual and divine 
Tempers, ſhe will be to me better than a Siſter; and 
I ſhall be to her, better than a ine ang affectionate 


he er Feng : \ Brother, . 
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LETTER vi 


\ On eee f Grit, 


My dear Friend, 


I Received. your kind Letter, and thank you for your 
affectionate Wiſhes. I endeavour not to be behind- 


hand with my Peo 1 51 in this Exerciſe of Love. Tou 


are always on my Heart, and often, often mentioned 


in my Prayers. Eſpecially, that you may be Partakers 


of the Holy Ghoſt, and feel all thoſe ſaving Copvic- 
tions, which are deſcribed by our Lord, John xvi. 8, 


9 10, 11. That you may be intereſted in the New 
Covenant; and enjoy all thoſe precious Privile 

which were purchaſed for us by our dying Saviour, and 
are recorded by his Apoſtle, Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. 


Yeſterday, in the Evening, two Gentlemen of the 
City came to viſit me. Our Converſation was ſuch, as 


I would have your's be. Such as was ſuited (if God 


vouchſafe his Bleſſing) to edify one another, and miniſter 
Grace to the Hearers. We talked of that infinitely 
condeſcending and gracious Friend of Sinners, who 

came. 
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came from Heaven on Purpoſe; to be crucified ſor us, 
and is returned unto. Heaven on Purpoſe to intercede 
for us. The Interceſſion of our bleſſed Lord was the 

chief Subject of our Diſcourſe; and is a m enen 
able Artiele of our Faith. Becauſe, 0 


His Interceſſion never ceaſes.— He Groth at 0 
Reight-hand of his Father, in an abiding Poſture.— 
Other HighePrieſts are removed by Death; but he 
ever liveth to make Interceſſion for us. We reſign 
Part of our Time to ſleep, and then loſe all Attention 
to our on Intereſts ; but he is the Keeper of Mael, 
who never ſlumbereth nox. ſlecpeth. We too frequently 
forget our God, and negle& to carry on Communion 
with him. But. Chriſt has written our Names (worth- 
leſs as they are) upon the Palms of his Hands; and, 
a Mother may — her ſucking Child, much ſooner 
than he will diſcofitinue his kind Concern for the — 
Believer. 
His Interceſſion always prevails, —If Moſes was neal 
when he made Supplication in Behalf of ael; if Fob 
vas not denied, when he petitioned, for_the Pardon of 
Bis three Friends; if Eljab's Prayer entered into the 
Ear of the Lord God of Hoſts, when he requeſted for 
Rain upon the patched; Earth; ſurely God's dearly 
beloved Son, will not be rejected, when he maketh In- 
terceſſion for the Saints.— The Father loves him, infi- 
_ nitely loves him, and therefore hears. him. —He has 
ſed whatever he aſks; purchaſed it by his Obe- 


e and Death, and therefore cannot but obtain his 
Suit. 


Perhaps, you will -inquire, What it is, that Chriſt 
Prays for ?—We are informed of this in Jabn xvii. he 


N that we may be kept from the Evil, that is in 
the World, Verſe, 15. — That we may be fſan&ified 


re the Truth ; fanQified through. the Word of 


Script dure, 
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Scripture; Verſe 15. That we may be united to Chriſt, 
and have Fellowſhip with the Father by Faith; Fellow- 
ſhip with one another by brotherly Love, Verſe 21.— 
That we may be made perfect in his Righteouſneſs; 
preſented without Spot through his Blood; and, at laſt, 
be with him whete he is, to behold his Glory, and y_—_ 
take of his Joy, Verſes 23, 24. 


 Sh6Wld you be deſirous of knowing, whether you are 
in the Number of thoſe, for whom Chriſt intercedes ? 
You may determine this important Point, by the fol- 
lowing Queſtions. —Do you value above all Things, 
the Bleſſings fot , which Chriſt infercedes Do you 
Join your own repeated and earneſt Supplications to his 
Interceſſthn ? And do you rely wholly upon Chriſt's 
unſpeakable Merits, for the Acceptance of all your 
Prayers ?—If ſo, be not diſcouraged ; Chriſt is your 
Advocate with the Father. He died for you on the 
Croſs, and pleads his meritorious Oblation for you 0 on 


his Throne: 


Is not this an ineſtimable Bleſſing * If Heithiah de- 
fired the Prayers of Iſaiah ; if Darius deſired the 
Prayers of the godly Jews ; for himſelf and his Sons ; 
how ſhould we rejoice in having the Prayers of the 
exalted Jeſus !—If we are tempted, let this be our Secu- 
rity, Luke xxii. 31, 32. If we fall into Sin, through 
the Infirmity of rhe Fleſh, tet this be our Refuge, 
1 Jobn ii. 1, 2. If under Apprehenſions of Death, or 
eternal Judgment, let this be our Conſolation, Rom. viii. 


33,4. 
I don't write out the Scriptures, becauſe 1 would 
have you look them out, or even write them out with 
Four own Hand. And may the bleſſed Spirit of God 
write them upon all our Hearts !—This will come to 
you, I hope; on Chriſtmas Eve. Tou will talk of this 
Letter, and its Contents, to your Harveſt-men. I 
Vol. II, D ' ſhould 
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ſhould be glad to be with you, and converſe as we uſed 
to do, on Chriſt and the Kingdom of Heaven. None 
of my Flock, I hope, will be filled with Liquor, 
wherein is Exceſs ; but be filled with the Spirit. My 
kind Love to your Family, and all your Neighbours ; 
particularly to your Brother. William, whoſe Letter I 
ſhall anſwer by the firſt Opportunity. 


| Yours, &c. 
— — | 
LET Teas rn 


On the Wonders aud Varieties of the Creation. 


Stoke-Abbey, * 19, 1 738. 

Daw Sifer, 
ILL you accept of another Lathes from your 
loving Brother, who loves your better Part, and 
would fain be helpful to your immortal Intereſts? I 
think I wrote to you when at London ; I know not what 
Acceptance that Letter found, but I can aſſure you it 
meant nothing but Good, ſpiritual e. and ever- 
laſting Advantage to you. | 
- I hope **** and **** are more eaſy with regard to 
me and my Welfare. My Diſorder is a Languor and 
Faintneſs, a Feebleneſs and Inability for Action, which 
is increaſed or leſſened according to the various Tem- 
perature of the Weather. I bleſs God Almighty, I am 
not deprived of my Appetite to Food, neither are my 
Bones chaſtened" with Pain, ſo that many impute all 


my Complaints to a hipptſh and over-timorous Turn 
of Mind, to a diſtempered Imagination, rather than a 


I write 


I» A ts 


C. 
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I write this in a Pleaſure-Houſe of Mr. ****, ſituate 
upon a high Cliff, on the very Edge of the Sea. On 
one Side a vaſt Tract of Land extends itſelf, finely 
diverſified by ſtately Trees, floating Corn, and Paſturagt 
for Cattle. On the other Side rolls the great and wide 
Sea, where go the Ships, and where 1s that Leviathan, 
whom the Almighty Creator has made to take his 
Paſtime therein. Which Way ſoever I look, I meet 
with Footſteps of the divine Immenſity : I view thy 
great and marvellous Works, O Lord God omnipotent : 
I am encountered with ten thouſand Arguments, to fear 
thy tremendous Power, and love thy diffuſive Good- 
neſs, Oh! how ſafe are they, who have fo infinite and 
mighty a Being for their Guard ! how happy are they, 
who have fo inexhauſtibly rich a God for their Portion! 
But, how wretched, dear Siſter, how miſerably and 
emphatically wretched, who have ſuch a one for their 
Enemy and Avenger | Oh! how can our feeble Frame, 
that ſhrinks at a little light Affliction, that is but for a 
Moment,,—how can it bear the never-ending Vengeance 
of that prodigious Arm, which ſtretched out the Hea- 
vens, laid the Foundations of the Earth, and poured 
out the Waters of the mighty Deep 


I have been about twenty, or twenty-ſix Miles into 
Cornwall, and ſeen wonderous Workmanſhip of the 
all-creating God ; ragged Rocks, roaring Seas, frightful 
Precipices, and dreadfully ſteep Hills. At Biddeford, 
a Market-Town, about fourteen Miles off, I am pretty 
well known, and am a little eſteemed. It is ſtrange 
to tell, but let it be to the Glory of God's free and un- 
deſerved Goodneſs, though I am worthy of Shame and 
univerſal Contempt, yet I find Favour, and good Un- 
derſtanding almoſt wherever I go. 


Mr. *** *'; Houſe is ſituate in a fine Vale. It is 


an ancient ö SOUR, built far the Uſe of religious 
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Recluſes, and has an antique, grave, and ſolemn Aſpect. 
Before it is a neat Spot of Ground ſet apart for the 
Uſe of a Garden, enriched with Fruits, and beautified 
with Flowers. This leads into a curious Sort of arti- 
ficial Wilderneſs made of Elms and Limes, planted in 
Rows, cut into Form, and uniting their Branches. In 
the Midſt is a Fountain large enough to ſwim in, and a 
little Engine playing the Waters. On each Side are 
Arbours for Shade, in various Parts Seats for Reſt; on 


the right Hand runs parallel to it a clear purling Brook 


repleniſhed with Trout, on the Left a thick Grove 
hanging from the Side of a Hill: the one ſerves for a 
watery Mound, the other is a leafy Shelter from the 
North Wind, and both, I think, greatly ornamental. 
This, you will fay, is pleaſant; - but how unworthy to 
be compared with thoſe bliſsful Manſions fitting up for 


the Righteous in the Heaven of Heavens! This, and 


if there be any other Spot a thouſand Times more 
delicate, is no better than a howling Wilderneſs, if 


compared with the Regions of Paradiſe. I wiſh my 


dear Siſter would earneſtly ſeek for God's Grace to 
draw off her Affections from earthly Delights, and fix 
them there where real, ſubſtantial, and eternal Joys are 
to be found, viz. on the bliſsful Viſion of God, and the 
Fulneſs of Joy that is in his Preſence for evermore. 


Your, Se. 


- « - p | 4s ws . LET. 
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LETTER X. 
Advice to a new-married Couple, 


| Biddeford, Dec. 10, 1740. 
Dear Siſter, | 
fue roy I am ſo backward in my Compliments; 

A I am moſt hearty in my Wiſhes, that your 
Huſband and yourſelf may enjoy abundance of Happi- 
neſs in the married State. I congratulate, late, but I 
ſhall ever pray, that you may find Bleſſings twiſted 
with the-matrimonial Bands ; and not only live lovingly 
together, as one Fleſh, but live holily together as 
F ellow-heirs of the Grace of Life. 


I hope you will both remember the eternal World, 
which muſt -very ſhortly receive you. That ere long 
the nuptial Bed muſt be reſigned for a Lodging in the 
Grave ; and the Ornaments of a ſparkling Bride, be 
exchanged for the Dreſſings of Death. And if, under 
the frequent View of theſe ſerious Truths, you ſtudy to 
further each other in Faith and Holineſs—Then will 
you be true Help- meets one to the other: then will 
you come together, not for the worſe, but for the 
better: then may you truſt, that when Death ſhall 
diſſolve the Union below, Chriſt Jeſus will bid it com- 
mence again above; and continue to endleſs Ages, in 
the Midft of unſpeakable Delight. 

Pleaſe to preſent my humble Service to the ſeveral 
Mr. *, and Mrs. *, that ſtill remain in your 
Town, to Mrs. * *, and her Daughter; Mr. * * * 
and his Wife, and Mr. ** *. Remember me alfo in 
the kindeſt Manner to yaur poor Neighbours, particu- 
larly thoſe, who have Mr. *'s Books. May God Al- 
"OY give them Grace bu make a proper and FO 
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Uſe of them! May he ſanctify the attentive and dili- 
gent Reading of them, to their Increaſe in Godlineſs, 
and in the e of our * and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt ! 

When you ſee my Collingtree Relations and Acquaint- 
ance, ſalute them affectionately in my Name. I ſuppoſe 
you will ſoon ſee our Father and Mother, preſent my 
Duty to them. I ſhould rejoice to ſee them again in 
the Fleſh, before any of us go hence, and are no more 
ſeen. May the Father of our Spirits, and the Father 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our Righteouſneſs, prepare 
us for a happy Meeting in the Regions of Glory, and 
for the bliſsful Viſion of his own adorable Self. 

There is at Biddeford, and has been for a conſider- 
able Time, a Townſman of mine, a middle-aged Man, 
born at „ his Name is . I little thought to 
find ſuch a Perſon in theſe remote Parts. It puts me 
in Mind of Heaven, where People of every Kindred 
and Tongue, of all Nations and Languages, will form 
one general and glorious Aſſembly. May you and 1, 
dear Siſter, one Day be numbered with thoſe Children 
of God; and have our Lot, our delightful and ever- 
laſting Lot, among the Saints. 


I am, &c. 
: = ; 
LETTER XL. 
On the various Gifts of Providence. 
Bi ord, Fuly 7, 1741. 
— daeford, July 7, 1741 


2 a very fultty Journey, 1 arrived fafe at 
Biddefard. Here J have been one whole Week. 
At Bath and Bridgwater ] made a conſiderable Stay. 1 
tarried 


2 
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rarried at each Place a couple of Nights 3 was enter 
tained with Abundance of Civility. 

There is a general Proſpect of a plenteous Harveſt. 
The Vallies ſtand ſo thick with Corn, as makes the 
Traveller rejoice, and the Huſbandman fing. There 

is great Want and Scarcity of many Things, but there 
is Plenty of Fiſh. Now the dry Land is fo barren, 
the Waters yield the larger Increaſe. It is obſerved, 
to the Glory of God's good Providence, that now 
Fleſh is fo dear, Fiſh is uncommonly cheap. Thus 
graciouſly does the Almighty, when he locks up one, 
open another Fountain of his Beneficence. 
my Abſence from Biddeford, a luſty Man, in the Prime 
nc. Vigour of Life, was carried 'off by my Father's 
Diſorder. It is therefore diftinguiſhed-Mercy, that our 
Father has enjoyed; ſuch as has been with-held from 
others, while it has been vouchfafed to him. 

I am now far from my dear Relations. Friends I 
have indeed, but not one of my Kindred near me. Oh! 
that God may be my Guide, my Protector, and my 
Portion here and for ever. If the Lord, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt be my Shepherd, I ſhall lack nothing. 
Unworthy, altogether unworthy of fuch an ineſtimable 
Favour. I defire to lie at the Feet of his free un- 
merited Grace; ſeeking what he is ready to give, 
though I, alas! am moſt undeſerving. And furely we 
have good Reaſon to hope, and the very beſt Encou- 
ragement to ſeek, For, if he gave his Life, and ſpik 
his Blood for us, will he not much rather give us Pardon 
of our Sins, and Juſtification through his Righteouſneſs? 

I hope my Brother is in perfect Health, I 
wiſh him a ſeaſonable and kindly Harveſt; and wiſh 
you both Abundance of Happineſs ; 

And am, dear Siſter, 
His and yours, &c. 


D 4 LE T- 
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LETTER XII. 


On Preachin the Mercy of the Saviour. 


"My or Friend, 


| F IND you have had Mr. among you lately ; 
1 many I hope have found abundant Benefir from his 
Preaching, and you in particular. He is a ſhining 
Light, a choice and illuſtrious Ambaſſadour of Jeſus 
Chriſt : what a Savour of his divine Maſter does he 
ſhed abroad whenever he preaches !, Such a Sayour, as 
many Corruptions cannot overcome, nor all the World 
ſuppreſs. . Biddeford, 1 hope, has experienced this Sa- 
your : :—Methinks, I now ſee him in the Pulpit, and 
hear him lifring up his compaſſionate Voice like 3 
Trumpet, and proclaiming the acceptable Vear of the 
Lord. Methinks, I ſee him diſplaying the Goſpel 
Standard, and his Tongue touched from the heavenly 
Altar, inviting Sinners to flock under his Shadow; 
crying, Come, ye ſimple ones, whom Satan has be- 
guiled, and Chriſt ſhall give you Light ; come ye 
wicked ones, whom Satan has enſlaved, "and the graci- 
ous, Redeemer ſhall ſet you free; come ye. that have 
been righteous in your Own Eyes, forſake this Refuge 
of Lies, and enter into the Ark before the Rains de- 
ſcend, and the Floods come, which will ſweep away 
every falſe Hope; Oh! lean not upon a broken Reed; 
build not upon the ſinking Sand; but upon the Rock 
of Ages: the Foundation laid in Zion by the Hand of 
Heaven itſelf. Come unto Jeſus, ye ruined and un- 
done Sinners, for he has a tender Heart that is ever 
open to receive you ; and an Arm that is omnipotent 
to ſave you. Indeed, my Friends, thoſe that know 
Chriſt's Name will ſeek no other Saviour, nor deſire 
uy 
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any other Good ; all their Bones will cry out, Lord, 
unto whom ſhall we go, but unto thee, thou only haſt 
the Words of eternal Life. They that know Chriſt's 
free Goodneſs, will put their whole Truſt in him, and 
ſeek no other Way to the Father of Mercy, but through 
his Merit. This is their only Claim they have to makes 
for their Acceptance, Chriſt died ; bur for whom did 
he die, my dear Friends ?. He gave himſelf a Ranſom 
for all, he was lifted up uꝑon the accurſed Tree, and 
out of his Side, came a Fountain of Blood and Water, 
where. every Sinner may bathe and be. made clean. 
The awakened Sons of Adam, that feel their Miſeries, 
ſee a Fulneſs of Merit in one Drop of that Blood, 
ſufficient to atone for the Guilt of ten thouſand Worlds. 
This fills them with great Comfort, although they are 
vile Sinners. What though they are loathſome Beggars 
taken from the Dunghill of Uncleanneſs, that are but 
now returning from the Highways and Hedges of every 
abominable Practice. What though they are as Beaſts 
before God; very Dogs, like that poor Syrophenician 
Woman, yet Chriſt's ſaving Kindneſs is ſo great and 
unbounded, that he caſteth out none who come unto 
him. Here is Conſolation for the trembling Sinner, 
though he has not a Grain of Worthineſs in himſelf, 
yet, his Lord has infinite Treaſures of unmerited Grace. 
They who believe that Chriſt ſhed his precious Blood 
for guilty . Sinners, will chearfully put their Truſt in 
this Atonement for Pardon. They will ſay, Oh! they 
will often lay with Gratitude glowing in their Breaſts, 
and Tears in their Eyes ; Be it that my Sins are as the 
deepeſt Crimſon Dye, and more in Number than the 
Hairs of my Head, yet the Blood of Chrift cleanſeth 
from all Sin, and waſheth a filthy polluted Conſcience 
whiter than Snow. With him there is not ſcanty, but 
plenteous Redemption. Be my Debts ever ſo great, 
ten thouſand Times ten thouſand Talents, yer the 


Agonies 
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Agonies of the once ſlaughtered Lamb, has paid it to 
the very uttermoſt Farthing. They who know his 
Righteouſneſs, will put their Truſt in it alone for Juſti- 
fication. If I had the Righteouſneſs of a Saint, ſays 
one, Oh how happy ſhould I be! If I had the Righte- 
ouſneſs of an Angel, fays another, I ſhould fear no 
Evil: But I am bold to ſay, that the pooreſt Sinner 
that believes in Chriſt, has a Righteouſneſs infinitely 
more excellent than either Saints or Angels : for if the 
Law aſks for ſinleſs Perfection, it is to be found in my 
divine Surety ; if the Law requires an Obedience that 
may ſtand before the burning Eye of God, behold it is 
in Jeſus my Mediator: ſhould the ſtricteſt Juſtice 
arraign me, and the pureſt Holineſs make its Demands 
upon me, I remit them both to my dying and obedient 
Immanuel ; with him the Father is always well pleaſed, 
in him the Believer is complete. They who know 
Chriſt's Power will put their Truſt in him for Sanctifi- 
cation of Heart and Newneſs of Life. Though Sin 
is rooted in my Soul, and riveted in my Conftitution, 
yet Chriſt can purge it out. Though it were twiſted 
with every Nerve of my Fleſh, yet he can make the 
rough Tempers ſmooth, and the crooked Diſpoſitions 
ſtraight : the vile Affections, like Legions of Devils, 
he can root out, and fill every Heart with the pure Love 
of God; to which happy State of Soul may both you 
and I be brought while here below ; that we may be 
made meet to aſcend to that Habitation of God, where 
nothing unclean can enter, 


1 am yours ſincerely, c. 


LE T- 
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LETTER MC 
On a plentiful Haroeft. 


Bath. 
Dear Madam, 


. * Bath I have tarried thus long, but propoſe to ſet 
forward for my Father's Houſe, if I live till next 
Week; and if I have as good a Journey thither, as I 
had to this Place, I ſhall have Cauſe to be very thankful 
to that gracious Providence which bleſſes our going out, 
and our coming in; which protects us from Wrong and 
Robbery ; from Evil, Accidents and Dangers, as with 
a Shield. I hope you, Madam, and Mr. *, are 
well; and ſhould rejoice to hear of you both being 
Partakers of that which I wiſh you to enjoy; and none 
can be ſaid truly to enjoy Health, but thoſe who im- 
prove it to the Purpoſe ; all others waſte Health ; em- 
bezzle it; ſquander it away ; all but thoſe who uſe it as 
a precious Opportunity of making their Calling and 
Election ſure. ' We have had moſt delicate Weather for 
the Harveſt; a Bleſſing, which I don't doubt has been 
vuchſated to you as well as to us; an univerſal Blefling ! 
and fuch as will prove very extenſive. We ſhall feel 
the good Effects of it, all the Year round, when Winter 
freezes the Air, and turns the Earth into Iron, or 
buries it under Heaps of Snow. We ſhall be refreſhed 
even then with the Productions of the fruitful Seaſon. 
Oh ! that our Hearts may be filled with Gratitude, as 
our Barns are with Plenty, The Harveſt puts me in 
Mind of the End of the World ; then our Bodies ſhall 
ariſe out of the Duſt of the Earth, having lain awhile 
under the Clods and ſeen Corruption, they will then 
ſpring up incorruptible and immortal, an amazing Mul- 

4 titude, 
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titude, like the Blades of Graſs, or the Ears of Corn, 
innumerable. h 

The Huſbandman in Harveſt, receives a Reward for 
all his Toil. The Labours of the preceding Year are 
amply recompenſed by the rich Fruits of Increaſe. And 
the Conſummation of all Things will be the great Re- 
tribution-Day ; then the Chriſtian receives the End of 
his Faith, even the Salvation of his Soul; then the 
Riches he has coveted, will be beſtowed in the Favour of 
the ſeeing him who is immortal, inviſible ; whoſe loving 
Kindnefs is better than Life. He will ſee the Deſire 
of his Soul, and the Fruits of his Saviour's Sufferings, 
and fit down everlaſtingly ſatisfied. The Huſbandman 
rejoices in Harveſt, this is his Time of Feſtivity and 
Delight. © They joy before thee,” ſaith the Scriptures, 
c according to the Joy of the Righteous,” they will Iook 
up and rejoice, to behold their Redeemer coming in the 
Clouds of Heaven, and all the Holy Angels with him; 
then will they look down and rejoice to fee the wicked 
World burning, in which they were tempted ; rejoice 
to ſee all their Enemies put under their Feet, and 
when the Doors of Heaven are left open, then ſhall 
they enter triumphantly into that City of the living 
God, and everlaſting Joy will be upon their Heads, 
and reign with Chriſt for evermore. Into this exceeding 
great and eternal Bliſs, I wiſh you, Madam, and your 
Huſband, an abundant Entrance, and remain his and 
your, Sc. 


1 


1. E T. 
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LET T ER. XIV. 


On the Divine Benevolence. 


Dear Doctor, 


OU need make no Excuſe for recommending Mr. 

*in his diſtreſſed Condition. I am pleaſed to 
ſee you ſo tenderly concerned for a Brother's Welfare ; 
and Iam glad you have uſed the Freedom of applying to 
me ; ſeeing Divine Providence has put it in my Power 
to help a Diſciple, a Child, a Member of Chriſt. .1 
purpoſed to have given him“, and to have lent him 
three; nor ſhould I have been very rigorous in exacting 
the Debt, provided there was but little Ability to repay. 


But leſt the Fear of not being able to repay, ſhould 


create Anxiety in an honeſt Heart, and leſſen the Com- 
fort of a ſeaſonable Supply, I make him a Preſent of 
the Whole ; heartily wiſhing, that the ſame gracious 
God, who inclined a Stranger's Heart to beſtow it, 
may alſo proſper his Endeavours to improve it. And 
if he often calls to Remembrance that Almighty Power 
and Goodneſs which made a few Drops of Oil at the 
Bottom of a Cruſe, and a little Handful of Meal that 
was the gleaning of the Barrel, a laſting Support to the 
Prophet, and to the poor Widow, and her Son, I doubr 
not but that he will be enabled to fix his Dependance 
upon the ſame everlaſting Father, for needful Succeſs 
in Trading. So that by God's Bleſſing, I hope, this 
little Stock, frugally managed, may, through his kind 
Providence, put him in a Way of procuring Neceſſaries 
in this Wilderneſs, till he comes to the Fulneſs of the 
heavenly Canaan. 


I think every Inſtance of Kindneſs ſhewn to us, or 
exerciſed by us, ſhould enlarge our Apprehenſions of 


9 the 
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the Divine Benevolence. What is a Grain of Duſt to 
the whole Earth? what is a Drop of Water to the great 
Ocean? or what are a few Days to the countleſs Ages 
of Eternity ? Leſs, unſpeakably leſs is all created Kind- 
neſs, compared with the boundleſs Goodneſs of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. For by him we have Acceſs to the 
Father, being reconciled by his Blood ſhed on the Croſs. 
We are adopted and received into the Church, whereof 
Chrift is the Head. Being thus in the Favour of God, 
he delighteth in hearing the Prayer of Faith, which 
thoſe who believe in Chriſt daily put up to the Throne 
of Grace. Oh! how great is his Loving-kindneſs and 
tender Mercy. He is exalted, that he may have Mercy 
upon all that call upon him in Sincerity and Truth. 
He waited to be gracious. He giveth liberally, and 
ee eee 
neſs. Oh ! how great are theſe Bleſſings which he giveth. 
Bleſſings, in Compariſon of which, Silver is as Clay, 
and Gold as the Mire of the Streets, He giveth Grace 
and Glory, and no good Thing will he withhold from 
them who live a godly Life ; from them who are ac- 
cepted in the Beloved, and love him who firſt loved 
them. I ſhall add that charming Declaration of the 
beloved Diſciple, and earneſtly wiſh that we may learn 
by happy Experience, and feel in our Souls, what it 
means We have known and believed the Love that 
God hath to us.” Let me beg my dear Friends to re- 
member at the Throne of Grace, | 


Your affectionate Friend, Ee. 


LE T- 
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LETTER: XV. 
On the All-ſufficiency of the Saviour. 


Neſtiu-Havell, 1744- 
Dear * a 


Promiſed * ** to ſend the Remainder of her Letter, 
in a few Lines to you. Either ſhe may tranſcribe 
from you, or you from her, in order to compleat the 
little Efay.—T left off, I think, ſomewhere hereabouts. 
ut ſpiritual Intereſts are infinitely more valuable. 
For thoſe, therefore, Chriſt will provide more abun- 
dantly : if they want Knowledge, he will not only give 
them his divine Word, but his enlightening Spirit, to 
lead them into all Truth.—If they are poor, he will 
give them the fine Gold of his Obedience: he will ſay 
to them as the Father ſaid in the Parable, „Son, all that 
I have is thine.” Are they wounded ? He will give them 
the healing Balm of his precious Blood ; this will cure 
the Wound which Sin has made in the Soul ; and make 


the Bones which have been broken, to rejoice. Are 


they naked ? He will cloath them with the Robe of his 
own Righteouſneſs ; they ſhall appear before the God 
of Gods in the Garments of this their elder Brother. 
Are they weak? His Strength ſhall be made perfect in 
their Weakneſs ; he will work in them both to will and 
to do of his good Pleaſure. When they die he has 
provided a Flight of Angels to attend their departing 
Souls, and conduct them to his own compaſſionate 
Arms; he has provided Manſions of Glory, a Houſe 
not made with Hands eternal in the Heavens, for their 
future Reception. He has provided a Fulneſs of Joy 


and Pleafures for evermore, for their final Portion and 
Inheritance, 


OL f 
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Oh! what ample Proviſion i is here ! this is indeed 
good Meaſure preſſed down, and ſhakeri together, and 
running over.—What can needy Creatures want, which 
Jeſus does not ſupply? Juſtly was it once faid by an 
eminent Believer, Jehovah Jireh “: let this be the 
Linguage of our Hearts in all our Needs. 

The Hen comforts her Winter Brood; ſhe ferèens 
them from the Inclemencies of the Weather, She 
ſpreads otit her Wings, and forms a Canopy « over them; 
this affords them a Houle to lodge in, and a Bed to 
ſleep on; no Velvet is ſofter, no Blankets are warmer; 
here they are cheriſhed and refreſhed ; here they find 
Heat when they ſhiver with Cold, are dried when they 
come dropping with Wet. 

Jeſus alſo comforts his poor PE he is called the 
Conſolationof /r-ael: © Come unto me,“ ſays the merciful 
Redeemer, < all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you Reſt ; all ye that are weary, and I will 
refreſh you.“ He is afflicted in all their Afflictions, and 
is as ready to ſuccour them, as a Man is to allay the 
Anguiſh of his own ſmarting Fleſh. He is the good, 
che inconceivably good Shepherd, whoſe Bowels yearn 
with the tendereſt Compaſſion, when his Lambs are 
fatigued or diſtreſſed ; he even lays them in his Boſom. 
Every Thing but Jeſus ſpeaks Terror, and creates 


Diſmay to his little Flock. But this compaſſionate 


Shepherd leads them forth beſides the Waters of Com- 
fort, The World lays many a Snare for their Feet; 


the World perſecutes and hates them. In the World 
they muſt have Tribulation; but Chriſt ſays be of good 


Cheer, I have overcome the World, and wall make 
you Partakers of my Victory; becauſe I have conquered, 
ve ſhall conquer alſo. The Law lays dreadful Things | 
to their Charge; the Law is the Miniſtration of Con- 


* The Lord wall provide, ; 
| demnation ; 
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demnation; the Law thunders out Threatenings : they 
are Rebels, ſays that righteous Law; they have tranſ- 
greſſed my Precepts; they deſerve to ſuffer all the 
Curſes denounced againſt the difobedient and ungodly. 
Bur Chriſt gently whiſpers, be of good Courage, my 
People, take Sanctuary in your Mediator, have 
anſwered all the Demands of the Law: if it requires 


he Puniſhment, I ſuſtained Torments unutterable ; if it 
1; inſiſts on Blood, I fitisfied it with divine Blood; with 
to every Drop of my Heart's Blood; ſo that thete 1 is no 
r; Condemnation to them that are intereſted i in me. If it 
ad called for Righteouſneſs, I ſubmitted to its Authority; 
ey I performed every Jot and Tittle of its Commands, 
| and thereby brought in 4 perfect and everlaſting Righ- 
he teoulneſs. Lay hold oh my Obedience; receive this 
ful from my free Grace, and the Law has nothing more to 
nd charge againſt you; for the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
by is fulfilled in them that bekeve, though the Devil tempts 
d and diſtreſſes the Children of Jeſus.— He not only 
he tempts but accuſes them, aggravating and calling aloud 
d for Vengeance: cries down with them, down with them, 
= even to the Duſt, But Jeſus graciouſly ſteps in, baffles 
7 the Accuſation, arreſts the Judgment, and ſays, I have 
a6 died to ſave them from going into the Pit; for I have 
= found a Ranſom : if they have finned, I have taken 
od them upon myſelf; if they have multiplied Tranſgreſ- 
* fions as the Stars of Heaven, my Father hath laid on 
* me the Iniquities of them all. They are my redeemed 
Id Ones; they are bought with my Blood. I cannot loſe 
Ry my Purchaſe ; if they are not ſaved, I am not glorified. 
ke Such ſweet Truths ſent. Home upon the poor Soul, 
ed, Wl muſt be very comfortable and reſtorative to the drooping 


ngs Sinner; more refreſhing. and gladening to the Con- 

on- ſcience, than the Feathers of the Hen are a her feeble 
ſtarving Brood. 

Vor. II. E Upon 


MN ; 
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Upon the whole, let us imitate the Chickens, by 


4 5 in Jeſus for all we want or wiſh ; let us lean 
upon our Beloved in all our Progreſs through this 
Wilderneſs; expect to be furniſhed entirely out of his 


Fulneſs; look for Protection from his almighty Arm. 
Depend upon Proviſion from his inexhauſtible Trea- 


ſures; and for Comfort, from a growing Senſe of our 
Intereſt in Him. 

Let this be the habitual Language of our Heart.— 
Bleſſed Lord, I am weak and wretched, ſurrounded by 
a Multitude of Dangers, and defiled by a thouſand 


Corruptions, Oh! defend me by the eternal Power. 


Let thy almighty Arm be ever over me. Let thy 
Holy Spirit be ever with me; never leave me to my 


Enemies; never give me up to my own Blindneſs and 


Impotency, for I flee unto thee to hide me: on thee I 
depend to break every Snare of Temptation that en- 
dangers me from without, to mortify every Seed of 


Corruption that pollutes me from within. I am poor 


and needy, bleſſed. Jeſus, do thou provide for me. 
Since I muſt one Day give an Account of myſelß to 
God; let thy Blood waſh away my Guilt, and drown 
all my Tranſgreſſions. Since I muſt, ere long, - ſtand 
before him whoſe Eyes are as a burning Fire, Oh 
cloath me with. the Robes of thy Righteouſneſs, the 
Garments of Salvation, that I may be holy and blame- 
leſs in his Sight. Since I muſt quickly die out of this 
miſerable World, provide me an Entrance into- thine 
own everlaſting Kingdom ; and while I continue in this 
World, provide me with Grace ſufficient for me, that 
J may live like thine Ele&, and adorn the Goſpel of 
God my Saviour. 

l am oſten diſtreſſed; miſgiving Thoughts and Anguiſh 


of Mind, makes me hang down my Head like a Bulruſh. 


Through Fear of Death, and Dread of eternal Judg- 
ment, my Joints are ſometimes ready to ſmite one 
. . : _ againſt 


oo” oo . 1 nm . 
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againſt another; but Oh ! holy, and moſt merciful Sa- 
viour be thou my Support. Pour the Oil of Gladneſs 
into my inner Man ; give me the Joy of thy Salvation : 
the Law condemns me, but do thou juſtify me ; my 
own Conſcience writes bitter Things againſt me, but 
do thou whiſper to my Soul, Be of good Cheer, thy 
Sins are forgiven thee. The roaring Lion often ter- 
rifies me; but thou good and faithful Shepherd, ler 
thyſelf comfort me. Let me know, and feel, that I 
am thine, and then nothing ſhall pluck me out of thy 
Hands. | 
This was wrote before my late Illneſs. You ſee from 
hence, that you my Friends at Biædeford, have been on 
my Thoughts, though they have not of late been ad- 
dreſſed by way of Letter; and I ſhall always ſay, that 
whether we are ſick or in Health, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
may be the Strength of our Hearts, and our Portion 


for ever. 
= I am, Se. 


LETTER XVI. 
On Praiſe, and the Almighty Power of Chriſt. 


Dear ——, 
T is our Duty continually to ſing Hoſanna to the 
King of Hrael, who treadeth all Enemies under his 
Feet. He can tread them down like Clay in the Streets, 
or caſt them out as Lightning from Heaven. Nothing 
1s impoſſible to him ; they who know Chriſt's Faith- 
fulneſs and Truth, will put their Truſt in him ; they 
will hang upon him every Moment, as the feeble Child 
in the Arms of the indulgent Mother, for Grace to 
ſtrengthen and enable them to withſtand the Devices of 
E 2 h that 
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that Enemy of Souls, who is ſeeking every Moment 
to deſtroy the weak Believer, the Babes in Chriſt.— 
Satan ſays, with that wicked one in Exodus, I will pur- 
fue them with inconceivable Malice and Rage, I will 
overtake and tear them in Pieces like a Lion ; I will 
hy ten thouſand Snares in their Way, and if it be poſ- 
fible, bring them under the Dominion of Sin, and after 
that into the Damnation of Hell. The Believer 
replies, thou wouldeſt effect this O thou Enemy of all 
Godlineſs. I know thou wouldeſt effect it with as much 
Eaſe, as a Feather is borne down by a ſweeping Whirl- 
wind, was I left a Moment to myſelf ; but my Strength 
do I aſcribe unto my incarnate God. The blefled Jeſus 
has undertaken for my Security; he watches over me 
every Moment, and nothing can pluck me out of his 
Hands. He hath ſaid, who ſhall diſannul i it, that Sin 
ſhall not have Dominion over me ; he will preſerve me 
by his Almighty Power unto Salvation. Let all my 
Adverſaries know aſſuredly, that my Safety is not in 
myſelf.— But as the Hills ſtand round about Jeruſalem, 
even ſo ſtandeth the Lord round about his People, from 
this Time forth for evermore. 

Whoever attempts the Ruin of a Soul, chat is ſtaid 
on Jeſus, muſt wrench the Sovereignty from the Hand 
of Omnipotence, and cauſe unſhaken Faithfulneſs to 
fail. So long as all Things in Heaven and Earth, and 
under the Earth, do bow, and obey the Lamb that 
was ſlain; fo long as Chriſt is a God unchangeable, 
and faithful, that cannot lye, ſo long ſhall a poor feeble 
Worm that truſts in him, be ſecure from Apoſtacy and 
Perdition. - Oh the Bleſſings, the Comforts that ſpring 
from a right Knowledge of Jeſus ! Richer Bleſſings I 
cannot wiſh! Greater Treaſures I cannot enjoy nor 
poſſeſs. This, this alone is that Knowledge which St. 
Paul valued above all other Accompliſnments or Ac- 
, in Compariſon of which, he counted all 

3 Things 
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Things elſe no better than Droſs or Dung. Oh let 

my dear Biddeford Friends beg of the Father of Lights 
to ſend our the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, that 
I may be filled with the Knowledge of him, and of 
Jeſus Chriſt whom' he hath ſent; and in return both 
they and you, my Friends, maybe affured of the moſt 


hearty and repeated Prayers 0 


Your ſincere Friend, Fc. 


* | » 
LETTER XVII 
On publi Ming * Medititions. 


2 Favell, A 16, 1745. 
Sir, 
T is not eaſy to expreſs the Satisfaction I received 
from your 1 and uſeful Converſation this 
Afternoon. I rejoice to find, that there are Gentlemen 
of Genius, Learning, and Politeneſs, who dare profeſs 
a ſupreme Value for the Scriptures, and are not AHaned 
of the Croſs of Chriſt. 1 congratulate you, dear Sir, 
on this Occaſion ; and cannot but look on a Mind ſo 
principled, and a Heart ſo diſpoſed, as a very choice 
and diſtinguiſhing Part of your Happineſs. Was I to 
frame a Wiſh for the deareſt and moſt valuable Friend 
on Earth, I would carneſtly defire, that he might grow 
daily in this Grace, and encreaſe in the Knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And when my 
Pen begs leave to aſſure you, that this is my unteigned 
Wiſh for *, it only tranſcribes what is deeply written 
on-my Heart. 
This brings the Dedication and the Preface, which 
are to introduce a little Eſſay, entitled Meditations 
E 3 among 


J 


Porch will be unſuitable to the Building. 
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among the Tombs, and Reflections on a Flower-Garden, 
in two Letters to a Lady. I hope, Sir, in Conſequence 
of your kind Promiſe, you will. pleaſe to peruſe them 
with the File in your Hand. The Severity of the Critick, 
and the Kindneſs of the Friend, in this Caſe will be 
inſeparable. The Evangelical Strain, I believe, muſt 
be preſerved ; becauſe, otherwiſe, . the introductory 
Thoughts will not harmonize with the ſubſequent ; the 
But if you 
perceive any Meanneſs of Expreſſion, any Quaintneſs 
of Sentiment, or any other Impropriety and Ine legance, 


I ſhall acknowledge i it as a very ſingular Favour, if you 
will be ſo good as to diſcover and correct ſuch Blemiſhes. 


I hope, Sir, my End in venturing to publiſh, is an 
hearty Deſire to ſerve in ſome little Degree, the In- 


tereſts of Chriſtianity, by endeavouring to ſet ſome of 


its moſt important Truths in a Light, that may both 
entertain and edify. As I profeſs this View, I am 
certain, your affectionate Regard for the moſt excelent 
Religion imaginable will incline you to be concerned 
for the Iſſue of ſuch an Attempt, and therefore to con- 
tribute to its Succeſs, both by beſtowing your Ani- 
madverſions upon theſe ſmall Parts, and by ſpeaking 
of the whole (when i it ſhall come abroad) with all that 
Candour which is natural to the Chriſtian, and will be 
ſo greatly needed by this new Adventurer in SEM , 
Wot „ 
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LETTER XVIII. 


On the Benefits of religious Converſation. 


W:ftan- Favell, Nov. 19, 1745. 
Dear. Sir, e 


1 Cannot forbear making my grateful Acknowledge- 
ments for your moſt obliging Letter. You could 
not poſſibly have imagined any Thing more agreeable 
to my Inclination, than the Propoſal you are pleaſed to 
make of admitting me to your Acquaintance and Con- 
verſation. I accept your kind Offer, Sir, with Thank- 
fulneſs, with Joy; and ſhall moſt gladly cultivate a 
Friendſhip, which is not only perfectly innocent, but 
remarkably elegant and improving. Eſpecially, ſince 
you are pleaſed to permit the Diſcourſe to turn upon 
thoſe Points, which it is my Duty to ſtudy, and my 
Delight to contemplate. Nor ſhall I forget, how much 
I am indebted to your Condeſcenſion for this Favour ; 
but ſhall always bear a reſpectful Senſe of the diſ- 
tinguiſhed Rank, and ſuperior Abilities of my worthy 
Friend. 


Indeed I am particularly delighted with ſuch Inter- 
views, as ſerve to enlarge our Knowledge, and refine 
our Affections; ſuch as have an apparent Tendency to 
render us more uſeful in our preſent Stations, and to 
ripen us for future Happineſs ; ſuch was that which I 
lately enjoyed in your Company. This is a Feaſt of 
Reaſon; a Feaſt of Truth; and, I muſt own, has 
Charms for me, infinitely ſuperior to all the impertinent 
Amuſements of modiſh Chat, or the mean Gratifications 
of the Bottle. 


When I have been aſked to ſpend an Afternoon with 
Gentlemen of a learned Education, and unqueſtionable 
E 4 Ingenuity, 
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Ingenuity, I have fancied myſelf invited to take a 
Turn in ſome beautiful Garden ; where I expected to 
have been treated with a Sight of the moſt delicate 
Flowers, and moſt amiable Forms of Nature: when, 
to my great Surpriſe, I have been ſhewn nothing but 
the moſt worthleſs Thiſtle, and contemptible Weeds. 
To one who has ſo often been diſappointed, it muſt be 


_ peculiarly pleaſing to find the Satisfaction which, he has 


long ſought in vain. This I make no Donbt of obs 
taining, if I may be permitted to be a third Perſon in 
the Interview, when you and Mr, *** fit together in 
ſocial Conference. 

I beg leave to return my Thanks for your ingenious 
Remark upon a Sentence in the Eſſay towards a Pre- 
face; and alſo to expreſs my entire Satisfaction in your 
Motion, for conſidering. more attentively the ſpiritual 


| Intereſts of the poor Patients, in the Hoſpital. At 


preſent, it is undeniably plain, that much more aſſiduous 
and effectual Care is taken of their temporal, than of 
their eternal Welfare, With Bleaſure I ſhall; join in 
concerting ſome proper Method to rectify this Miſ- 
conduct, and with a real Alacrity ſhall.execute (as far 
as I ſhall be enabled) any Expedient which you ſhall 
judge conducive to the Recovery and Health of their 
Souls, 

I almoſt repent, that my Pen has intruded, perhaps, 
in the midſt of important Bufineſs, and ſtole ſo much 
of your valuable Time, — But now I have done :—and 
ſhall only repeat, what agreeable Views I form from the 
Proſpe A of our future Ac quaintance, and what an 
Addition 3 it will be to my Rappel to be owned, and 


regarded, 
As, Ec. 


4 LE r. 
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LETTER XIX. 
Miſcellaneous Remarks on the Bible. 
Wefton-Favell, Feb. 9, 1745-6. 


HANKS to you, dear Sir, for your kind Wiſhes. 

Bleſſed be the divine Providence, I am now able 
to inform you, that what you wiſh is accompliſhed. I 
have had one of the moſt agreeable Loſſes I ever met 
with; I have loſt my Indiſpoſition, and am, in a man- 
ner, well! | 

I ſend herewith the Poem on Chriſtianity. The other 
Books, which you have been pleaſed to lend me, will 
follow by the firſt Opportunity. I read Mr. Hobſon” $ 
Performance with. Eagerneſs and Delight.. What is 
wrote by. a valuable Friend, has a kind of ſecret un- 
accountable Charm. It may not be preferable to other 
Compoſitions, yet, methinks, it pleaſes more. 

I congratulate you, Sir, and my Country, on the 
good News received from the North. How do you like 
Stackbouſe's Hiſtory of the Bible? I am ſure he has one 
Advantage, ſuperior to all the Hiſtorians of the World. 
That the Facts he relates are more venerable for their 
Antiquity, more admirable for their Grandeur, and 
more important on Account of their univerſal. Uſeful- 
neſs, I have often thought, that the Scripture is finely 
calculated to furniſh out the moſt exquiſite Entertain- 
ment to the Imagination, from thoſe three principal 
Sources mentioned by Mr. Addiſon, the Great, the 


Beautiful, and the New. But what is this, compared 


with that infinitely noble Benefit of making us wiſe to 
Salvation, of making us Partakers of a divine Nature? 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER: XX. 


Remarks on the Athanaſian Creed and the thirty-nine 
Articles. 


W-efton- Favell, Dec. 17, 1745. 
Sir, 


Admire your remarkable Regard for Truth, and 

that noble Greatneſs of Soul, which ſcorns to facri- 
fice Conſcience to Intereſt, and cannot ſtoop to receive 
temporal Honours on ſuch ignoble Terms. Your 
Conduct reminds me of a moſt amiable Peculiarity in 
the upright and religious Man's Character, as it is 
drawn by the inſpired Writers; with which you cannot 
but be particularly pleaſed, as it ſo exactly correſponds 
with your own; ſuch a one, ſays the royal Preacher, 
feareth an Oath; ſuch a one, adds the ſweet Singer of 
Hrael, ſpeaketh the Truth from his Heart. 


The thirty-nine Articles I have more than once 
ſubſcribed, and as I continue ſtedfaſt in the Belief of 
them, as you are pleaſed to aſk my Opinion relating 
to ſome ſeemingly exceptionable Tenets -contained in 
them, I moſt readily ſubmit it to your Conſideration ; 
not, Sir, in the Capacity of a Caſuiſt, who would at- 
tempt a ſatisfactory Anſwer to your Queſtions; but 
only under the Notion of a ſincere Friend, who would 
freely diſcloſe his whole Soul, and entertain no one 
Sentiment, but what ſhould be communicated to a 
valuable Acquaintance. 

* You are @ good deal puzzled about the Equality of 
« the Son with the Father in Athanaſius's Senſe.” —I 
own, it is no Wonder, that we ſhould be ſomewhat 
ſtaggered at this myſterious Truth; eſpecially if we 
indulge a wanton Curioſity, and inquire after the Quo- 
modeity of the Doctrine, if nothing will content our 

buſy 
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buſy Minds, but a clear Comprehenſion of this Parti- 
cular, they will never be brought to acquieſce in this 
Article. But, if they. dare yenture to believe the 
expreſs Neclarations of infinite Wiſdom, and wait till 
a future State for a full Evolution of the Myſtery, their 
Aſſent will ſoon be determined, 


I once thought a very ſtriking Proof of this ſcrip- 
tural Doctrine might be derived from the known Pro- 
perties of a mortal Child, conſidered in Compariſon 
with the Parent. Is not the Son as perfect a Partaker 
of all the conſtituent Parts of the human Nature as the 
Father? Are not the Children of this Age poſſeſſed of 
the fame Endowments of Body and Mind, as their 
Fathers in the preceding Age? Whatever eſſential 
Excellencies belong to the one, may with equal Truth 
be predicated of the other, And if the Son, in this 
our inferior World, be in all Points equal to his Pro- 
genitor, why ſhould we not ſuppoſe, that the glorious 
Son of God is equal in all Reſpects to his Almighty 
Father ? | | | 


But I chooſe to forbear all ſuch fond Endeavours, 
to explain what, to our very limited Apprehenſions, is 
altogether inexplicable. I rather receive Scripture for 
my Teacher, and give up my Sentiments to be formed 
and conducted by that infallible Guide, In Scripture 
there are Abundance of Texts, which, in the moſt 
explicit Terms imaginable, afſert the Son to be God. 
Now if he be God, he cannot have any Superior: In- 
feriority evidently deſtroys Divinity : Inferiority, in any 
Inſtance, is inconſiſtent with the Notion of a Supreme 
Being. So that every Text in Scripture which aſcribes 
a divine Nature to the bleſſed Jeſus, ſeems to ſpeak all 
that Athanaſius maintains, concerning the abſolute, 
pniyerſal Equality of the Son with the Father, 


In 
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In what Reſpects can the Son be ſuppoſed inferior? 
Are not the ſame Honours given to' the Son, as are 
paid to the Father? The Pſalmiſt mentions two of the 
incommunicable Honours which are due to the Supreme 
Majeſty. Both which, he declares, are and ſhall be 
addreſſed to the Son; Prayer ſhall be made ever unto 
him, and daily hal he be praiſed. This adorable Per- 
ſon is the Object of our Worſhip throughout the whole 
Litany. In the 85295855 of our Liturgy the ſame 
Glory is aſcribed to all the three infinitely exalted Per- 
ſons of the Trinity. I take Notice of this, not as a 
concluſive Argument,, but only- to hint at the uniform 
Judgment of our Reformers on this important Head, 
and to point out their particular Care to inculcate, with 
inceſſant Aſſiduity, this Belief upon the Members of 
their Communion.— Are not the ſame Works aſcribed 
to the Son, as are aſcribed to the Father? ? God, the 
Sovereign and Supreme God, (according to the Peri- 
phraſis of a Hea en Poet, Cui nibil fumile, aut fecun- 
dum;) often deblaves” his matchleſs Perfections, by re- 
ferring Mankind to his aſtoniſhing Works of Creation, 
And is not the Son the Creator of the Univerſe ? All 
Things were made by him, is the Teſtimony of one 
Apoſtle ;' and, he upholdech all Thitigs” by the Word 
of his Power, the Depoſition of another. A not the 
ſame incommutnicable Name apphed to the Son? 
Jehovah is allowed to be a Name never attributed, 
throughout the whole Scripture, to any Being, but 
only to the one living and true God z who only hath 


Immortality, who hath no Superior, none like him in 


Heaven or Earth. But this Title is the Character of 
the incarnate Son. If we compare Moſes and St. Paul, 
we ſhall * that Chriſt is Jehovah, Numb. xxi. 6. with 
1 Cor. x: 9 This Argument, I think, is not common; 
and, | ma own, has had a great Influence in ſettling 


my Judgment, ever fince I was appriſed of it. ys” 
P 
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Proof was fuggeſted in the Morning Leſſon for the 
Day, Ja. xlv. 23. compared with Phil. ii. 10. It is 
the Lord in the Prophet, that infinitely wiſe God who 
manifeſteth, even from ancient Time, the dark and re- 
mote Eyents of Futurity ; who peremptorily declares, 
that there is no God beſides him, conſequently none 
ſuperior in any Degree to him; yet this moſt ſacred 
Perſon, who | in the Prophet's Text has the Attributes 
of incomparable Perfection and unſhared Supremacy, 
is, in the Apoſtle's Comment, the Redeemer. 


I fancy all thoſe Texts of Scripture, which ſeem to 
you, Sir, ſo diametrically oppoſite to this 2 8 

* upon à renewed Examination, appear referable 
only to the Humanity of our Saviour. If ſo, they can- 
not effect the Point under Debate, nor invalidate the 
Arguments urged in its Support. 

After all, I believe, here lies the grand Difficulty. 
Sonſhip, we take for.granted, implies Inferiority. Son- 
ſhip implies the receiving of a Being from another; 
and, to receive a Being is an Inſtance of Inferiority.— 
But, dear Sir, let us repreſs every bold Inquiry into 
this awful Secret; leſt that of the Apoſtle, an EWpaxEY 
tube be the lighteſt Cenſure we incur. What is 
right Reaſoning, when applied to the Caſe of created 
Exiſtence, is little leſs than Blaſphemy when applied to 
that Divine Perſon, who is from Everlaſting to Ever- 
laſting, the great I AM.—The Generation of the Son 
of God is an unfathomable Myſtery. A Prophet cries 
out with Amaze, Who can declare his Generation # 
And if we cannot conceive it, how can we form any 
Concluſions, or determine what Conſequences follow 
from it? Here it becomes us not to examine, but to 


adore. If we know not how the Bones do grow in the 
Womb of her that is with Child, how ſhall, we be able 


to ſtate che Nature, or explain the Effects of a Gene- 
ration, 
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ration, inexpreſſibly more remote from our finite Ap- 
prehenſions ? 


Upon the whole ; ſince the Scripture has given us 
repeated and unqueſtionable Aſſurances, that Chriſt is 
God; ſince common Senſe cries aloud againſt the Ab- 
ſurdity of ſuppoſing a God, who has a Superior; ſhall 
we reje& ſuch poſitive Evidences of Revelation, and 
be deaf to the ſtrongeſt Remonſtrances of our Reaſon, 
merely becauſe we cannot conceive, how the Sonſhip 
of the Redeemer can be compatible with an abſolute 


Equality, in all poſſible Perfection, to the Father? 


It need not be hinted to **, That this Doctrine 
of the Divinity, conſequently of the Equality, of the 
ſacred TRI-UxR, is not merely a ſpeculative Point, but 
has a moſt cloſe Connection with Practice; and is ad- 
mirably fitted to influence our Lives, in the moſt pow- 
erful and endearing Manner. That it is no leſs inſe- 
parably connected with the grand Bleſſings of Acquit- 
tance from the Guilt, and Delivery from the Bondage 
of Sin; Bleſſings of unutterable and infinite Value, 
without which the Children of Men are of all Creatures 
moſt miſerable ; which yet we cannot reaſonably hope 
to enjoy, if any of thoſe illuſtrious Perſons concerned 
in accompliſhing the great Redemption, be ſuppoſed 
leſs than Divine. 


The 18th Article, you add, is “ another Objection 
« fo me, which begins thus, They alſo are to be had 
cc accurſed, &c.”—This, as you obſerve, ſeems harſh. 
Yet the Harſhneſs is not ours, but the Apoſtle's, I 
imagine, this is no more than a Tranſcript of St. Paul's 
awful and ſolemn Declaration, tranſmitted to the Gala- 
tian Converts, and denounced againſt their corrupting 
Teachers. Be pleaſed, Sir, to peruſe attentively that 
whole inſpired Letter, and eſpecially to confider, 
Chap. i. Verſes 6, 7, 8, 9. Then permit me to appeal 

to 
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to yourſelf, whether our Article profeſſes any Doctrine, 
which is not clearly eſtabliſned in that moſt excellent 
Epiſtle; or whether our Church uſes more ſevere 
Terms, than the Apoſtle thinks proper to thunder out, 
in that memorable Paſſage ?—But might not this Doc- 
trine have been palliated a little, or the tremendous 
Sanction ſomewhat ſoftened ? No; we muſt not add 
to, or diminiſh from, our inviolable Rule. A faithful 
Steward of the divine Myſteries, muſt declare the whole 
Will of God, in its full Extent and Latitude; together 
with the fearful Conſequences of preſumptuouſly op- 
poſing it, as well as the bleſſed Effects of cordially 


receiving it. 

I am not ſurpriſed, that this Procedure ſtartles ſome, 
offends others. St. Paul ſeems to have foreſeen this 
Event; and therefore apologizes for himſelf, ſhall I 
fay ? rather declares his unalterable Reſolution of per- 
ſiſting in this Practice; g. d. I am ſenſible, that ſuch 
Teachings will be far from palatable to many of my 
Hearers ; I am aware alſo, that to threaten the divine 
Anathema on every Oppoſer of this Doctrine, will be 
ſtill more offenſive. But ſhall I deſiſt on theſe Conſi- 
derations? Shall I accommodate the ſtandard Doctrines 
of Heaven to the depraved Taſte of the Age; or be 
ſollicitous to make them ſquare with the favourite 
Schemes of human Device, only to avoid creating Diſ- 
guſt in ſome Minds? No, verily: I preach what un- 


erring Wiſdom has revealed, not what capricious Man 


has dreamed, (aßli yap avdpurzs Weihe, n Tov Otov ;) and 
therefore dare not vary one Jot or Tittle from my high 
Orders. My Buſineſs is principally to pleaſe God by 
a faithful Diſcharge of my Commiſſion, not to ingra- 
tiate myſelf with Men, by modelling my Doctrine in 
Conformity to their Humours ; (Cile avIpuroc aptent z) 
and therefore I muſt, I muſt deliver it, juſt as I re- 
ceived it. - 


But 
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But why do I offer to illuſtrate theſe Texts? Your 
own Meditations, I perſuade myſelf, will diſcern, much 
more clearly than I can repreſent, that the Compilers 
of our Articles are no other than the Echo of St. Paul : 
or rather that they only ſet their Seal to the Doctrines 
of Chriſt, which he taught ; and approve that Verdi& 
of Heaven, which he has brought in. This Conſide- 
ration will acquit them from the Charge of Harſhneſs 
of Expreſſion, or Uncharitableneſs of Sentiment. 


Your Objections thus proceed. * 7 Believe that 
ic every one will be ſaved, who as up to the beſt of bis 
« Knowledge.” — ] almoſt durſt venture to join Iſſue 
with my Friend upon this Footing ; and undertake to 
prove, from this very Poſition, the univerſal Neceflit) 
of believing in Chrift for Salvation. Becauſe, I think, 
it is indiſputably certain, that there is no Man living 
who has in all Points acted up to his Knowledge. And 
if he has ſwerved, in any Inſtance, from his known 
acknowledged Duty, how fhall he eſcape Punifhment, 
without an Atonement ? Video meliora proboque deteriora 
ſequor, is what the moſt vigilant and upright of Mortals 
have at ſome unhappy Moments, felt to be true. If fo, 
how ſhall they ſtand before that righteous God, who 
will not acquit the Guilty, without an Intereſt in the 
great Expiation.— But, I preſume, your Propoſition i is 
to be taken in a more qualified Senſe ; it means, that 
thoſe who ſincerely, though not perfectly, in the main 
Courſe of their Life, and as far as the Infirmities of a 
frail Nature admit, act up to their Knowledge; that 
theſe ſhall be ſaved, even without their Application to 
the Merits of a Saviour. If this Opinion be true, I 
own, it muſt be very unſafe to ſubſcribe our Articles. 


When this Point is in Diſpute, I apprehend, we are 
to. confine it to thoſe who live in a Goſpel Land, where 
TI_—_ of knowing the good Will of God pre- 

ſent 
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ſent themſelves every Day, every Hour. As for the 
Hcathens, who lie under unavoidable and irremediable 
Ignorance of the bleſſed Jeſus, they are out of the 
Queſtion. They, I think, ſhould be remitted to God's 
unſearchable Wiſdom. and Goodneſs.” There may be 
uncovenanted Mercies for them, which we know no- 
thing ef. It ſeems to be a daring and unjuſtifiable- 
Raſhneſs, for us to determine one Way or the other, 
with Regard to their final State. This, however, is 
plain from the Oracles of Revelation, that it will be 
more tolerable for thoſe poor Gentiles in the Day of 
eternal Judgment, than for thoſe inexcuſable Infidels, 
who have heard and diſobeyed, the glonous Goſpel.— 
The Controverſy then concerns thoſe only, who have = 
the Bible in their Hands, or the Voice of the Preacher 
ſounding-in their religious Aſſemblies every Sabbath- 
Day. Theſe, dear Sir, I cannot think will inherit 
Salvation, though they act with ever ſo much Sincerity, 
according to their Knowledge, unleſs they add to their 
Knowledge, Faith. 

Perhaps, what we call their Knowledge, is no better 
than downright and wilful Ignorance : the Light that is 
in them is Darkneſs. - Perhaps, they. never took any 
Pains to get themſelves informed in the glorious Pecu- 
liarities of tlie Goſpel. If ſo, their Conduct is one 
continued Diſobedience to the divine Commands, which 
require us to ſeek for Wiſdom as for hid Treaſures; 
which charge us to ſearch the Scriptures (pay) as 
narrowly, as induftnouſly, as the Sportſman ſearches 
every Spot of Ground, beats every Tuft of Graſs, in 
order to ſtart the latent Game. In this Caſe, what we 


call their Knowledge, is really Blindneſs itſelf; and their 
Want of true Knowledge cannot be their Plea, becauſe 
it 18 evidently their Neglect and their Sin. 

But ſuppoſe theſe, Perſons have ſearched-the Scrip- 


tures, and yet are perſuaded, that there is no ſuch 
Need 
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Need of a Saviour's Merits. Shall we condemn them 
in theſe Circumſtances ?—We do not preſume. to ſit as 
their Judges, or to ſcatter at our Pleaſure the Thunders 
of eternal Vengeance ; we only declare, what Sentence 
is paſſed upon them by the ſupreme Diſpenſer of Life 
and Death. He has made it an adjudged Caſe : he has 
paſſed it into an irrepealable Law, That whoſo be- 
lieveth not in the Son of God, whoſoever perverſely 
perſiſts in ſeeking ſome other Method of Salvation, 
and will not fly to that Redeemer whom infinite Wiſ- 
dom has ſet forth for a Propitiation, this Man is con- 
demned already. 


Will it be faid? That a Man cannot help aſſenting 
to what he is thoroughly perſuaded to be right. And 
if a Deiſt from his very Soul believes, that Morality 
alone is the Way of Life; and that the Notion of a 
Redeemer, to make Satisfaction, and procure Juſtifi- 
cation, is a religious Chimera; ' ſhall we blame ſuch a 
one for following the genuine Dictates of the Mind? 
—I anſwer, ſtill I anſwer, That we muſt abide by the 
Determinations of that ſovereign God, whoſe Judg- 
ment we are ſure is according to Truth. He has aid, 
nor can all the Cavils and Sophiſtry in the World ſuper- 
ſede the Decree, „He that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned.” Be not ſhocked, Sir, at the ſeeming Seve- 
rity of the Doom. Rather. let us be ſhocked, be 
greatly aſtoniſhed, at the prodigious Hardineſs of thoſe 
more than ſteely Hearts, which can attend to ſuch 
Terrors of the Lord, and not be perſuaded to come 
to Chriſt ; nay, what is enough to make Heaven and 
.Earth horribly amazed, can hear of theſe Terrors, and 
yet regard them no more than a Puff of empty Air. 


Nor will it extenuate the Crime of Unbelief, to 


alledge in Behalf of the Infidel, that he is actually con- 


vinced, in his own Conſcience, that his Sentiments are 
right. 
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right. He may be ſo; and yet be inexcuſably guilty 


notwithſtanding. For is it not owing to his own Fault, 
that he has imbibed ſuch Sentiments ? Is it not through 
his own criminal Miſconduct, that he has contracted 
ſuch a perverſe Habit of Thinking? Has he not in- 


dulged ſome darling Vice, which has clouded his Un- 
derſtanding? Or inſtead of obeying the great Mandate 


of Heaven, This is my beloved Son, hear ye him; 

has he not attended ſolely to the Arguings, Deductions, 
and Diſcernment of his own Reaſon, as his only Guide 
to heavenly Truth? A Drunkard verily thinks, (if he 
thinks at all) that he does nobly in committing Inſults 
on quiet harmleſs People. But will his bare thinking, 
that he acts gallantly, acquit him at the Bar of Equity? 
Perhaps, in his preſent Condition, he cannot help 
fanſying, that his Actions are becoming, and that he 
does well to be turbulent and outrageous; but though 
he cannot help the Effect, might he not have avoided 
the Cauſe of his Phrenzy? Methinks, this Compa- 
riſon will hold good, if applied to the Caſe of many 
Scorners of the Goſpel; who think contemptuouſly of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and who really apprehend they do nothing 
amiſs in depreciating his Obedience and Death. But I 
fear, they have brought upon themſelves this deplorable 
Delirium or Intoxication of their Underſtandings, either 


by Voluptuouſneſs and Debauchery, or elſe by Self- 


Canceir, and the moſt odious Arrogance of Mind; 
which, in the Eſtimate of the Holy One of {7 ael, is 
no better than ſpiritual Idolatry. 


For my Part, I am affured, that God has vouchſafed 


us the Means of obtaining the Knowledge of himſelf, 


and of Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent ; it is equally 
certain, that he has commanded us to acquaint our- 
ſelves with him, and be at Peace; it is no leſs unde- 


niable, that whoſoever ſeeks this ineſtimable Know- 
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ledge, by a diligent Application to the Scriptures, by 
a Child-like Dependence on the Teachings of the Di- 
vine Spirit, by humble Prayers to be led into all Truth, 
and by doing the Will of God, ſo far as he is acquainted 


with it, —whoſoever ſeeks, by uſing theſe Means, ſhall 


find ; ſhall come to the Knowledge of the Truth, and 
be ſaved. If therefore Perſons are ſo negligent, as not 


'to uſe theſe Methods; fo audacious, as to contemn 


them; ſo haughty, as to imagine they have no Need 
of them; they may juſtty be given over to their own 
Deluſions, and yet be moſt Wr puniſhed as 
Suicides of their Souls. 


But ſtill it is pleaded in vindication of che good- 
natured, civilized Infidel, That there is no Turpitude 
in his Life; that his Behaviour is every Way irre- 
proachable.—As to the Turpitude of his Life, when 
compared with the Converſation of other Men, I have 
nothing to ſay. But ſurely, there is the higheſt Iniquity 
in his Principles and Conduct, when compared with 


the revealed Will of God; which is the only Criterion 


of Truth, the only Standard of Excellence. God has 
commanded all Men to honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father ; but theſe People proteſt againſt 


the divine Edict, and fay, with thofe infolent Subjects 


in the Goſpel, We will not have this Jeſus to reign 
over us. God has ſolemnly declared, That all Man- 
kind are become guilty before him; that by the Works 


of the moral Law, no Fleſh living ſhall be juſtified; 
that there is no Mediator between God and Man, but 


the Man Chriſt Jeſus; but theſe People maintain, in 
Defiance of this Declaration, that they themſelves are 


able to make up Matters with their offended Creator, 
and can, by their own honeſt Behaviour, ſecure a Title 
to everlaſting Felicity. God, of his ſuperabundant 
and — rich * has given his Son, 


his 
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his only Son to ſuffer Agonies, to ſhed Blood, to lay 
down an infinitely precious Life for them; yet theſe 
People, like thoſe impious Wretches that crucified the 
Lord of Glory, deride his Agonies, trample upon his 


Blood, and though he has redeemed them, © they ſpeak 


Lies againſt him “. Let us ſee then a little Part of 
the Evidence ſummed up againſt the Spirit of Unbe 

lief. It implies Stubbornneſs, which is as the Sin of 
Witchcraft ; Rebellion, which is as Iniquity and Idola- 
try: it implies the moſt aſſuming Pride, which is an 
Abomination to the. Lord: it implies the vileſt Ingra- 
titude, even amidſt the moſt unbounded Beneficence, 
and the Voice of Nature has proclaimed Ingratum ſi 
dixeris, omnia dixeris.— Let the impartial Conſiderer 
decide, whether the Heart of theſe Perſons be right 
before Cod; or whether their Conduct, when brought 
to the Teſt of that Word which is to judge them at 
the laſt Day, be ſo unblameable, as is F requently pre- 
tended. : 


Enough has been nid of the two firſt Points z I fear, 
more than enough to fatigue your Attention. How 
ever, I now draw in the Reins, and promiſe not to put 
your Patience upon doing ſuch tedious Penance any. 
more, 


There is another Expreſſion. in the Paragraph re- 
lating to the 18th Article, which, ſince you expect my 
undiſguiſed Opinion, I cannot diſmiſs without a Re- 
mark. ben the Scriptures ſay, that Men ſhall be 
0 ſaved through the Name of Chriſt, you ſuppoſe, Sir, 
« they mean, that Chriſt made a general Atonement for 
* original Sin.“ —Whereas, I apprehend, that fuch 
Texts import abundantly, I had almoſt” faid infinitely 
more. Thus much, I think, at leaſt they muſt amount g 
to in their Signification; that if we are ſaved from the 
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ledge, by a diligent Application to the Scriptures, by 
a Child-like Dependence on the Teachings of the Di- 
vine Spirit, by humble Prayers to be led into all Truth, 
and by doing the Will of God, fo far as he is acquainted 


with it, whoſoe ver ſeeks, by uſing theſe Means, ſhall 


find ; ſhall come to the Knowledge of the Truth, and 
be ſaved. If therefore Perſons are ſo negligent, as not 


to uſe theſe Methods; fo audacious, as to contemn 


them; ſo haughty, as to imagine they have no Need 
of them; they may juſtly be given over to their own 
Deluſions, and yet be moſt W puniſhed as 
Suicides of their Souls. 


But till it is pleaded i in Vindication of the good- 
natured, civilized Infidel, That there is no Turpitude 
in his Life ; that his Behaviour is every Way irre- 
proachable.—As to the Turpitude of his Life, when 
compared with the Converſation of other Men, I have 
nothing to ſay. But ſurely, there is the higheſt Iniquity 
in his Principles and Conduct, when compared with 


the revealed Will of God; which is the only Criterion 


of Truth, the only Standard of Excellence. "God has 
commanded all Men to honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father ; but theſe People proteſt. againſt 
the divine Edict, and fay, with thofe infolent Subjects 
in the Goſpel, We will not have this Jeſus to reign 
over us. God has ſolemnly declared, That all Man- 
kind are become guilty before him; that by the Works 


of the moral Law, no Fleſh living ſhall be juſtified; 


that there is no Mediator between God and Man, but 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus; but theſe People maintain, in 
Defiance of this Declaration, that they themſelves are 


able to make up Matters with their offended Creator, 


and can, by their own honeſt Behaviour, ſecure a Title 


to everlaſting Felicity. God, of his ſuperabundant 
and inconceivably rich Goodneſs, has given his Son, 


his 
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his only Son to ſuffer Agonies, to ſhed Blood, to lay 
down an infinitely precious Life for them; yet theſe 
People, like thoſe impious Wretches that crucified the 
Lord of Glory, deride his Agonies, trample upon his 


Blood, and though he has redeemed them, „they ſpeak 


Lies againſt him *. Let us ſee then a little Part of 
the Evidence ſummed up againſt the Spirit of Unbe 
lief. It implies Stubbornneſs, which is as the Sin of 
Witchcraft ; Rebellion, which is as Iniquity and Idola- 
try: it implies the moſt aſſuming Pride, which is an 
Abomination to the. Lord: it implies the vileſt Ingra- 
titude, even amidſt the moſt unbounded Beneficence, 
and the Voice of Nature has proclaimed Ingratum ſi 
dixeris, omnia dixcris.— Let impartial Conſiderer 
decide, whether the Heart of theſe Perſons be right 
before God ;- or whether their Conduct, when brought 
to the Teſt. of that Ward which. is to judge them at 
the laſt Day, be ſo unblameable, as is ebene pre- 
tended. pi py: . ee Lon qe e 
Enough has been ſaid of the two firſt Points z I fear, 
more than enough to fatigue your Attention. Ho]. 
ever, I now draw in the Reins, and promiſe not to put 
your Patience upon doing ſuch tedious Penance any. 
more, | e 
There is another Expreſſion in the Paragraph re- 
lating to the 18th Article, which, ſince you expect my 
undiſguiſed Opinion, I cannot diſmiſs without a Re- 
mark. “ When the Scriptures ſay, that Men ſhall be 
« ſaved through the Name of Chrift, you ſuppoſe, Sir, 
« they mean, that Chriſt made a general Atonement for 
ce original Sin.” —Whereas, I apprehend, that fuch 
Texts import abundantly, I had almoſt faid infinitely 
more. Thus much, I think, at leaſt they muſt amount 
to in their Signification ; that if we are ſaved from the 
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Guilt of our Offences, it ſhall be only through the 
all-atoning i Blood of the Lamb of God. If we are 
made acceptable to that awful Majeſty who dwelleth in 
Light inacceſſible, this our Juſtification ſhall be in Con- 
ſideration of the Obedience and Righteouſneſs: of the 
beloved Sen; if we obtain the Spirit. of Sanctification, 
are enabled to deny all Ungodlineſs, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godlily in this preſent evil World, it 
ſhall be through the Interceſſion of Jeſus, our great 
High-Prieſt, by whom alone the Holy Ghoſt is vouch- 
ſafed to unworthy. polluted Sinners. All this I take to 
be included in that Word, of moſt rich and compre- 
henſive Meaning, Salvation; and fince it is affirmed, 
— we are ſaved by Chriſt, F ſhould think, it muſt 
gnify, that wo obtain all theſe glorious and invaluable 
—2 through that all- ſufficient Mediator. | 


As to Chriſt's making an Atonement for original 
Sin, that ſurely was but one ſingle Branch of his im- 
portant Undertaking : Woe, Woe be to the Inhabitants 
of the, Earth, if he did no more. Our actual Sins, 
the Sins of our Heart, the Sins of our Life, our Sins 
of Omiſſion and Sins of Commiſſion; and all' theſe 
Sins, which are more in Number than the Hairs of our 
Head, heavier with horrid Aggrayations than the Sand 
of the Sea, he bore in his own Body on the Tree. He 
was wounded for our Offences ; he was bruiſed for our 
Tranſgreſſions; and the Lord laid on him (not only 
the innate Depravity, but) the actual Iniquities of us all. 


Tour next Objection lies againſt the 13th Article, 
namely, Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, ar- 
ee not. acceptable: to God. — Ii the Meaning of this Tenet, 
« you aſt, that Men are made with a natural Incapacity 
« of doing auy Thing but ſinful Afﬀions ?”—1 anſwer, 

this is not ſo properly the Meaning of the Article, as 
a moſt cogent — to eſtabliſh it. Only let it be 
+ ÞAMNated 


he 
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ſtated a little more clearly, and it is no inconſiderable 


Argument in Proof of the Doctrine. Men were not 


made by their Creator with this Incapacity, but they 
have brought it upon themſelves by their own Fault. 
By their Original Sin they have contracted a moſt 
miſerable Depravity, and have made themſelves wp; 
way epyov' he aJoxipuer . Since therefore we can do 
no good Work, before we are renewed by the Grace 
of Chriſt, it ſeems to follow, That we can do no Work 
acceptable to God, till this Renovation take Place.— 
This you obſerve, does not ſeem ſo agreeable to Charity, 
as one could wiſn. Worthy Sir, our Notions of Charity 
are not to be the Rule of the divine Acceptance either 
of Perſons or Things. If the Doctrine be agreeable 
to the Declarations of unerring Wiſdom, we are to ad- 
mit it with all Readineſs, and rather conclude, that we 
miſtake the Nature of Charity, than that the Scripture 
miſtakes the Terms of the Almighty's Acceptance and 
Favour.— Vou know, Sir, it is the expreſs Voice of 
Scripture, that without Faith, it is impoſlible to pleaſe 
God; and till the Spirit of Chriſt be ſhed abroad, in 
the Soul, it poſſeſſes no ſuch ſacred Principle as true 
Faith.—It is a. favourite Apothegm of our Divine 
Maſter's, That a corrupt Tree cannot bring forth 
Fruit.” And. are not all that ſpring from the Stock 


of fallen Adam, corrupt Trees, until they are engrafted 


into the true Olive-tree, and partake of his meliorating 
and generous Juices ?—I ſhall only mention one more 
ſcriptural Oracle; an Oracle delivered not from Del- 
phos, no, not from Mount Sinai, but immediately from 
Heaven itſelf : This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleaſed.” I have always thought theſe Words 
are to be taken in an excluſive Senſe; as though the 
everlaſting Father had ſaid, I am well pleaſed with the 
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through my beloved Son: unintereſted in him, no 


ſhould amaze my Underſtanding, than that the blazing 
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apoſtate Race of Adam, only as they are reconciled 


Perſons are the Objects of my Cemplacency ; unre- 
commended by-him, no Actions are the Subject of my 
Approbation. If this be the genuine Senſe of the 
Paſſage, it will ſerve at once to confirm the Article, 
and to obviate the Objection derived from the Defici- 
ency, and Remains of Pollution, that cleave even to 
the Performances of a Believer. 


I am glad you have ſatisfied yourſelf with ion to 
the Article, which touches upon Predeſtination and 
Election. Theſe are ſublime Points, far above the 
Solution of our low Capacities. But, for my Part, 1 
am no more ſurprized, that ſome revealed Truths 


Sun ſhould dazzle my Eyes. That ſach Things are 
mentioned in the inſpired Writings as real Facts, is 
undeniable; I ſhould renounce my very Reafon, if 1 
did not believe what Omniſcience atteſts, even though 
it ſhould imply what is altogether inexplicable by my 
ſcanty Conceptions. And why ſhould the incaverned 
Mole, whoſe Dwelling is in Darknefs, whoſe Sight is 
but a ſmall Remove from Blindneſs, why ſhould fuch a 
poor Animal wonder, that it cannot dart its Eye through 
unnumbered Worlds, or take in at a Glance the vaſt 
Syſtem. of the Univerſe ? | 


Tour Senſe of the 20th. Article is s, .cxattly x mine, 
& The Authority. you mention, is, in my Opinion, all the 
Authority which the Church, the Rulers and Governors 
* of the Church, can reaſonably. claim, or regularly exer- 
« ciſe, in Matters relating to Feith."” Theſe: Rulers 
have Power, as you juſtly obſerve, to ſettle, in Con- 
formity with what they conclude to be the Meaning of 
Scripture, the Nature and Extent of their own Creed ; 
and none, I think, can fairly deny them a Right to 

deter- 


led 
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determine, what Points of Belief ſhall be the indiſpen- 


ſable Terms of enjoying, Communion with. their Society. 

But as for I know not what Privilege of interpreting 
Scripture, in ſuch a Manner, as that it ſhall be Con- 
tumacy to examine, before we credit, or Heterodoxy 
and Hereſy to controvert their Expoſition ; this is an 
Authority which I cannot allow to any Man, or Body 
of Men, now in the World. At this Rate our Faith 
would be built upon the Deciſions of the Church, not 
on the Determinations of the inſpired 'Word; and, 

gn. ep be not of God, but of Men. 

Could I have imagined when I ſet Pen to Paper, that 
ir would have run ſuch extravagant Lengths ! Bear 
with my Prolixity, dear Sir, and excuſe my Freedom; 
or, rather, if I have ſaid any Thing in too free a Style, 
you muſt charge it upon your own Condeſcenſion and 
Candour, which have emboldened me to deliver my 
Sentiments without the leaſt Cloak or Reſerve. 

But muſt not, I dare not, cloſe, without acting as 
becomes à Miniſter of the Goſpel; without reminding 
my valuable Friend, that the Inſpi piration of the Almighty 
giveth Wiſdom; that a Man can receive nothing, much 
lefs an Acquaintance with the Myſteries of the Re- 
deemer's Kingdom, unleſs it be given Him from above. 
To this Fountain of Wiſdom, and Father of Lights, 
let us make humble, earneſt, dally Application. Then 
ſhall «© we ſee the Things, that belong to our Peace ;” 
and as it is moſt emphatically expreſſed by the ſacred 
Penman, * Know the Truth as it is in Feſus.” + 
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ee (+ . jor pt e 
On the Divinity and Perſonality of the Holy Ghope. 


Wftin-Favell, Jan. 10; 1745-6. 
Dear Sir, 1 Jin: 6 hes 
LJ OW arduous, and how momentous, is the Taſk 

. £ you have aſſigned me ! A Senſe of its Difficulty 
and Importance almoſt deterred: me from venturing, ſo 
much as to attempt it. A cordial Friendſhip inſtigated, 
and-a Conſciouſneſs of my own Incapacity checked, for 
ſome Time, my fluctuating Mind. At length the Bias 
inclined to the Side of the former; my Reluctance, 
urged by the Requeſt of a Friend, gives way; and 
now I am fully determined. Determined, to what? 
To enter the Liſts againſt. the Adverſaries of the Tri- 
nity? More particularly to appear as the Champion for 
the Perſonality and Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt ? With 
4 View of reſting the grand Debate on the Dexterity 
of this Pen? No; Sir, I form no ſuch romantick 
Schemes; I renounce any ſuch Undertaking; I am 
only determined to lay before you the Thoughts which 
have occurred, ſince I received your laſt Letter; and 
chis, on the Condition of having them returned to the 
Secrecy of my Cloſet, after you have paſſed your Judg- 
ment, and beſtowed your Corrections upon them. 

In managing this Controverſy, ſhall I ſay? Or rather 
in purſuing this Enquiry, it behoves us humbly to apply 
to the great Father of Lights for Direction. They 
ſhall all be taught of God, ſays the Prophet; this Pro- 
miſe we ſhould humbly plead at the Throne of Grace, 
and in chearful Dependance on its Accompliſhment, 
proceed to examine, with a modeſt and reverential Awe, 
the myſterious Points before us. Whoever rejects this 

| Key, 
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Pe heavenly Knowledge, acts altogether as imprudent z 
part, as if he ſhould expect to attain a maſterly Skill 
n Mathematicks, and at the ſame Time neglect to in- 
orm himſelf of the firſt Principles of that admired 
Science. When'a divine Perſon is the Object of our 


6. -onfideration;- then ſurely it becomes us; in- a more 
ſpecial Manner, not to lean to our own Underſt 
"alk ut, like little Children, to rely on the Teachings of 
ulty t all-wiſe Spirit, whoſe Nature, Dignity, and Attri- 
» ſo {Wbutcs, we would de voutly contermplate.—You will, per- 
ted, ps, take Notice, that I anticipate what is to be proved; 
for Whad take it for granted, that the Holy Ghoſt is indeed 
Bias od. I would only obſerve from this Remark, how 
nce, aturally we wiſh, how almoſt unavoidably we conclude, 
and that Perſon to be really God, Who is appointed to lead 
at ? into all Truth. | 
12 Let us now, Sir, if you pleaſe, addreſs ourſelves to 
Pol e Enquiry, whether the Holy Spirit is a real Perſon, 
t 10 whether that Perſon is very God, —and, theſe Parti- 
Ars ulars being diſcuſſed, it may be proper to examine 
oY Wbriefly the moſt material of Mr. Tomkins's Objections.— 
Ty But to whom, to what ſhall we apply, in order to find 
8 the Satisfaction we ſeek ? To Reaſon, and her naked 
the unaſſiſted Diftares ? Hardly can Reaſon gueſs aright 
_ with relation to the Things that are before our Eyes; 


much leſs can ſhe determine, with any Certainty, con- 
cerning the unſearchable Depths of the divine Nature, 
ary thoſe va Bahn 7» Oe. We have in the Word of Reve- 
'P ly ation an infallible Oracle. To this let us direct our 


ney Search. To the Deciſion of this unerring Standard, let 
ro vs inviolably.adhere ; however it may ſurpaſs our Com- 
594 prehenſion, or run counter to our fond Prepoſſeſſions. 


we, Here we may poſſibly aſk, Is not the Spirit of God, 
this by a common Metonymy, put for God himſelf ?—T 
| own 
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own I have ſometimes been inclined to heſitate on this 
Queſtion. When it is ſaid, © my Spirit ſhall not always 
ſtrive with Man,” and © grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God;” I have never thought theſe Paſſages a ſufficient 
Proof of the Perſonality of the bleſſed Spirit, though 
(if I miſtake not) commonly urged in Support of the 
Doctrine. Theſe, Ia pprehend; might fairly be inter- 
preted of grieving God himſelf, and reſiſting the tender. 
gracious Overtures of his Mercy. Conformably to that 
parallel Form of Speech, where it is faid by the inſpired 
Writer, Paul's Spirit was grie ved, i. c. without all 
Diſpute, Paul himſelf was inwardly afflicted. 6G Ar 
Again; perhaps, the Spirit of the Lord may be no- 
thing more than a particular Modification or Exerciſe 
of a divine Power reſident in the Deity. For Inſtance, 
when it is ſaid, in the prophetic Language, . Not by 
Might, nor by Force, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord: 
or, by the evangelical Hiſtorian, _ * The Holy Gheſt 
was upon him.” Are not theſe Texts nearly equiyalent, 
in Point of Signification, to thoſe ſcriptural Expreſſions, 
« 'The right Hand of the Lord bringeth, mighty Things 
to paſs,” „ The Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth 
Underſtanding.” I not this the Meaning 0 of the former 
Paſſage. Not mortal Strength, but God's omnipotent 
Aid-giveth Victory in the Battle, and Succeſs in every 
Undertaking : and this the Import of the latter, the 
Communications of infinite Wiſdom ' enlightened his 
Mind in an extraordinary Manner ? 

Were there no other Scriptures, which concerned 
themſelves in this Debate, I ſhould be ready to give 
up the Point. But there are ſeveral, which moſt 
ſtrongly imply the Perſonality of che Holy Ghoſt, 
though they may not aſſert it in poſitive Terms. It is 
true, we meet with no ſuch Terms as ' Perſonality i in 
ſacred Writ, but if we find the Thing ſignified, it is 
in Effect the ſame. No one can ſhew me the Word 
Re ſurrection 
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Reſurrection in the whole Pentateuch, but will any one 
preſume to maintain, that this Doctrine is not to be 
proved from the Books of Maſes? Our Lord's famous 
Reply to the enſnaring Interrogatory of the Sadducees, 
mult for ever filence ſuch a Suggeſtion. And this we 
may further learn from his Method of arguing, that ir 
is not only proper, but our Duty to deduce Truths, 
by fair Conſequences, which the Text may not ex- 
plicitly ſpeak. a | | any | 
Be pleaſed, Sir, to conſider the Apoſtolical Bene- 
dition, © The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and the 
Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy: Ghoſt 
90 be with you all.” If we allow the Apoſtle to under- 
© ſtand the true Import of Language, muſt it not follow 
„rom this Paſſage, that the Holy Spirit is a real Perſon, 
y and diſtin from the Father and the Son? Otherwiſe, 
would not the ſacred Writer, ought not the facred 
ſt Writer, to have expreſſed himfelf in a different Manner; 
t to have ſaid rather, The Fellowſhip of his, or the Fel- 
, WH lowihip of their Spirit? The Form of adminiſtring 
35 Baptiſm is another Text of this Nature: * In the Name 
h of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
* It is evident; I believe, it is allowed by all, that the 
to firſt are real diſtinct Perſons, and is there not equal 
Y Reaſon to conclude, that the laſt mentioned is a Perſon 
C allo? Suppofe you ſhould endeavour to diftinguiſh 
IS three Perſons 1n your Diſcourſe, what other Language 
would you uſe than this ?—lI dare ſay, Sir, you are 
d ſenſible, that One Scripture Proof, if plain in its Signi- 
0 fication, and inconteſtible in its Evidence, is as valid, 
{x as deciſive as one thouſand. Becauſe one ſuch Proof 
„ dears the Stamp of infallible Wiſdom and infinite Ve- 
Is . racity, Therefore, was there no other Hint in all the 
n inſpired Volumes, but theſe. pregnant Words which 
* compoſe the Form of Baptiſm, this ſingle Proof would 
be ſufficiently ſatisfactory to my Judgment. | 
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I ſhall take Leave to refer you to a few more Evi. 
dences, and tranſcribe only the following: * There are 
three that bear Witneſs in Heaven, the Father, the 
Logos, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are One,” 
But this, we are told, is a ſurreptitious Text; foiſted 
by the bigotted Eſpouſers of a certain favourite Set of 
Doctrines.— The only Reſource this of our Oppoſers, 
when their Caſe becomes deſperate, when Conviction 
flaſhes in their Faces; when every other Subterfuge 
fails; then the Pretence of ſpurious, and interpolated 
Reading 1s trumped up. It is not to be found, they 
cry, in ſome very ancient Copy; perhaps, the Ales. 
andrine MS. acknowledges no ſuch Paſſage. But this 
I muſt be allowed to queſtion : I dare not take our Ad. 
verſaries bare Word; eſpecially, ſince ſome of the des 
clared Enemies of Orthodoxy are not the moſt exem. 
plary for Truth and Integrity. However, granting that 
there may be no ſuch Text in the Mexandrine MS. for 
my Part, I ſhould not ſcruple to abide by the univerſal 
Teſtimony of all Editions, in all Countries, much 
rather than to give up myſelf implicitly to the Authority 
of a ſingle MS. I ſhould think it much more reaſon- 
able to conclude, that the Tranſcriber of that particular 
Copy, had, through Overſight, dropt ſome Sentence, 
rather than to charge all the other Copies with Forgery, 
and the Editions of all Ages with a groſs Miſtake. Con- 

ſider, Sir, not only the apparent Difficulty, but the 
moral Impoſſibility of corrupting the ſacred Books in 
that palpable Manner, which this Objection would in- 
ſinuate ; at a Time when every private Chriſtian valued 
them more than Life, and ſpent no Day without a diligent 
Contemplation of them z at a Time, when each par- 
ticular Se& read them conſtantly in their public Aſſem- 
blies, and watched over the Genuineneſs of each Tex! 
with a moſt jealous Eye, Would it be an eaſy Matte! 
to introduce a ſuppoſititious Clauſe into an ordinary * 
| 5 a l 
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after it had been ſolemnly proved at Doctors Commons, 
and one authentic Copy preſerved in the Archives ? If 
this is ſcarce poſſible, how much more unlikely is it, 
that any one ſhould be able to practiſe ſo iniquitouſly 
upon the inſpired Writings, when not one only, but 
unnumbered Copies were depoſited in the moſt vigilant 
Hands, and diſperſed throughout the World ? 


I ſhall only deſire you to conſult thoſe other Scrip- 
tures, Rom. xv. 16, 30. John xvi. 13, 14, 15. which, 
without heaping together a Multitude -of other Proofs, 
ſeem to put the Matter beyond all rational Doubt. tn 
the laſt of thoſe Places, you will take particular Notice, 
that the Writer ſpeaks of the Holy Ghoft in the' maſ- 
culine Gender. How could this conſiſt with Propriety 


of Style, upon any other Scheme than ours? The Ex- 
preſſion ſhould have been 11, not He, if the Holy Ghoſt 


were a divine Energy alone, and not a real Perſon. 
Nay, it is remarkable, that though TIvwps be aNeuter, 
yet the Hiſtorian varies the Gender, and gives us a 
maſculine Relative, Clas t Ahn ex4v05s, Exe t de gacet; 3 
and on what Principles can this Conſtruction be ac- 
counted for, or juſtified, but by allowing the Holy 
Spirit to be a Perſon? This, I think, is an Obſervation 
of ſome Conſequence; and, therefore, accurate Writers 
ſhould beware of uſing the Word it, and rather chuſe 


the Pronoun Him, when ſpeaking of this divine Being. 


The mention of divine Being reminds me of our 
ſecond Subject of Enquiry, viz. Whether the Holy 
Ghoſt is very God ?—Here I ſhould be glad to know, 
what Kind or Degree of Evidence will fatisfy the In- 
quirers. If we are fo far humble and impartial as to 


prefer the Declarations of an unerring Word, to the 


Preconceptions of our Mind ; I think, there 'is moſt 
ſufficient Proof afforded by the Scriptures. Whereas, 
if we bring not theſe Diſpoſitions to the Search, it 

will 
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will be no Wonder, if we are bewildered; if we are 
given up to our own Deluſions ; nay; it will be no in- 
credible, no unprecedented Thing, for God to hide theſe 
Myſteries from ſuch (in their own Opinion) wiſe and 
prudent Ones, while he reveals them to (Men endued 
with the Simplicity and Teachableneſs of) Babes. 

Is that Being truly God, who is poſſeſſed of divine 
Attributes? This Queſtion, I imagine, every Body will 
anſwer in the Affirmative. So that if 1t appears, that 
the Holy Ghoſt is inveſted with the incommunicable 
Attributes of the Deity, our Aſſent will be won, and 
our Diſpute at an End.—Is it not the Prerogative of 
the all- ſeeing God, to ſearch the Heart, and try the 
Reins? Fer. xvii. 10. and is not this the undoubted 
Prerogative of the bleſſed Spirit? 1 Cor, ii. 10,— 
Eternity an Attribute of God, and of God only? Dent. 
xxXXii. 27, 0 He, £Nwv olavaciev, 1 Tim. vi. 16. This 
is clearly the Property of the Holy Ghoſt, who 1s ſtyled 
by the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, © The 
eternal Spirit, Heb. ix. 14.—Is Wiſdom, underived, 
eſſential Wiſdom, a Character of God, called by the 
Apoſtle ones Tops Ottos, Jude 2 5 I This 1s the illuſtrious 
Character of the Holy Ghoſt. He is the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Revelation,“ Epb. i. 17. In Conſequence 
of which ſacred Excellency; he is able ts lead his 
People into all Truth.—Is Omnipreſence a neceſſary 
Proof of Divinity ? If fo, the Holy Ghoſt challenges 
it upon this Claim ; for thus faith the inſpired Poet, 
« Whither ſhall I go then from thy Spirit,“ P/al. 
cxxxix. 7,—Is Omnipotence a ſufficient Atteſtation of 
the Godhead of the Holy Ghoſt ? He that enableth 

 Mortals to control the Powers, to alter the Courſe, to 
ſuperſede the fundamental Laws of Nature; can He be 
leſs than the Lord God Almighty? Yet St. Paul declares, 
that his Ability to work all Manner of aſtoniſhing 
Miracles, for the Confirmation of his Miniſtry, was 
imparted 
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imparted to him by the Spirit. Rom. xv. 19.—fIf any 
farther Proof is demanded, be pleaſed to conſider, with 
an unprejudiced Attention, that very memorable Paſſage, 
Matt. xii. 31, 32. Surely, from an attentive Con- 
fideration of this Text, we muſt be conſtrained to 
acknowledge, that the Holy Ghoft is ſtrictly and pro- 
perly God. Otherwiſe, how could the Sin againſt him 
be of ſo enormous a Nature, ſo abſolutely unpardonable, 
and the dreadful Cauſe of inevitable Ruin St. Paul, 
in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, (vi. 19.) addreſſes 
his Converts with this remarkable Piece of Inſtruction, 
« Your Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt.” The 
ſame Apoſtle, writing to the ſame Believers, in his 
ſecond Epiſtle, (vi. 16.) has the following Expreſſion, 
« Ye are the Temples of the living God.” Who can 
compare theſe Texts, and yet be ſo hardy as deliberately 
to deny, that the Holy Ghoſt, and the living God are 
one and the ſame ? Beſides, if theſe two. Scriptures, 
viewed in Conjunction with each other, did not aſcertain 
the Divinity of the bleſſed Spirit, the very Purport of 
the Expreſſion, - Le are Temples of the Holy Ghoſt,” 
ſufficiently evinces it. It is certain, that the very 
Eſſence of a Temple, or to ſpeak in the Terms of the 
Logician, the Differentia conſtitutiva of a Temple, con- 
fſts in the Reſidence of a Deity. The Inhabitation of 
the higheſt created Being cannot conſtitute a Temple; 
nothing but the Indwelling of the one infinite, almighty 
Lord God. Since therefors, the Indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit renders the Bodies of Chriſtians Temples, 
it ſeems to be a clear Caſe, that he is truly God. — 
Another Text, a Text never omitted when this Point 
is under Debate, and a Text, in my Opinion, ſingly 
ſufficient to give a final Deciſion to the Doubt, is in Ace 
v. 3, 4. where the Perſon ſtiled Ayo» Iveuue in one 
Verſe, is expreſsly declared to be Oe in the next. 
Now, can we imagine, that an Evangeliſt, under the 
Vox. IL G — 
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Guidance of unerring Wiſdom, could write with ſuch 
unaccountable Inaccuracy as the Deniers of this Article 
muſt maintain? Were this Suppoſition admitted, I 
ſhould almoſt begin to queſtion the Inſpiration of the 
ſacred Books. At this Rate, they would ſeem calcu- 
lated to confound the Judgment, and elude the com- 
mon Senſe of the Readers. For, to ſpeak ſo frequently 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt,—to ſpeak 
in ſuch Language as we always uſe in diſtinguiſhing 
various Perſons, — to aſcribe to them ſeverally ſuch At- 
tributes as, by univerſal Acknowledgement, comport 
only with the ſupreme God,—nay, to call each Perſon 
by himſelf, diſtinctly, expreſsly to call each Perſon God 
and Lord.—Sure, if after all theſe Declarations, there 
be not three Perſons in the one, incomprehenſible God- 
head; if each of theſe illuſtrious Perſons be not very 
God; hat can we fay, but that the Scriptures are in- 
conſiſtent and ſelf-contradictory Pieces. So that, upon 
the Whole, we are reduced to this Dilemma, either to 
admit this abſurd and impious Charge upon the Scrip- 
tures; or elſe to acknowledge the Perſonality and Di- 
vinity of the three Perſons in the adorable Trinity. 
But, perhaps, a curious Genius, that has been ac- 
cuſtomed to enter deeper into the Rationale of Things; 
that thinks it beneath a ſagacious Inquirer to credit, 
unleſs he can comprehend, — ſuch a Genius may aſk, 
vith a kind of Amazement, How can theſe Things be? 
Fere I pretend. to give no Satisfaction. Here I con- 
feſs myſelf at a loſs. I cannot conceive how the Prin- 
ciple of Gravitation acts, or what conſtitutes the Power 
Attraction. If I cannot penctrate the hidden Qua- 
Ales of a thouſand common Objects, that daily preſent 
themſelves to my Senſes; no Wonder, that I ſhould be 
unable to unravel the awful Secrets of the divine Na- 
ture ; no Wonder that I ſhould be incapable of finding 
out to Perfection that infinite . who dwells in 
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Light inacceſſible. Since the ro «vas is atteſted by a 
Multitude of Witneſſes from Scripture, let us be con- 
tent to wait for the ro vg, till this groſs interpoſing 
Cloud of Fleſh and Mortality flee away ; until that 
happy Hour arrives, that deſirable State commences, 
when we ſhall no longer ſee through a Glaſs darkly, but 
ſhall know even as we are known. 

I ſhould now proceed, according to the Ability which 
the great Source of Wiſdom may pleaſe to beſtow, to 
examine Mr. Tomkins's Calm Inquiry ; but this is what 
my Time, claimed by a Variety of other Engagements, 
will not permit; and what, I preſume, you yourſelf, 
tired already by a tedious Epiſtle, will very readily ex- 
cuſe, Hereafter, if you inſiſt upon my executing the 
Plan, laid down in the Beginning of this Paper, I will 
communicate my Remarks (ſuch as they are) relating 
to the ſore · mentioned Treatiſe, with all that chearful 
Compliance, and unreſerved Openneſs, which may moſt 
emphatically beſpeak me, dear Sir, 


Yours, Sc. 
—ͤ —— 
LETTER XXII. 


| Proofs of the Divinity of Cbrif. 


KEN Man- Favell, Feb. 11, 1745-6. 
Dear Sir, 


1 Received your Ticket ſome Time ago, in which 
you deſire me to conſider ſome particular Paſſages 
of Scripture. After an afflictive Indiſpoſition, which 
confined me to my Room ſeveral Days, I have examined 
the Texts you alledge. They relate, I find, to the 
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grand Queſtion, which has lately been the Subject of I 
our Debate, The Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —_ 0 
I could have wiſhed, that the Controverſy had been L 
brought to a ſatisfactory and happy Iſſue. Very un- b 
willing to engage in it a ſecond Time, I muſt beg n 
Leave to ſue for my Bene deceſſit, and reſign the Ma- 1 
nagement of ſo important a Diſpute to incomparably 1 
more able Hands. However, in Obedience to your f 
Requeſt, (quid enim Amicitiæ denegandum ?) I ſhall 80 
briefly lay before you my Opinion concerning thoſe cl 
Portions of inſpired Wiſdom ; and then proceed, in * 
Purſuance of my Promiſe, to weigh, with Calmneſ Mt © 
and Impartiality, the moſt material of Mr. Tomkins's Ml © 
Objections. all 
« You obſerve, that the Father is never repreſented th 

« yielding Obedience to Chriſt, or praying to Chriſt.” — 
I acknowledge the Truth of the Remark, and aſſign Fe 
this clear and obvious Reaſon, becauſe it was the pecu- MW ** 
liar Office of the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity to humble Be 
himſelf, to unite himſelf to Fleſh and Blood, and to be '* 
made in all Things like unto us, Sin only excepted, - 
Had not the bleſſed Jeſus been cloathed with our Na- che 
ture, and partook of our innocent Infirmities, we ſhould thi 
never have heard any ſuch Thing, as his yielding Obe- of 
dience, or praying to another, greater than himſelf, det 
This reſults not from his eſſential, but his aſſumed ” 


Nature. Nor is it at all repugnant to Reaſon, to be 
inferior in one Character, and at the ſame Time abſo- cp 
lutely equal in another. His Majeſty King George may 


be inferior to the Emperor, in the Capacity of Elector 
of Hanover; he may be ſubject to the Imperial Authority, : 
as he is a Prince of the Germanic Body ; and yet equa] * 


to the moſt illuſtrious Monarchs, obnoxious to no earthly : 

Juriſdiction, in his nobler Quality of King of Great- 

Britain, France, and Ireland. This ſeems to be a very. M. 

eaſy and natural Solution of the Difficulty, — 
: I , | 
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I think, I may venture to defy the niceſt Metaphyſician, 
or the moſt acute Caſuiſt, to reconcile the Notions of 
Divinity and Inferiority. As well may Contradictions 
be made compatible. A God, who is inferior, is, to 

my Apprehenſion, a a perfect Paradox. It is neceſſarily 
implied in the Idea of God, That he be, as our old 
Tranſlation of the P/aſms very emphatically and beauti- 
fully ſtyles him, The moſt Higheſt.” Therefore, our 
Saviour, who often aſſerts his Claim to Divinity, de- 
clares, as an inſeparable Conſequent of this high — 
rogative, All Things which the Father hath, 
mine.“ Is the Father's Exiſtence inconceivable — 
eternal? the ſame alſo is the Son's. Has the Father 
an unequalled abſolute Supremacy? ſuch likewiſe hath 
the Son. 

But I ſee © you have ready at Hand to object, My 
Father is greater than J. — (John xiv. 28.) Who are 
we to underſtand by the Perſon I? Doubtleſs, that 
Being who was capable of going and coming ; who was 
ſometimes in one Place, and ſometimes in another; 
now with the Diſciples on Earth, anon ſeparated from 
them by a Tranſlation into Heaven. And who can 
this be but the Man Chriſt Jeſus ; the human Nature 
of our Redeemer? The Attribute of limited Locality, 
determines this Point with the utmoſt Clearneſs. Why 
then ſhould any one apply that Property to the Godhead: 
of our bleſſed Maſter, which he himſelf fo plainly ap- 
propriates to his Manhood ? 

This Text very opportunely furniſhes us with a Key, 


to enter into the true Meaning of your next Quotation, 


1 Cor. xi. 3. The Head of Chriſt is God.” Only 
let St. John be allowed to expound St. Paul. I aſk this 
lingle Conceſſion from my worthy Friend, (and fure it 
is no unreaſonable one,) Let us agree to pay a greater 
Deference to the beloved Diſciple's Comment, than to 
Mr. Fierce s Paraphraſe, or the Interpretation of the 
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Aria Creed; then the Senſe will be as follows: The 
Deity is the Head of the Mediator. As the Members 
are conducted by the Head, and ſubſervient to the 
Head; fo Chriſt Jeſus, in his human Capacity, acted 
and acts in Subordination to the Godhead ; obeying the 
Signification of his Will, and referring all his Admi- 
niſtrations to his Glory, This Expoſition, I imagine, 
the Context corroborates, and the Scope of the Apotle's 
arguing requires. 

As for Heb. i. 8, 9. This Text affirms, in the moſt 
expreſs Terms, That Chriſt is God, O Spec; ou 0 OEOF, 
And what can be a ſtronger Proof of his unrivalled 
Supremacy and Sovereignty ?—But, perhaps, this may 
be one of thoſe Places, in which, we are informed by 
our Objectors, the Word Gop fignifies no more than a 
King or Ruler, confequently, does not prove our Re- 
deemer to be God in Reality, and by Nature; but only 
to be complimented with this Appellation, in reſpect of 
his Office and Authority, —I believe, Sir, you will find, 
upon a more attentive Inquiry, that this fubtle Diſ- 
tinction is contrary to the perpetual Uſe of the Scrip- 
tures. A very celebrated Critick obſerves, that where- 
ever the Name ELoaim (tranſlated by the Apoſtle 
GEOZ) is taken in an abſolute Senſe, and teſttained to 
one particular Perſon (as it is in the Paſſage before us) 
it conſtantly denotes the true and only God. Magiſtrates 
are indeed, ſaid to be Elohim, in Relation to their 
Office, but no one Magiſtrate was ever ſo called ; nor 
can it be ſaid, without Blaſphemy, to any one of them, 

Thou art Elohim, or God. It is alſo recorded of 
Maſes, Thou ſhalt be Elohim;“ yet not abſolutely, 
but relatively only, a God to Pharadb, and to Aaron, 
i. e. in God's ſtead, doing in the Name of God what 
he commanded, and declaring what he revealed. —Be- 
fides, does not the Apoſtle in this very Chapter, Verſe 
10. addreſs the following Acknowledgment to Chriſt, 

« Thou, 
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« Thou, Lord, in the Beginning, haſt laid the Founda- 
tion of the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work of 
thy Hands.” And is not the Work of Creation the 
unſhared Prerogative and Honour of the Supreme God? 
This I am pretty ſure of, it.is the Prerogative of that 
God, to whom the Worſhip: of the Saints, under the 
Old Teſtament, is directed; of that God, who has 
declared himfelf jealous of his Honour, and reſolves 
not to give his Glory to another. Melchiſedec made 
this illuſtrious Being the Object of his Adoration, 
« Bleſſed be the moſt High God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven 
and Earth,” * The Day is thine, and the Night is thine : 
Thou haſt prepared the Light and the Sun;” was 
judged by the Eſalmiſt one of the nobleſt Aſcriptions of 
Praiſe which could be made to the Deity. Fonab has 
left us a Confeſſion of his Faith, and an Abſtract of his 
Devotion, in the following Words; © I fear the Lord, 
the God of Heaven, who hath made the Sea, and the 
dry Land.” Yet St. Paul aſſures us, that this great 
Creator and Proprietor of Heaven and Earth; this 
Obje& of divine Worſhip in all Ages of the ancient 
Church, is he—o & tale xalapiopey womoauees rr 
ajcplu nur, Verſe 3.—Now can we view the magni- 
ficent Syſtem 'of the Univerſe, the Immenſity of its 
Extent, the vaſt Variety of its Parts, the inimitable 
Accuracy of its Structure, the perfe& Harmony of its 
Motions, together with the aſtoniſhing Energy and 
Effects of its mechanic Powers, —ean we contemplate 
this World of Wonders, and with-hold ourſelves a 
ſingle Moment from aſcribing the Glory of incomparable 
Wiſdom, and matchleſs Perfections, to its Maker? 
Can we glance an Eye, or ſtart a Thought, thro' that 

ample Field of Miracles, which Nature in all her Scenes 
regularly exhibits, and ftill conclude, that the Author 
of all takes too much upon him, when he advances the 
following Claim ? 
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— None I know ' 
Second to Me, or like, equal much leſs, Mitt, 


Poſſibly, our ſceptical Gentlemen are ready to reply, 

&« We are far from denying that Chriſt made the World ; 
ec but we ſuppoſe, that he made it only as a miniſterial 
c Being; not by any Sufficiency of bis own, but by a 
« Power delegated io him from the infinite Godhead.” — 
But ſure the Abettors of this Opinion never conſidered 
that emphatical P aſſage, Ilayle di als, x, eig auvroy hg. 
By whatever artful Evaſion they may think to elude the 
Force of the former Expreſſion, I cannot ſee what 
. poſſible Eſcape they can contrive from the latter. It 
3s plain from the philoſophical Principles of an Apoſtle, 
that the Univerſe was formed by Chriſt as the Almighty 
Artificer, for Chriſt as its final End: and is not this a 
Demonſtration, that Chriſt was not a mere Inſtrument, 
but the grand, glorious, ſelf-ſufficient Agent; the Alpha 
and Omega of all Things? 

Atſter all that has been ſaid upon this Text, will it 
be intimated, that I have been partial in my Examina- 
tion of it? That the Sentence, which moſt particularly 
favours your Opinion, and looks with the moſt frown- 
ing Aſpect on mine, is paſſed over without Notice? 
Namely, where it is taught, That God anointed Chriſt 
with the Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows f.—I reply, 
by owning, that theſe Words moſt undeniably imply 
Infefiority : they imply a State of Indigence, which 
wants ſomething, it has not naturally ; a State of Im- 
potence, which receives from another, what it cannot 
convey to itſelf. Surely then, this Clauſe muſt, ac- 


cording to all the Laws of juſt Interpretation, be re- 


ferred to that Nature which admitted of ſuch Wants, 
and was ſubject to ſuch Infirmities. To aſcribe it to 
that Nature, which 1s characterized as God, would be 


* Col. i. 16, 1 Heb. i. 9. 
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almoſt as affronting to Reaſon, as it is to the Deity;— 
It is farther obſervable, that the very Expreſſion limits 
the Senſe to that Capacity of our Redeemer, in which 
others ſtood related to him as his Fellows. .And can 
this be any other than the human ?—Let me add one 
Word more, before I diſmiſs this Inquiry. Suppoſe I 
was to ſhift Sides in the Diſpute, and turn the Tables 
upon the Diſciples of Arius. Gentlemen, Since you 
take ſo much Pains to prove the Inferiority of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, permit me to try, if I cannot outſhoot 
you in your own Bow. I will undertake to ſhew, on 
your own Principles, that he was inferior to Millions 
of created Beings. For this I have the poſitive and 
ſure Evidence of Scripture, We ſee Jeſus, who was 
made a little lower than the Angels *.— Theſe Gentle- 
men, I verily think, would have ſo much Regard for 
the Honour of a Perſon on whom. their everlaſting All 


depends, as to anſwer with ſome becoming Spirit; you 


are to diſtinguiſh between what -our Saviour was made 


occaſionally, and what he was originally. Though his 


human Nature was taken from a Claſs of Beings lower 
in Dignity than the Angels, yet his nobler and more 
exalted Nature was greatly ſuperior to them all. —Now, 
Sir, as we muſt have Recourſe ſometimes to this Diſ- 
tinction, our Adverſaries themſelves being our Judges 
and our Precedent, why ſhould we not carry it along 
with us continually. Without it, a Multitude of Texts 
appear perplexed in their Meaning, and claſh with other 
Scriptures ; with it, they drop their Obſcurity, are diſ- 
entangled from their Intricacy, and harmonize intirely 
with the whole Tenor of ſacred Writ. 


« Another Scripture pointed out for Conſideration 45 

1 Cor. xv. 28.“ This, I confeſs, is a difficult, and ad- 
mitting it was (to me at leaſt) an unintelligible Paſſage, 
* Heb. ii. 9. "24 

nay, 
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Ray; directly repugnant to my Hypothefis— what would 
be a rational Procedure in this Caſe? To renounce my 
Faith, becauſe J cannot reconcile it with one Scripture, 
though it ſtands ſupported by a copious Multiplicity of 
others? If, in debating on any Queſtion, there be five 
hundred Ayes, and but one No, I appeal to the Con- 
duct of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, whether 
it be reaſonable, that the Point ſhould be carried by 
the ſingle Negative, in Oppoſition to fo vaſt a Majority 
of Affirmatives? However, the State of our Doctrine 
is not fo bad, nor this Text ſo diametrically oppoſite 
to it, as to deſtroy all Hopes of eſtabliſhing it with a 
Nemine contradicente.— The Apoſtle affirms, that, at the 
Confummation of terreſtrial Things, when the State 
of human Probation ends, and the Number of the 
Elect is completed, “then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf 
be ſubject unto him that put all Things under him; 
that God may be all in all,” i. e. according to my 
Judgment, the Son, at the Commencement of that 
grand Revolution, will entirely reſign the Adminiſtra- 
tion of his mediatorial Kingdom: he will no longer 
act as an Advocate or Interceſſor, becauſe the Reaſons, 
on which this Office is founded, will ceaſe for ever; 
he will no longer as a High-Prieſt, plead his atoning 
Blood in Behalf. of. Sinners, nor as a King diſpenſe the 
Succours of his ſanctifying Grace, becauſe all Guik 
will be done away, and the Actings of Corruption be 
at an End: he will no longer be the Medium of his 
People's Acceſs to the Knowledge and Enjoyment of 
the Father, becauſe then they will ſtand perpetually in 
the beatific Preſence, and ſee Face to Face, know even 
as they are known.—l may probably miſtake the Mean- 
ing of the Words; but whatever ſhall appear to be 
their preciſe Signification, this I think, is. ſo clear as 
not to admit of any Doubt, that it relates to an incar- 
nate Perſon ; relates to him, who died for our Sins, 

was 
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was buried, and roſe again. And can the Surrender 
of all Authority made by the Man Jeſus Chriſt, be 
any Bar to his unlimited Equality as God ? 

« You refer me to Pſal. viii. 5. IXxxli. 1, 6. Exod, 
« xxii. 28. and add, theſe Texts prove that God fn 
« in ſome Places King or Ruler. —I acknowledge, that 
the Word Elohim, in the aforecited Paſſages, ſignifies 
no more than Angels, Kings, or Rulers, But is this a 
Demonſtration, that the Word Jehovah, the incom- 
municable Name, fignities no more than an Angel, a 
King, or a Ruler? This is the Concluſton our Adver- 


- faries are to infer ; this the Point they are to make 


good, otherwiſe, their Attempts drop ſhort of the 
Mark, fly wide from their Purpoſe. - Becauſe, it is 
plain from inconteſtable Authorities, that Jeſus is 
Jehovah, This was hinted in a former Letter ; and, 
if you pleaſe to compare Ja. vi. 3. with Joby xii. 41. 
you will find another convincing Evidence, that the 
Jehovah of the Fews is the Jeſus of the Chriſtians.— 


| efdes, in all choſe Places, where the Term God is 


uſed to denote ſome created Being, inveſted with con- 
ſiderable Authority, or poſſeſſed of conſiderable Dignity, 
the Connection is ſuch, as abſolutely to exchude the 
Perſon, ſo denominated, from any Title to a divine 
Nature; whereas, when the Name God is applied to 
the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity, it is connected with 
ſuch Conſequents or Antecedents, as neceſſarily include 
the Idea of Divinity and Supremacy. For Inſtance, 
when the Apoſtle recognizes the Deity of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, in thoſe remarkable Words, Rom. ix. 5. 
“Who is God,” leſt this idle Piece of Sophiſtry ſhould 
have any Room for Admittance, he adds a moſt deter- 
mining Clauſe, © Over all, bleſſed for ever. I have 
called it idle Sophiſtry, for really it is nothing elſe. Only 


an I Cor. Xv. 3. 4 
obſerve 
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dbſerve the Proceſs of the pretended Argument, and 
you yourſelf will allow it no better an Appellation. 
What is deſigned for the Argument runs thus: Becauſe 
Rulers of Diſtinction have ſometimes the Title of 
Elohim, therefore Jeſus, who has the Title of Jehovah, 
is not very God, but only a Ruler of Diſtinction; or, 
che Word God, when neceſſarily determined by the 
Context to ſome ſubordinate Being, ſignifies a ſubor- 
dinate Being; therefore, the Word God, when neceſ- 
farily determined by the Context to ſignify the ſupreme 
God, does not ſignify the ſupreme God, but” only ſome 
ſubordinate Being.——Theſe are the mighty Reaſonings ; 
fuch the formidable Artillery, with which the Adherents 
of Arius attack the Divinity and Equality of our 
Saviour. May the Arms of- our foreign Enemies, and 
inteſtine Rebels, be made, in their Kind, of fuch 
Metal, conſiſt of ſuch Strength! and I may venture to 
addreſs my Countrymen in David's encouraging Lan- 
guage, Let no Man's Heart fail, beeauſe of them. 


I hope it will not be objected, that T have ſometimes 
miſtook the particular Point to be diſcuſſed, and con- 
founded the Divinity of our Lord with his Equality to 
the Father,—T own, I have not been ſcrupulouſly care- 
ful to preſerve any ſuch Diſtinction, becauſe I am 
perſuaded it is perfectly chimerical. Whoever admits 
the former, grants the latter. The one cannot ſubſiſt 
without the other, or rather, they are one and the 
fame Thing. To be equal with the Father is to be 
divine, and to be divine, is to be equal with the Father. 
—An inferior Deity, was a Notion that paſfed current 

in the Heathen World, but we have not ſo learned the 
divine Nature, as to adopt it into our Creed, It is a 
Propoſition that confutes itſelf. The Predicate and 
Subject are ſelf-contradiftory. God certainly means a 


Being of incomparable, unparalleled Glory and Per- 
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. feftion. No one will dare to give a lower Definition 


of the Godhead, - Yet this the firſt Term of the Sen- 
tence affirms, the ſecond denies. Whenever I hear 
the awful Word God, I form an Idea of a Being poſ- 
ſeſſed of abſolute Supremacy. Inferiority is altogether 
as inconſiſtent with my Apprehenſion of the Godhead, 
as a limited Extenſion is with Immenſity. The School- 
men's Maxim is ſtrictly true when applied to the divine 
Nature, that his Properties and Excellencies, Non re- 
cipiunt magis aut minus.—Beſides, Sir, is there not ano- 
ther apparent Inconveniency, another inextricable Dif- 
ficulty, attending this ſuperfine Diſtinction? Does it 
not ſuppoſe, inſtead of diſtin& Perſons, diſtinct Beings, 
diſtinct Efſences ? That which is inferior cannot be the 
very ſame with its ſuperior. Identity, in this Caſe, 
conſiſts not with Inequality. The Conſequence of this 
Tenet is Polytheiſm. 

For my Part, I lay it down as an inconteſtable Prin- 
ciple, ſuch as Reaſon and Scripture concur to eſtabliſh, 
That whatever, whoſoever is God, muſt be abſolutely 
ſupreme.—I then proceed to examine, whether the 
divine Names, Attributes, Honours ; thoſe which are 
incommunicably divine, which flow from the divine- 
Eſſence, which cannot comport with a finite Exiſtence, 
but are the ſole Prerogative of the unequalled God 
whether theſe are in Scripture clearly aſcribed to the 
ſacred Perſon of the Son—if they are, my Reaſon re- 
quires me to believe that he is very God, and co- equal 
with the Father. My Reaſon, in her ſedateſt Moments, 
aſſures me, that Scripture. cannot deceive, though I 
may be unable to conceive. My Reafon declares, that 
I ſhall be a Rebel againſt her Laws, if I do not ſubmit 
to this Determination of ns as deciſive, as in- 


fallible, 
Jam, Sc. 
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LETTER XXII. 
On the Holy Ghoft being the Objedt of religious Worſhip. 
|  Wifton- Favell, Marth, 1745-6. 


Dear Sir, 
N a former Letter, I conſidered, whether the bleſſed 
Spirit is really a diſtindt Perſon—whether this Per- 
| fon is truly and properly God—it appeared from 4 
' Variety of Scriptures, that both theſe Queſtions were 
to be reſolved in the Affirmative. Theſe Preliminaries 
being ſettled, I would hope, with ſome Perſpicuity of 
Argume 


Reaſon, and Strength 0 nt ; 1 now proceed, 
in Conſequence of my 333 to examine Mr. 

Tomkins's Objections againſt the received Cuſtom of 
addreſſing divine Worſhip to this divine Being. | 
The Author, I freely acknowledge, writes with a 
great Appearance of Integrity ; with a calm and decent 
Spirit of Controverly ; and with a very plaufible Air 
of Truth. As the Subject of his Inquiry is of the 
higheſt Dignity and Importance, ' as his Method of 
managing the Debate is, to ſay the leaſt, by no Means 
contemptible, I cannot forbear expreſſing ſome Surpriſe, 
that none of the ingenious Diſſenters, to whom the 
Piece is particularly inſcribed, have thought proper to 
intereſt themſelves in the Diſpute, and either -confute 
what is urged, or elſe (like Perſons of that inviolable 
Attachment to the pure ſcriptural Worſhip, which they 
profeſs): recede from the Uſe of their allowed Doxo- 
logies. 

For my Part, as I firmly believe it a a proper Praftice 
to worſhip the Son, as we worſhip the Farher, and to 
worſhip the Holy Ghoſt, as we worſhip the other Per- 
ſons of the undivided Trinity, I am fo far from diſ- 


approving, 
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approving, that I admire our cuſtomary Doxology, and 
think it a very noble and inſtructive Part of our ſacred 
Service. Noble, becauſe it exhibits one of the 
Myſteries, and glorious Peculiarities of the Goſpel; 
inſtructive, - becauſe it ſo frequently reminds the Wor- 
ſhipper of a Point which it ſo greatly concerns him to 
believe, and which is fitted to inſpire the brighteſt, the 
ſtrongeſt Hopes, of final, of complete Salvation. 
But left this Perſuaſion ſhould be deemed the crude 
Production of early Prejudice, rather than the mature 
Fruit of ſedate Conſideration, we will very readily hear 
whatever-can be againſt it; and not willingly 
ſecrete one Objection, or miſrepreſent one ACE | 
occurring in the Enquiry. 
te Let it be ſuppoſed,” ſays our Author, < that the 
Holy Spirit is one of the Perſons of the Godhead; 1 
ftill-query, what Warrant Chriſtians have for a direct 
and diſtin Worſhip of this third Perſon in the God- 
head, (page ) —1 nid chink, there can be no 
— PS whether Worſhip is to be paid to 
the Divinity. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God,” is a Law of inconteſtable Authority, and eternal 
Obligation. As for the Circumſtances of Worſhip in- 
cluded in its being direct, this cannot alter the Caſe, 
nor render the Practice improper. According to my 
Apprehenfion, all true and genuine Worſhip is direct. 
If it be addreſſed to the divine Object at ſecond Hand, 
it has more of the Nature of idolatry, than Worſhip. 
Such is the religious Foppery of the Papiſts, who will 
not apply directiy to the Father of everlaſting Com- 
paſſions, but adore God as it were by Proxy. —With 
Regard to the Diſtinctneſs of the Worſhip, this depends 
entirely upon the Scripture's diſtinguiſhing their Per- 
ſons. If this be clearly done, the Diſtinctneſs of Wor- 


ſaip i is properly authorized, and the Fitneſs of it Te 
g ” 
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lows of Courſe. If the inſpired Writers aſſure us, that 
the Father is God, this is a ſüfficient Warrant to pay 
divine Honours to the Father. If the inſpired Writers 
affirm, that the Son is God, this is a ſufficient Ground 
for aſcribing divine Honours to the Son. If the ſame 
inſpired Writers declare, that the Holy Ghoſt is God; 
we need no clearer Warrant, nor can we have a louder 
Call, to pay him our devouteſt Homage.—In a Word, 
it is the Voice of Reaſon, it is the Command of Scrip- 
ture, it is founded on the unalterable Relations of 
Things, That Worſhip, direct Worſhip, diſtin& Wor- 
ſhip, all Worſhip, be rendered to the Deity.—So that 
the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, excluſive of any Apoſ- 
tolical Precept. or Example, is an incomparably better 
Reaſon for aſcribing divine Honours to this facred 
Perſon, than the bare Want of ſuch Precept or Ex: 


ample, can be a Reaſon to juſtify the Omillian, or 
condemn the Performance of it. 


Tam no Advocate for implicit Faith in any human 
Determination or Opinion. Should I ſee whate Sets, 
or whole Churches, in a 'glaring Error, ſuch as I can 
prove from Scripture to be palpably wrong, and of 
pernicious Tendency, I would make no Scruple to re- 
monſtrate, diſſent, and enter my Proteſt. But in 4 
Caſe, which Mr. Tomkins himſelf (page 2. line 19.) 
allows to be of a dubious Nature; where I have no 
poſitive Proof from God's holy Word, that the Prac- 
tice is unlawful, or improper ;' I cannot but apprehend, 
chat it becomes a modeſt Perſon, diffident of his own 
Judgment, to acquieſce in the general, the long con- 
tinued Uſage of all the Churches. This is urged by 
an inſpired Writer as a forcible Motive for rejecting 4 
Practice, and why ſhould not I admit it as a Motive of 
| Weight for r ape. to a n We have no ſuch 
g | 9 
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Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God , was an Apoſ- 
tolical Argument. And, e where we are 
not precluded by any Prohibition of Scripture, I think, 
the Reaſoning i is equally concluſive, if changed to the 
Affirmative, We have ſuch a Cuſtom, and the Churches 
of God. Was I to ſettle my Opinion, and adjuſt my 
Conduct, with Regard to ſuch a Point, I ſhould be 
inclined to argue in the. following Manner: I cannot 
bring one Text from the ſacred Writings, which forbids 
the Uſage; and as it is unanumouſly practiſed by devout 
Perſons of almoſt every Denomination ; as it has been 
the received, the uninterrupted Practice of the Chriſ- 
tian Church for more than a thouſand Years; who am 
I, that I ſhould. diſturb. the Peace, or ſeparate myſelf 
from the Communion of the Church, "py a Procedure, 
which ſuch .Multitudes of excellent Perſons maintain 
to be conſonant, and which I cannot prove to be.con- 
trary, to the Senſe of Scripture ? Who am I, that I 
ſhould fancy myſelf to have more of the Mind of God, 
than the whole united Church of true Believers, emi- 
nent Saints, and illuſtrious Martyrs? . 

« But there is no Precept-for this Worſhip i in Scrip- 
ture, (Page 1.) And Dr. Owen affirms, That a 
divine Command is the Ground (he means, I preſume, 


the only Ground, or elſe the Quotation is nothing to 


our Author's Purpoſe) of all Worſhip. (Page 25.)— 
Dr. Ouen's Chatafter, I own, is conſiderable, as well 
as his Aſſertion peremptory ; but yet I cannot prevail 
on myſelf to ſubmit to his ipſe dixit as an Oracle, nor 
reverence his Judgment as infallible. —I would aſk the 
Doctor, What divine Command the Heathens ever re- 


' ceived: to worſhip the bleſſed God? I know of no 


verbal or written Precept. But they ſaw their Warrant 


r in their Wants, they perceive their — 


1 1. xi. 16. 1 IRS 
vu i H reſult · 
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reſulting from che divine Attributes. Will Dr. Owen 


miintain, That mo Worſhip was expected from the 


Pagans? That they had been blameleſs, and acted accord. 
ing to the Principles of their Duty, if they had withheld 
all Acts of Veneration from the Deity ? No, fiirely, 
St. Paul, in declaring them faulty, for not worſhipping 
the Almighty in ſuch. a rational Manner, as was fuit- 
able to his pure and exalted Nature, clearly intimates, 
that it was their Duty both to worſhip, und to worſhip 
aright. It is not ſaid by the Apoſtle; though ir is the 
Conſequence of the Doctor's Poſition, that they ought 
to have reſtained from all Worſhip, and not "have 
meddled with Matters of Devotion, till they received 
an authentic Warrant from Revelation. The inſpired 
Caſuiſt grotinds his Duty, in this Particular, upon the 
eternal Power and Godhead (Rom: i. 20.) of the 
ſupreme Being, which were difcoverable by the Exerciſe 
of their Underſtandings, and from a Survey of the 
Creation in Conformity to the Apoftle's Sentiments, 
1 ſhould rather place the Foundation of religious Wor- 
ſhip in the Glories, the Mercies, the unſearchable Riches 
of the Almighty Majeſty. Theſe, together with” the 
Relation which dependent Creatures bear to this all- 
producing, all· ſuſtaining, mfinitely beneficent God, ate 
the grand Warrant to authoriſe Addreſſes of Adoration. 
Theſe are Reaſons prior to all expreſs Revelations, and 
would have ſubſiſted, if actual Commands had ne ver 
been given. If this be not true, What will become of 
all Natural Religion ? Scripture, indeed; has declared 
explicitly the binding Nature of theſe Motives; Scrip- 

ture, like a ſacred Herald, had promulged what God 
fore-ordained, what Reaſon had decreed, what neceſſi- 
 rily flowed from the Habitudes of Perſons and Things 

Or, to repreſent the Point in another Light, The Per- 
fections of the Godhead are the original, the inviolable 
| page to all * of * _ Devo- 
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non; to ratify this Obligation, and impart to it all 
e pomble Soleninity and Sanction, Scripture has added 
. the broad Seal of Heaven.—If this be right Reaſon, 
and if the Holy Ghoſt be really God, his all-ſuMeient 
Excelleticies, and my State of Dependence; are a proper 
Licence, of rather à virtual Mandamus, for the Appli- 
cations of Prayer; and the Aſcriptions of Praiſe. Granit 
this one Pfopofltzon, relating to the Divinity of the 
blefſed Spitit, and admit that his Eternal Power and 
Godhead are a fufficient Ground for religibus Worlkip, 
and we ſhall find ourſtlves unavoidably determined. 
We muſt rebel againſt our Reaſon, muſt violare che 
Didates of our Conſcience, muſt act in Oppoſition, 
not to one particular Text, but to the main Tenbur 
ald Scope of the whole Scripture, if we do not rendet 
all the Service, yield all the Reverence, due to a glort- 
ous Being, in whom we live, move, and exiſt, © 
But ſtill we are told, in various Places, agaifi and 
again we are told, r That there is no expreſs Warrant,” - 
es MY —Prodigious Streſs is Lid upon this Word expreſs, he 
he whole Force of the Objection ſeems to terminate on 
. this Point. There is no expreſs Warrant, _ therefore, 
ace it is an unwarrantable Practice. For my Part, I have 
on. not Diſcernment enough to perceive the Concluſive- 
nd neſs of this arguing: I muſt beg Leave to deny the 
ver Conſequence of ſuch a Syllogiſm. For if the Senſe of 
various Scriptures has made it a Duty, this is Warrant 
red 
1p 
500 
ſſa 
"gy 
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enough, though it be not particularly enjoined, or 
tolerated in Form. This Maxim our ingenious Author 

will admit in other Caſes, and why not in the preſent ? 
There is no expreſs Command to add any Prayer at 
ue Celebration of Baptiſm. , When our Lord inſtituted 
= Wihe Ondinance. he. ant een 
able into the Chriſtian Church, without any Preſcription 
vo. relating to concomitant Prayer. When Philip ami 
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niſtered this Sacrament - to the Eunuch, there is ny 
ty. pertinent to 
the Occaſion. I cannot recollect, that any of the holy 
Writers either inſorm the World, that they practiſe 
ſuch. a Method themſelves, or ſo much as intimare, 
es, to 

accompany this Solemnity with ſuitable Devotions.— 
poſitive Injunction, ae 

thet 


Scriptures, that virtually, though not explicitly, recom- 


mention of any; Addreſs to the Amigh 


that they would adviſe others, in ſucceeding 4 


But though we have no 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing, for our Plea 


mend it, are our Warrant. . © In every Thing,” ſays St. 


Paul, © let your Requeſts be made known unto God; 


conſequently, | in this ſacred and i important Thing. 


1 muſt again declare, that I can by no Means aſſent 
in the 


Way of divine Worſhip is allowable, but what. has an 


5 20 our Author's grand Poſtulatith, That nothing i 


expreſs Warrant from Scripture. Becauſe virtual War- 
_ "rants, are Warrants; conſequential Warrants, are War- 
rants. Our Objector muſt maintain this in ſome In- 


ſtances, and why ſhould he diſclaim it in others? To 


be conſiſtent in Conduct, is ſurely eſſential to the Cha- 


racter of an impartial Enquirer after Truth. Shall 
ſuch an one ſometimes reje&t an Argument as weak 


and inſignificant, becauſe it happens to be illative only, 


and not direct; and at other Times urge it as cogent 
and irrefragable ? I will mention one very memorable 
Particular of this Nature; that is the Caſe of the 
Why does Mr. Tomkins transfer the 
Sandtification of a particular Pay from the ſeventh to the 
firſt ? Has he any expreſs Command in Scripture, am 
expreſs Warrant from png for this Alteration! 
I muft own, I have 
nts : Warrants formed 
upon Conłluſſons, and derived from ſome remarkable 
Seriptutes. But theſe nor near ſo numetbus, nor hea 
1 Ponderous, as "EINE" which. concur” to <eftabliſh the 
1 Divinit) 


Lord's Day. 


Tf he has, let him produce 1 
none but conſequential War 
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Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. Now if an expreſs War- 
rant” be not needful in the one, why ſhould it be ſo 
rigorouſly infifted on in the other Duty ?—If then this 
leading Principle of our Author's be falſe or precarious, | 
what Truth, what Certainty can there be in any, in all 
his Deductions from it? If the Ground-work be un- 
ſubſtantial," and the Foundation fall, what Solidity can 
there be in the Superſtrudture ? Tow can LE N 
ſtand ? | 
- 'Poſlibly' Mr. n nn ey. « The Exariple | 
of the'Pfichitive Church determines this Point.” | We | 
pcs it was the Cuſtom of the earlieſt Antiquity,” to 
the Chriſtian Sabbath on the firſt Day of the 
Week z and therefore have very good Reaſon to be- 
leve, that the *Uſag®was" eſtabliſhed by Apoſtolical = 
Authority. And may not I ſay the ſame, with Regard 
to the Cuſtom of aſcribing Glory, and rendering Ado- 
ration, to che third Perſon of the Trinity? | Fuſtiz 
„the moſt ancient and authentic Apologiſt for 
Chriſtianity, who is next in Succeſſion, and next in 
Credit eo the Patres Apoſtolici, he declares exprefily, 
That it was the received Cuſtom of the Chriſtian 
Church, in his Days, to worſhip the Holy Ghoſt.” His 
Words are Type wpognlixov, ors putre Ahn Tinea, aro- 
dufopey, Lou perceive, he not only avows the Thing, 
but yindicates its Reaſonableneſs and Propriety.— 
Perhaps, ſome captious Critic may inſinuate, That it 
is. Matter of Doubt, whether the Word —r. UH 
implies divine Honours.I wave all Attempts to prove 
this Point from the Original of the New Teſtament, 
becauſe, to obyiate ſuch an Objection, we have another 
Paſſage to produce from the ſame Saint, Father, and 


Martyr. sv Wpo@yrTix0y Cibopela Na. p00 xunNuey; 
Can any Expreſſions be imagined more 1 


Apol.. 1. 
forcible. in their Signification, or more, appoſite to our 
Purpoſe? They import the higheſt Acts of Adoration, 

H 3 aud 


48 MISCELLANEOUS - RTE. 3 
he the Regards which: were, paid by 
1 471 1 ohh Foam the Hoh Ghoſt, —Wiullit 15 
ugge 90 in cs 

up Prayers; or a ee 1. auler, This b 
muſt wo nb fonts pe can be aide 
geber ca. gat mperxum re, Prop d 70 Hege Who. wich- 
holds Praiſe, or reſtrains Praxer. Theſe particular In- 
ſtances art as neceſſarily implied in thoſe enen, 
as the Species is included in the Genus. 

Tou will pleaſe to obſerye, that this ampdaita to a 
great deal more than Mr. Tomkins, (Page 17.) dot very 
ingengouſly ſuggeſts, viz, 4 A few Hints that learned 
Men have found, in the primitive Ages, of the Aſcrip- 
tion of Praiſe to the Holy Gboſt. It ſeems alſo en- 
tirely to overthrow what, in another Place, he advances 
(Page 26.) not very conliſtently with Truth, vin 
«« That there is ſo little Appearance of the Obſervance 
of fuch a Cuſtam, for ſo Many Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church. —Few Hints and little Appearance !- Can 
clear and determinate Declaration, made by; 2 Writer 

of · the moſt unqueſtionable Veracity, concerping the 
* unanimous, the univerſal Practice of the ancient Church 
can this Evidence, with any Fairneſs or Equity, be 
reg eee Tags ur e 
Appearance? | 
As to what is remarked. relating to the Corruptiq 

of the early Writers, the Interpolations, or Alterations 
made by careleſs Tranfcribers, (Page 17.) this ſeems 
to be a. moſt empty and jejune Infiquarion, It is what 
will ſerye any Side of any Debate, It is oppoſing 


Hope to Fact; precarious and unſupported Hypo- 
is, to clear 277 tindeniable Fact, Enis fure is 


catching, not at a beit but at a Shadow. I never 
| could hke Dr. Bentley W fur & Hallucinatia Libra- 


nere . in his Anjmadyerſions on W 
bec 
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becauſe. it was, n far, any Occaſion, a 
Charge. even 18 at Hand —·˖[⸗˖4rñ ſuited ta . 
countenance. I ruth, or. de detect Exraor. Much leſs can l 
think it ſufficzent. ta gxerthrem the Feltimony, or or in- 
validate che e dur anqent Chriſkian 
r a hare, Inuendg (and Mis, Tomking's 8 
that from an intereſted Perſom, with- 
beat Shew 1 LEE wauld this be ad- 
udicature, 80 ſuperſede the 
dien of a credible Wimeſs? 
rerſe, It would convince 
4a that the Cauſe. muſt be 
portable, ſince Ariane 


made, — is ta be. — — 
The aforecited Writer, and the whole: Scripture is Gleat 
upon thei Article of _diſtinft Worſhip. And the Reader 
is led to ſuppoſe, that there is forme. mighty, Difference 
between diſtinct, and I know: not What other King of 
Worship. Why does our Author harp. fo inceſfantly 
upon this String? Whence ſuch irreconcileable Axerſion 
to this Quality of Worſhip ? Qne wayld almoſt ſulpe: 
he was ' conſcious, that ſome Worſhip. ſhould; be p 
but could nat digeſt. the Doctrine, nor ſubmit 225 
Payment of diſtinct Worſhip.I muſt reply once for 
al, that if any Worſhip be due, diſtinct Worſhip cannot 
be improper : much more if a Worſhi Oubich, L ap- 
prehend, is included in. Juſtin's Words, and follows 
from, the Divinity of the. bleſſed. Spirit] be requilite, 
ditin& Worſhip cannot be unwarrantable, 
Another grand Argument, urged by our Enquirer, 
15 « That the Apoſtles, as far as appears, never prac- 
tied chis Worſhip of the Holy Ghoſt themſelves, nor 


recommended it io others” Page 4. Jamie ſhould, 4 
N , 4 ; 


*. 


* 


1% nern e. 
all means, have printed as fur as appears in Italics, of 
Capitals. Becauſe then the Reader would have appre. 
hended more eaſily the uncertain Foundation on which 
the Reaſoning is built. But though this Particular; re. 
lating to the Practice of the Apoſtles, does not q 
one Way or the other, yet dur Author ! in his eh fs 
and elſewhere, conchulles from it as as if it 
ſtood upon authentic Record. For, ſays he, if we 
admit, that the Reaſon of Things is ſufficient to eftabliſ 
this Practice, it will prove too much;“ it will, un- 
doubtedly, if it proves any Thing, prove it a Puty ts 
pay ſuch Worſhip to the Holy 8 — and, "conſe- 

uently, that the Apoſtles were deteenve, either in not 


| keing "this Reaſon of Things as -welf as we; ar not 


practiſing according to it. Does he not here ſuppoſe, 
the Apoſtolical Omiſſion an ac undoubted 
Point? which, a ſew Lines before, he had confeſſed to 
be dubious and unapparent. a 297445 
However, not to inſiſt upon this little" ſolf-comr: 
dicting Slip, I would aſk; What Reaſon has Mr. Tumtin 
to conclude, that the Apoſtles omitted this Uſage, 
which the Chriſtian Churches have adopted? Do they 
ever declare, or ſo much as hint, that they are determined 
to omit it? Do they ever caution their Converts a 
it, as 2 dangerous Errour ? Is there any ſuch Memoria 
reſeryed, or any ſuch Cayeat lodged, in 'their ſacred 
| be: itings 7 Now, to argue in our Author's Strain: If 
it was fo unjiſtifiable a Thing to addreſs Praiſe, or put 
ip Prayer to the Holy Ghoſt, there could not be 4 more 
neceſſary Pretaution, than that the Apoftles, thoſe care: 
ful Inſtrudtors, ſhould have warned their People of the 
Miſtake ; eſpecially," fince it was 16 extremely probable, 
ſo almoſt unavoidable, that they would fall into it. For 
1 appeal to the Whole World, yhether a a conſiderate 
Perſon would not naturally judge it reaſonable, whether 
a devour Perſon Tn not feel a forcible Inklination, 
N 
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r a good dealof Force in the Argu- 
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to worſhip that venerable Name; into which he was 
and to praiſe that heneficent Being, who is 
che Author of ſo many ineftimable” Bleſfings. Ter 
though this is {6 apparently natural, fuch as the Apoſtles = 
could not but ſoreſet was likely to happen; they fay not 
a Syllable, dy Way of Prevention; chey take no Care 
to guard their Converts ſuch a Practice A 
pregnant Sign, that it"is/allowed ee eee 
chargeable neither with Superſtition, nor — 00 | 
But bur Author, to corroborate his Argument, adds, 
40 . 
to the Holy Ghoſt, though we have no mention of 
in Scripture, where yet we meet with” frequent Doxo- 
logies of theirs, and Addreſſes by Way of Prayer or 
Petition? would be an unreaſonable! Pre 
cannot accede to this Aſſertion - The Dorologies and 
Prayers of the Apoſtles, recorded in Scripture, are only 
occaſional and incidental ; inſerted as the Fervour of 2 


devout Spirit ſuggeſted, in the Body of their doctrinal 


and exhortatory Writings. Now the Omiſſion of ſuch 
a Practice in Writings, which were compoſed with a 
View of inſtructing Mankind in the great Fundamentals 
of Chriſtianity, which were never intended as a full and 
complete Syſtem of De votions The Omiſſion of this 
Practice in ſuch Writings, can be no fair or concluſive 


Argument for its being omitted in their ſtated Acls of 


public Worſhip. If, indeed, the Apoſtles had, in their 
epiſtolary Correſpondence, drawn up a Form of De- 
votions ; had declared that in them was comprized a 
perfect Pattern of devotional Addreſſes, proper to be 
offered to the Deity ; that all Acts of Worſhip, which 
deviated a Jott or Tittle from that preſcribed Form, 
were unwarrantable ;—if ſuch a Compoſition had been 
tranſmitted from the Apoſtles, and we had formed no 
ſuch Addreſſes therein, as thoſe for which we are plead- 
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ment drawn, from. the Apoſtolical Omilſſion. - Though, 
at the ſame Time I could not be able to ſarbear won- 
dering at che In of their Doctrines, which 
teach us that the Holy Ghoſt is God, and of their Wor- 
ſhip, which refuſes him divine Honours. —But, I think, 
as the Caſe ftands, no ſolid Argument; nothing. but 
ſpecious Cavil, can be formed from this Circumſtance 
of its being unpractiſed in the Writings of the Apoſtlea 
tc It does not appear that the Apoſtles addreſſed 
diſtinct Worſhip. to the bleſſed Spirit ; therefore; we 
conelude, that they actually addreſſed none. As thaugh 
Fact and Appearance were convertible Terms. am 
ſurprized, that an Author of Mr. Tomkins's Penetratiat 
ean prevail upon himſelf to be ſatisſied, or ſhould offer 
to impoſe upon his Readers, with a Deduction fo. very 
Mogical. R the not appearing of: a Thing, a certain 
Argument, or indeed any Argument at all; for its not 
exiting? It does not appear, that there are Mountains, 
or Groves, or Rivers beneath our Horizon. It does 
not appear, that chere are any ſuch Veſſels a Lym- 
phatics, any fuck Fluid as the Chyle, in theſe living 
Bodies of ours. But by comparing them with. others 
that have been diſſected; and by reaſoning; from in- 
diſputable Principles, relating to the Animal Economy, 
we aſſure ourſelves of the Reality of both theſe Par- 
ticulars.—Conſider, Sir, into what unnumbered Abfur- 
dities, and evident Falſhoods, this way of arguing 
would betray us, if purſued in all its 
It will prove, if we once admit it as a Teſt of Truth, 
that nothing was tranſacted by ſcriptural Men, butwhat 
is particularly recorded in Scripture Hiſtory. I n6 
where read unc circumciſed his Son Jacob, or inſtructed 
his Houſhold after the Example of his Father Araban. 


But ſhallwe infer, from the Silence of Seripture, with 
| regard to theſe Matters, that he never conformed to the 


An nor performed —— 
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racer of a godly Man, be.walked in both theſe Stauss 
70 Ordinanges of the Low =, 

: Apoſtles woiformly agree in this | 
That the Holy Ghoſt is God, ir leemy. much mare 
reaſonable.to conclude from hence, that id him 


direct Worſhip, than from their bare Silence -.to infes, 


no where read in 


lary Fart of Chriſtian Worſhip,” (Page 2.)—Be.pleaſed 
to ohſerve, how he departs from his firſt Propoſal. His 
tirlt Enquiry, that which the Title-Page exhibits, was, 
Whether this be warrantahle; then, with an evaſiye 
Dexterity, he ſlips into another Topic, and. maintains, 


that it cannot he neceſſary. Whether this be LN wi 8 


agen or Inaccuracy, L hall not ſtay to amine; 2 
| d ; mul 


, | 
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muſt alk Mr. Tomkins, What Reason he Kas for this 
tive Determination, thut it cannot be neceſſary ?— 
2auſe, on the contrary Suppoſition, | er We ſhall con- 
dem the" Apbities, a5 "guilty of a great Othiſſion,” 
(ie) 2. Th Argument the Author uſes more” thah 
_ bnee, "therefore," I may” be excuſed in Teplying t6 it 
once We can have no Pretende do condemn the 
Apoſtles, till we have undeniable Proof that there was 
ſuch an Omiſſion in cheir Conduck. Who can aſſert, 
who dares maintain, that, when, the Apoſtles. were "met 
together in the holy Tong gregation, for large, ſohenin, 
copious Devotion, 7 recognize the Divinity 
of the three" ſacred Perſons, never addreſſed diſtin& 
Acts of Praiſe or Invocation . to each reſpedively ? 
This Mr. Tomkins may p erſiſt in ſup poſing ; but * 
all he can fuggeſt, in Vindication a 0 this Principle 
will amount to no more than a bare 8 ny pe 2. 
at leaſt, as fairly ſuppoſe D and, I 1155 
have the nr ae of Reaſon, the lem $ of & Scri 
the Conſent m 


Tho he not es himſelf in what is pen Could 
J not mention various Particulars, which are not abſo- 
lutely neceſfary, but yet they are decent and uſeful; ; 
they contribute to the Beauty and Harmony of Worſhip, 
to the Comfort and Edification of the Worthippers? 
Perhaps, it may not be neceſfary to particularize i in our 
| Devotions the 'preſerit Diftreſs of our Nation, and to 
form particular Petitions ſuitable to our national Exi- 
gencies, or particular. Thankſgivings accommodated to 
our national Deliverances. But fince this is very ex- 

ient; ſince it tends to beget in all a more lively 


Senſe of our Dependence: on Keine Providence; fince 
i. 
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it is a moſt emphatical Method of aſcribing to the ſu- 


preme Diſpoſer the Glory of all our public Mercies ; 
this Practice is very becoming, very proper, very 
uſeful. Should I plead, in Oppoſition to this Cuſtom, 


that it is not abſolutely neceſſary. Your Prayers may 


be acceptable to God, and beneficial to your Country, 
without ſuch particularizing. St. Paul gives no expreſs 
Command, ſets. no explicit Example of any ſuch Uſage. 
There is no Precedent from any of the Apoſtles, where 
the Affairs of the-State, under which they lived, are par- 
ticularly diſplayed before God in humble Supplication. 
-» Would Mr: Tomkins think this a-ſufficient Reaſon for 
him in his private, or for Miniſters in their public De- 
votions, to diſcontinue the Practice? Na, verily 2 


the Propriety, the Expediency of the Thing, would 


juſtify and aſcertain its Uſe, even though no ſeriptural 
Pattern had mann no ee er e en- 
joined it. ' 
It is affirmed, ige 3.) „rde the Adee of 
the New Teſtament are always made to the Father, 
or to the Son: and it is added, (Page 10.) * That 
there is neither Rule nor Example in it for worſhipping 
any other Perſon Whatever. This Point our Author 
affirms with a very poſitive Air, as though it were in- 
capable of being controverted. And therefore, oſten 
builds Aſſertions on it, often makes Deductions from 
it. Suppoſe it was an undeniable Truth, I think we 
haye ſhewn, that it can be no ſatisfactory Proof, that 
in all the enlarged Deyotions of the Apoſtles, no Ad. 
drefſes were offered to the” bleſſed Spirit, becauſe ; 3 few 
ſhort Ejaculations made no | Explicit mention of him.— 
But this Aﬀertipn, perhaps, upon a cloſer Examination, 
may appeat too bold and unjuſtifiahle ; 1 t like 
the Poſition which has been, adyanced with ny to the 
Sentiments of the primitive Writers, and Ne ok 
the primitive Church. It might be proper to conſider, 
K 5 . | | on 
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on this Occaſion, 2 Theft iii. 5. % The Lord direct you 
Hearts into che Love of God, and Putienes of Chriſt. 
This you will allow to be a Prayer of Denediction 
You will alſo obſerve, that here is particular mentiol 
of three Perſons; The Lord, who is che Object of the 
Invocation, and Beſtower of the Bleffing, is neither the 
Father, nor the Son. And who then can it be, hut the 
Holy Ghoſt ? whoſe amiable Office it is, to ſhed abroad 
the Love of God in our Hearts . It will not, I 
fume, be intimated, _ this is the only Paſſage o 


Kind. For, were it the only one, yet where 2 | 


dence is infallible, we need not the Mouth of two or 
three Witneſſes to  eftabliſh the Matter in Debate, 
However, for further Satisfaction, we may conſult 
1 Thefſ. iii. 11, 12, 13. 2 Te. ii. 16. H ve con- 
ſider theſe Texts in Conjunction with thoſe Seriptures 
which ſpeak of the Holy Ghoſt as a diſtinct Perſon, 
we ſhall perceive a beautiful Propriety, and a particular 
Emphaſis, in underftanding the Verſes as-mentioning 
the ſacred Perſons ſeverally. The latter Text eſpecially, 
confidered in this View, is extremely pertinent, has a 
very admirable Propriety, and agreeably- to a Maxim 
laid down by a' great Maſter of correct Writing: 

a Redgers Perfone ſeit conenientia cuifus. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, and out 
Father, who hath loved us, and given us everlaſting 
Conſolation, and good Hope through Grace, cornfort 
your Hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good Word 
and Work. Suppoſing the. three Perſons implored in 
this Supplication, every Thing that is attributed to cach, 
has a perfect Conformity with that Part, which each is 
repreſented as in the bleed Work of ' Re- 
demption, e. g. ©. Our Father, who hath loved vs ; for 
God 10 loved the World, faith St. Jy ee that he 
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gave his only begutten Son. Th. God, the Holy-Ghoſt, 
who hath given us everlaſting Conſolation,” for it is the 
peculiar Office of the bleſſed Spirit to adminiſter Com- 
fort, called therefore. the Paraclete. © Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath given us good Hope through Grace; © we 
have Hope in. Chriſt,” faith the Apoſtle: to the Corin- 
thians, and nathing is more frequently celebrated, by 
the Writers, than ch Grace of our Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt. —Behold then a Pertinency, a Beauty, 

a Ggnificant Diſtinction, and an exact Harmony E 5 
all the Parts of this Verſe, if taken in our Senſe; 

a ſtrange, confuſed, tautological Kind ar Pin, if 
you dilallom, that the three divine Perſons are diſtin 
ied to. 
age 6. It is ſuggeſted, - 540 That we may incur the 

' Reſentment of the other two Perſons, as thewing a 

Neglect or Diſreſpect to them, if, of our own Heads, 

we ſhould in any peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Form, 

worſhip the Father. This, ſure, is a moſt unworthy 

Inſinuation, as though the infinitely ſublime and glorious 

Perſons of the Godhead were meanly ambitious, or 

weakly jealous: This is meaſuring. the Deity, .not by 

our Reaſon, which is a very inaompetent Standard; 
not by our Senſes, which are ſtill more inadequate 

Judges; but even by our ſordid and vile Affections.— 

But not to inſiſt upon this groſs Error; not to aggravate 

this Affront offered to the adorable Trinity; this: Inti- 

mation, and others of the like Strain, ſeem to be 
ſounded on a great Miſtake, with relation to the Nature 
of the Godhead. The Eſſence is one, though the Per- 
ſons are di So that whatever Honour is paid to 
any P id eo the one yndivitied.Effence. | I we 
call. Jeſus che Lond. St. Paul afſures us, it is to the 

Glory of Godithe Father. Whdever ſees the Son, our 

Saviour himſelf : declares, ſees the Father alſo, (i. 6.) 

u has a right, Underſtanding of the Son, and 


6 ſees 
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ſees by Faith his divine Excellencies; that Man ſees, i 

acquainted with, the PerfeCtions of the Father alſo, 

And for this obvious Reaſon, becauſe the Father and 

Son are one. And will not this hold good with regard 

to the Holy Spirit ?—If ſo, whatever Honour is paid 

to one, 18 paid to all the three ſacred Perſons: or rather 

whatever devout Aſcriptions of Praiſe àre addreſſed to 

either of the divine Perſons, they are addreſſed to the 

one living incomprehenfible God.—I wiſn Mr. Tumtin 

had attended to D th Conſideration.” It might have 

: | guarded him againſt ſome other unwary Expreſſions 

1 which imply the Notion of Polytheiſin ; f. ; particylarly that 

in Page 10. where he tells us, That the Scripture ſets 
forth the Father and the Son as the Objects of Worthip.” 
1 cannot find any ſuch Rep elit in Scripture, 

The Scripture is uniform an conſiſtent, and ſpeaking 

of but one God, ſpeaks of but one Object of divine 

Worſhip, viz. the infinite Deity, diſtinguiſhed* by x 

threefold Perſonality. This may ſeem "ſtrange; but 
ſince we have the Saviour's Word, and  the-Apoſtle's 

"Evidence, to ſupport the Tenet, it ſhould, methinks, 

be admitted as true. This may ſeem ſtrange, but is it 

| therefore to be rejected as falſe ? At this rate, we muſt 

| deny the Exiſtence of a thouſand Phenomena in Na- 

| ture; we muſt explode as e ap- 

Parent Facts. 

Page 7. The Inquirer endes a very utizecotintable 
Propoſition. It ſhould ſeem, ſays he, that the Son 
of God had quitted for that Time (during his Humi- 
lation) his Claim to divine Worſhip ; . though ĩt ſhould 

be granted that he did receive divine Worſhip before. 
A muft aſk with the Jewiſb Ruler, “ How can theſe 
Things be? Can God abandon his Divinity ? - Can be 
ceaſe to be ſupremely great und Is he not, 
vould not y by the Neceſſity dar! by the abſolute 
. ane his Nature; To- day, and Yeſterday; * 
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for ever the ſame ? If ſo, it ſeems impoſſible; chat 
Creatures ſhould, ſor ſo much as a ſingle Inſtant, be 
releaſed from the Duty of Adoration ; it ſeems im- 
poſlible, with Reverence be it ſpoken, ny 0 onng 


relinquiſh his Claim to their eſt Homage. 
This wauld be to deny himſelf; which the” Apoſtle 


reckons among the edvwara, 2 Tim. ii. 13. —_— 
cavrey n aaf. — This Tenet, I imagine, is con 
not only to Reaſon, but to Scripture. I ſhould © 
pleaſed to know, whether Mr. Tomkins, when he was 
compoſing this Paragraph, recollected chat memorable 
Saying of our Lord,  Fobn lit. 13. © No Man hath 
aſcended into Heaven, but he who came down from 
Heaven, even the Son of Man (3 '@, not s 5», or 
i inipevec}' who is in Heaven.“ Is not this a manifeſt 
Proof, that our Saviour was in Heaven by his divine 
Nature, even while his human Nature was fojournmg *' 
on Earth, or confined within the Limits of a ſtanty 
Apartment ? And if the divine Son while holding, in 
his Humanity, a Conference with Micodemus, was 
ks, ſent by his Godhead in the heavenly Regions, could the 
Angels be inſenſible of his Preſence ? And if ſenſible 
ut WJ of his Preſence, could they with-hold their Adoration ? 
Na i —Credat Fudens Apella, non ego.—Let Sociniant, and 
ap- Men that are called Infidels, believe fuch an Abſurgity, . 
cannot reconcile it to my Apprehenſions. Our Lord 
emptied himſelf, it is true: becauſe, when he appeared 
among Mortals, he appeared without the Pomp and 
Splendor of his celeſtial Majeſty. He ſuffered no ſuch 
Glory to irradiate and adorn his Perſon, as ſurrounded 
him on the Mount of Transfiguration, and will inyeſt 
him when he comes to judge the World ; but was, in 
all Things, ſuch as we are, Sin only excepted, Thus 
he — >.” himſelf, not by diſrobing his eternal God - 
head of its eſſential Dignity, but by with-holding the 
Manifeſtations of it, in that inferior N mJ which he 
Was pleaſed to aſſume, 

Vor. II. 1 . Page 
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Page 8. Our Author ſeems to miſtake the Meaning 


of that Royal Edict, iſſued out in the heavenly World 
ee Let all the Angels of God worſhip him “.“ | He 


s this was a Command to, worſhip..the Son ir 


| the ſublime Capacity of God over all. This, ſureh, 
could not be the Senſe of the Words. Becauſe, 


Command of ſuch an Import, muſt be needleſs. Thi 


was the natural, the unchangeable, the indiſpenſabt 
Duty of all Creatures: and ſuch as thoſe ſuperior Intel. 


ligences could not but eaſily diſcern, ſuch as thoſe up- 


right Spirits could not but readily obey, without ay 
particular Injunction. The Command, therefore, 


apprehend, is rather referable to the Humanity of ou 
bleſſed Redeemer ; to that Nature in Immanuel, which 
purged away our Sins, by becoming a propitiaton 
Sacrifice. This was made higher than the Angel 
This had an illuſtrious Name given it, to which ever 


Knee ſhould bow. This was exalted into Heaven, 

Angels, and Authorities, and Powers, being made ſub- 

ject unto the Man Chriſt Jeſus. If this Remark be 
true, then our Author's Interpretation is erroneou; 

conſequently, his round- about Argument, derived fron 
- a miſtaken Principle muſt fall to no nothing. 


Page 12. In the Note our Objector aſks, © Did 


| the People of Jrael, upon hearing theſe Words: 


am the Lord thy God, who brought .thee out of the 
Land of Egypt, ever imagine, that there were three 
Perſons then ſpeaking ??*—This Queſtion, I ſuppoſe, i 
intended to invalidate the Doctrine of the Trinity. 


But the great Article ſtands upon a Rock, too impe- 


netrable to be undermined by ſuch an Interrogatory, 


too immoveable to be ſhaken by ſuch a Suggeſtion 


I pretend not to give à categorical Anſwer to the 


- Query,” but only deſire to obſerve, that om A af 
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ſſrael have ſeveral Intimations, in their ſacred Books, 
of a Plurality of Perſons in the Unity of the divine 
Eſſence. They were accuſtomed to hear Moſes ſpeak 
in the plural Number, when he relates the wonderful 
Work of Creation, Let us make Man.” Their in- 
ſpired and royal Preachers fpoke of the Almighty 
Maker of them, and of all Things, in plural Terms, 
« Remember now thy Creator *,” in the Original 
Creators. . The Prophets acknowledged and teach this 
grand Myſtery, particularly the Evangelical Prophet 
Jaiah, Chap. Ixiii. 9, 10. So that, if the Children of 
Jacob and Foſeph were ignorant of this awful Truth, it 
ſeems owing rather to the Blindneſs of their Under- 
ſtandings, than to the Want of proper Diſcoveries 
from above.— ut be the Caſe, as it is ſuppoſed, with 
regard to the Jews. Are we obliged to copy their 
Ignorance? Muſt their Sentiments be our Guide? 
Their Imaginations the Model of our Creed ? Surely, 
for a Chriſtian to argue, or even to ſurmiſe, That there 
is no ſuch Thing, becauſe the ancient cums were not 
acquainted with it, is altogether as unreaſonable, as it 
would be unphiloſophical to maintain, That there are 
no ſuch Places as America, or Greenland, becauſe they 
were both unknown to the ancient Inhabitants-of Canaan. 
Mr. Tomkins cannot but know, that it is the Excel- 
lency of the Evangelical Diſpenſation, to take off the 
Veil from the Moſaical. That we, by comparing their 


2 h Law with our Goſpel, by applying the Interpretation 
Wot our Apoſtles to the Doctrines of their Prophets, are 

MP" Mable to ſee clearly, what they perceived but dimly. 

on Ye do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt,” ſays St. Stephen, 


* as your Fathers did, ſo do ye f.“ If this Reproof 
de compared with the ſeveral Narratives, recorded in 
he * Teſtament, * the ſtiff- necked and 


4 Eeeleſ. xii, 1. | + Acts vii. 51. 
I 2 refractory 
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Hymn of Praiſe, © Thou art aſcended up on high, 


and John xiv. 17. Rom. viii. 11. with the latter, are 


of our Salvation—lf this be a Species of Worſhip, l 


\ 
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refractory Behaviour of the Jews, we ſhall gather by 
the cleareſt Deduction, that the Holy Ghoſt is Tehova, 
Perhaps, the Hraelites, when they heard the P/almif 
playing upon his Harp, and ſinging this congratulator 
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thou haſt led Captivity Captive, and received' Gift 
for Men; yea, even for thy Enemies, that the Lon 
God might dwell among them *.” "The [ſraelites, | 
fay, upon hearing theſe Words, might not be aware, 
that the Perſon who aſcended up on high, was the 
bleſſed Jeſus ; and that the Lord God dwelling among, 
dwelling in depraved diſobedient Mortals, to renew and 
reclaim them, was the Holy Ghoſt, But we, by col. 
lating Ephef. iv. 8. with the former Part of the Vere; 


to our exceeding great Conſolation, brought to the 
Knowledge of theſe glorious Doctrines. 


Page 14. Our Author obſerves, cc That Dr. Watii 
would prove the Propriety of paying divine Worſhip 
to the Holy Ghoſt, from the Form of adminiſtring 
Baptiſm.”-—This Argument he undertakes to inyalidat WW. p 
He proceeds in a very unexpected Manner ; ſprings 
Mine, of which we were not at all apprehenſive. Wha 
if it ſhould turn to the Overthrow of his own Tenet! 
The Doctor maintains, © ti:at Baptiſm is a Piece d 
Worſhip.” Our Author replies, That hearing th 
Word, in the public Aſſemblies, may alſo be reputed! 
Piece of Worſhip,” May it ſo ? Then, Ex Ore 2 
Your own Conceſſion confutes your Opinion. For, 
to hear the Word with Aſſiduty, with Reverence, wi 
an humble Expectation of its becoming the * 


is, doubtleſs, a Worſhip paid to him, who is the Autha 
and Giver of the Word. Now, we are fre, that | 
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by WY 45 the Holy Ghoſt, who ſpake by the Prophets, who- 
ſpake by the Apoſtles, who ſpake all the Words of 


that Life, which, in our religious Congregations, are 
explained a and enforced. - . 


Page 15. Mr. Tomkins urges the Expreſſion o St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. x. 2. which I cannot forbear ſuſpecting, 
notwithſtanding all the Remonſtrances of Charity, 
which thinketh no Evil, he wilfully miſunderſtands. 
It is evident, on the very firſt Glance, that Moſes, in 
that Place, cannot mean the Man Moſes ; but the Syſtem 
of Religion, the Body of Laws, moral, judicial, and 
ceremonial, which were, by him, delivered to the Jews. 
k it therefore a Proof, that to be. baptized into the 
Name of the Holy Ghoſt is no Act of Werſhip to that 
divine Perſon, . becauſe it was no Act of Worſhip to 
Moſes, to have been baptized into an CEconomy inſti- 
tuted by God, and only promulged by Maſes? | 


A por my Part, I am ſtedfaſtly perſuaded, that to be 
ſhy baptized into the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, is a very 
5 noble and fublime Kind of Worſhip; not to ſay, an 


indiſpenſable Obligation to all other Inſtances and De- 
grees of Worſhip.— It is coupled with that greateſt of 
Chriſtian Duties, Believing. Which I take to be a 
Worſhip of the Mind, far more important than any 
bodily. Homage ; without which, all external Expreſ- 
ſions of Adoration are mere Formality. He that be- 
leveth, and is baptized, ſhall be faved.—I verily think, 
no one will deny, that Baptiſm is, at leaſt, equal in its 
Import, to Circumciſion ; inſtead of which it ſeems to 
be ſubſtituted. Now Circumeifion was evidently a 
Token and Ratification of the Covenant of ' Jehovah. 
It was a viſible Atteſtation to the Perſon circumciſed, 
that the Lord was his God, engaged by Covenant to 
protect, bleſs, and make him finally happy. It was a 
ng Declaration of an abſolute Self- ſurrender to the 

| I 3 bleſſed 
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bleſſed God, to zcknowledge him for the only Lord, to 
ſerve him in all dutiful Obedience, to ſeek his Glory, 
and to be reſigned to his Will. This ſeems to have 
been the Meaning of that divinely appointed Rite, 
emphatically expreſſed in thoſe Words of the Jewiſ 
Legiſlator, © Thou haſt this Day avouched the Lord to 
be thy God, to walk in his Ways, and to keep his 


> wy AY tn, A td A 


Statutes, and to hearken unto his Voice. And the g 
Lord hath avouched thee this Day to be his peculiar ll 
People *. —And can we imagine, that Baptiſm, which Ill x 


has ſuperſeded Circumciſion, is inferior to it in Signi. r 
ficancy? Or can we imagine, that theſe ſolemn Ads 2 
of recognizing the Lord for our only God, and conſe. n 

crating ourſelves. to his Then, are no o Expreſſions of Wt \\ 
Worſhip ? 4 

Though this Dedication of ourſelves to the Service v 
of the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be implied in the Ordinance 
of Baptiſm, “ ſtill it muſt be granted,” replies our 
Author, ©* that this can be no other Service of the 
Spirit, than what is enjoined in the New Teſtament,” 
(Page 15.)—Thereby inſinuating, that it is ſomewhat 
different from the Service, we ſtand engaged to yield 
both to the Father, and to the Son. But according to 
2ll the allowed Methods of Speech, the baptized Perſon 
is dedicated alike to each of the three ſacred Perſons; 
he avows them all to be the Object of his Worſhip, and 
the Author of his Salvation, There is no Manner of 
Difference in the Terms which ſpecify the Obligations; 
and fince divine Wiſdom has made them the ſame, why 
ſhould we preſume to pronounce them diverſe ?—Hoy 
unaccountably ſtrange would the baptiſmal Form be, 
on our Objector's Interpretation; I baptize thee into 

an Obligation to adore, to obey, to worſhip the Father 
— the Son; but not to pay the ſame reverential and 
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devout Regards to the Holy Ghoſt. What Writer of 
Ingenuity, in order to ſupport a ſingular Hypotheſis, 
would do fuch apparent Violence to the Meaning of the 
facred Text? What Reader of Diſcernment would be- 
come a Convert to an Opinion, which muſt darken and 
pervert the moſt evident Senſe of Scripture, in order 
to acquire an Air of Plauſibility? - Suppoſe a Perſon 
ſhould, in making his laſt Will, expreſs himſelf in the 
following Style: I conſtitute A, B, and C, my joint 
Executors; I give and bequeath to them, whatever 
remains of my Eſtate, and Goods, when my Legacies 
are paid, and my Debts cleared. Would it not be a 
moſt extravagant and unreaſonable Pretence, if a captious 
Neighbour ſhould maintain, that, C is not veſted with 
an equal Power, has not a Right to an equal Dividend, 
with A and B? If a Gentleman of the long Robe ſhould 
offer to give this for Law, would he not forfeit his 
Character either of Sagacity or Integrity? —If none of 
theſe Obſervations will convince Mr. Tomkins, that he 
has miſrepreſented the Tenor and Extent of the bap= , 
tiſmal Engagement, we will, in order to bring the 
Matter, if 50 poſſible, to an amicable Accommodation, 
accede even to his own Aſſertion. He argues, That 
no other Service of the Spirit can be meant, but ſuch 
a is enjoined in the New Teſtament.” —Agreed; let 
us join Iſſue on this F ooting. Let us reſt the Cauſe 
on this Bottom. As it is Mr. Jomtins's own Motion, 
[ hope, he will acquieſce in the Reſult of ſuch a Trial. 
Now, the New Teſtament, both virtually and explicitly, 
requires us to acknowledge the Holy Ghoſt, to be God 
and Lord ; and what Service-is payable, according to 
the Preſcriptions of the New Teſtament, to ſuch a 
Being? This, and no other, I would render myſelf ; 
this, and no other is rendered by all the Churches, I 
do not ſo much as attempt to be an Advocate for any 
other Worſhip, to be addreſſed to the divine Spirit, 
I 4 than 
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chan what the Evangelical Scriptures direct us to. offer 
unto that majeſtic and venerable, that tremendous and 
amiable Name, The Lord our God. If therefore the 
New Teſtament demands all Honour and Adoration, 


as the inviolable Due of this moſt exalted Being, then 


Mr. Tomkins muſt either flatly deny the Divinity of the 
Holy Ghoft, muſt contradict the expreſs Declaration of 


the inſpired Writers on this Head, or [el(e.confeſy, 


that his Notion rene 
Principles. 

What is alledged from 4 C. i. 13. This ſeems to 
corroborate our Sentiments, rather than to ſupport his 
St. Paul aſks, with Warmth, and a Sort of holy In- 
dignation — ic To ovopa Navi S]] he ſpeaks of it 
as an abſurd and ſhocking Thing. Now, what could 
render this ſo odious and monſtrous a Practice; ſuch 
as the Apoſtle diſclaims and rejects with Abhorrence? 
Nothing, that-I can apprehend, but the horrid Evil it 
would imply. The Evil of aſcribing divine Honours 
to Paul, making Paul an Object of Worſhiꝑ, and con- 
ſecrating Perſons to a Creature, who ought to be con- 
ſecrated only to the Creator, God bleſſed for ever. So 
that I muſt declare, I think this Text a ſtrong Intima- 
tion, that Baptiſm is really a ſacred Service or divine 
Worſhip, which it is utterly unallowable for any Crea- 
ture to aſſume or admit. Therefore, the good Apoſtle 
renounces it, with a noble Kind of Deteſtation; a. 
like the Angel, who, when John offered to fall at his 


Feet, and do him Homage, cries, oy pan” r Oi 


wpooxuvnooy'®, 


The Apoſtolical Benediction is another Paſſage uſually 
and deſervedly produced, in Juſtification.of our Prac- 
tice. Mr. Tomkins alledges, © That this is very dif- 
ferent from a direct Addreſs 7 W ay of Prayer to the 


Spirit,” 
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Spirit,” (Page 19. It ſeems to me to be an undoubted 
Prayer, and to have the very ſame Force as if it had 
been expreſſed in the more common precatory Form; 
O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, vouchſafe them thy Grace; O 
God of Goodneſs, grant them thy Love; O eternal 
Spirit, accompany them with thy comfortable Preſence. 
That this is the: Purport of the Words, is undeniable; 
and where is the extraordinary Difference, whether they 
be introdueed by an Eſto, or à Fac ?—I believe, all 
will allow the Form ordained by God (Numb. vi. 24, 
25, 26.) for the Uſe of the Jewiſh Prieſts, was a real 
Prayer „ The Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee; the 
Lord make his Face to ſhine upon thee, and be gra- 
cious unto thee ; the Lord lift up the Light of his 
Countenance upon thee, and give thee Peace !”. If this 
was an Addreſs to the Almighty, the Apoſtolical Bene- 
dition is exactly of the ſame Nature. To fay, that it 
was only a kind Wiſh, and not deſigned for a devout 
Aſpiration to Jehovah, muſt greatly debaſe and ener- 
vate it. Not to hint, that this ſacerdotal Bleſſing con- 
tained a Recognition of three divine Perſons, which 
might be obſcure in that Age, but has been fully illuſ- 
trated by the Apoſtles. Not to hint the great Proba 
bility, that St. Paul had this very Paſſage in his Eye, 
when he breathed out his benedictive Prayer, and pur- 
poſely intended to explain it in the Evangelical Senſe.— 
Beſides, I would deſire to know, whether any Miniſter 
could, with a ſafe Conſcience, uſe the following Bene- 
diftion ? The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
.the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Virgin 
Mary, be with you all, Amen! Why ſhould a conſci- 
entious Miniſter be afraid of ufing ſuch a Form, if it 
be no Prayer? If it be not a virtual Aſcription of 
Omniſcience, Omnipreſence, and Omnipotence to the 
Virgin, and, in Conſequence of thoſe Attributes, a 
ſupplicatory Addreſs to her ?—Still we are encountered 
4 with 
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with another Objection, © If I ſhould fay to a Friend, 


May the good Angels attend you ; ſhall this be called 
a praying to the Angels? Mr. Tomkins himſelf muſt 
own, if he will deal fairly, that the Caſe is by no 
Means parallel. The ele& Angels diſavow all divine 
Worſhip, but does the Holy Ghoſt do this? The elect 
Angels are miniſtring Spirits, but of the Holy Ghoſt it 
is ſaid, The Lord is that Spirit.” The Angels are 
confeſſedly created and finite Beings, ſo that it would be 
Abſurdity and Blaſphemy to invocate them; but the 
Holy Ghoſt is poſſeſſed of the Perfections, performs 
the Works, and 1s called by the incommunicable Name 
of God, fo that it is Wiſdom and Piety to pray to 
him. For which Reaſons, I make no Doubt, but that, 


whenever the Apoſtles put up ſuch an Ejaculation, 
1 0iv@vic T8 ayis l x pile warruv vawur, they ac- 
companied it with a devout mental Addreſs to the un- 


created Spirit. Becauſe, it would be a Piece of Irre- 
verence and of Folly, barely to wiſh the Mercy, and 


not apply to that ever-preſent Being for its Accom- 
- pliſhment. 


As for the other Arguments which Dr. Watts ad- 
vances, in order to vindicate the Cuſtom of aſcribing 
Praiſe to the Holy Ghoſt, viz. © That it may be expe- 
dient to practiſe it frequently in ſome-Churches, where 
it has been long uſed, leſt great Offence ſhould be 
given.“ That it may be proper to uſe it ſome Times, 
on Purpoſe to hold forth the Doctrine of the Trinity 
in Times of Error, and to take away all Suſpicion of 
Hereſy from the public Worſhip.” — Theſe Conſidera- 
tions I leave to the Doctor. I have no Inclination to 
try my Skill ar ſuch Weapons, but chuſe to act with 
Regard to them, as David acted in Relation to Saul's 
Armour ; becauſe, I really think, that they rather en- 


cumber than uphold the Cauſe, They are ſo unwarily 
; worded, 
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worded, that they repreſent the Practice, not as. a 
noble eſſential Piece of divine Worſhip, founded on 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt invariable Principles, always 
ſuitable to our Neceſſities, and always correſpondent 
to the Nature of the bleſſed Spirit; but as an occa- 
ſional and Time-ſerving Expedient; to be uſed, not 
conſtantly, but now and then only ; and that, to anſwer 
a Turn, none of the moſt important, to avoid not any 
real Deficiency in Worſhip, but only a Suſpicion of 
Hereſy. Wherever I am ſolicitous to ſecure, the Con- 
cluſion, I would by no Means offer to deduce it from 
ſuch unſolid and precarious Premiſes, 

I have now examined the moſt conſiderable Objec- 
tions, urged by Mr. Tomkins, againſt the unanimous 
Practice of Chriſtian Congregations, whether they con- 
form or diſſent. I ſhall only beg the Continuance of 
your Candour and Patience, while I touch upon another 
Particular or two, which may farther corroborate our 
Cuſtom, and prove it to be ſomewhat more than 
warrantable, 


Suppoſe we produce a Command of our Lord Jeſus, 
Chriſt ; will this be ſufficient to aſcertain the Practice? 
Does not our Saviour give this Charge to his Apoſtles? 
c Pray ye the Lord of the Harveſt, that he would ſend 
forth Labourers into his Harveſt *.” Now I would 
humbly aſk, Who the Lord of this ſpiritual Harveſt 
is? Shall we refer ourſelves to Scripture for Satisfac- 
tion? Will Mr. ſomkins abide by the Determination of 
Scripture ? Will he honeſtly acknowledge, that, if the 
Scripture declares the Holy Ghoſt to be the Lord of 
the Harveſt, we have then a clear Commiſſion, a poſitive 
Command, to addreſs ourſelves by Way of Prayer to 
the Holy Ghoſt ?—lt is the Holy Ghoſt who appoints: 
the Labourers, that are to be employed in this Harveſt. 


Matt. ix. 38. 1 
, The 
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The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and 
Faul, for the Work whereunto I have called them *.“ 
It is the Holy Ghoſt, who qualifies the Workmen, that 
are to diſpatch this momentous Buſineſs, with Wiſdom, 
with Knowledge, with Utterance, and with all mira- 
culous Abilities, 1 Cor. xii. 8, 9, 10, 11. It is the 
_ Holy Ghoſt who makes theſe Labours effectual, and 
crowns them with ample Succeſs, As x. 44. 1 Thefſ. i, 
5.—From theſe Scriptures, and their Teſtimonies con- 
cerning the bleſſed Spirit, it ſeems indifputably plain, 
that he is Lord of the Harveft. Can we have a more 
forcible Motive to pray unto him, than the Conſidera- 
tion of his ſuperintending, conducting, and proſpering 
the Progreſs of (that beſt of Bleſſings) the everlaſting 
Goſpel? Need we a better Warrant to offer our de- 
vouteſt Applications to him, than our Lord's expreſs 
Injunction, viewed in Connection with theſe remarkable 
Texts? 

0 Suppoſe, I -prove farther, that the heavenly Beings 
pay divine Worſhip to the Holy Ghoſt. Suppoſe, I 
ſhew you Angels and Archangels in Poſtures of pro- 
found Adoration at the Throne of the eternal Spirit, 
and glorifying him in Strains of the moſt ſublime De- 
votion. Will this be allowed a proper Precedent for 
our Practice? Will any one be fo bold as to affirm, 
that he is unfit to receive the Worſhip of Mortals on 
Earth, if it appear that he is the Obje& of Angelical 
Worſhip in the Heaven of Heavens? In the fixth 
Chapter of Jaiab, we meet with one of the grandeſt 
Repreſentations imaginable. Jehovah exhibits himſelf 
to the entranced Prophet, ſeated on a lofty and auguſt 
Throne; before him ſtood the immortal Hoſts of Sera- 
phim; they veiled their Faces in Token of deepeſt 


Self-abaſement; they lifted ' up their Voices with a 


* Acts xiii. 2. and xx. 28. | 
rapturous 
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rapturous Fervour, and uttered this magnificent Accla- 
mation, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hoſts ; the 
whole Earth is full of his Glory.” The Trifagium of 
the Seraphic Armies ſeems to intimate, that they ad- 
dreſſed their Praiſes to the one Jehovah in a Trinity of 
Perſons. If you look forward to Verſe 8, you will find 
another Circumſtance confirming this Remark; for the 
glorious Majeſty ſpeaks of himſelf, in the plural Num- 
ber, „ Who will go for Us?” But the Proof I chiefly 
depend on, the Proof which is abſolutely inconteſtable, 
which none can deny, without ſuppoſing themſelves 
better Judges of the Senſe of - Scripture, than the 
Apoſtles. This Proof is found in As xxvii. 25. where 
St. Paul evidently applies the Words, ſpoke by this 
majeſtic and divine Being, to the Holy Ghoſt, « Well 
ſpake the Holy Ghoſt, ſaying.” And if he attributes 
the Words to this ſacred Perſon, who dares ſe 
the Honours ? Since all muſt allow, that the Perſon 
who gives the Commiſſion to the Prophet; and the 
Perſon whom the celeſtial Legions adore, is one and 
the ſame.—Since therefore the Angels addreſs the Holy 
Ghoſt with ſolemn Acts of Praiſe ; ſince they bear 
united Teſtimony, that the whole Earth is full of his 
Glory: Mr, Tomkins ſhould conſider, whether he acts a 
becoming Part, in. endeavouring to exclude his Glory 
from any Chriſtian Congregation by his Example, and 
from every Chriſtian Congregation by his Writings. 

If Mr. Tomkins ſhould ſtill think his own: Opinion 
ſufficient to over-rule all theſe Allegations of Scripture, 
of greater Weight than the Practice of St. Paul to the 


Theſſalonians ; more unexceptionable, and fitter to be 


admitted as our Pattern, than the Example of the An- 
gelic Hoſt ; I cannot but imagine, that the Propriety 
of our Cuſtom is apparent even on the Tenour of his 


own fayourite Notions. Page 12, he quotes that grand 
a | and 
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and fundamental Law of Revealed Religion, © Thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve. He proceeds to conſider, who this Lord 
= God is, whom we are to ſerve. He then informs 
us, © It appears from the whole Current of Scripture, 
in ns New Teſtament, as well as the Old, that it is 
he, in Times paſt, ſpake unto the Fathers by the Pro- 
phets.“ Rightly judged. We make no Appeal from 
this Verdict, but acquieſce in it, though it is his own, 
Only taking along with us St. Peter's Declaration, 
« Prophecy came not in old Time (rather, at any Time, 
Unquam, not Olim, wort, not waar) by the Will of 
Man, but holy Men of God ſpake, as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt *.” Mr. Tomkins himſelf maintains, 
that the genuine and undoubted. Object of divine 
Worſhip, 1s that infinitely wiſe and gracious Being, 
« who ſpake to our Fathers by the Prophets ;” and 
St. Peter, in the moſt expreſs Manner poſſible, aſſerts, 
that this infinitely wiſe and gracious Being, who ſpake by 
the Prophets, is the Holy Ghoſt. Can Demonſtration 
itſelf be plainer? Sure then, Mr. Tomkins muſt either 
retract his Poſition, or diſallow the Apoſtle's Applica- 
tion of it, or elſe give us Leave to adhere inviolably to 
our Practice, to look upon it as juſtifiable beyond all 
reaſonable Exception, and, what ſhould carry ſome 
peculiar Weight with our Author, juſtifiable on Prin- 
ciples of his own. 


May I urge this Point a little farther ?—-I ſhould be 
glad to know, what is the ſcriptural Meaning of being 
converted unto the Lord. Is it not, to renounce every 
lying Vanity, to forſake every evil Way, and turn to the 
Lord with all our Heart? © That we may fear him, love 
him, put our whole Truſt in him, and ſerve him truly 
all the Days of our Life.” Does not this Inchade ſome, 


# 2 Pet. = 21, 
rather 
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rather is it not comprehenſive of all Worſhip ? So that 
if it is certain from Scripture, that Sinners are to be 
converted to the Holy Ghoſt; then it is equally certain, 
that Sinners are to pay not ſome only, but all Worſhip, 
to that bleſſed Being, who is the Center of their Souls, 
and the Source of their Happineſs. Be pleaſed to read 


attentively 2 Cor. iii. 16, 17. and we dare venture to 


ſtand by your Deciſion. 
Let me add one more Conſideration, and I have done. 
— The bleſſed Spirit is to help our Infirmities in Prayer, 
Rom. viii. 26. The Spirit is to ſubdue our Iniquities, 
and mortify the Deeds of the Body, Rom. viii. 13. 
The Spirit is to ſhed abroad the Love of God in our 
Hearts, Rom. v. 5. The Spirit is to ſanctify us wholly, 
in all our Faculties, 1 Thef. v. 23. The Spirit is to 
transform us into the divine Image, 2 Cor. iii. 18. The 
Spirit is to ſeal us unto the Day of Redemption, Epb. 
iv. 30. and to be the Earneſt of an incorruptible In- 
heritance, Epb. i. 14. In a Word, from the Spirit we 
are humbly to expect all the Fruits of Goodneſs, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Truth, Eph. v. 9.—Now what a com- 
fortable Proſpect riſes before us, if this Spirit be the 
all- ſufficient, the infinite God, to whom nothing is im- 
poſſible ; who is able to do for us © exceeding abun- 
dantly even above all that we can aſk or think !” But 
how languid muſt be our Hopes, how ſcanty our Ex- 
pectations, if he be not the divine Being, but only ſome 
finite Exiſtence ! And, in another State of Things, to 
whom will righteous Souls acknowledge themſelves in- 
expreſſibly indebted, to whom will they return their 
ardent Thanks, and addreſs the moſt joyful Praiſes, but 
to the Author of all theſe ineſtimable Bleflings ?. If this 
then is likely to be the Employ, and the Delight of 
Heaven, ſhould it not be begun on Earth ? 
Upon the whole; Since the Cuſtom of offering 
Prayer, and addrefling Praiſe, to the Holy Ghoſt, is 
| I” contrary 
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contrary to no Text of Scripture, is founded upon hi, 
divine Nature, and reſults from the indiſpenſible Obli. 
gation of Creatures to worſhip the Godhead :—Since 
it was undeniably the Practice of the Chriſtian Church, 
in its pureſt Days, and has been received, by unanimous 
Approbation, for many Hundreds of preceding Years; 
— Since it is probable, if we will allow their Doctrint; 
and Conduct to be conſiſtent, it is certain, if we will 
prefer the moſt accurate and unembarraſſed Interpreta- 
tion of their Epiſtles, that the Apoſtles uſed this Method 
of Worſhip :—Since the Analogy of the whole Scrip- 
ture juſtifies it, and the innumerable Benefits, hint 
are communicated to us from the bleſſed Spirit, de- 
mand it:—Since Angels aſcribe Glory to his awful 
Majeſty, and our Saviour directs us to put up Prayers 
to his Almighty - Goodneſs :—Theſe, and other Con- 
fiderations, determine me to join, without the leaſt 
Scruple, with full Aſſurance of its Propriety, in that 
ancient noble Doxology—Glory be to the Father, who 
hath loved us with an ever] ſting Love,—and to the 
Son, who hath waſhed us from our Sins. in his own 
Blood,—and to the Holy Ghoſt, who applies theſe 
Bleſſings of redeeming Grace to our corrupt Hearts; 
to this great, eternal, incomprehenfible Trinity, be 
rendered undivided Honours, and immortal Praiſe !_ 
Having been ſo very prolix already, I ſhall not render 
myſelf more tedious by making any Apology, but 
ſhall only add, what no Conſideration can ones me 
to . _ | 


lam, dear Sir, 
Your obliged Friend, &. 
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LETTER N. 


Remarks on the Imputation of Adam's firſt Sin to his 
Poſterity. 
Weſton- Favell, March 1745-6. 


Dear Sir, 


OU have ſet me a Taſk, which I ſhould be glad 

to execute, if I was able. God forbid, that I 
ſhould be backward to plead for the Intereſts of that 
Redeemer on Earth, who, I truſt, is making perpetual 
Interceſſion for me in Heaven. But my Fear is, leſt 
the noble Cauſe ſhould ſuffer, by the Unſkilfulneſs of 
its Defendant. It is for this Reaſon, purely for this 
Reaſon, I wiſh to decline accepting the Challenge, you 
ſeem to give me in your Letter. For this once, how- 
ever, I will enter the Liſts, and venture to try the 
Strength, not of your Arm, but of your Arguments. 


I do not wonder, that you have Objections to make | 


againſt Chriſtianity. I know ſome eminent Chriſtians 
who were formerly warm and zealous in the Oppoſition : 
yet they have frankly owned that their Minds were 
then either very inconſiderate, or elſe immerſed in 
other Speculations; and that they had no Leiſure, or no 
Inclination to weigh the Evidences, and examine the 
Nature of the Evangelical Doctrine. Since they have 
applied themſelves to conſider theſe Points, with a 
Seriouſneſs and Attention, becoming an Enquiry of the 
laſt Importance; an Enquiry, in which their very Souls 
and all their eternal Intereſts were embarked, they are 


thoroughly convinced that their former Sentiments were 


wrong. They are fully perſuaded, that the Goſpel- 
Inſtitution is of divine Extract; that it is a Syſtem, 
Vor. II K noble 
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noble and ſublime, benevolent and gracious, evety 
Way ſuitable to the Majeſty of God, and admirably 
calculated for the Comfort, the Improvement, and the 
Happineſs of Mankind. 


Methinks you will reply, and very reaſonably, © that 
all ſuch ſhould be able to account for the Change of 
their Opinions. —I dare ſay they can. But as you call 
on me ſo particularly to vindicate the religious Prin- 
ciples, which I have from my Infancy embraced ; Iwill 
now attempt to vindicate them from the various Charges, 
of which they ſtand arraigned in your Letter. 


Be pleaſed then, dear Sir, to obſerve, that the Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine teaches, that when God brought Man 
into Being, he bleſſed him with a State perfectly holy 
and happy. If you read the Bible, the authentic Nar- 
rative of our Fall, as well as the only Guide to our 
Recovery, you will find it an avowed Truth, That God 
made Man upright. If, therefore, Man corrupted him- 
ſelf, and (as it is impoſſible to bring a clean Thing out 


of an unclean) polluted his Offspring; where is the 


Harſhneſs, where the Trjuſtice of the divine Procedure 
in adjudging him worthy of Death? * Let God be 
juſtified, and let Mortals bear the Blame.“ 


You think it very odd, that this tragical Cataſtrophe 
ſhould be occaſioned by eating an Apple. —80 ould | 
too, was there nothing more in the Caſe, than barely 


eating an Apple. But this was a wilful and preſump- 
tuous Breach of a moſt poſitive Command, of the only 


Command, which the Almighty Lawgiver enjoined, 
And the ſmaller the Matter of the Prohibition, the 1 5 | 


inexcuſable was the Fault of not complying with it. 


this Act of Diſobedience was implied, the moſt fonts : 


Diſcontent in the happieſt Circumſtances imaginable ; 


the moſt ſhameful. Ingratitude for the moſt ineſtimable | 


Favours. Pride and e even to an i unſufferable | 
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Degree; implicit Blaſphemy, making God a Liar, and 
hearkening to the Suggeſtions of the Devil, in Pre- 
ſerence to the ſolemn Declarations of Truth itſelf. In- 
deed, this Tranſgreſſion was a Complication of Iniqui- 
ties; and, though repreſented under the extenuating 
Terms of eating an Apple, was really the moſt horrid 
Provocation, that was ever committed. 

But that the Tranſgreſſion of Adam ſhould faſten 
Guilt, or tranſmit Corruption to his lateſt Poſterity, 
this, you imagine, is all a Chimera.—If then you was 
created in a perfect State; if you ſuffered nothing by 
the original Lapſe, why is your Heart prone to num- 
berleſs Evils? Why do you tread in the Steps of an 
Apoſtate Anceſtor ? Why do you violate the Law of an 
infinitely pure God, and too often delight in that abomi- 


nable and accurſed Thing which he hateth, Sin? You 


are too honeſt and ingenuous to deny the Truth of theſe 
Expoſtulations. And if ſo, you muſt allow, that your 
Nature was depraved in Adam, or, which ſeems to be 
more culpable, that you have corrupted yourſelf. Then, 
there is no ſuch great Cauſe to find Fault with the 
ſupreme Diſpoſer of Things, for including you in Adam's 
Treſpaſs, ſince you yourſelf do the ſame Things. 

Is it conſiſtent you aſk with the Character of an in- 
finitely good Being, to make this Reſolve, That he 
would, on Account of this ſingle Crime, bring into 
Exiſtence almoſt innumerable Millions of Creatures, 
ſo ſpoiled by himſelf, that they ſhould all deſerve eternal 
Damnation ?—T anſwer, this is entirely a Miſrepreſent- 
ation of the Chriſtian Scheme. It was not in Conſe- 
quence of the original Crime, that God determined to 
bring the human Race into Being; but, in Purſuance' 
of his own eternal Purpoſes, which are always the Iſſue 
of conſummate Wiſdom, of unbounded Benevolence, 
and will, unleſs his Creatures ſtubbornly reject the 
Overtures of his Love, terminate in their unſpeakable 

K 2 Felicity, 
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Felicity. Neither was the human Race ſpoiled by the 


* Creator, but by themſelves. To ſuppoſe, that the 


Author of all Excellence ſhould deprave the Work of 
his own Hands, is doubtleſs a ſhocking Thought, and 
ſuch as we utterly diſavow. So far was he from being 
the ſole Operator, that he was not ſo much as acceſſary 
in any Degree to their Miſery : but warned them of 
their Danger; charged them to beware; and planted 
the Barrier of his own tremendous Threatenings between 
them and Ruin. 


You are diſpleaſed, that everlaſting Happineſs ſhould 
never be attainable by any of theſe Creatures, but by 
thoſe few to whom God gives his effectual free Grace.— 
If the Propoſition be ſet in another Light, which is really 
the true Method of ſtating it; if we ſay, That, though 
All have forfeited, yet All may recover everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs, becauſe effectual Grace is freely offered to All: 
what can a Man of Candour object to ſuch a Diſpenſa- 
tion? Will he not acknowledge the Goodneſs of the 
divine Procedure, and inveigh againſt the Perverſencſs 
of Mortals ; the moſt unreaſonable Perverſeneſs of all 
thoſe, who are too proud to be ſenſible of their Want 
of Grace, or too careleſs to trouble their Heads about 
it? Will he not be conſtrained to declare them Suicides, 
and that they are chargeable, if they periſh, with their 
own Deſtruction ? If we preſcribe a Medicine of ſove- 
reign Efficacy, and the Sick is ſo ſelf-willed as to refuſe 
the Recipe, who is to be blamed, in caſe of a Miſ- 
carriage, the Phyſician, or the Patient ? 


When therefore you talk of Perſons being unavoid- 
ably damned, you quite miſconceive the Tenour of our 
moſt merciful and benign Inſtitution 3 which offers For- 
giveneſs to all, though ever ſo profligate, through the 
Saviour's Atonement ; which makes a Tender of Grace 
to all, * ever ſo abandoned, through the Saviour 


Mediation. 


MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 133 


Mediation. The Language, the moſt compaſſionate 
Language of which, is, © Turn ye, turn ye, from your_ 
evil Ways, for why will ye die ?” And becauſe the 
Sinner, enſlaved to Vice, is unable to ſhake off the 
Fetters, it further ſays, © Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; 
ſeek, and ye ſhall find, Grace ſufficient for you.” 

As to the Meaning of the Term Grace, I apprehend, 
it ſignifies the Pardon of obnexious, and the Acceptance 
of unworthy Perſons, on Account of the Expiation and 
Merits of their Redeemer. It imports alſo a Commu- 
nication of Knowledge and Strength to ignorant and 
impotent Creatures, that they may diſcern their Crea- 
tor's Will, and diſcerning, may be enabled to perform 
it. And in forming theſe Ideas, I can ſee nothing ſtupid; 
in expecting theſe Bleſſings, nothing fooliſh, 

But ſtill, perhaps, you think it ſcarce reconcileable 
with the Wiſdom, the Juſtice, the Mercy of God, to 
ſuffer Mankind to fall, That he foreſaw it, and could 
have prevented it, is undeniable. He foreſaw it, or elſe 
he could not be omniſcient: he was able to have pre- 
vented it, otherwiſe he could not be omnipotent. But 
what if the eternal Maker knew, that this would give 
Occaſion to the moſt ample and glorious Manifeſtation 
of thoſe very Attributes, which you ſuſpect are eclipſed 
hereby? Would this conciliate your Approbation ? 
Would this inchne you to acquieſce | in the CEconomy 
of the Goſpel ? 

Certainly it is a moſt ſtupendous Diſcoyery of Wiſdom 
to find out a Method, whereby the ſeemingly jarring 
Attributes of Juſtice and Mercy may be reconciled, — 
Whereby the Sinner may be ſaved, without any Injury 
to the inviolable Holineſs of his Laws, or any Dero- 
gation to the Honqur of his juſt and righteous Govern- , 
ment, It was impoſſible to give ſuch an amazing Proof 
of his infinite Kindneſs for poor Mortals, as by deliver- 
ing his own Son to take their inferior Nature, and _—_ 

K 3 
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all their Guilt. Nor can there be ſo ſignal an Exertiqn 
of Juſtice, as to puniſh this moſt excellent Perſon, when 
"he ſtood in the Place of Offenders ; or of Mercy, as to 
divert the Vengeance from their obnoxious to his im- 
maculate and innocent Head. 

As from the Scheme of Redemption, the higheſt 
Glory redounds to the divine Majeſty, ſo the richeſt 
Confolation is derived from hence to frail Creatures, 
The Happineſs of Men conſiſts in the Favour of God, 
His. Love is better than Life. To be graciouſly re- 
garded by that adorable Being, who ſtretched out the 
Heavens, and laid the Foundations of the Earth; to be 
the Objects of his Complacency, whoſe Smile conſtitutes 
Heaven, and whoſe Frown 1s worſe than Deſtruction; 
— this, this is human Felicity. And how could God 
Almighty give us a brighter Evidence, a more pregnant 
Proof of his inconceivably tender Concern for us, than 
by ſurrendering his only Son to Condemnation and Death 
for our Sake ? Tranſporting Thought ! Big with a De- 
light, which Man could never have known, had not 
Adam fallen. This obviates an Objection, on which 
you ſtrongly inſiſt, That you and others never conſented 
to make Adam your Repreſentative. For if this Method 
of ordering Things be productive of a ſuperior Felicity, 
to all that are willing to be happy, then it can be no 
Wrong to the World in general, or to any individual 
Perſon in particular. No more than it is a Wrong to 
the Minor, for his Guardians to procure Intereſt for his 
Money, and improve his Eſtate, againſt the Time of 
his coming to Age, 

Upon the whole ; There is no Reaſon to quarrel with 
that ſoyereign Will of God, which permitted us to fall 
in Adam, from thence to contract Guilt, to derive Pollu- 
tion, and, conſequently, to deſerve Damnation, But 
rather there is abundant Cauſe to admire, to adore, to 
bleſs his holy N ame, for providing a Redeemer; 4 

Redeemer 
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Redeemer of unknown Dignity, and unutterable Per- 
ſections; a Redeemer, by whom all the Evils of the Fall 
may be more than redreſſed; a Redeemer, in whom all 
the awful and amiable Attributes of the Deity are moſt 
iluſtriouſly diſplayed ; a Redeemer, through whom the 
moſt wicked, and moſt unfortunate of our Race, may 
find Mercy, and arrive at Happineſs ; a Redeemer, who 
moſt compaſſionately invites all, all that are weary — 
heavy laden, to come to him, and moſt affuredly 
clares, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall not peri 
but have everlaſting Life.— And is it not ſtrange 
very ſtrange, —hardly credible, ſure, that any ſhould 
reject ſo great Salvation, and chuſe Death rather than 
Life ? 


Let me beg of you, Sir, to contider theſe Points 


| with Calmneſs and Impartiality, You- cannot but be 


ſenſible; that many learned, many wiſe, many excellent 
Perſons, moſt cordially believe them ; receive their 
chief Satisfactions from them; and would rather die, 
than renounce them.—Since it is poſſible, at leaſt, that 
they may be in the right ; ſince you do not pretend to 
be infallible in your Judgment ; and fince you acknow- 
ledge a God of unerring Wiſdom, and everlaſting 
Goodneſs, let me beſeech you to implore his Guidance 
in your Search, and his Direction in your Determination, 
For I am not aſhamed to own, or rather I am bold to 
maintain, that this Wiſdom cometh from above; this 
Wiſdom is the Gift of God; and Prayer is altogether 
as neceſſary to its Attainment, as Sagacity of Mind, or 
the Accompliſhments of Learning. 


25 "BET 
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LETTER XXV. 
Advice to his Brother, when looking out for a Trade. 


Dummer, June 27, 1737. 
Dear Brotber, 


1 FIND you are at London looking out for a Trade, 
and a Maſter to ſet yourſelf to. I hope, you pray 
N fog God to guide you in your Choice by his 
infinite Wiſdom. He only knows what kind of Employ 
will be beſt for you ; in what Family or Neighbourhood 
you will have the moſt Helps and Encouragements to 
Hohneſs ; where you will be moſt expoſed to Tempta- 
tions, to evil Company, and to an early Corruption. 
Therefore, remember what you have learned in the 3d 
Chapter of Proverbs, and now, above all other Times, 
put in Practice, “ In all thy Ways acknowledge nm, 
« and he ſhall direct thy Paths.” Beſeech the all-wiſc 
God to go before you in this weighty Undertaking, 
and to lead you to ſuch a Maſter, and to ſettle you in 
ſuch a Place, where you may, the moſt advantageouſly, 
work out your Salvation. Deſire alſo your honoured 
Mother, and mine, to have a great Regard to your 
Soul, and the Things that make for its Welfare, in 

putting you out. Let it be enquired, not only whether 
ſuch a Tradeſman be a Man of Subſtance and Credit, 
but whether he be alſo a Man of Religion and Godli- 
neſs? Whether he be a Lover of good People? i 
careful Frequenter of the Church ? Whether his Chil- 
dren be well nurtured and educated in the Fear of the 
Lord? Whether Family-Prayer be daily offered up in 
his Houſe ? Whether he believes that the Souls of his 
Servants are committed to his Truſt, and that he wil 
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be anſwerable for the Neglect of them at the Judgment- 
Seat? It will be ſadly hazardous to venture yourſelf 
under the Roof of any Perſon, who is not furniſhed 
with theſe Principles, or is a Stranger to theſe Practices. 
But, if he be quite contrary to all theſe, a Deſpiſer of 
God and Goodneſs, wholly devoted to carnal Pleaſure, 
and worldly Gain ; if he not only omit the religious 
Care and Overſight of his Houſhold, but alſo ſet chem 
2 wicked and corrupt Example ;—let nothing induce 
you to enter into his Service. A lewd, drinking, 
ſwearing, cheating Maſter, will be ſure to diſregard the 
Sobriety and Purity of your Behaviour, and very likely 
to corrupt it. To have his diſorderly Carriage daily 
before your Eyes, will be as dangerous as to lodge in a 
Plague-Houſe. Therefore, let no Conſideration of 
Profit, or Advantage, or of any other Sort, prevail 
with you to become Apprentice to ſuch a one. If you 
do, depend on it, you breathe tainted Air; and it is 
much but you catch the deadly Infe&tion.—After you 
are bound to a Maſter, you muſt be as diligent in doing 
your Duty to him, as you ſhould be of examining into 
his Character before you are bound. As I have given 
you my Advice concerning the latter of theſe Particulars, 
I fancy you will not take it amils, if I give you ſome 
Directions concerning the former. As ſoon as you are 
bound, you are at your Maſter's, and not at your own 
Diſpoſal : he has then a Right to your Hands, your 
Strength, and all that you can do. He becomes a Sort 
of Parent to you ; and though not a natural, yet a civil, 
Father. You are alſo obliged, not only by the Laws of 
your Country, and the Tenour of your Indentures, but 
by the 5th Commandment of God, to pay him all due 
Submiſſion and Honour. To do this, is a moſt ma- 
terial Part of your Duty, as a Chriſtian, as well as your 
undeniable Debt, as an Apprentice. It is required of 
* by God, in holy Scripture, and you muſt not once 


imagine 
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imagine that you do what is pleaſing to him, unleſs y] ſtar 
| conſcientiouſly perform it. Now, that you may knoy 
what it is that your Maſter will expect from you, and mu 
what it is that the Lord has enjoined you, with Regard 
to him, remember, it conſiſts, firſt, in Reverence q un] 
his Perſon ; ſecondly, in Obedience to his Commands; Wl fort 
and, thirdly, in Faithfulneſs in his Buſineſs. alw 
Firſt, in Reverence of his Perſon. You muſt eſteem WM yo! 
him very highly for his Superiority's Sake, and the cor 
Reſemblance he bears to God. For God, who mad: 
you, and has an uncontroulable Power over you, has 
communicated ſome of that Power to your Maſter; ſo WM va: 
that you are to look upon him as the Repreſentative, i in ren 
ſome Sort, of the divine Majeſty, and inveſted with WM yet 
ſome of his Authority. Accordingly St. Paul fays, the 
1 Tim. vi. 1. You muſt count him worthy of al co 
Honour; all i. e. internal and external, that of the 
Actions and Words, as well as that of the Heart. It i 
not enough to maintain a worthy Eſtimation inwardly, Wl Gl 

but you mult let it appear on all Occaſions outwardly, 
by behaving yourſelf very obligingly to him before his M. 
Face, and by ſpeaking very reſpectfully of him behind WF hir 
his Back. Suppoſe you ſhould diſcern Failings and ma 
Infirmities in him, you muſt by no Means divulge them, 
or make yourſelf merry with them, much leſs muſt you be! 
dare to ſet light by any of his Orders. Whatever you vic 
have Reaſon to think will grieve or diſpleaſe him, will fib 
be prejudicial or offenſive to him, that you muſt cau- Wh ing 
tiouſly forbear, are 
Secondly, Obedience to his Commands, See how Wl pu 
full the Apoſtle ſpeaks to this Purpoſe, * Servants, WM pr: 
obey in all Things your Maſters according to the Fleſh.” 
Col. iii. 22. Obſerve likewiſe, from this Paſſage, not WW m: 
only the Neceſſity, but alſo the Compaſs, and Latitude Ci 
of your Obedience; how large and extenſive it is, I 
reaches, not barely to a few, but to all and * In- 
| ance, 
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ſtance, If you ſhould receive Orders that are ever ſo 
much againſt the Grain of your own Inclination, you 
muſt force yourſelf to comply with them; receive them 
as you uſed to do nauſeous Phyſick, though they be 
unpleaſant at firſt, they will do you Good, and be com- 
fortable to you afterwards ; your own Pleaſure muſt 
always ſtoop, and give way to your Maſter's. If he ſets 
you a Taſk as is mean and ignoble, and ſuch as (ac- 
cording to the Expreſſion of the World) is beneath a 
Gentleman's Son, do not ſcruple it dear Brother, but 
difpatch it chearfully. Remember who hath ſaid, © Ser- 
vants obey your Maſters in all Things.” And, oh! 
remember that be we as well born and bred as we will, 
yet he that was higher than the higheſt of us all, even 
the moſt excellent and illuſtrious Perſon that ever lived, 
condeſcended to the loweſt and (ſuch as our fine Folks 
would account the) ſhamefulleſt Offices. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, though the Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, diſdained not to waſh his Diſciples Feet. Neither 

be dejected becauſe you are treated in an unw 
Manner, or ſet to do ſome mean and low Office for 
him, or his Family, but rejoice rather in that you are 
made like unto your Redeemer, and in the happy Pro- 
ſpe& you will have of becoming great in Heaven, by 
being ſo little on Earth. I am aware this Piece of Ad- 
vice is not ſo unexceptionable as the reſt, it may poſ- 
fibly be adjudged the Mark of too yielding and ſneak- 
ing a Spirit; but never forget that the Things which 
are moſt highly eſteemed by God, are held in leaſt Re- 
pute by Men. I know, and am ſure, that if any Ap- 
prentice would make ſuch a Compliance for the Sake 
of preſerving Peace, and out of Conſcience to the Com- 
mand of God, and with an Eye to the Example of 
Chriſt, there is a Day coming when he will not repent 
pf it; when it will not be deemed a Blot in his Cha- 
racter, 
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racter, but be an Ornament of Grace to his Head, and 
more comely than Chains about his Neck *. Wel| 
you ſee your Obedience muft be univerſal, you muf 
come when he calls you, and go where he bids you 
do all that he commands you, and let alone all that he 
forbids you. This muſt, moreover, be done, ng 
grudgingly, or of Neceſſity, but readily and gladly: 
for hear what the Scripture ſaith, . Whatſoever ye do 
do it heartily f; and again, © with good Will doing 
Service Þ ;” ſo that we muſt not creep, but be quick 
and expeditious in our Buſineſs, howſoever difagreeable, 
You muſt not go about it with grumbling Words and 
muttering in your Mouth, but with ſo ſatisfied an Air, 
as may ſhew that you are pleaſed with whatever pleaſe 
your Maſter. 

Thirdly, In Faithfulneſs in his Buſineſs. This is the 
laſt Braych of your Duty to your Maſter ; and ſince 
Moſes has obtained an honourable Teſtimony, on this 
Account, be you allo faithful in all his Houſe |, You 
may find this, as indeed all the Qualifications of a good 
Servant, deſcribed by St. Paul, (Ti. ii. 10.) © Not 
purloining, ſays he, © but ſhewing all Fidelity.” You 
are charged not to purloin, 4. e. not to keep back from 
your Maſter, nor to put into your own Pocket, nor 
convert to your own Uſe, any of that Money, which, 
in the Way of Trade, paſſes through your Hands, 
You were taught from your Childhood, to keep your 
Hands from picking and ſtealing, and I hope you abhar 
ſuch abominable Practices from the Bottom af your 
Heart. You muſt not fell at a cheaper, and buy at 1 
dearer Rate, in order to have ſome valuable Conſidera- 
tion made you priyily in your own Perſon. Thele 
differ from robbing on the Highway, (they are flagrant 
Acts of Diſhoneſty, and will cry to Heaven for Ven- 


+. 8 Prov, i. 9. t Coloſ. iii. 23» 1 Eph. vi. 7. [| Heb. Ill, $ q 
; geance 


MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 141 + 


geance) only in being leſs open and notorious. Such 
Tricks and villainous Devices do the ſame Thing by 
Craft and Treachery, as Houſebreakers do by Force 
and Violence. Therefore, dear Brother, renounce, 
deteſt, and fly from them as much as from Fire, Arrows 
and Death. Beſides, you are not only to abſtain from 
ſuch clandeſtine Knavery, but alſo to ſhew all good 
Fidelity. What is meant by this, you may underſtand, 
by reading how Jeſeph conducted himſelf in Potiphar's 
Service, Your Maſter it is hkely will commit the 
Management of ſome of his Affairs to you, and you 
muſt endeavour, by a diſcreet Behaviour, and a pious 
Life, to bring the Bleſſing of the Lord upon all thar 
you take in Hand. You muſt lay out your Time, and 
your Labour, and give all Diligence to anſwer the 
Truſt repoſed in you. You muſt not delay the Buſineſs 
which is urgent, nor do your Work by Hakes, nor 
transfer that to others which is expected you ſhould do 
yourſelf, ' «© The flothful Man,” ſays Solomon, © is 
Brother to him that is a great Waſter;“ therefore you 
muſt avoid Idleneſs, and Careleſſneſs. In a Word, you 
muſt do nothing knowingly and wilfully that is likely 
to impoveriſh your Maſter, but ſeek, by all awful and 
laudable Means, to increaſe his Subſtance. All this 
you muſt obſerve, not only when he ſtands by you, and 
inſpects you, but when his Back is turned, and you are 
removed from his View ; otherwiſe your Service is no- 


ching but Eye-ſervice, ſuch as will prove odious to 


Man, and is already condemned by God. For if you 
appear to be induſtrious, and in earneſt, before your - 
Maſter, but to loiter and trifle when out of his Sight, 
you will be chargeable with Hypocriſy, a Sin extremely 
hateful to Chriſt, and grievouſly pernicious to the Soul. 
—But I am afraid I tire you; this one Sentence, there- 
fore, and I have done. You muſt carry yourſelf, 


| throughout the whole Courte of your Apprenticeſhip | 
LO Dog: 
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ſo reſpectfully, ſo obediently, ſo faithfully, that at the 
End of it you may truly ſay with Jacob, « With all my 
Power. I have ſerved your Father.” I had more to 
_ write, but will ſend you (if you care to accept it) the 
Remainder ſome other Time. May God bleſs you all, 
and your affectionate Brother, &c. 


LETTER XXVL 


Remarks on ſome Paſſages of Holy Scripture. 


Dear Sifter, 


Have taken my Pen in Hand to write; but what 
ſhall be the Subject? News I have none; or, if! 
had, my Brother would communicate it, in his Con- 
verſation.—Let me imitate a royal Example. It was 
once ſaid by a renowned King, My Song ſhall be of 
Mercy and Judgment:“ of the ſame let my Letter 
treat. The former was very lately the Topic of ſome 
agreeable Difcourſe with a young Gentleman, — We 
obſerved, how neceſſary it is, to be firmly perſuaded 
of the infinitely' rich Mercies of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
This will make us delight to think of him, and encou- 
rage us to fly to him. Whereas, if we have a Jealouſy, 
that he bears us itl Will, or deſigns our Ruin, we can- 
not take Pleaſure in him, or place our Confidence in 
him. Therefore the condeſcending God has given us 
repeated and ſolemn Affurances of his Pity, his Grace, 
his tender Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. 


"Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7*. He makes it his very Naa 
Intimating, that a Man may forget his own Name, be- 
| fore 


And the Lord paſſed before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, 


the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant 
in 
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tre the bleſſed God can ceaſe to be merciful to them 
that fear him. | 5 
ax. xxxiii. 7, 11 *. He confirms his divine good 
Will to us by an Oath. He ſwears by his very Life, 
that he deſires our Happineſs, and ſeeks our Salvation. 
ere are two immutable Things, the Name, and 
the Oath of God. Can we have ſtronger Confirmation 
of his loving Kindneſs ? | 
I think, if it be poſſible, we have. He has ſo loved 
us, faith the Scripture.— How hath he loved us? So, 
as no Words, no not of his own all-wiſe Spirit can 
xpreſs ; nothing but the unſpeakably precious Effects. 
So as to ſurrender his own Son, to die that we might 
live; to be made ſubject to the Law, that we by his 
Obedience might be made - righteous ; to become a 
urſe, that we might inherit the Blefſiing.—Read what 
he Wife of Manoab very juſtly alledges, and apply it 
0 the Point before us, Judges xiii. 23 f, for I can no 
ore: I hear my Friend Mr. 's Coach coming to 
arry me out on a Viſit. 


— 


Yours, Se. 


n Goodneſs and Truth. Keeping Mercy for Thouſands, forgiving 
niquity and Tranſgreſſion, and Sin, and that will by no Means clear 
he Guilty; viſiting the Iniquity. of the Fathers upon the Children, 
nd upon the Childrens Children, unto the third and to the fourth 
eneration.· nor: 
So thou, O Son of Man, I have ſet thee a Watchman unto the 
ouſe of , /-ael ; therefore thou ſhalt hear the Word at my Mouth, 
nd warn them from me. Say unto them, As I live, faith the Lord 
p0d, I have no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked; but that the 
icked turn from his Way, and live; turn ye, turn ye, from your 
I Ways; for why willlye die, O Houſe of Jfrael ?” 
* But his Wife ſaid unto him, If the Lord were pleaſed to kill 
„ he would not have, received a Burnt-Offering, and a Meat- 
ering at our Hands, neither would he have ſhewed us all theſe 
inen, nor would, as at this Time, have told us ſuch Things as 
bs - + INIT =— . 
LE T- 


ol 
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LETTER XXVII. 


TO HIS FATHER. 
Reflections on the Death of bis Relations. 
Biddeford, OA. 1, 1 742] 


Rev. and Hon. Sir, 


OUR laſt, containing the melancholy Account 

the Death of both my Aunts, I received. 1 

they died in the Lord, and ſleep in the Boſom of Jelu 

and then, truly, they are the happy Perſons, and 

the Objects of Pity. They reſt, and have caſt An 

in the Harbour ; whereas we are ſtill beating on 

Ocean, and toſſed in the Storm. —If we conſider Think 

impartially, this World is our Grave; nor do we real 

live, till we burſt the fleſhly Priſon, and get beyoul 
the viſible Skies. 

In the Grave is Darkneſs. It is called the 8 
of Death.—And what elſe is this wretched World 
What, but a State of Gloomineſs; a Valley of uf 
thickeſt Darkneſs ? where poor Mortals grope in ſpiß 
tual Ignorance; and wander up and down, not ſeal 
the Things that belong to their Peace. 

In the Grave, among the Tombs, we look for F 
toms and Apparitions.— And what elſe do we mel 
with here below? A thouſand Sorts of Happineſs pry 
ſent themſelves to our Wiſhes, but are vnlublagl 
and phantaſtical. all, They are a gay Deluſion, 
mock our Expectations, as one of thoſe vamiſhil 
Forms would baulk our — 1 
The Grave is the Land where all Things are Wl 
gotten. The Ideas of Friendſhip are obliterated, 
the deareſt Relatives are remembered no more. 


T0 


-- "4 
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Do we not unaccountably forget Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Almighty Friend, and everlaſting Glory, our invaluable 
Heritage? Where is the Man that remembers his 
bleeding Saviour, on his Bed; and thinks upon him 
when he is waking ? No; the Redeemer's inconceivable 
Love, and the precious Benefits of his Paſſion, are 


neſs, Apparitions, and Forgetfulneſs, js the grand 
Dormitory. Fleſh and Blood the Tomb of our im- 
mortal Minds, 


Naſcentes morimur. 


I fear, I tire you; honoured Sir. But becauſe I have 
no News, that you can apprehend or reliſh, I allow my 
Pen in theſe Excurſions. —This Week I was ſent for to 
viſit a Lady of this Pariſh, in the ſame Diſorder, which 
proved ſo fatal to my two Aunts. She lay, poor Gen- 
tlewoman, moſt terribly afflicted, and is now releaſed. 
It put me in Mind of the P/almift's penitential Acknow- 
ledgement, which I think is never more applicable than 
in the Caſe of the Small-Pox ; When thou, Lord, 

with Rebukes doſt chaſten Man for Sin, thou makeſt 
his Beauty to conſume away, like as it were a Moth 
fretting a Garment.” I ſhall rejoice to hear that you 
and my Mother continue well, under all your Trouble 
and Fatigue, and remain, 


Reverend and Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt dutiful-Son, 


James HERVEV. 


„ 


Vor. II. | L a LET. 


5 not this too true a Deſcription of our preſent State? 


buried in a deep Oblivion, This World then of Dark- 


I 
, 
| 
g 
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LETTER XXVII. 
A Pueſtion concerning a Paſſage in Scripture, 


W:ftom- Favell, April 1, ths, 
Dear Sir, 82 oF 
IF you can ſpare the Night Thoaghts, the Bearer 0 
this Ticket will bring them ſafely to Malen. 
propoſe to read them, when Buſineſs is done, and the 
Day is fled ; fo that the Time may correſpond with the 
Subject. 
I hope, the Bookſeller has, before this Time, waited 
on you with the little Volume, which deſires you 
Acceptance. Was it to paſs-through my Hands beſoꝶ 
it was pre ſented, I ſhould almoſt be induced to inſcribe 
i with that pretty Line in Virgil, # 16) 


Miunera parua quidem, at Magnum ER amorrm. 


Pray, do you think that Paſſage, Lale vi. 38. durun, 
#15 79y x0ATy un, is rightly rendered by eur T rail 
tors? © Shall Men give into your Boſom.“ Is the Ide 
of Men neceſſarily implied in the Original? Or can 7 
and Experience juſtify the Tranſlators in giving 
Senſe to the Original? God, and Conſcience, wr 
future State will amply recompenſe the Benefice 7 
whether Men, the Generality of Men in this Wor 
thus generous and grateful, ſeems to be a Point ta 
wants Confirmation. This Remark was ſuggeſted i 
peruſihg the Place, but I ſubmit it to your Judgmen 


and remain, 


Dear Sir, E. 


> 


— S. 


A KFF. 


* 
1 
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LETTER XXIX. W 
The Plan of his Contemplations on Ni ight :- on the « thy 


ee. 


T bun. Favell, Nev. 1 2 1 1565 
Dear Sir, | 
"HIS Morning I received your Favour. The Day 
lours, and threatens Rain, which debars me from 

the Pleaſure of paying you my Thanks in Perſon. 
Mr. Huygens I hope to read very carefully. But, 
[ believe, it will be proper to take Heed of adopting 
into my Plan any Notions, that are difficult and ab- 
ſtruſe. I would have every Thing ſo perſpicuous, that 
the dimmeſt Underſtanding may apprehend my Mean- 


ing; ſo obvious, © that he who runs, may read.” - Let 
me lay before you a little Sketch of my Deſign, with a 
Requeſt, that you would alter the general Order, and 


make Retrenchments, or Additions of particular Inci- 
dents, as you ſhall think moſt expedient. 


A contemplative Walk.—The Approach of Evening 


and gradual Extinction of Light.—The Advantages of 
Solitude.—The Stillneſs of the Univerſe, The Cool- 
neſs of the Atmoſphere.—-Darkneſs, and its Uſefulneſs 
to Mankind. Sleep, and its beneficial. Effects. 
Dreams, and their Extravagance.—A Glow-worm glim- 


mering.— An Owl ſhricking.—A Nightingale ſinging. 


—The very different Circumſtances of Mankind; ſome 
revelling and carouſing ; ſome agonizing and dying. 
A Knell ſounding. —The Notion of Ghoſts walking.— 
The Moon, with its various Appearances, and Service- 
ableneſs to our Globe.—The heavenly Bodies —Their 
Number—Size—Courſes—Diſtances.—Difſplay many of 
the glorious Attributes of their Creator, Some of which 
L 2 are 


| 
7 
) 
* 
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are ſpecified. —They teach nothing of Redemption... 
This the peculiar Prerogative of Revelation. —Chrif 
the Day-Star from on High, that points out, and make; 
clear the Way of Salvation. 0 
Theſe are ſome of the Subjects which, J imagined, 
might be admitted into the Compoſition of 'a Night. 
piece, If others occur to your Mind more pleaſing, or | 
more ſtriking, be pleaſed to ſuggeſt them. 1 
I am glad to find by the Quotation from Mr. Locke, A 
that your Eſteem and Veneration for the Scriptures, 
are on the increaſing, Hand. May we be perſuaded, Mack 
ever more .and more, of the incomparable Excellency 1 
of thoſe ſacred Volumes. This one Conſideration, tha I Chr 
they are the Book of God, is a higher Recommends. Bi you 
tion of them, than could be diſplayed in ten thouſand Bi hapf 
panegyric Orations. For my Part, I purpoſe to addi BI ner. 
myſelf with more inceſſant Aſſiduity to this delighttul Wi ery 
and divine Study, Away, my Homer; I have no more Ant 
Need of being entertained by you, ſince Job and the 
Prophets furniſh me with Images much more magnif- 
cent, and Leſſons infinitely more important. Away, 
my Horace; nor ſhall I ſuffer any Loſs by your Abſence, 
while the ſweet Singer of Tae! tunes his Lyre, and 
charms me with the fineſt Flights of Fancy, and in- 
ſpirits me with the nobleſt Strains of Devotion. And 
even my prime Favourite, my Virgil, may withdraw; 
ſince in aiab I enjoy all his Majeſty of Sentiment, il 
his Correctneſs of Judgment, all his beautiful Propriet 
of Diction, and but I muſt have done. The Mc 
ſenger waits, he can ſtay no longer, than barely to alloy 
me Leiſure to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


FF / ot a di. Tc 4 22 r 
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Dear Sir, &. 


LET: 
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LETTERS, IX. 


| On promoting the ſpiritual Improvement f the. Pat atients 


of tbe Infirmary, 


| | Wifton- Favell, Nov. 225 1746. 
Dear Doctor, 


A I cannot attend the Infirmary at Nortbampton 
this Day, permit me to take this Opportunity of 
acknowledging the Favour of your laſt, 

The Sermon you was pleaſed to lend me, I admire, 
Chriſt the great Propitiation is, with me, a moſt fa- 
yourite Subject; and, I think, the Author has been ſo 
happy as to treat it in a clear, nervous, pathetic Man- 
ner, —I am delighted with his Reply, and rejoice to ob» 
ſerve, that it has paſſed a ſecond Edition. I hope the 
Antidote will operate, and ſpread as wide as the Poiſon. 
— This Writer has another Recommendation, His 
Coneiſeneſs, added to Perſpicuity, renders his Argu- 
ments eaſy to be apprehended, and not difficult to be 
remembered. I am fo much charmed with his Per- 
formance, that I beg Leave to keep it'a few Days 
longer; and ſhould take it as a Favour, if, in the mean 
Time, you would give the Bookſeller an Order to fend 
for one of the Sermons for me, 

[ heartily applaud the Zeal you ſhew for the ſpiritual 
Welfare of the Patients, The Infirmary would be an 
neſtimable Bleſſing, if, by the Grace of God, it might 
be producl ĩve of a W in the Perſons, whom 
it admits and diſcharges, As diſtreſſed Objects will in 
all Probability, reſort to It, from all Parts of the 
County, a Change wrought in their Hearts, and a Re- 
newal begun in their Lives, might be a happy Means 
of diffuſing Religion far and near, hope the Clergy 
L 3 con · 


130 MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 


concerned in the Management of the Infirmary vil, Wl cr. 
with Delight and Aſſiduity, concur in the Proſecutia Hu 
of ſo deſirable ati End, I can promiſe for one, fo in Will cf « 
as God ſball give him Ability.-I wiſh ſome prope 
Scheme were contrived for the Execution of this De. Bei 
ſign, in which I might bear ſome little Part, withou fy 
giving Umbrage to my. Brethren, or alarming they 
Jealouſy. —I have ſometimes thought of offering to gin 
the Patients a kind of Lecture or Exhortation once: 
Week, formed upon ſome or other of thoſe Scripture, 
which are the ſtanding Memento's of their Wards? 
Bur, ſometimes doubtful whether ſuch a Propoſal wou 
meet* with Acceptance, fometimes checked by the lu. 
firmities of my Conftitation, I have hitherto neglectei 
to mention the Affair. However, I now venture 1 
ſubmit it to your Conſideration, To this, or any other 
more adviſeable Method, I ſhould very readily contri 
bure the beſt of my Aſſiſtance. 

«Are. you inclined, dear Sir, to give the poor Crea. 
tures all the Inſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, yo 
are capable of? We take you at your Word; ad 
hence forward look upon you as an Aſſociate in ou 
great Work. In a Warfare of ſuch unſpeakable In. 
portance, we are glad to ſtrengthen our Force by tte 
Acceſſion of every Ally. Much more of ſuch a 
Auxiliary, as will be regarded by. the Patients with a 
uncommon, Degree of Attention and. Pleaſure, No 
can I think it any Ways inconſiſtent with the Office d 
a Phyſician z or any Derogation from the Dignity d 
his Character, to feel the Pulſe of the Soul, to examine 
into the Symptoms of f piritual Maladies, to aſk exploring 
Queſtions concerning the Habit of the Mind, and pr: Pre 


Texts of Scripture in the Northampton, Winchifer, and ſevenl 
other Infirmaries, are written on the Walls, and conſequently, a thi 
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vil, LKeribe according, either for the purging off the peccant 
don Humours of Vice, or corroborating the relaxed Powers 
tr of Grace. 
Per May that infinitely condeſcending and biene 
De. Being, who diſdained not in his own ſacred Perſon, to 
ou BE take our Sickneſſes, and bear our Infirmities, both direct 
her your Counſels, and proſper your Endeavours, in this 
e momentous ir. | | 
e 4 I purpoſe to wait upon you ſome Afternoon in the 
re next Week, and cannot think of a more agreeable 
Topic of Converſation, than that of concerting Mea- 
0 ſures for the proper Exertion of this Labour of. Love, 
105 and encouraging each other to abound in the Work of 
the Lord. 


Fs | I am, dear Sir, Cc. Cc. 
T 0 
— 

« LETTER XXXL 

and 


On the fame Subje. | 
Weftm-Faxell, Nev 29, n. 


Dear Doctor, 
1 taken Cold, and got a Hourſeneſß, I am 
afraid to venture abroad; left I ſhould loſe my 
Voice, and be ne of performing the w 4 of the 
Morrow. 

If any Method is Pee upon by the Conttthities 
for endeavouring, in ſome more effectual a Manner, to 
promote the ſpiritual Recovery, and everlaſting Welfare 
of the Infirmary Patients, I wiſh you would be ſo kind 
as to inform me of it, in a Letter: that if any Part of 
this generous Undertaking ſhould. fall to my Share, I 
may adreſs pe 29 he Proſecution of it, with al 
ls 4 
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the Ability which the divins Goodneſs ſhall vouchſafe ts 
communicate. Or, if there be no Need of my Con- 


currence, that I may accompany it with my beſt win 
and, at leaſt, further it with r Prayers. a 


Who am, Ge. 
LETTER XXXIL 
Hi Dini; of Cntroverh.. 


TY W-:fton- Favell, Feb. 28, 1747. 
Dear Si ir, 


Have read the ingenious Gentleman's Letter atten- 

tively ; though he ſays the ſtrongeſt Things that can 
be urged upon the Point, T till adhere to my Senti. 
ments; and not becauſe they are mine, but the Scrip- 
ture's, and ſupportable. I am perſuaded; by a Variety 
of Texts from the Oracles of Truth.--I beg Leave to 
wave the Proſecution. of the - Controverſy. Contro- 
verſy is what I naturally diſlike, and what I have ſeldom 
found advartageous. - I know his Opinion, and he has 
given me an Opportunity of declaring mine; and [ 
would only add, that if in any Thing we be otherwise 
minded (than is conſiſtent with the Goſpel of Grace) 
God (upon a diligent Application to his Word, and 
humble Prayer for the _— of his Span} will reveal 
this unto us. Phil. iii. 15. 

J have been reading Mr. Baxter's Saints Everlaſting 
Bop, and admire the Copiouſneſs, the Juſtneſs, and the 
Devotion of, his TRI”. of How happy the Soul, 


* This very comfortable — ine ſlĩmable Book (which well de- 
ſerves to be in the Hands of every Chriſtian) has lately been mol 
e er by the * Mr. Ferweett. * 
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that while reading them, can make them his own! 
May this be always the prevailing Deſire ; and in due 
Time, the Heaven- vouchſafed Portion of the worthy + 
Owner of the Book, and of his | 


Moſt affectionate Friend, Cc. 


to 
n- 
es, 


- 


LETTER XXXIII. 
On publiſhing bis Meditations. 
Weſton-Favell, Feb. 1547. 


How bir, 


| Have heard 2 from my Printer, ids all 
this Interval, What can be the Reaſon of his long 
Silence, and great Negligence, I cannot imagine. But 
this Week it occurred to my Mind, that if he delays 
the Second Edition at this rate, I may poſſibly be able 
to prepare the third Letter to accompany it. Ac- 
cordingly, I have poſtponed other Buſineſs, and applied 
wholly to this Work. I have tranſcribed ſome Part of 
the intended Piece, and ſend it for your Peruſal. Pray 
be ſo good as to examine it narrowly, and favour me 
with your Remarks and Improvements, on a ſeparate 
Paper. There are, I fear, beſides more material Faults, 
ſeveral Miſtakes in the Copy, owing to my Want of 
Leiſure to review it. I ſuppoſe, the Remainder of my 
Deſign, when completed, will conſiſt of about the 
ſame Number of Pages. 15 
If 1 live till Monday, I propoſe to viſit my Patient 
at the Infirmary; and, if Company happens to be 
were will take che Pleaſure of pending an Hour 


wich 
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with a certain valuable and very much efteemed Friend { 
at Northampton. If you are not able to gueſs the Per. 1 
. 7˙· WES > 50s I 


Your's, Sr. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


On the Plan of « religions Seciety. 
YAY Weflen-Favell, April 12, 1747. 


Have folded down 2 Corner of the Leaf at the Phe 
where your Perufal left off. There is a Note or 
two fubjoincd to the preceding Pages, which I wiſh you 
would pleaſe to examme. My humble Screice to Dr. 
„. 1 defire he will wir has Remarks and Cor- 


Www WH A 4 © a wo wa 


P 
o 


tectiom on a ſeparate Paper. What think you of the 
following Lines for a Moto ? 
Night opes the noble Scenes, and ſbeds an Awe, 
Whack gives thoſe venerable Scenes fall Werghe, 
* 


————— bo .ahin 
to ĩt. Theartily wiſh to have it carried into Execution, 
and hope it will be productive of conſiderable Comfort 
one to the Members; and not to e 
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but, by rendering them more uſeful in their reſpectivt 
Stations, to many others. 

A Cold, and Hoarſcneſs on my Voice, make me 
ſomewhat fearful of coming to * this Day 1 
hope you have peruſed the Remainder of the Manu- 
ſcript ; and cannot but wiſh, you would give the whole 
2 ſccond Reading. The unknown Importance of what 
we print, inclines me to urge this Requeſt. Who 
can tell how long it may continue, and into what Hands 
it may come? I almoſt tremble at fuch a 
Iſt I hould write unadviſediy with my Pen; and injure, 

If you have put my fine Picce into the Hands of 
my Ariflarchas, Dr. I mean, defire him to be 
panicularly ee to the Redundancies, and Jop 
them off with 2a plentiſul Hand. 

I ſhall foon create you a ſecond Taſk, by tranſmirting 
for your Correction, twenty Folio Pages of Remarks 
an the Stars, and ferious Improvements. 


Your's, 84 
r. Fir beans & . Vaſes rerebends inert, 


This I tranſcribe, not to inform you of the Critic's 
Office, but only to apprize you of what I wiſh, and 
„ 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXYV. 


On Levity in Converſation, and Attendance on v public. 
Voip. 


Meſtan-Favell, une 27, 1747, 
My dear E ried, » ft , 7 f 747 
OMING Home this Evening, I could not forbear 
muſing on the various Topics, which furniſhed 
Matter for our Diſcourſe ; and now I am all thoughtful 
and retired, | I cannot forbear taking Notice of ſome 
Particulars relating to our Converſation, To be ſilent 
in ſuch a Caſe, would, I am perſuaded, be more diſ- 
pleaſing to a Gentleman of your Diſcernment and 
Generoſity, than to uſe the utmoſt Freedom of Speech. 


Was it you, dear Sir, or I, that when a certain 
Paſſage in Scripture happened to be mentioned; treated 
it, not indeed with a contemptuous Diſdain, but with 
too ludicrous an Air? deſcanted on it, in a ſportive 
and frolickſome Manner, in order to create a little 
Pleaſantry. If I was the Perſon that indulged this im- 
proper Levity, I beſeech you to rebuke me, and ſeverely 
too. Though my Deſign might be innocent, my Con- 
duct was apparently wrong. That infinitely precious and 
important. Book, ſhould be always held in the higheſt 


Veneration, Whatever the divine Spirit vouchſafes to 


dictate, ſhould be thought and ſpoke of by Mortals, 
with Gratitude, Dutifulneſs, = Awe. It is the 
Character of a religious Man, that he trembles at God's 
Word; and it is ſaid of the great Jehovah, that he has 
magnified his Name and his Word, above all Things. 
Who was it, dear Sir, that lent to our valuable Friend 


that vile Book, Ee Sopha, and yet wrote by w_—_ 
WI 


S S S8 S S8 EFTA çg as Gee Ar wand 6. rp. 


OO „ F or © = ©. —- 


'w MO” Bw + 4 


b a 
- ww 


52 45A @©3F 


af MM R8Vﬀ ca 


MISCELLANEOUS” LETTERS. 157 


with an enchanting Spirit of Elegance; which muſt 
render the Miſchief palatable, and the Bane even deli- 
cious. I wonder, that your kind and benevolent Heart 
could recommend Arſenic for a Regale. It puts me in 
Mind of the .empoiſoned Shirt preſented to Hercules. 
I am ſure you did not think on it, or elſe you would 
no more have tranſmitted ſuch a peſtilent Treatiſe to 
the Peruſal of a Friend, than you would tranſmit to 
him a Packet of Goods from a Country depopulated by 
the Plague. If that polluting French Book ſtill remains 
in your Study, let me beg of you to make it b 
Quarantine in the Flames. 

The laſt Particular relates to Attendance on the public 
Worſhip of God. Let us not neglect the aſſembling 
ourſelves together. This was the Advice of the beſt 
and greateſt Caſuiſt in the World; not to ſay, the In- 
junction of the Maker of all Things, and Judge of all 
Men. Would we be aſſured of our Love to God! 
This is one Eyidence of that moſt noble and happy 
Temper, © Lord, I have loved the Habitation of thy 
Houſe, and the Place where thy Honour dwelleth.” — 
Would we glorify the Lord ? Then let us appear in his 
Courts, fall low on our Knees before his Footſtool, 
and in this public Manner avow him for our God, re- 
cognize him for our King, and acknowledge him to 
be our ſupreme Good. Would we follow the Example 
of our devout and bleſſed Mafter! Let us remember 
how it is written, Jeſus went into the Synagogue, as 
his Cuſtom was. And, if we take due Care to get 
our Hearts prepared, by a little previous Meditation, 
and earneſt Prayer, I dare anſwer for it, our Attendance 
will not be in vain in the Lord. God will, according 
to his Promiſe, meet us in his Ordinances; make us 
joyful in his Houſe of Prayer; and we ſhall experience 


what, (if I remember aright) that brighteſt Ornament 


of the Court of Judicature, Judge Hales declared, 
cc That 
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« That he never ſat under the Preaching even of the 


meaneſt Sermon, but he found ſome Word of Edifica- 9 
tion, Exhortation, or Comfort.” * 
Dear Sir, beſtow a Thought on theſe Things. If 7 
the Remonſtrances are wrong, 1 willingly retract them, * 

If rigbt, you will not pronounce me impertinent. Love 
and Friendſhip dictate what I write, and the only End 

I have in View is the Holineſs, the "Uſefulneſs, the 
Happineſs, the final Salvation of my much eſteemed br 
Friend. It is for this; this only I have now taken my © 
Pen in Hand, and for this I ſhall often bend my Knees Wl 
before God, and thereby prove myfelf to be, 

Dear Sir, Mtn 

— 
LET T ER XXXVI. 

0 


On the Plan of « cine, mg | 
Vu eons, 174. 


Dear Sir, 


M* H—— delivered your Meſſage. Uponia te- 
peated Perufal of your Rules and Orders, I find 


nothing to add, nor any Thing to alter “. I think « | 
is a finely calculated Scheme, and ſeems very likely 
(ov @cw) to be productive of confidetable Good. 
When the Diſciples were together, after their Maſter's 
Reſurrection, they had the Honour, the Comfort, and 
Advantage of his divine Preſence. -- And why may not 
we, when affeciated on ſuch a Plan, and converſing with 
Joh _— reaſonably hope for the ſame Bleſfing? 


> Fee Letter LXI, 


* 


15 
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{ ſhall return all your Books by the firſt Opportunity, 
only the firſt Volume of the Hiſtory of the Bible, I beg 
to keep a- little- longer. The Bible, I intend, for the 
future, to make the principal Object of my Study. 
That beautiful and 1 Exhortation ſhall be my 
ruling Directory, 0 * ru Xpigs evil w * 
WAG. 21 

Perhaps, Dr. Wall will be fo obliging as to anſwer 
my Letter. And if ſo, I think, it will be proper: to 
defer writing to Mr. Rivington, and ſending the Draught, 
till T hear the Doctor's Sentiments.— I beg of you to 
accept the cordial Compliments, as you have always the 


beſt Wiſhes, and Py the earneſt en of, 


Dear Sir, yours, &e. 
LETTER XXXVII. 


On bis Maditatos, and miſcellanooue Remarks on Boks 


Wefton- Favell, Jul 18, 1747- 
Dear Sir, . 75 : 

1 Deſire you to accept my Thanks for the Variety of 

beautiful Lines, which you ſent me, to chuſe a Motto 
from, They are all elegant, but not ſufficiently expreſ- 
ſive of the Deſign of the Piece. Therefore, I imagined 
the following ne from Dr. 7 ang, ſomewhat 
more ſuitable; 
| » Night is 4 Vibe en Friend; 


The conſcious Moon, thro” every diſtant Age, 
Has held a Lamp to Wiſdom. 


You adviſed me to add a ſort of Note to | the Paſſage 
VEE to by Mr. , relating to the Spark 's 
being 
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being viſible *. In Purſuance by your Direction, I ſub. 
Joined the following. 

beg Leave to inform the young Gentleman, 
« whoſe Name dignifies my Dedication ; that this was 
<« A Remark of his worthy Father, when we rode toge- 
t ther, and converſe in a duſky Evening. I mention 
* this Circumſtance, , partly to ſecure the Paragraph 


« from Contempt, partly to give him and the World 
* an Idea of that eminently ſerious Taſte, which diſtin. 


« guiſhed my worthy Friend. The leſs obvious the 
tt Reflection, the more clearly it diſcovers a Turn of 
« Mind remarkably ſpiritual, which would ſuffer no- 
« thing to eſeape without yielding ſome ſpiritual Im. 
« provement. And the meaner the Incident, the more 


« admirable was that Fertility of Imagination, which 
ce could deduce the nobleſt 2 * the moſt trivial 
« oOccurren ces. 

Wil not this be looked upon as a fly underhand 
Artifice, whereby the Author extols himſelf ? 

Does the famous Dutch Philoſopher, Nieuwentyt (I 
think is his Name) treat of the heavenly Bodies? 
| he does, be ſo good, in caſe he dwells in your Study, 

to ſend him on a Week's Viſit to me. Dr. Watt:'s 
Treatiſe on Aſtronomy, I ſhould be glad to peruſe. 

The Hymn to the Moon, whoever is meant by Scril- 


lerus decimus Maximus, is very poetical. I durſt not 
venture to add what is wanting to render it a complete 


Addreſs, left it ſnould become like the viſionary Image, 
whoſe Head was of Gold, his Feet of Iron-and Clay. 


My tranſient Remarks on Dr. Rymer's Repreſentation 


of Revealed Religion, are loſt. I muſt deſire Leave to 


poſtpone my Obſervation on the other Books. 
gs 1 ami, dear Sir, &c. 


1 


f See Herpyy's + Meditations on the Night, Page 238. 
| | LET: 


Vo 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 


On the Poem of the Deity : and viſiting a condemned 
Malefactor. 


IV:ftm-Favell, Aug, 8, 1747. 
Dear Sir, | „ 4 


FTER my Thanks for what paſſed in Veſterday's 
Interview, give me Leave to add my Acknow- 
ledgiments for the Peruſal of your Poem, entitled, The 
Deity D. It is a noble Piece, quite poetical, truly 
evangelical, and admirably fitted to alarm and comfort 
the Heart, to delight and improve the Reader. I muſt 
defire to read it | 
[ viſited the poor condemned Malefactor, found him 
an ignorant Perſon ; aimed chiefly at theſe two grand 
Points, to convince him of the Heinouſneſs of his Sin, 
and ſhew him the All-ſufficiency of the Saviour, to ob- 
tain Pardon even for the very vileſt of Offenders. To 
preach and teach Jeſus Chriſt is our Office; to make 
the Doctrine effectual God's great Prerogative. Nothing 


more occurs, but that, 


I am, &c. 


* Wrote by Mr. Beyſe. 


Vor. II. M a LE I- 


— — —_— — 
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L E T T E R . 
Remarks on Dr. Middleton. | 


Uo  Wifton- Favell, 4. 22, 1747; 


ha ©. CO I 


Dear Sir, 


AVING read Dr. Middleton's introductory Dil. 
courſe, I hardly know what to think of his bold 
Aﬀlrtion,.. * that all the Miracles ſuppoſed to be; wrought 
ct after the Apoſtalic Age, are atjurd and ftitious.” | 
muſt ſuſpend my Opinion concerning this Point, till 
find it either confirmed by the Silence, or confuted by 
| the Arguments, of th the Advocates for Eccleſiaſtical An- 
riquity. In the main, I approve of his Deſign, which 
is to ſettle the Proofs of our holy Religion on the Baſis 
of the inſpired Writings, and to dedyce its Noctrines 
from the ſame ſacred Source. T he Seriptures, as our 
Friend H beautifull expreſſes himſelf, are * the 
* Armoyry of God, from whence we may draw Wez- 
« pons of a divine Temper, wherewith to engage al 
cc that oppoſe. the Truth, or hold the ſame. in Un- 
cc * righteouſneſs,” 

Does not this ingenious Writer bear a little. too hard 
upon the religious Character, and exemplary Behaviour, 
of the Primitive Fathers ? I cannot but think, they had, 
at leaſt in this Reſpect, a very evident Superiority over 
moſt of their Succeſſors. Hoy, flowing, perſpicuous 
and elegant is the Doctor's Style; and how tiff, ob- 
ſcure, and bombaſt the Language of the Archdeacon? 
I dare ſay, you could not forbear ſmiling at his,— 
blazing out moſt faſtidious Hypercritics ; reproaching 
(not virulently, but) tartly ; laſhing (not ſeverely, but) 
ſuperciliouſly ; and penetrating the very Vitals of the 


dead Lapguages. 251 
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If your Maths i is not lent out of Town, 4 wiſh you 
would be fo good as to ſend for it, and 275 me with 
Sight of it by the Bearer. The Reaſon of my re veſting. 
this, is, that Mr. Rivington informs me by my rother, 
if he has not the laſt Piece by the Middle of next Week, 
his Preſs muſt ftand fill And methinks, Iwould gladly 
ſe that Volume of Matho, which relates to my Sub- 
ect, before I ſuffer my A Eſſay to depart. When 
can you afford me your Converſation for an Hour or 
two, in order to examine Mr. * *%S Remarks, and 
beſtow the finiſhing Touches on the Piece ? Shall I wait 
upon you on Monday Morning 227 7 this 
Buſineſs is diſpatched, your Book, an and my Thanks, 
hall be returned together. 
Your's, &c. 


.. 


—— 


LE T. T. ER M. 
An Inſtance of Chriſtian Decorum. 


Maſton- Favell, Oct. 31, 1747. 
Dear Sir, 


ITH Thanks, I return Colonel Gardiner” 8 . 
Dr. Doduridge, the worthy Author, has preſented 
me with a Copy, which, T hope, will ſerve to: humble 
and animate me, ſo long as I hve. 

Abernethy on the Divine Attributes, I will boch reſtore. 
In the mean Time; ſhall I beg the Favour of borrowing 
Pliny's Natural Hiſtory? © 

You remember, who is to call upon you (Deo volente) 
on Monday Morning. I muſt devote the greareſt Part 
of this Day to prepare my tranſlatory Quot# of Drck/on's 
Iherapentica Sacra. The Thoughts df dür fittle Society 

a M 2 brings 
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brings to my Mind a pleaſing Circumſtance, which! 
obſerved, when we were at our laſt Interview, My 
very valuable Friend Dr. S told a Story, in which 
he had Occaſion to refer to ſome profane and execrable 

. Inſtead of defiling his Lips with a Repe- 
tition of the helliſh Jargon, he was ſo truly diſcreet, as 
only to mention it under the general Title of Horrid 
Oaths. A Delicacy this, which I thought highly be- 
coming both the Chriſtian and the Gentleman.——T have 
ſometimes took the Freedom to obſerve, in the moſt 
reſpectful Manner, upon ſome little Inadvertencies in 
my worthy Friend's Conduct: But now it is with the 
higheſt Pleaſure that I congratulate him, upon a moſt 


amiable Piece of religious Decorum, introduced into his 
Diſcourſe. 


I am, Ec. 
EFT 


Sympathy in Diſtreſs. 


Weifton- Favell, Dec. 2, 1747. 
Dear Sir, 


"$25 Surprize which your Letter gives me, is in- 
| expreſſible, and the Grief equal. I will haſten, 
as ſoon as poſſible, to my worthy and afflicted Friend. 
O ! that I could bring with me ſome healing Balm for 
his wounded Heart ! It would be no ſmall Alleviation 
of my own Sorrows, if I might be inſtrumental to make 
his leſs. 

I will detain the Meſſenger no longer, and I hope | 
ſhall not ſtay long before I ſet out myſelf. It is "my 
wholly to an Accident, that I do not accompany th 

Beare!, 
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Bearer, with a View, and a Hope of adminiſtring ſome 
Conſolation to poor Dr. S*, under this ſudden and 
irreparable Loſs of fo accompliſhed a Wife, of a 


excellent a NT to his very amiable Children. 
I am, dear Sir, &c. . 


LETTER XIII. 


I | 

N An Account of the Death of Mrs. Stonhouſe. 

) | | 

his Northamp. Dec. 5, 1747+ 


Dear and worthy Sir, 


ou will wonder to ſee a Name which you ie 
but lately known, at the Bottom of this Paper. 
But how,—oh! how will you be ſurprized? how grieved? ? 
to read the Occaſion.—lt is fo afflicting, almoſt ſo in- 
ſupportable to our valuable Friend, that he is unable to 
give you the Narrative; therefore has committed the 
Office (triſte miniſterium !) to my Pen.—And muſt I tell 
you? can you bear to hear it? — Mrs. Stanbouſe is dead; 
th that amiable and excellent Lady is dead.—She was afely 
delivered of a Daughter, the very Day on which the 
Doctor wrote to you laſt ;—Little did he imagine, poor 
Man ! that the Death of his much-loved Wife was then 
ſo. near :—She was as well as could be expected or 
WI iſhed on Sunday Morning, and departed this Life on 
Tueſday Evening. 
In the Forenoon on Sunday, the Doctor went out to 


viſit his Patients; and in the Evening on his Return, 
i perceived, to his great Surprize, that Mrs. S * 
ing bad been ſeized with a Fever, during his Abſence, at- 


the tended with ſome alarming, and, as he apprehended, fatal 
ret OS ES Symptoms : 


* „ e . oO eo woc gay a oo N 1 re 


* : . 
” RES r ̃ͤ⏑§⏑ r 


— — F— — p ⁰— . 7˙ * nm; er ůͥmuwM!õ ̃ ͤ⏑dn TK Ä ...œͥœͥP— . 


- 
- 


166 MISCELLANEOUS, LETTERS. 


Symptoms:—He deſired Dr. K * * of this Town to 
ee her, who gave ſome Encouragement; but, as this 
was not ſatisfactory to Dr. &“ , he immediately dil 

patched 7 a Meſſenger to another Phyſician at a conſider. 
able Diſtance (one Dr. ** of ) who came with 
all He Expedition, that the Rigour of the Seaſon would 
permit; for the Snow was deeper than it had ever been 
known, perhaps, in the Memory of Man, and the 
Weather moſt terrible indeed; the Cold piercing 
ſevere, and the Roads dreadfully dangerous. — The 
Moment this fagacious Practitioner beheld her, he con- 
firmed Dr. Ss firſt Sentiments, that the Caſe was 
irrecoverable ; and added; that the great CHangt was at 
the very Door, and would probably take ne in leſs 
than twenty-four Hours; which came o Ha ac- 
cordingly. 

Jour own tender and ſenſible . will naturally 
conclude Dr. S is ſo oppreſſed. with Sorrow, as 
not to be capable, at preſent, of were Ne moſt 
valued Correſpondents: | | 1 
C.unrtæ læves loquuntur'; * net 5! | 
But he intends, when Time has fomewhar Me vie his 
Grief, and Religion has more reconciled” him to the 
awful Diſpenſation, to make a particular Reply to the 
whole of your epiſtolary Favour. ' You will, I do not 
queſtion, recommend our diſtreſſed Friend to the Father 
of Mercies, and the God bf all Comfort. May we all 
hy this awakening Stroke of Providence to Heart; and 
give all Diligence to have our Sins pardoned: through 
redeeming Blood, our Souls renewed by ſunctifying 
Grace; * that whether we live, we may live unto the 
Lord; or whether we die, we may die unto the Lord; 
{6 that living or dying we may be the Lord's. 

The fecond Edition of my Meditations, with the Ad- 
dition of another Volume, is at laſt publiſhed.” T have 


given Directions to my Bookſeller, to ſend you à Copy; 


5 
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and beg of you to accept it, as a ſmall, but the moſt 
ſpeaking and eloquent Expreſſion, I am able to form of 
that great, that growing Eſteem I have conceived for 
Dr. Swan, ever ſince our firſt Interview at Weſton. Be 
pleaſed, dear Sir, to read it with the utmoſt, or rather 
with your own Candour, and ſometimes dart up a ſhort 
Petition for the Author, that whatever is the Fate of his 
Book, himſelf may live over his Writings, and be, 
what he deſcribes. | | | 
5 Lam, Sr. 


LETTER XLIII. 
| On ſan#ified Aﬀtiftions. 


Wefton- Favell, Dec. 12, 1747. 

Dear Sir, | 29 Of 
HIS, I hope, will find you perfectly recovered 
from your Indiſpoſition, and thoroughly reconciled 
to God's holy Will. Afflictions, when ſanctified, are 
real Bleſſings; they work Humility, and wean from the 
World; they teach us to pqur out, not our Words 
only, but our very Souls, before God in Prayer; and 
create an ardent Deſire after that Inheritance in Heaven, 
which is incorruptible and immortal, after thoſe Man- 


2 


Comfort! | 
Next Week Abernethy on the Divine Attributes will 
return to your Study; and I only with, that he might 
bring with him a little more of the everlaſting and glorious 
Goſpel, With my Compliments to Mrs. © 


I am, Se. 
M 4 LE T- 
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3 LA. to * 3, your Servant ſtay, wa loth to treſ. 


this be for the Illiterate, the Poetry for the Polite. 


They (the Puritans) were the ſoundeſt Preachers, and 
I believe the trueſt Followers of Jeſus Chriſt, If ſuch 
an Imputation is a Bugbear, we ſhall not act like gallant 
Soldiers of Chrift, Is it not the moſt i important Truth 


compendious Means of overcoming the Dread of Death? 
If ſo, -I need not make the Concluſion, 


bold for once to deſpiſe Ridicule. Or rather, if it muſt 


| ſons. Reject them, and welcome, I ſhall be glad © 
be over-ruled for the þetter, 


I. ET TE R XIV. 
| On the Choice of a Motto. 
W:fton- Favell, Jan. 12, 1147, 


My dear *" Nied, 


aſs too much upon the Patience of our Family, 

who — for me, I write in the utmoſt Hurry. —Aſter 
ſo great an Opinion as that of the judicious Dr. * * nc 
J hardly dare venture to deliver my Sentiments. Ye 
I muſt confeſs myſelf ſtrongly. inclined to prefer your 
intended Motto. ach 
Is it a Vulgariſm? Rather the Simplicity of- the 
Goſpel ; accommodated to the loweſt Capacity, ſuited 
to ſtrike ordinary Readers; who are the Perſons moſt 
likely to be impreſſed. Or, if it is a Vulgariſm, let 


Ts it Puritanical ? Be not aſhamed. of- the Name. 


in the whole Book of God? The ſureſt, eaſieſt, moſt 


Will Cenfure enſue? Dear Sir, dread it not, Bc 
needs fall ** you, to ah in this t—Degecus haud 


indecorum. | 
Pardon: my F e Only juſt think © on my Rea- 


Your” 5, Sc. 
LET 
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LET T E R XIV. 
On the Character of Mrs. Stonbouſe. 


| W:ftn- Favell, Feb. 4 I ing. 
. Dear Sir, | 


y, [ Sincerely thank you for taking the Trouble of cor- 
recting my Marks for Italics.— I am glad you did 
. not eraſe Mrs, S——'s Name. I aſſure you, Doctor, 
et I ſhall always eſteem it a real Honour to be reckoned 
ur in the Number of your Friends; and ſhall. look upon 
it, as one of the Satisfactions accruing from my Book, 
he that it tells it, in ſo pertinent a Manner, to the World, 
ed though, with Regard to your truly amiable deceaſed 
oft Lady, I fear, it will be an Inſtance of the Arrogance of 
let my Heart, and a Reproach upon the Impotence of my 
Pen, or elſe I would ſay, | 
ne, — . quid mea Scriptula paſſunt, 
ind VMulla Dies unguam memori lilam eximet uo. 


* 
— 
oft — — 


LETTER XLVI 
uſt An Inſtance Benevolence. 


l 1 1748. 
1 Dear Sir, 


12 very moch obliged for the Preſent of your 
Franks; they could never be more wanted, or more 


welcome. —If you have not ſo much as you wiſh, to 
relieve the Neceſſities of the Poor, diſtribute from my 
Stock, 


; 
ü 
5 
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Stock. I am cloyſtered up in my Chamber, and un. 
acquainted with the Diſtreſſes of my Brethren. Lend 
me therefore. your Eye to diſcover proper Objects, and 

your Hand to deal about my little Fund of Charity, 
Do not forbid me to ſend à Guinea, in my next, for 
this Purpoſe; .do not deny me the Pleaſure of becoming, 


through your Means, an Inſtrument of ſome little Com. 


fort to my afflicted Fellow-Creatures ; and (what is: 
far more endearing” Conſideration) to the Friends, the 
Brethren, the Members of him who died for my Sim 


Ik you have any other Friend, to whoſe Taſte it mi 


be agreeable, and in whoſe Hands uſeful, I will int 
power you to małe the Preſent, —Herewith comes the 
.Deſcant on Creation enlarged. I hope, von will be abl 
to. read it, and not a little to ĩimproveit. Can you en. 
gage Dr. D=— to run it over? To een 


Hor Muntus. © 


1 muſt write it over Ain, 10 fear not to ert in 
blot. I have not ſeen, where or how I can handſomeh 
introduce that fine Quotation from Mr. Dyer's Ruins if 
Rome * ; but will ſtill conſider it becauſe you 'defire | It, 


I am, dear Sir, 
Your's, Sc. 


*, 5% 468 W* 
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LE T T E R XLII. 
On the Evil ef Plattery. 
April, 1748. 


Fr T: * upon you, dear Doctor, —1 had been endea- 
1 vouring all the Day long to fix my Admiration on 
that moſt exalted, that moſt amiable Being, who, thoug| 


* This elegant poem 1 Is now reprinted i in Docs 5 Collection of 
yy” 
TY poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of Excellencies which the very Angels con- 
template with Rapture and Adoration, yet humbled 
himſelf to Death, the Death of the Croſs for my Friend 
and me. When your Praiſes, kind indeed, but alas ! 
perniciouſly kind, fetched my Thoughts from their 
proper Element, and proper Object, to grovel on a 
Creature, and that the meaneſt of Creatures, Self. I 
could wiſh myſelf, on ſuch Occaſions, © like the deaf 
Adder, which ſtoppeth her Ears, and refuſeth to hear 
the voice of the Charmer, charm he never ſo ſweetly.” 
Praiſe is moſt inchanting Muſick to the human Ear ; 
ſhall I rather ſay, moſt delicious Poifon to the human 
Taſte. From Strangers, or complimentary Correſpon- 
dents, we muſt expect a Touch upon this String, a 
ſprinkling of this Spice. But among Friends, Boſom- 
Friends, Chriſtian Friends, it muſt not be ſo. Lou 
and I, dear Sir, will teach one another's Hearts to riſe 
in Wonder, and glow with Love, at the Conſideration 
of that ever bleſſed Sovereign, who is higher than the 
Kings of the Earth, higher than the Potentates of 
Heaven, and yet lay in Darkneſs and the Shadow of 
Death; that he might make us the Children of God, 
and exalt us to everlaſting Life. Pardon my Excur- 
ſions on this Subje&.—A Letter. from my Father is 
enough to caſt Contempt upon created Things. It 
informs me, that my poor Sifter is reduced very low ; 
ſo low, that my Father cannot hear her ſpeak. He 
ſeems to look upon her Life to be in very great 
Danger. May the Father of Compaſſions reſtore her 
Health ; that ſhe may live to the Honour of her dying 
Maſter, and be a Comfort to her afflicted Parents! 
Glad I am, that my dear Friend can reliſh the Writings 
of that ſhining and burning Light, Mr. * * *, Our 
Diſeſteem of ſuch Goſpel Doctrines, as he SUL Ja 
generally. ariſes from Ighorance of ourſelves, There- 
fore 
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fore I heartily join with the Grecian Sage, in faying, 
* rr 1 r oeauloy ® 


I am; affeRtionately 
Your's, &c, 
— a 
LETTER XLII. 
The Preſence of Chriſt at the Marriage of Canaan, is 
Galilee, vindicated againſt Obections. 
a rag 17: fn-Fevell, May 26, 1748. 


Dear Sir, 


1 Have given Directions to my Bookſeller to preſen 
you with the new Edition of my Meditations ; which 


1 Xfire you to accept, and to look upon as a ſmall bu 
unfeigned Expreſſion of my moſt affectionate Eſteem, 


The Pleaſure of your Company I cannot expect oftei 
to enjoy; let me, therefore, dear Sir, by means of my 
little Treatiſe, converſe with you now and then, as it 
were by Proxy ; with a View of familiarizing to ou 
Minds thoſe ſublime Subjects, which will be the Study 


and the Delight of à glorious Eternity. 


Another Sett I have ſent for Mr. * ; which I beg 
of you to render acceptable, by preſenting. That wort 
Mi iſter ſtands entitled to my grateful Acknowledg: 
ments, for his judicious and excellent Letter. Hov 
much I was pleaſed with it, and how free I have mat 
with it, he will ſee from the Motto, prefixed to th 
MWinter-Piece. His candid and weighty Obſervations 


The Engl of the Greek Words 4 is, Know pan Marin 
which deſcended from Heaven. 
hau 
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ne, BY have induced me to alter the exceptionable Paſſage in 
the Book; and will, I hope, incite me to cultivate in 
my Heart that amiable Spirit of Charity, which hopeth 
all Things. 

What I accidentally hinted to Dr. * * *, who favoured 
me with a Sight of Mrs. * s Letter, I never ima- 
gined would have been communicated to her, or any 
Perſon living. Had I ſuſpected any ſuch Conſequence, 
[ ſhould certainly have withheld my Pen, and concealed. 
what I might happen to think. Becauſe, I neither 
reliſh Controverſy; nor have Strength of Mind, or 

, ir WY Solidity of Judgment, ſufficient to conduct the Pro- 
cedure of an Argument. All my Aim, all my Deſire, 
is to quicken in my own Heart the Seeds of 

43. Faith, and vital Holineſs. If to this, I might be enabled 

| to cheriſh the ſame ſacred Principles, in the Hearts of 
ſome of my ſerious and humble Acquaintance, I ſhould 
lich wiſh for no other Fruit of my Labours.— However, as 

aus. s Objections are advanced, and are now 
before me, it would be a Failure of Reſpect to her, and 
a Deſertion of my divine Maſter's Honour, if I did not 
attempt, at leaſt, to ſatisfy her Scruples, and vindicate 
his Conduct. I ſhall, therefore, with all Freedom, but 
with ſincere good Will, tranſmit my Sentiments on 
every Article of her Letter. 

And firſt, —with Regard to the little Aſſiſtance, which 
| have contributed, and which Mrs. * * * thinks worthy 
of her Acknowledgments; I beg of her to obſerve, 
that it is owing, wholly owing, to her adored Re- 
deemer. To him, to him alone, ſhe is obliged (if 
there be an Obligation in the Caſe) for this friendly 
Donation. He has been pleaſed to command this In- 
ſtance of my Gratitude, for his unſpeakably tender 
Mercies to my Soul. He has been pleaſed to declare, 
that he will look upon ſuch a Piece of Kindneſs as 
done to his own moſt bleſſed Self. This makes me, 

this 


* 
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this makes all Believers, glad to embrace every ſuch fta 
Occaſion, of ſhewing our Thankfulneſs to our infinitch So] 
condeſcending, gracious Lord. —PThe Action, which Wl 
Mrs. * *'s grateful Pen calls generous, does not ariſe, ſhe 
as ſhe expreſſes it, from any innate Nobleneſs of Mind hos 
I remember the Time, when this Heart was hard as the ſur 
Flint, and theſe Hands tenacious even to Avarice. But, 
it is Jeſus the quickening Spirit, and the Lover ot hin 
Souls, who has made your Friend to differ from his 
natural Self, If the flinty Bowels are melted into Com- 42 
paſſion, they are melted by a believing Conſideration "gy 
of his moſt precious Blood. If the avaricious Hands and 


are opened, and made ready to diſtribute, willing to _ 
communicate, they are made fo by the free Grace of wk 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore not unto me, not Wil" 
unto me, but unto the great and good Redeemer, are al c 
the Returns of Gratitude due. 25 

Is. 


« 'It is utterly inconſiſtent, fays Mrs. * , with my 
% Way of thinking, that the Son of God ſhould be 
{© preſent at a Wedding at all.” But why ſhould it be 
thought utterly ; why, in any Degree, inconſiſtent with 
his Dignity or Wiſdom, to be preſent at the Solemni- 
zation of an Ordinance, which he himſelf inftituted; 
inſtituted in the. State of Innocency itſelf ; inſtituted, 
for promoting the Happineſs of our Nature, and for 
perpetuating, with Regularity and Purity, its very Ex- 
iſtence ?—If our Lord opened his Commiſſion, and 
ſhewed his divine Credentials at a bridal Feſtivity, it 
was; in my humble Opinion, with a very peculiar Pro- 
priety. Becauſe, it was a ſignificant Intimation of the 
benign and amiable Genius of his Religion ; that he 
eame, not in the auſtere and recluſe Spirit of the 
Baptiſt ; came not to forbid, but to ſanctify, the lawful 
and truly valuable Comforts of our preſent Being. 
Mrs. * * pleaſes to conſult the Office of Matrimony, 
as it is celebrated by our Church, ſhe will find a v. 
ein: ſtanti 
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Antal Reaſon aGigned, for our Saviour's' gracing this 
0 Solemnity with his Preſence, and working bis firſt 
| Miracle on  this-Ocrafion, And the more attentively 
fe ſhe reads the Ser iptures, ſbe will find, in various Places, 
bow the Lon of God delights to hongue this ſacred In- 
+ WY ficution : ſince he calls himſelf the, Bridegroom of true 
u. Believers 5 and declares, that he will Betroth them to 
A linself in Righteouſneſs; ſince he ſhadows forth their 
" ſpiritual Union with his bleſſd Self, by that moſt en- 
1 jo a ine moſt indiſſoluble of Ties, the nuptial; and 

our the Satisfaction reſulting from his Goſpel, 
& —7 even the ſublime Enjoyments of the heavenly King- 
dom, by a Matriage-Feaſt. When theſe Things are 
of taken into Conſideration, I hope, it will appear, that, 
our holy Redeemer. acted entirely in Character, and 
conformably to the whole Tenour of his Revelation, by 
ennobling, by bleſſing, the matrimonial Feſtival with 
his Preſence. 


be But, « Such a Sort of Feaſt is in general a Scene 
be of Revelling,” —It is, I muſt acknowledge, too fre- 
ith WI quently ſo in our. Nation, and in our Age. But was it 
ni- Nala Scene of Revelling, offenſive to Modeſty, or 
d; Ncontrary to Sobriety, in earlier Times, and among the 
ed, ewißb People? There ſeems to be a Hint in this very 
for WI Narrative, that they were particularly careful to pre- 
'x- Neent all Manner of Indecency, or diſſolute Indulgence. 
nd For this Reaſon. they appointed a Governor of the 
Feaſt; a principal Part of whoſe Office was, to ſee that 
no Irregularities were committed; but that all was con- 
ducted with Decorum, as well as Economy. Beſides, 
it ſome of thoſe Feſtivities are perverted, will it follow, 
that all are abuſed? Might not there be ſome feriqus 
det of Neighbours, who knew how to be merry after 
godly Sort, ang, fulfil. the old Meſaical Rule of Re- 
picing before the Lord their God? I mylelf have been 


preſent 
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preſent at the Celebration of a Wedding, between 
Chriſtian Parties, and among Chriſtian Friends; when 
heavenly Converſation, and joyful Thankſgiving to the 
adorable Author of all our Comforts, made the chief 
and the choiceſt Part of our Entertainment.— And i, 
there not very evident Cauſe to ſuppoſe, that the Nuy. 
tials in Queſtion were conſummated between Perſons of 
ſuch a Character? The holy Jeſus, his devout Mother, 
and ſerious Diſciples, would ſcarcely have been i Invited, 
or would hardly have accepted the Invitation, if it wu 
an irreligious Couple, or a-wanton Aſſembly of Gueſt, 


But, In fuch a mixed Multitude, it 15 hardly ſup- 
poſeable, that all ſhould be ſerious in their Diſpoſitiong, . 
or innocent in their Converſation.” Would not then * 
the Preſence of ſo venerable and divine a Perſon ftrike WM ©. 
an Awe upon the moſt looſe Inclination ? Could not his g. 
eternal Power and Godhead controul the moſt aban- 
doned Temper, and ungovernable Tongue? He that 
intimidated the ſacrilegious Rabble, when they pro- g 
faned the Temple, and drove them before his ſingle C. 
Scourge : He that ftruck proſtrate to the Ground 1 c- 
whole Band of armed Men, only with his Word: He 
who had all Hearts in his Hand, and could turn then 
whitherſoever he pleaſed :—He would, doubtleſs, pro- 
hibit, at this J uncture, whatever might carry the Ap- 
pearance of an immodeſt or intemperate Freedom. 80 
that Mrs. * * * need not queſtion, but that, if any d 
the Company was diffolutely diſpoſed, the Authony 
of our Lord's Character, and much more the Agency 
of his Spirit on their Minds, Gd m_ effectually reſtrin 
all Licentiouſneſs. 


One would think, it is farther obſerved, he migit 


have improved ſome Occurrence or other, to their In- 
formation and Advantage.” —That this was not dont, Md 


is 5 taken for granted. I — becauſe the „ 0 


S SS ren. 0 
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does not expreſly record it. But is this a fair Deduc= 
don, or a ſatisfactory Reaſon? Are there not many 
mighty Works, which Jeſus performed, many edifying 
Conferences, which Jeſus, held, profeſſedly omitted by 
the inſpired Penman ?—Was not our Lord's Tongue 2 
Fountain of Wiſdom, ever flowing; and a Well of 
Life, never exhauſted ? When did that good Shepherd 
let lip an Opportunity of feeding the Flock ? He went 
to Feaſts, in the-ſame Spirit, and for the ſame Purpoſe, 
as he came into the World; to turn poor Mankind 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
unto God, The Sun might as well forbear ſhining, as 

this Sun of Righteouſneſs negle& to diffuſe healing 
Rays, and heavenly Knowledge all around. God's 
great Defign, in ſending his Son into the World, was, 
That ignorant and - ſinful Men might be 'reelaimed 
from the Error of their Ways, and be made wiſe unto 
Salvation. And our Saviour ſolemnly declares, that 
« he always did the Will of him, that ſent him.” If 
| therefore this Declaration be true, and if our Lord's 
Conduct was uniform, we cannot but conclude, that at 
Cana, as well as throughout all Galilee, his Mouth was 
exerciſed in Wiſdom, and his Tongue talking of Judg- 

ment. That the Words, which dropped from his gra- 

cious, his inſtructive Lips, were much ſweeter than the 
ncheſt Dainties which the Table yielded; much more 

reviving than even that generous Wine, produced. by a 
Miracle, which his divine Power, on this diſtinguiſhed 

Occaſion, wrought.— This reminds me of another Ob- 

ection, couched in the following Words. 


« It is harder yet to reconcile his Behaviour when 

there—to increaſe the Wine, when the Gueſts had well 
drunk, could tend to no other End, than to promote 
ad encourage Intemperance,” —Perhaps, Mrs. 
does not TY attend to the Narration of the 
Vor. II. N Evan- 


3 3 
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Evangeliſt. I do not find it aſſerted, that theſe Gueſy 
had well drunk. The Expreſſion is uſed, but appljed 
to other Perſons, and the Cuſtom uſual at other Care. 
monies of this Nature. I once was acquainted with 4 
worthy Gentleman, who frequently invited to his Table 
the young Perſons of his Neighbourhood ; and woulf 
take a Pleaſure in cultivating, by his Diſcourſe, the 
Principles of Sobriety, Induſtry, and Piety, in thei 
Minds. Now, in Caſe he had ſaid, after Supper wa 
removed, © I know very well, my honeſt Neighbour, 
it is cuſtomary with ſome Perſons of Fortune, te 

and to pride themſelves in making their Viſitants drunk; 
They puſh the Glaſs briſkly round, and preſs on: 
Bumper upon another, till they ſend their Gueſb 
ſtaggering to Bed.” But—Now would any one infer, 
from ſuch a Remark on the Practice of others, tha 
this was alſo the Practice at my Friend's Houſe ? To 
form any Concluſion, injurious to the Sobriety of thok 
Gueſts, ſeems to be much the fame illogical and un- 
reaſonable arguing.— But, ſuppoſing the Expreſſion 
applied to the Gueſts then preſent ; what is its Signif- 
cation? The original Word ſometimes fignifies no mort 
than to drink with ſo moderate an Indulgence, as in 
nocently to exhilarate the Spirits. It is uſed concerning 
Joſepb's Brethren, when they were treated in his Palace, 
and had Portions ſent from his Table, Gen. xliii. 14 


r 


Now, can any one, who is at all acquainted with the Fo 
Character of that exemplary Patriarch, imagine th * 
he would permit his Brethren, in his own Preſence, u * 
tranſgreſs the Rules of Temperance; much leſs cn by 


any one, who really believes in Jeſus, and ſeriouſſ 
conſiders the Deſign of his coming into the World 
allow himſelf to ſuſpe&, that he would furniſh fel MW turn 
Wine for thoſe, who (in the obnoxious Senſe of tle de. 


Word) had well drank already? Could he, who is ol 5 
|  Sandtific 
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eſs WY 5anctification, the Lord our Purifier, adminiſter-to out 
led inordinate Gratifications ? | a 4 
* « Yes, ſays Mrs. *, becauſe this Increaſe of the 


Wine could tend to no other End, than to promote 


a and encourage Intemperahce. Mrs. * * poflibly 
hs WY brgets, that the Jew Feſtivals were prolonged for 
ter BY fereral Days; that a freſh Succeſſion of Gueſts might 
= © expected; that very probably, a much greater Reſort 
"un of Company, than was provided for, might be ocea- 
lea BY foned by our Lord's illuſtrious - Preſence : that the 
ink: WJ miraculous Supply might be intended for their Accom. 
*. modation; of, that it might not be all ſpent on that 
ne Occaſion, but reſerved for the future Accommodation 
nf; of that married Couple. We read Jobn xxi. that the 
the WY Diſciples took, at one Caſt, a vaſt Multitude of great 


Fiſhes. But did they eat them all immediately? Then 
they would have been Gluttons indeed. They ufed 
for themſelves what was neceſſary ta ſatisfy their 
Hunger, and ſold the Remainder, to procure'a Liveli- 
hood, And why ſhould we not conclude; that the 
Bridegroom alſo, after a chearful, but temperate Re- 
freſhment of his Viſitants, preſerved the Remainder of 
that Wine for future Exigencies. This I take to be 
the Caſe ; and that our divine Maſter, by this Means, 
rewarded him for his Hoſpitality to himſelf and his 
Followers. At the ſame Time, giving a moſt conſpi- 
cuous Proof, that, as he and his Diſciples were hence- 
forth to have neither Store-houſe, nor Barn, but to 
ſubſiſt on the Charity of others, none ſhould be Loſers 
by entertaining him and his Friends: that every ſuch 


4 Many Commentators are of Opinion, that the Water was not 
turned into Wine in the Water-pots, but as it ran into the Cup, and 
the Liquor in the Water-pots remained Water ſtill ; if fo, which In- 
terpretation, without the leaſt Force, the Text will very well bear, 
the Lady's ObjeQion will appear to have leſs Strength yet. 


„ Kindneſs 
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Kindneſs ſhould meet with a full en of 
Reward. | 
e muſt not omit the rough 4 which he make; 
to his Mother upon this Occaſion ; which, I think, 
ſtands in Need of an Excuſe, though we find none in 
the Evangeliſt for it.” I do not wonder, that Mrs. 
is ſomewhat offended at this Expreflion. She is 1 
Lady of refined Taſte, and delicate Addreſs; and x; 
ſhe is not acquainted with the original Language, nor 
aware how the Phraſe ſounded in the Oriental Ears, her 
Remark is not to be looked upon as a cenſorious Re. 
flection, but as a Proof of the Politeneſs of her om 
Sentiments. However, when ſhe has an Opportunity 
of conſulting the ancient Writers, ſhe will find, that 
their Language had leſs of Compliment, and more of 
Sincerity, than ours. It was fo plain and artleſs, that 
Perſons of the beſt Breeding have addreſſed Ladies of Wl © 
the higheſt Quality by this very Name; and without oh 
intending any Slight, or giving the leaſt Affront.— 
She may remember, that the eleven Brethren, when 
pleading before the Governor of Egypt, . pleading for r 
their Liberties, or even their very Lives; when, i off 
ever, their Expreſſions would be moſt carefully guarded, pl 
and full of the utmoſt Reverence, yet uſe this (v 
modern Ears) uncourtly Style, The Man; meaning the 
_ Viceroy himſelf, Gen. xliv. 26.—Surely, Mrs. De 
cannot forget, that our Lord, in his laſt Moments, cal: t 
his Mother by the very ſame Appellation. Much let 
can ſhe ſuſpect, that he could be wanting in Reſpet 
and Tenderneſs, when his Concern for the Parent d 
his Fleſh triumphed over the Agonies of the Croſs, N 


Perhaps, the Subſtance of the Reply may be thougit 

ſomewhat unkind. I believe, it ſhould be tranſlated, 
« Woman, what haſt thou to do with me?“ bat is, ert 
in ſuch Inſtances as Ibis; wherein my Deity is con- po. 
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cerned, and an Interpoſition of my Omnipotence is re- 


quiſite. I would have thee to know, once for all, thar, 
ker in Affairs of this Nature, thou haſt no Authority over 
nk, me, neither does it become thee to direct me.—She 
in WY was overforward ; ſhe took much upon her; and the 
++ WY Anſwer was intended for a plain and ſerious Rebuke. 
l 4 Accordingly, the Sumble Mother, like one ſenſible of 
ber Miſconduct, acquieſces with ſilent Submiſſion ; and 
nor never offers (throughout the whole Courſe of the 
her WY Hiſtory) to interfere in ſuch a Manner any more; but 


leaves it to his Wiſdom to determine, both when his 
divine Power ſhould be exerted, and what it ſhould 
effect. 

« do not know how it happens, ſays Mes. 059 
but the more nearly I examine Matters of Faith, the 
further I am from aſſenting to them.” —Will it be 


that 
« of WI c<<ptable to my dear Friend's * , or will it be diſ- 
bon YN guſtful, if I attempt to tell her, how this, in the general, 


happens? She ſeems to be poſſeſſed of great Ingenuity 
of Temper, and equal Penetration of Mind ; there- 
fore, I cannot think ſhe will take amiſs, what I only 


n, offer to her impartial Conſideration, without any Ap- 
ded, {MY plication to herſelf.—lt happens, becauſe People are 
(0 unrenewed by the ſanctifying Influences of divine Grace. 


This is not my precarious Conjecture, but the infallible 
Declaration of the great Searcher of Hearts. The 
carnal Man, ſays the Wiſdom of Heaven, receiveth 
not the Things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
Fooliſhneſs unto him: neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” This was the 
ale with NMicodemus. Our Lord's Diſcourſe was a 
Riddle, was quite unintelligible to him, becauſe he was 
not born of the Spirit, had not experienced that ſacred 
hange on his Heart. Sometimes it happens, becauſe 
kerſons are wiſe in their own Eyes; depending more 


pon the Sagacity of their own Judgment, than upon 
| ck N 3 | the 
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the enlightening Grace of God. I thank: thee, 0 
Father,“ ſays our bleſſed Redeemer, | that wheres 
thou haſt hid theſe Things from“ (fuffered them to le 
hid, to eſcape the Diſcernment of) © the Wiſe and 
Prudent; thou haſt reyealed them unto Babes, By 
who are they, that are wiſe in their own Conceits? | 
+ anſwer, they, who. ſtudy much, but pray little. Who 
are often at their Deſk, but ſeldom on their Knee: 
Often exerciſe their Minds in Contemplatiens, bu 
ſeldom lift up their Hearts in earneſt Supplications u 
the Father of Lights. But I muſt not enlarge, I ſhal 
be unſufferably tedious. I myſt cordially commiſerm 
Mrs. * *'s afflicted Condition, I beg of her to he 
more e more importunate in her devout Ad, 
dreſſes to the gracious God. This is proper, peculiath 
proper for her diſtreſſed Circumſtances. t If any he 
-afidted, let him Pray,” is a Recipe preſcribed fron 
Heaven. But more eſpecially needful, for the unſettled 
State of her Mind. For let me ſay, and let it not i 
-looked upon as an unfriendly Saying, I cannot but ſen 
that Soul is ſadly unſettled, far from being fixed a 
that Rock of Ages, that only Foundation Jeſus Chrif 
who can ſuppoſe the bleſſed Redeemer chargeable wit 
ſuch great Indecencies of Speech, and ſtill groſſer In 
proprieties of Conduct? Can a Mind, which admit 
ſuch unworthy Apprehenſions of the great Inman 
rely on him as its all- ſatisfying Atonement, its compla 
Righteouſneſs, as the only Anchor of its final, etem 
Hopes? May the God of all Goodneſs reveal his di 
Son in her Heart, and in nine; that tous it may if 
given, to know the Myſtery of his Gaſpel ; that u 
may fee it to be the Wiſdom of God, and feel it tolf 
the Power of God to our Salvation. You will, I d 
ſay, heartily join your Amen to this important Requtl 
If any freſh Difficulties are ſtarted, I beg Leave 
Fain the, Province of 1 their Solution; 1 
_ 


] 
q 
| 
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would remit all future Inquiries to the much clearer 
udgment, and abler Pen, of our valuable Friend Mr. 
Dear Sir, pardon my Prolixity ; pray for my 
little Piece and its Author; and aſſure yourſelf of a 
willing and hearty e from, 


"Your wah, Se. 


LETTER XIX. 
On Arceptance with Gad. 


W:ftm- Feoell, May, 58 

185 my dear Friend the Letter, which, by his 
Inſtigation I write. I ſend it this Night, that if he 
diſcerns any Thing in it very improper, it may be re- 
turned by the Bearer, and the needful Alterations made. 
—Methinks, it gives a Perſon a taſteful Satisfaction to 
find Favour with judicious, and excellent Men. What 
a Tranſport of Delight muſt it create, to meet with 
the Acceptance of the great Judge, the eternal King, 
the Fountain of all Perfection? To be admitted into 
his immediate Preſence to be favoured with the 
brighteſt Manifeſtations of his divine Attributes to 
love him with all our Souls, and to be infinitely more 
beloved by him to be conformed to his glorious, his 
moſt amiable Image, and ſo much the more, as Ages 
in an endleſs Succeſſion roll on 
this is Bleſſedneſß this is Heaven. And this Life is 
in his Son—this Blefſedneſs is purchaſed for us Sinners 
dy the Obedience of Chriſt—to this Heaven Chriſt is 
the Way, the Door, the Paſſport. Oh! let us not 
doubt, but he will make us meer by his Spirit, for the 
lkeritance, which he has obtained by his Blood. = | 
Ever your's, &c. 


N 4 | LET. 


This is Life— 
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LETTER "a 


Various Ae on worldy Profyerity, that it is wt 
"FO "_ for a Chriſtian to rejoice. 


Bath, Augyt 2, 1743; 
Rev. Sir, 


SUNDAY haſt, I ee not to be at the Abbey 

Church, in the Afternoon. But converſing Yeſter- 
day with a Gentleman who was one of your Auditor, 
I deſired to have a ſummary Account of your Sermon, 
And truly he gave me ſuch an Account, as both aſto- 
niſhed, and grieved me. _ You dignified worldly Prof- 
perity at ſo extraordinary a Rate, and almoſt canonized 
the proſperous Man. Qn the other Hand, you vilified 
the glorious Jeſus in ſo ſcandalous a Manner, and ſe 
the incarnate Godhead to one of the moſt ignoble and 
abominable Offices. This made me encourage my 
Friend to draw his Pen, and ſend you a Word of Ad. 
monition. And when he declined the Taſk, I could 
not forbear undertaking it myſelf. For it would be 
unkind to you, Sir, to perceive you under ſuch grievou 
Miſtakes, and not warn you of the Error of your Wan 
Nor would it be leſs unfaithful to your Maſter, and w 
Maſter, to be informed of ſuch Preaching, and ſuffer 
it to paſs current without any Animadverſion. 


I I miſrepreſent you in any Particular, I am ready 
to retract. And if I have Truth on my Side, and you, 
reverend Sir, have ſpoken unworthy your ſacred Office, 
have diſhonoured the divine Redeemer, and perverted 
his everlaſting Goſpel, I truſt, you alſo will be ſo inge- 
nuous, as to condemn that offenſive Sermon to the 
F * and ſuch Doctrines to Silence and Darknek, 
For I affure you, it is-from no -natured Spirit of 2 

ticum, 


* a * 2 * 


eg. 


their Circumſtances were affluent, and their worldly 
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riciſm, no Moroſeneſs of Temper, or Fondneſs for 
Contradiction, but from a ſincere Concern for the Inte- 

reſts of true Religion, and the Honours of our common 

Lord, that I rake Leave to ſuggeſt the following Hints. 


] think you firſt exhorted People to rejoice, when 


Affairs proſperous ; you enforced this palatable Advice, 
by the Precepts of Scripture; and leſt it ſhould not be 
received with a proper Welcome, you further urged it 
upon your Hearers, by the Example of our bleſſed 
Saviour. In Oppoſition to this Strain of Teaching, 
permit me to obſerve, 


1. That worldly Proſperity i is no ſufficient Cauſe for 
a Chriſtian to rejoice. 

2. That it is oſten one of the foreſt Evil that can 
befal a Perſon. 


3. To ſketch out the true Nature of ſcriptural Proſ- 
perity or diſcover, what is that ſolid Ground 
for rejoicing, which the Oracles of God r recom- 


mend. 


Firſt, Worldly Profperity is no ſufficient Cauſe for re- 
foicing, becauſe worldly Things are empty and unſatiſ- 
faftory. That which is lighter than Vanity itſelf, cannot 
poſſibly give ſubſtantial Joy. If we build for Content- 
ment upon ſublunary Things, we rear our Edifice upon 
the ſinking Sand. You can no more bring Satisfaction 
out of any Thing created, than you can carve an Im 
out of the ' riſing Smoke, or fill your Belly with the 
Eaſt Wind. Thoſe, who rejoice only (and you, dear 
dir, aſſigned no other Cauſe for rejoicing) becauſe they 
have Abundance of earthly Things richly to enjoy, are 
like ſome bewildered and benighted Traveller, pierced 
with Cold, dripping with Wet, that leaps for Joy be- 
eauſe he finds a Glow-worm under the Hedge. 
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this is in no wiſe able to direct his wandering Feet, ty 
light him through the diſmal Gloom, or to warm his 
benumbed Limbs; no more than it is able to fipph 
the Place of the Sun, and dart its faint Glimmer th 
the Univerſe. —The Pleafures, which a ſuperior For. 
tune. furniſh. out, Oh how ſoon do they become ſtale; 
and pall upon the Appetite ! How eaftly may a'thou- 
ſand Accidents ſnatch them from our Embrace, or dah 
them to Pieces in our Arms]! How certainly muſt we 
forſake them in a very little Time; and when we haye 
taken a few more pleaſant Morſels, a few deliciow 
Draughts, eat and drink again no more for ever, And 
what a wretched diſproportionate Delight is this, for 
an immortal Mind, which is to ſurvive the Diſſolution 
of the Globe; which is to live unnumbered Ages, 
when all, that our Eyes have ſeen, is paſſed N and 
gone? 
Again: Worldly Profperity is m ſufficient Cauſe fer 
rejoicing, becauſe a* Perſon may poſſeſs this, and hou 
neither Faith, nor Grace. There is no Manner of Con- 
nection between Faith and Wealth. The Poor fre- 
quently receive the Goſpel, while Numbers of the Ric 
reje& their own Happineſs. And without Faith it i 
impoſſible to pleaſe God; it is unreaſonable and un 
 warrantable to rejoice, The Believer, indeed, ha 
Permiſſion; has a Privilege, yes, has a Patent, for re · 
Joieing, The Chriſtian has all Joy and Peace in be 
eving. All—you ſee here is a Mongpoly, F Faith has 
engroſſed this precious Commodity. None is to be 
procured, but from her. — And as for Grace, Talents 


of Gold may be in the Coffers, and not one Grain d 


Grace in the Heart. Thoſe who call whole Lordſhip 
their own, cannot, perhaps, ſay, that they. have received 
the Holy Ghoſt. And while they are deſtitute of ths 


divinc Principle, Lean call them nothing but Ht 0 
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You may add Illuſtrious, Right Honourable, and Wor- 
ſhipful, - if you pleaſe ; but ſtill chey are miſerable 
— unleſs Chriſt, the Hope of Glory, be formed 
in their Souls. 'TRe Holy Ghoſt, you know, Sir, is 
called the Comforter, becauſe it is his amiable Office | 
to adminiſter Conſolation to his People. He giveth 
Joy, and who can make Sadneſs ? But alas | if he with- 
draw his benign Influences, who or what can create 
Satisfaction? Silver Shoes may as well charm away the 
racking Pains of a goutified Foot, or golden Duſt 
quench the Thirſt of a parched Throat, as any worldly 
Abundance, as all worldly Plenty, beget real Joy, 
without the Communications of the comforting Spirit. 
Tou forget, Sir, the Prayers, which you daily offer 
up in the Congregation. In them, you acknowledge, 
« that the World cannot give Peace.“ And if not 
Peace, ſurely not Joy. If not the Fruit, ſurely not 
the Bloſſom. There is no Peace, faith. my God, to 
the Wicked.“ And all are wicked, who are void of 
Faith, and unrenewed by Grace. All run counter to 
the divine Declaration, who bid ſuch Perſons rejoice, 
though they ſhould have any Kind of ape Foe 
a carnal Heart can wiſn. | 
Once more: Worldly preperiy 7s u ffir Cauſe 


fag rejaicing; becauſe a Man may poſſeſs this, and be a 
Child of Wrath notwithſtanding. Providence often ſcat- 


ters temporary Things among the Tents. ef his Enemies. 
They have: Ct Children at their Deſire, and leave the reſt 
of their Subſtance for their Babes. Theſe are Huſks, 
which the Swine are permitted to eat. God's deareſt 
Servants, thoſe who are Heirs of Glory, are frequently 
ſen to be without any Share of them, while the moſt 
abandoned Sinners have them to the full. Lazarus has 
not a Houſe to lay his Head in, while the Voluptuary 
dwells in Apartments cieled with Cedar, and painted 
** Laaarus has „ — 

one 
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one Morſe of Meat, muſt be beholden to Charity fr 


the leaſt Crumb of Proviſion ; while his hard-hearted - 
Neighbour drinks Wine in Bowls, and eats the choicet P. 
of the Flock; is clothed in'Purple/and fine Linen, and im 
fareth ſumptuouſly every Day. — Who then can rationally Wl no 
rejoice in that, which is no Pledge of the divine Ac. Di. 
ceptance; which carries with it no Proof of our Re. Wl tio 
conciliation to that eternal Majeſty, whoſe Smile is in. fon 
conceivable Bliſs, whoſe Frown 1s inſupportable Woe? Die 
A wealthy and ſucceſsful Perſon, if he be conſiderat une 
as well as fortunate, muſt go Home from ſuch a Sermon Wl and 
arguing in this Manner: © The Preacher ſolicits me ] tha 
< rejoice' in my worldly Goods. But how can I find i hat 
ce Complacency in ſuch periſning Poſſeſſions, when, Di 
«perhaps, 1 may-be an Outcaſt from Heaven, ad and 
© have no Place in that Kingdom, which endureth ſor Wi call 
« eyer? How can I take Pleaſure in theſe Dainties, of. 
« which repleniſh my Table, when perhaps the heavy Wh and 
« Wrath of God may fall upon me, while the Meat is Wi fide 
cc yet in my Mouth. This ſumptuous: Furniture, this „ 
« glittering Equipage, theſe delicious Treats, how can Wl Wh 
I take real Satisfaction in them, when, for aught I core 
« know, 4 Hand- writing upon the Wall, may be de- ga 
4 nouncing my Doom? If God would lift up the Light dera 
of his Countenance upon me; if I was ſweetly aſcgr- Wl vec 
ee tained of his Good-will; then I could rejoice un- ¶ vo 
« feignedly. But as for theſe large Revenues, - and Were: 
« Tides of Succeſs, which are ſo much extolled by the WW <r2g 
Preacher, they may prove like the rich Paſtures tha they 
ce fatten the Ox for the Knife.” | In th 
Will. you have Patience with me, 0 if proce their 
to prove, 0 55 
r worldly Proſperity, i is ſo far from being an — 


adequate Cauſe for our rejoicing,' that it is frequently 


one of the . and molt [qulclyerous Evils.—Thi 
an 
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zm ſure was the Opinion of Archbiſhop Uſer. That 
moſt renowned and excellent Prelate, in his younger 
Days; had a continued Series of Proſperity. Haaltb, 
impaired by no Attacks of Sickneſs; Credit, ſullied by 
no Breath of Scandal; and Succeſs, interrupted by no 
Diſappointment,” or diſaſtrous Turn. And what Emo- 
tion did this occaſion in that devout and judicious Per- 
ſon's Mind? Did his-Hear: dance within him for. Joy? 
Did he bleſs himſelf on this Behalf ? No.—But he was 
under ſad Apprehenſions, left God had forſaken; him, 
and given him over to a reprobate Courſe, He feared, 
that his heavenly Father, becauſe he ſpared the Nod, 
hated the Child. That not being brought under the 
Diſcipline of Providential Correction, he was a Baſtard, 
and not a Son: of the Lord Almighty.— How diametri- 
cally oppoſite, was this Way of thinking, to your Way 
of Preaching! And whether it was not a very ſober 
and juſt Method of thinking, let the following Con- 
ſiderations determine. 1 HAR , e h 
Warldly Proſperity is apt to attach Men to earthly Things. 
When Succeſs ſwells their Sails, and all proceeds ac- |, 
cording to their Wiſh, Oh! how prone are we to diſ- 
regard Jeſus, and everlaſting Ages! Many are immo- 
derately fond of the World, becauſe they have ſwam 
ſweetly down the Stream of Proſperity; who, probably, 
would have been weaned from its Delights, and indif- 
ferent to its Goods, in Caſe they had toiled upon the 
eraggy Cliffs of ſome intervening Adverſity. When 
they walk always upon Roſes, and meet with no Thorns 
in their Paths, the Conſequence is an Acquieſcence in 
their preſent Station, and Remiſſneſs in ſeeking the 
Joys of an inviſible World. A Contentment in the 
Things, that are ſcen, without any Aſpirations after the 
Things, that are nat ſeen; is the moſt unhappy Con- 
U inon imaginable, - and is generally the Offspring of 
a Profecricy. Aud when this worldly Proſperity 
5 | | is 
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is fo highly rated in che Caleulations of che Pulpy 
but to glue our Affections more cloſely, and rivet then 
more inſeparably, to theſe Trifes of 4 Day * 


Again; Worldly Profperity is frequently a allein 


Evil, becauſe it is apt to male Men proud. They com 
in no Misfortune like other Folk, ſays the Pfalni 
« and this is the Cauſe, that they are fo holden with 
Pride. Proſperity is oſten a luſcious Poiſon: It bloay 
and puffs. Men up with an over-weaning Opinion u 
themſelves. It intoxicates the Mind, and makes i 
drunk with Self-conceit. It prompts People to iddlize 
themſelves, and contertin others. The intolerable Ar 
rogance of the Babyloniſþ Monarch, what was it owing 
to but his vaſt and uninterrupted Succeſs ?- He meaſute 
his Merit by the Length of his Purſe, and challenged 
a Veneration proportionable to the Extent of his Do- 


minions, -. This vile, rank Weed, thrives in the Hot: 


beds of Honour, Wealth, and carnal Pleaſure. Whereas 
it might never have reared its Head, in the . colde 
Climate of Tribulation, or Scantineſs of Circumſtance, 
Once more; Worldly Proſperity is frequently a per. 
nicious Evil, becauſe it renders Men carnally ſecure. l 
_ caſe-hardens the Mind againſt all the Threatenings, and 
makes it deaf to the | Invitations of he Wiſdom, 
It is a ſtupifying Potion, and lulls the Soul into a fati 
Forgetfulneſs of everlaſting Things. Thoſe; who ven 
luſty and ſtrong, in our Saviour's Days, joined with the 
impious Multitude in deſpifing the veiled Divinity : But 
thoſe, who were diſeaſed in their Bodies, or diſorderei 
in their Minds, with Eagerneſs fell proſtrate at his ſacred 
Feet, and implored his healing Hand. Perviſſent, i 
periiſſant.V ou cannot but have obſerved various Prob 
of this Remark in the Courſe of your Miniſtry. You 
muſt: have ſeen many Perſons, who rejected all you! 
6＋6— nas onathoan' 
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waſhed their Steps in Butter, and the Rock 
them out Rivers of Oil,” But how teachable were theſe 
once refractory W orldlings ?how willing to hear the 
Conſolations of the Goſpel, when their ſenſible Delights 
were periſhed. —— How defirous to be informed 
of a Happineſs in the Heavens, which fadeth not; when 
their carnal Pleaſures had made themſelves Wings, and 
were flown away. In the Gaiety of their Health, and 
Abundance of their Plenty, they were ſettled upon the 
Lees of Supineneſs. But, when the Scene was ſhifted, 
they cried out with Vehemence, What muſt we de to 
be ſaved ?”” This I myſelf have frequently remarked in 
the ſhort Compaſs of my Experience. Men, who 
were like an Tron Sinew in their flouriſhing Condition, 
have been- n eee n Reverk of 
Fortune. 

We ſee then, that the Profperity of this Wold is 
always dangerous z often pernicious ; and too frequently 
deſtructive. It yields Pleaſures that infatuate; Sweets 
that are impoiſoned ; Delights that ſtupify. Infomuch, 
that a Heathen could fay, Nibil infelicius 11h, cue niht 
felix contight. 

Here it may be aſked, Are We to take no el 
in our Portion on Earth? Muft we become 
melancholy, and go mourning all oer ona p36 ar, far 
from it. Religion allows us, Religion enables us, Re- 
gion requires us tobe joyful. Yea, it gives its faithful 
tte Acherents to rejoice with Joy unſpeakable, and full of 
But WY Clory.—But then it is founded on à Principle vaſtly. 
erd WY fuperiour to that, which you, Sir, thought fit to ſingle 
cred i out and diſplay. It fprings from a Source, and refts on 

vi * Baſis, which has no manner of Dependence on wortdly 
Circumſtances + This reminds me of another Point, I 
am engaged to clear up, viz. 

The true Nature of Scripraral Proſperity.— The Scrip- 
ture is a « ſpiritual Scheme. 6— are hat it 
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chiefly recommends, and from ſpiritual Evils, it chiefly 
deters. Chriſt's Words are Spirit: tending to male 
Men not carnally minded, but ſpiritually minded: 9 
render them ſpiritual in their Underſtandings, ther 
Affections, their Conduct. Inſomuch that one need 
not ſcruple to affirm conſtantly, that the Holy Scriptur 
never calls that State, a State of Proſperity; which iz 
not grounded on the Favour of God: Nor ever en. 
courages People to rejoice in any Thing, till they are 
(1.) reconciled to God, (a.) intereſted in Chriſt, 
and (3.) renewed by the Holy Ghoſt ; which, I think 
conſtitute the ſcriptural Proſperity ; and I am ſure, ar 
the Ground-werk of all H appineſs.— Firſt for. Recon. 
liation 10 God. His Favour is better than Life; Lik 
itſell is worthleſs, and, conſequently, all its Enjoyments, 
without this prime fundamental Bleſſing. - For thi 
Cauſe, the Prince of Peace bled to Death, that the 
Hand-writing of Guilt might be blotted out ; that the 


_ Wrath of God might be appeaſed; od aaron. who 


were Enemies, might be brought near through -hi 
Blood. This is the Door to all Good. Enter in by 
this Gate, ye Sons of Men, or elſe you will inevitabh 
miſcarry in your Search after Felicity. If you ſeek for 
Bliſs, and bottom not your Expectations on this Rock, 
you are ſure to be, diſappointed of your Hope. I ca 
no more have true Comfort in any Poſſeſſion, till I have 
ar 2046 50% through my Redeemer's Paſſion, than that 

rtunate Captive could rejoice in the royal Banquet 
1215 was before him, when a ponderous Sword edged 
and unſheathed, was hanging by a ſlender Thread, and 


1 ſhaking every Moment over his Head. ad. An Inter 


in Chriſt, This 1 is another Pillar to ſupport our Felicity, 
T Beete +: our bleſſed Lord, directing us in the Way u 
ood, ſays, .* Seek ye firſt the Kingdom « 


God, and his Righteouſneſs.” The everlaſting King: 
dom of Heaven as the End, and the imputed Rightcos 


neb 
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ness of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Way. Till the one is our 

au Poſeſon; and 'the' other'our certain Reverſion, 
we may Took for real Satisfaction, but ſhall find none. 
Apply to all the Creatures; rifle all their Charms: taſte 
all their Sweets; you will perceive them to be al 

ohter than Vanity itſelf ; without an Union with Chriſt, 
ind an' Eſtabliſhment in his Merits.— 3d. Renovation of | 
Mind, is another Ingredient of the Profpetity delineated 
n Scriptiire; Till the Soul be ſanctified, it is in a State 
of grievous Diſorder: like a Body, all whoſe Bones are 
out of Joint. And, Oh! what Joy can be taſted in 
ſoch a Condition? Till divine Grace have the Aſcendant 
within us; till the Kingdom of God be ſet up in our 
Hearts; we are in Bondage to Corruption. Vile Aﬀecz 
tions domineer over us. The Devil and our - own Luſts 
ply the Tyrant in our Breaſts. We are like Slaves 
under a galling Yoke, and like Lepers under a noiſome 
Diſtemper. Therefore the P/almift ſays, «© When I 
15 awake up after tby Likeneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied with it.“ 
© þ Till hy Image be reinſtamped upon my Heart, I 
*. never expect to ſee Good.” © While we are in the 

bond of Iniquity,” we muſt infallibly be in the Gall of 
Bitterneſs.” 

This is the Profpetity celebrated in the Scriptures. 
Of this. every Believer is a Partaker; and you will 
pleaſe to remember, that every Exhortation to EG 
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18 which we meet with in thoſe inſpired Books, are ad- 
e to ſuch Perſons only. They give not the lead 
— nvitation to any one, no nor the leaſt Licence, to reſt 


latisfied, much leſs to rejoice, till they are brought into 
ſuch Circumſtances of Reconciliation with Heaven, and 
Renovation of Mind. Nor have you, Sir, any Warrant 
v fey” ro yourſeff, oe People, Soul take thine 
4, dra And be merry, becauſe thou haſt much 
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ſuch Concluſions. They: ſtyle all the Unregenerate, 
Fats And to {uch, worldly Abundance is hat Matter 
Mirth, but Matter ſor Ruin. For the Proſperiij 
of Fools ſhall deſtroy them. Be they grand as Nat 
cbaduezgar, in as much Afﬀiuence as Abaſuerus, honoured 
Herod; was by the applauding Multitude, yet every 
rus of Scripture. ſays to them, as Febu;to:1Joran'; 
Meſſenger; << What haſt thou to do with Peace. ! "And, 
however, ſome, ſmooth-tongued Preachers may fart 
and cajole them in their Pomp; however, they may 
propheſy ſmooth Tlungs, and ſolicit them to rejoice 
on fuck a Footing, as the Lord, has not made a G 
for, rejoicing ;- yet an Apaſtle beſpeaks chem in ven 
different Language; Go to now, ye rich Men, weep 
and howl.” The Teacher ſent from God has other 
Tidings to tell them, « Woe unto yon that are rich, 
that are full, for ye have your Conſolation, ye. ſhal 
hunger hereafter.” And, in another World, they may 
bear this awful Admonition ſounding. in their Ear, 
* Son, temember that Thou in thy Life-time recoivedt 
ally good Things: thoſe which thou accountedſt good, 
not that they; really were good. But only appeared fo, 
to thy diſtempered Judgment, and vitiated Taſte, 
Surely, Sir, it muſt have been perfectly prudent, or 
rather abſolutely neceſſary, to caution; your Audience 
againft ſo fatal a Miſtake : eſpecially ſince they conſi 
of. the gay, the grand, the pleaſurable. A wigilat 
Miniſter would certainly give them to underſtand, du 
Wealth and Plenty is, by no Means, the Profperiy 
which the Spirit of God commends. That Joy, witi- 
out the Loving kindneſi of the I. ord, is a mere Chimen. 
That none are entitled to this Medicine of Life, but 
thoſt, h can lay their Hand upon chair Hearts, and 
day; weich a-Buith unfeigned, My Sins ae all forgive, 
the Atonement” of the flaughtered:Lamb ; m 
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Jeſus Chriſt dwells i in me. This is that, which juſtifies, 
which produces Joy. Then, indeed, and not till then, 

the Wiſe Man's Advice may be thy Practice: “ Go 
thy Way, eat thy Bread with Joy, and drin thy Wine 

with a merry Heart, for — — both theeʒ 

and thy Works. Then thou mayeſt take Comfort in 
thy earthly Accommodations, as fo many little Appen 
dages of thy Bliſs 3 not as the Eſſence, which conſtitutes 
it; but as the Cement; which ſerves to fill up ſame 

little Interſtices; and render the whole ſomewhat more 

compact. And even, in this Caſe, our bleſſed Maſter, 

(who bid his Diſciples not to rejoice, becauſe the Devils 
were ſubject unto them, but becauſe their Names were 
written in Heaven) would, probably caution us not to 
rejoice, beeauſe we have all worldly Things copiouſly 
to enjoy, yay da we are Perdoned, Juſtified, and 
ſanctified. 

Upon * hole. Suppuſe worldly Proſperity » was 
not oftentimes a moſt miſchie vous Evil, which it un- 
doubtedly- i5;—Suppoſe it was a ſubſtantial Ground for 
Chriſtian rejoicing, which it really is not. —Suppoſe this 
was the 'Scriptural Proſperity, which Notion is, I truſt, 
luſiciently &proved.—In a Word, ſuppoſe the whole 
Tenour of your Doctrine to be true, whereas it ſeems to 
de palpably falſe: yet what Good; in the Name of 
Wonder, can you poſſibly propoſe by ſuch .Preach- 
ments? Tou cannot but be ſenſible, that we are all 
froagly addicted to inferiour Things. We are already 
wo fond of worldly Goods, too impetuous in our Purſuit 
of ſenſual Gratifications. We want, we extremely want 
Curb to check our Career, and you clap a Spur. i in 
our Sides. Tou employ your Eloquence as a Provg- 


ctive;' in a Caſe that cries- aloud for Reſtrictives. 
Alas] Sir, you have no Occaſion to puſh the headlong 
Torrent 1—But 1 have done with this Point: have no- 


[ting mare 46 «dd oper this Head: unleſs it be to re- 
O 2 _. commend 
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ecommend to your ſerious Conſideration, that ala 
Verdict, pronounced by infinite Wiſdom, „He chat 
liveth in Pleaſure, is dead while he liveth”” Dead ts 
God, dead to Grace; a dead Chriſtian, though a living 
Animal. Compare, reverend Sir, his Decleration vis 
the Tendency of your Doctrine. Then, I aſſure my. 
ſelf, you will not redden with Indignation at theſe plain 
Remonſtrances. But rather, (as I ſhould in ydur Caſe) 
turn pale with Grief,' at your paſt” Teachings; and 
tremble with Fear, for the Conſequences of them. 
Thus much for your Divinity :- Now, Sir, if you 
aſe for your Logic. We have canvaſſed your Doctrine; 
us next conſider the Argument, with which you 
eſtabliſh it. This is, if poſſible, ten thouſand Times 
more exceptionable than the Tenet itſelf. For aſte 
having told your Audience, that the carnal Delight, 
which you ſo earneſtly preſs to take, is agreeable” tothe 
Reaſon. of Things, is conſonant to the Deſigns of Pro- 
vidence, you think proper to add, that it is alſo coun- 
tenanced by our Saviour's Example. Since, ata-certain 
Marriage-Feaſt, when the Wine fell ſhort, he wrought 
2 Miracle, and furniſhed them with a freſh-Supply'm 
Purpoſe, that the Mirth might nat die. This was your 
Expreſſion. And, ſurely, a more ſhocking one never 
came from a Preacher's Lips. Was ever ſo abject and 


ſcurvy a Reaſon aſſigned for one of the moſt illuſtrious 


Actions? Could any debauched Libertine, at a drunken 
Club, have derogated more contumeliouſly from tie 
Dignity of our Lord's Behaviour ? Jeſus, the Mirrour 
of Purity, the Fountain of Wiſdom, of whom it ö 
teſtifſed, < that he did all Things well: — This vit 
and glorious Being is repreſented, not by an abandonei 
Sot, but by a Miniſter of the Goſpel, as exerting hi 
Omnipotence to prolong a merry Bout. Oh! chat i 
might not be told in Gath, or publiſhed in the.Streeb 
of Aſtelen! But, —fugit irrevecabile Verbum; you 9 
4 ; I 
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revoke the Words. The only Reparation you can 
wake to the injured Jeſus, or the offended Chriſtian, 
is to give us a Sermon of Recantation ; and antidote 
the Poiſon that has been propagated.” 

But, I would hope, it is too groſs to ſpread, ** That 
the Mirth may not die, is an Aſſertion, which muſt 
ſtartle every Hearer. Why this a common Vintner 
might have prevented, as well as an Almighty Being, 
A few Flaſks, from the Tayern would have anſwered 
this End. Moſt ignoble Purpoſe! Unworthy, alto- 
gether unworthy ſo auguſt, divine, and admirable Perſan, 
—Oh! what a Handle does this yield to Infidels for 
profane Banter ! That Jeſus ſhould deſcend from the 
Heaven of Heavens, and come into the World, veſted 
with uncontroulable Power, on fo poor, groveling, ang 
ſordid an Errand! That a Part of his Buſineſs, in the 
State of Humanity, ſhould be to guard againſt ſuch idle 
Mirth, as. owes its Birth to a Bottle ! The Soldiers, 
that tripped our Lord of his Apparel, and mocked his 
facred Perſon; that ſpit upon his bleſſed Fape, buffetted 
his divine Head, and loaded him with all Manner of 
Scurrilities and Indignities ; did not commit in my 
Opinion) ſo- flagrant an Abuſe, as a modern ee 
in one of his ſtudied ſolemn Harangues. They took 
him to be a meer Man; they pronounced him a vile 
Man; and, therefore, offered him ſuch opprobrious 
Affronts. But you, Sir, acknowledge him to be God; 
you-know him to be infinitely wiſe, and yet make him 
Lequey to the moſt errand Trifles, a Prudge to Men's 
carnal Indulgences.— Suppoſe, both our Houſes of Par- 
lament, after the matureſt Deliberation, ſhould employ 
the whole Army of the Nation, to clear away all Ob. 
ſru&jons” for a Butterfly in her flowery Range, or to 
ke-that'a ſilly Kitten go on unmoleſted in her ſpo 1 
Cambols ; would you extol the Wiſdom of our Senato 
Would you not ery Shame upon their Conduct? Now, 
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your Aſſertion is. full as depreciatory to tie oonſumme 


Prudence, and exemplary Purity of our divine Maſter: 
ſince you Tex them both on Work, joined with hix 
irreſiſtible Might, only to furniſh” oũt a little” more 
Galety, a little more Laughter, to a Set of Chrouſen, 

wan. you deſcribe as pretty well in for it aireddy, © 


« 'That the Mirth mivhbt not die!“ that is, That thok 
whb were already made merry with Liquor, might go 
on in their joyial Delights : till they added Drunken- 
neſs to their Thirſt. For when People are thus exhi- 
larated, to take freſh Draughts, and pour down more 
Wine, muſt indeed make them, as a profeſſed Scorner 
profanely expreſſes ' himſelf, on this very Occaſion, 
more than Half Seas over. So that when you give an 
evaſive Flouriſh or two, and would have your Hearen 


ED to believe, that you are no Advocate for Intemperance, 


ft is plain, you are only complimenting the Cauſe of 
Sobriety. This Interpretation put upon our Lord's 
Conduct, knocks all ſuch ſham Pretehces on the Head, 
For, if he wrought the Miracle with ſuch a View, and 
for ſuch” Sort of People, all the World cannot clear 
him from being a Promoter of Exceſs ; and if he did 
not, All the World cannot acquit you, Sir, from the moſt 
abuſive Miſrepreſentation of your Redecmer. 


WF That the Mirth might not die What could a lewd 
Rake have done at his riotous Table, worſe than tha, 
which you aſcribe to the Pattern of all PerfeQion? 
My Blood grows chill: my Thoughts recoil at ſo 
horrid a Poſition. Any Gentleman, of tolerable Ser 
ouſneſs, when he perceives his Friends are got mem 
with his Drink, would rather withdraw the Glaſs, than 
add Fuel to the Flame. For my Part, I ſhould think 

yſelf an Abettor of Exceſs, and little better than 
Fin p for Debauchery, if, when Men are merry in thei 
Cups I ſhould ſupply them with Means of driving " 
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the wanton Humour. And yet,—be amazed, O ye 
Heavens, and be horribly afraid, 0 Earth | a Miniſter; 
in the Midſt of a thronged Congregation, charges this 
yery Practice upon the moſt immaculate Lamb of God! 
Oh! Sir; how could be, who came to be our Sanc- 
fication, adminiſter to our inordinate Gratifications ? 
How could he who has enjoĩned us not to make Provi- 
Gon for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof, be inſtru- 
mental to continue a luxurious Revel ? Bleſſed Jeſus, 
ſurely that is fulfilled which was ſpoken by thy Prophet, 
Thou art wounded in the Houſe of thy Friends. Thy 
Character is debaſed, thy Doctrines adulterated, 
thoſe, who profeſs thernſelves Adorers of the one, and 

of the other. Oh! that ever the Chriftian 
Pulpit ſhould become a Porch to the Temple of 
Bacebus ! and a Chriſtian Preacher act — Part of a 
Purveyor for the Tipling-houſe! 


Do you intend to; pleaſe, Sir, or to profit your Audi- 
ence, by theſe Admonitions ? Tou can pleaſe none 
but Men of corrupt Minds, whoſe God is their Belly, 
who mind earthly Things. You can profit none. but 
thoſe, whoſe Heaven is to be found in the Juice of 
the Grape, They can ſerve no other End, but to give 
z Sort of Sanction to their Extrayagancies. Your | 
Lectures, perhaps, may be recollected with Applauſe - 
on the Ale-bench, and pleaded among a Circle of jolly 
Topers. But I affure you, Sir, they are heard by the 
ſerious and devout, with the utmoſt Sorrow, and- with | 
equal Deteſtation, Their Fars are wounded, and their 


Hearts bleed, under the Sound. . ** W 
Doctrines. 


May I now heat ee ates, 
with Regard woche Paſſage ol Seripture,) * 
| 27 41 une ren At 
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As to the Mirth you ſeem. ſo. fond of, theres m. 
0 of it ĩn the ſacred Narrative. For Chriſt went 
not about to ſpread the Laugh among his Cotnpany, 
— make them ſerious, ſober, and wiſe unto Salva. 

If he vouchſafed his Preſence at Entertainments, 
n it was with a gracious 
Deſign of inſtructing and converting them in their oun 
Houſes. He came to Feaſts in the ſame Spirit, and 
for the ſame Purpoſes, as he came into the World: 
To turn poor Mankind from Darkneſs into Light, and 


from the Power of Satan, unto God: So that none can 


imagine, when be was in the Room, that there could 


be any Thing like that licentious Diverſion, which too 


generally prevails in our merry Meetings. If they did 


0 rejoice, they rejoiced, doubtleſs, after a godly Sort, 


They rejoiced in the precious: and inſtructive Word, 


that dropped from Chriſt's Lips, as Sweets from an 


Honey-comb. They rejoiced to have fo divine a Pro- 
phet raiſed up unto God's People, and to have the 


Honour of fo illuſtrious a Perſonage amongſt them 
They rejoiced, without all peradventure, to ſee, and 


; hear, and handle the Word of Life. 


As for that Expreſſion, which we tranſlate well drunk, 


bvb, profane Wits, 1 know, raiſe mighty 


Triumphs upon it: but, in Truth, they are Babel. 


buildings, and Proofs of nothing but their own Folh, 
They thereby give Us to underſtand, that their Want 
of Senſe is as unqueſtionable, as their Malignity to 
Chriſtianity. For, ſurely, they muſt be full as errut 


Idiots, as they are ſhameleſs Sots, who can offer u 


fetch the leaſt Shadow of a Plea for riotous Indulgences 


from this Paſſage. Since, let the Meaning of the Won 


be ever ſo looſe and exceptionable, yet nothing can be 
concluded from thence, againſt the Economy and 


£ 


Decorum of that Entertainment, becauſe the Governot 
ſpeaks only of the uſual Cuſtom at other Treats, He 
> a ln 


S8. FS. EE FSS Zerg F S. 2s SSS 


EFS F OGS. SSS g. E 923 


=> on So Kar XLS NFP SFA ES ES L KSS FF 8 


DT A K 


2 
2 


MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS 20 


fays not a Word, good or bad, of the Gueſts that were 
at that bridal Feſtival. It muſt, therefote, be, 
not only precarious, but ridiculous and abſurd; to-infer 
the diſorderly Proceedings of thoſe People, from what 
the Ruler obſerves concerning others. I once was ac- 
quainted with a worthy Gentleman, who frequently in- 
vited to his Table the young Perſons of his Neigh- 
bourhood; and would take a Pleaſure in inſtilling or 
cultivating in their Minds the Principles of Sobriety, 
Induſtry and Piety. Now in Caſe, he had ſaid, after 
Supper was removed, © I know very well, my honeſt 
Neighbours, it is cuſtomary with ſome Perſons of For- 
tune, both. to pleaſe and pride. themſelves in 
their Viſitants drunk. They puſh- the Glaſs briſkly 
round, and preſs one Bumper upon, another, till they 
ſend their Gueſts ſtaggering to Bed.” But,—now, 
would any one be fo ſtupid, as to infer from this Ac- 
knowle ent of the Pridiice af others, that this was 
alſo the Practice of my Friend? Yet this they may do, 
vich as much Juſtneſs and Solidity of . 9 5 as 
deduce any Maxim in Favour of Exceſs from the 8 
of the Architriclinus (or Maſter of the Feaſt.) ./ 
Evident, 'I think, it is, that this Expreſſion, ka: 
ever be its exact Import, is in no wiſe referable to the 
Condition of thoſe Gueſts ; ſo that we allow. our Ad- 
verſaries too much Advantage, by admitting any of 
their Remarks upon its Signification. We ſhould wick 
this Weapon out of their Hands, which they brandiſh 
fo formidably, rather than guard againſt its Strokes.— 
But, in caſe, it was applicable to them; yet it is moſt 
monſtrous, to ſuppoſe it ſignificant of the leaſt Devia- 
tion from Temperance. For had we not known the 
Company to be of the moſt exemplary Behaviour, and 
heavenly-minded Spirit: had they been a Parcel of 
ineligious and lewd Fellows, inſtead of the Virgin- 


Mother, and the Redeemer's Diſciples, yet it would be 


impoſlible 
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impoſſible to conceive, that any Thing, Wich had the 


. leaſt Approach towards Surfeiting and 'Drunkennek, 
ſhould be tolerated, when Jeſus himſelf was in the 
Midft of them. Before ſo venerable and divine a Per. 
ſon, they would not dare to allow themſelves in y 
miſbecoming or Indecences of 
. —— — 
or impetuous, his eternal Power and Godhead would 
have reſtrained them. , who intimidated” the facri. 
legious Rabble, when they the Temple, and 
drove them before his fingle Scourge; He, who ſtruck 
n a whole Band of armed Men, 
only with his Word; He, who had all Hearts in his 
Hand, and could manage them as be pleaſed; would, 
doubtleſs, have forbid, at this ns por bor. 
W eee uh 2 2-4 


Should any one inquire, For what Cat then did 
Chriſt work this Miracle, if not to revive the dying 
Mirth ?—T anſwer, ſeveral noble Reaſons are aſſignable 
and obvious. 


© One; in furniſh @ Supply for freſs cc which os 
theſe Occafions were continually pouring in. That the 


Feaſt might be prolonged to. its uſual Period, and al, 
that came, might be moderately refreſhed. For I can 
by no Means, imagine, that his, freſh Supply was, in- 
tended for thoſe, who had cheered themſelves already 
with a ſufficient Quantity. This indeed 1s what you 
Sermon takes for granted, or elſe your Application is 
frivolous and impertinent. But I promiſe myſelf, when 
you give it a ſecond Conſideration, you will wonder, 
how ſo unworthy a Thought come into your Mind; 
and be ſorry, that it ſhould ever proceed from your Lips 
Since it is ſo intirely repugnant to the whole Charadter, 
Conduct, e of our e 1 


. S a 4 Ds Awothi 


SD BR gg go rt i m mo oo yg Fm” 


SPASS. 2” 


” 
6, 
he 


” 


KEB rrEATEARTS 


5” 09. a: 


= ESP SER 


SS AAA 8 


MISCELLANEOUS LETTERY roy 


— — be to tewird ibe married Pair, 
for their "Hoſpitality 40 bimſeif,n.attd bis Followers. ». To 
give earl Notice to the ; World, that none ſhould be 
Loſers by ſhewing Kindneſs to him or His. That 
erery Piece of Reſpect paid to Jeſus, and every Kind- 
nes exerciſed towards his Family, ſhould meet with a 
full Recompence of Reward. Thus did he prepare an 
extenſive Fund for. thoſe, who had forſaken: Houſes, 
Lands, Relatiom, and their earthly All, for his Sake: 
Prepare a Fund for their Subſiſtence, by diſpoſing 
People to entertain and. accommodate them, when theyß 
ſhould be ſent forth, e g 
in their Purſes. | 


Another Cauſe; (and thr which 8 reiarkel by the 
holy Hiſtortan,) was, 10 manifyft forth bis Glory, To 
give a moſt conſpicuous Diſplay of his Meffiahſhip. 
He opened, as it were, his Commilſion, and ſhewed 
his divine ee Which was: done with perfect 
Propriety, in a public Manner, before more Spectators 
than his own Attendants. - And whatever Effect it 
might have upon others, it confirtned the Faith pf his 
Diſciples. | Seeing this inconteſtible Proof of his Mil 
ſion, it is ſaid, They believed on him: and were thence» 
forth inviolably attached to his Perſon and Miniſtry. 


Other Reaſons may be ſuggeſted, and thoſe exceed. - 
ing found and uſeful. Such as point out a noble and 
deep Significancy in this. Miracle ; make it rich with 
dvine and fpiritual Meaning: and, upon this Footing, 
a more delicious Feaſt for our Souls, than Wines of 
the fineſt Flavour, and moſt generous Quality, are to 
our animal Nature. 

For Inſtance ; It might ignify the ſuperior Rickoeſs 
of thoſe Comforts, which his Goſpel was introduci 
into the World. That they exceeded thoſe broached 
by Moſes, and the Law, as much as the pure Blood of 

the 
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the Grape, excels the Water of our common Well, 
That his Fleſh. and Blood would be a ſovereign Source 
of Alacrity and Conſolation to his People; gladden 
and revive their Hearts, like ſome exquiſite Cordial 
ſtrengthen and invigorate theis —— ike the beſt 
bodied Wines. l 
This particular Seaſon of a Martiage Cervriion, 
was probably choſen, in order to intimate the Neceſ. 
ſity of being eſpouſed and united to- Chriſt, - before we 
can be Partakers of theſe evangelical Delights. Dj. 
vorced we miſt be from our old Huſband, the Law; 
divorced from the Covenant of Works; and no longer 
wedded, by Self- opiniativeneſs, to our own Righteouſ. 
neſſes; but married, by the Bond of a lively Faith, to 
that everlaſting Bridegroom, in order to taſte thoſe 
Comforts, and have our Share in thoſe Joys, 
A Reaſon fixed upon by our Church js, That Chriſ 
would hereby put an Honour upon the matrimonial 
State; by gracing the Solemnity with his ſacred Com- 
pany, and performing his firſt public Miracle on this 
Occaſion. A fine Admonition this, to-render us more 
than ordinarily ſolieitous, to have the fayqurable Con. 
currence of Jeſus, both when we deviſe, and when we 
take, ſo important a Step. Becauſe, the [Tranquillity 
and Happineſs of our ſubſequent Life depends, very 
much, on this Alteration of our Condition. Tha 
we ſhould, by all Means, marry in the Lord; and im- 
plore his ſpiritual gracious Preſence at the hems 
which will improve the Adyantages, and ſanctify the 
Enjoyments, of that comfortable State; will, as it i 
delicately figured out in the Metaphor, Tum our Water 
into Wine. 
It might alſo be intended to remind us, That the 
Comforts, even of animal Life, were recovered by the 
ſecond Adam, as they were forfeited by the firſt Adun. 


When our firſt Parents were guilty of Rebellion ue 


ell 
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their Maker,” they loſt all Right to the valuable Pro- 
ductions of Nature. This, indeed, was their 

originally :ſertled' "Upon" them; but by their Diſloyaley 
it became confiſcated. Juſtice ſeized upon their Inhe< 
ritance, and Vengeance ſaid, : « | Curſed be the Ground 
for your Sakes.” Chriſt, in this Exigency, immedi- 
ately interpoſed ; took off the Attainder, and reſtored 
to poor Adam and his Poſterity, the precibus Fruits of 
the Earth. Theſe Bleſũngs, derived from Chriſt's 
Mediation, were very properly recognized at a Wed- 
ding; becauſe, ſtraitway after the Marriage of the firſt 
Couple, they were alienated and ſequeſteret. 


This, Sir, is a Way of expounding our Redeemer's 
Miracles, well worthy your Conſideration, if not your 
Imitation. In this Light they appear, not bree 
many Witneſſes of his being the Meſſiah, but fo ma 
lying Mirrours of his mediatorial Mercies. In whic 
we diſcern a moſt expreſſive Figure. of thoſe wiel 
good Things, which we extremely want, and thay fully 
enjoy through Jeſus Chriſt —The marvellous Things 
brought to paſs by the Agency of Prophets, Apoſtles, 
and holy Men of old, were indiſputable Vouchers for 
their being ſent of God. But our Redeemer's Works 
had a farther Excellency, and anſwered a diviner End. 
They held forth and preſented, even to the Senſes, 2 
moſt ſtriking Pattern of thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, which 
Sinners may enjoy through their Saviour. Thus, when 
he cured the Man born blind: What did this ſignify 
but his healing the Blindneſs of our Underſtandings, 
and pouring the Day of his glorious Goſpel upon our 
nternal Sight ?-—When he made the poor Paralytic 
ſtrong and vigorous, that was not able to 8 himſelf 
on his Bed, or to uſe his Limbs: What a liyely Em- 
blem was here, both of our Diſeaſe, and his ſovereign 
Help? Of our Diſeaſe, * we are utterly impo- 

dent 


806 MESCELLANEOUS LETTERS; 


tent to do a good Work, or think a good Thought, 
of his ſovereign Help, whereby we are enabled to do 
all Things, through Chriſt ſtrengthening: us; enabled 
to bolieve through his Grace, and to mortify our Cor. 
ruptiom through his Spirit Was not the filthy Leper, 
a true Picture of our Loathſomeneſs, through original 
Defilement, and actual Tranſgreſſions? And when our 
Redeemer diſdained not to touch this noiſome Crea. 
ture, and make him perfectly clean; how appoſitely 
did this Image point out the Condeſcenſion of his 
Goodneſs, in undertaking our Redemption; and the 
Efficacy of his Blood, in accompliſhing our Puritice I . 
tion ?—I might go through- the whole Series of ou Wl ;, 
Lord's Miracles, and diſeover in them a moſt ſignif Fa 
cant and complete Portraiture of all Manner of ſpiritul Bi nf 
Bleſſings.—But the foregoing Inſtances ſhall ſuffice, BY ge 
F rom theſe Hints, we. may diſcern an adorable Depth 
of Deſign: unſearchable Treaſures of Contrivance, x 
well as Beneficence, in thoſe Operations of his mighty 0 
Power. Which noble Peculiarity gives them a val Ic 
Pre-eminence above all the Miracles in Egypt, and the 

Wonders in the Field of Zoan. Renders them ſo 
many fine Repreſentations of the Deliverances and Pri- 
vileges, enjoyable through our ever bleſſed Immanuel. 
In a Word, renders. them a Kind of Goſpel that ad- 
dreſſes itſelf even to our Eyes; and ſo moſt wiſely cal 
culated, both to direct our Hopes, and ſtrengthen ou 
Faith, in the incarnate God. 


. I am, &c. 
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LETTER I. a 
On the Death of bis 2 Brodie ! 


My very dear Friend, " 


* OUR laſt found me on the recovering + Hand, | 
N Strength and Spirits, _ gh by flow 


* oe Alter I received your NN a Meſſenger 


came” from London, bringing us the alarming News, 
that my youngeſt Brother was extremely ill. My 
Father's Bowels yearned, and his Heart bled; but the 
lufitmities of Age, and an unweildy Conſtitution, hin- 
dered him from taking the Pourney. Upon me, there- 
fore, the Office fell. Feeble and languid as I was, there 
was no rejefting ſuch a Call. | Accordingly, I tool 
Coach, and in two Days arrived ſafe at Landon; where 
found my poor Brother (the Packer) ſeized with a 
moſt violent Fever. He was attended by two eminent 
Phyſicians ; but they proved vain Helpers, and fniſer- 
able Comforters. For a conſiderable Time, his ſtout 
Conſtitution ſtruggled with the Diſeaſe, but at laſt was 
forced to yield, was forced to drop in the dreadful | 
Combat. After attending his ſick Bed for ſeveral 
Days, 1 had the melancholy Taſk, of cloſing his dear 
Eyes, and reſigning him up to Death. __. 


Oh ! the Uncertainty. of mortal Things! What i bs 
Health, but a glimmering Taper, that expires while it 
ſhines; and is liable to be cxſtinguiſhed by every Ma- 
tion of the Air? What is Strength, but a tender 
Bloſſom, which is often withered in its fulleſt Bloom; 
often blaſted, even before it is blown? Who could 


follow 


have thought, that 1 ſhould ſurvive my Brother, and 


sf 
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follow him to the Grave: I ſickly and enervated, H 
always lively and vigorous. In flouriſhing Cireums 
ſtances, and bleſt with Proſperity in his Buſineſs ; bu 
now removed to the dark, inactive, ſilent Tomb. 
Lately married 'to a beautiful and blooming Bride ; but 
now everlaſtingly divorced, and a Company for "np 
mg Things. 
» Scarce was I returned to MVeſton, but — | 
Providence fetched me from Home: My very wil 
Phyſician, Dr. Stonhou/ſe, who lives and practiſes at 
Northampton, had the Misfortune to loſe an amiable and 
excellent Wife. She alſo was ſnatched away in th 
Morning of Life, (aged 25) and dead, before I { 
much as heard of her being diſordered. - At; this valu 
able Friend's Houſe, I was defired to abide ſome-Time 
in order to aſſiſt in writing Letters for him, and_dif 
ing his neceſſary Affairs; in comforting him con 
rerning the Deceaſed ; and (if the Will of God be & 
in endeavouring to improve the ————_— Viſitation t 
our mutual Good. 


You will ſurely ſay, when you read this etc 
that I have been in Deaths oft. Once upon the Borde 
of it mylelf, and more than once a SpeCtator of its 
Victory over others.—However, my dear Friends, | 
us not be diſmayed. Let no Man's, at leaſt no Believer 
Heart fail, becauſe of this King of Terrors. Though 
T houſands fall beſide us, hk ten Thouſands expire 
at our t Hand, and though we ourſelves mull 
quickly give up the Ghoſt ; yet the Word is gone out 
of our great Redeemer's Mouth, and it ſhall not re 
turn unfulfilled,” T will ſwallow up Death in ViRor) 
He ſhall ſtand at the latter Day upon the Earth; he 

_ hall ſay to the Grave, give up; and to the Sea, keep 
not back; releaſe my Sons from your dark Confine | 
ment, and reſtore my Daughters to their everlif 
* Arms. — Then, ſhall we lead „ 


Captive 
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Captives we were, and triumph eternally over this laſt 
Enemy. In the mean Time, let us lay all our Hel 
all our Guilt, upon the divine Author of our Faith. 
and Captain of. our Salyation. So ſhall we no longer 
be in Bondage, through Fear of Death ; but, with the 
Saints of old, overcome through the Blood of the 
Lamb ; overcome the Dread, even while we ſink be- 
neath the Stroke of this our mortal Foe. 

What I wrote concerning a firm Faith in God's moſt 
precious Promiſes, and an humble Truſt, that we are 
the Objects of his tender Love, is what I deſire to feel, 
rather than what I actually experience. Conſiderations 
they are, with which I would ply my own Heart, in 
Hopes that they may be effectually ſet Home by divine 
Grace ; in Hopes, that they may become the happy 
Means of making me. ſtrong in Faith, and enabling 
me thereby to give Glory to God. 

Your Remarks on this important Point are exceed- 
ingly judicious, and perfectly right. After which, it 
mill be inſignificant to my Friend, and look like Arro- 
gance in his Correſpondent, to add, that they exactly 
coincide with my Sentiments. 


I do not doubt, but there are many dear Children of 


with Regard to his Favour, than they can eaſily be 
perſuaded to believe. Many fincerely Righteous, for 
whom Light is ſown; many true-hearted, for whom 
joyful Gladneſs is prepared. Which, though latent in 
the Furrows of inward Tribulation, or oppreſſed under 
the Clods of miſgiving Fears, ſhall, in another World, 
ſpring up with infinite Increaſe, and yield an everlaſting 
Harveſt. | 


That humble Hope, mixed with Trembling, you 
have very pathetically deſcribed, in the Breathings of a 
tenewed Soul, panting after God ; languiſhing for the 
Yo, I. P Tokens 


the bleſſed God, who are in a much better Condition, - 


by 
= 
** 
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Tokens of vhs Love; ardently defiring the final Enjoy 
ment of him in his heavenly Kingdom; and relyi 

' wholly on the meritorious Paſſion, pleading nothi 
but the perfect Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt —Hapyy, 
without all Peradventure, happy the Heart, in which 
ſuch Affections habitually prevail. They are the Be. 
ginning of Heaven, and will certainly be completed in 
Glory. They conſtitute a ſignal Part of that Meetne 
for the Inheritance of Saints in Light, concerning 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, and which is one of the ſuref 


Evidences of our Deſignation to that purchaſed Poſ. WM i 
ſeſſion. Chriſt will in no wile, on no Conſideration of ſ 
paſt Provocation, or preſent Corruption, either for a 
"Weakneſs of Faith, or Want of Confidence, caſt out tt 
ſuch an one. Let not ſuch an one queſtion, but b, e 

= who has begun the good Work, will accompliſh it Wi k 
even unto the End. at 
We ſhould, however, as you moſt pertinently ob- p. 

1 gt lament all the Remains of Unbelief, as a Miſery; w. 
repent of them, as a Sin; and labour to obtain a mot or 
aſſured Faith, both as our Duty, and our Felicity. th 
The Direction for Prayer, you know, is, that we dray an 
near in full Aſſurance of Faith; and, whatſoever Thing i I 
ye aſk in Prayer, believe that ye receive them, and qe wh 
ſhall have them. —The Theſſalonians are commended bu 
for receiving the Goſpel with much Aſſurance of Faith, end 


Receiving the Goſpel What is meant by that Expreſ- 
ſion? Believing, that the Apoſtles were no Impoſtors; . 


that Jeſus Chriſt was the true Meſſiah; and that hs BMW ſta 
Doctrine came from Heaven ?—This, and abundani Bi jeſ 
more. I apprehend, it implies That Chriſt died, no Ple 
for Sins only in general, but for their Sins in parti- Wl 'Þ;, 


. cular; that he bore all their Iniquities, in his om 
bleeding Body, and agonizing Soul, on the curſe 
Tree; that, all their Crimes being fully expiated, the 


moſt — Juſtice would not demand a double Pay- 
ment 
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ment for: the ſame Debt; and conſequently, that there 
remained no Condemnation for them.—This is. the glad 
Tidings, to which they not only attended, and credited 
with a ſpeculative Aſſent; but with a perſonal Applica- 
tion of it, each to his particular Caſe, And why ſhould 
not we do the very ſame ?—I ſhall only ſubjoin further 
on this Head, what I take to be a very clear and accu- 
rate Explanation of the Apoſtle's celebrated Definition 
of Faith, Faith is the Subſtance of Things hoped 
for, the Evidence of Things not ſeen ;” putting us 
into a Kind of - preſent Poſſeſſion of the Promiſes, and 
ſetting divine Truths before the Mind in all the Light 
and Power of Demonſtration. For this beautiful Illuſ- 
tration of the inſpired Writer, I am obliged to an 
excellent. Clergyman of this Neighbourhood ; who 


lately favoured us with an admirable Viſitation Sermon, 


and, for the Good of the Public, was prevailed on to 
print it. Vou will give me Leave to cloſe the Topic 
with a Diſtinction, which I have ſomewhere read, or 
on ſome Occaſion heard. A Diſtinction, which, I 
think, properly adjuſts the Caſe under Conſideration ; 
and ſettles it, neither on a precarious, nor a diſcouraging 
Iſſue.— Many have the Faith, which bringeth Salvation, 
who have not that Faith, which produceth Aſſurance 
but none have the former, who do not aſpire after, and 


endeavour to poſſeſs the latter, 


On the whole, I heartily beſeech the adorable and 
infinitely gracious Giver of every perfect Gift, to 


ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle us in the Faith of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; that he would fulfil in us all the good 
Pleaſure of his Will, and the Work of Faith with 
Power. And, I dare ſay, we ſhall often lift up our 


Hearts to our heavenly Father, and breathe out that 


ardent Petition, © Lord, I believe; help thou mine 


Unbelief!“ —If we have ſuch frequent Recourſe to the 
4 -P 2 Over- 
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overflowing and inexhauſtible Fountain of all Good, 
if we add to our Prayers Meditation on the Merits of 


Jefus, and on the 'fure Word of Promiſe; our Faith g 
will grow; the Grain of Muſtard Seed will be quick. P 
ened, and ſhoot up into a Tree; the little Drop wil d 
become a Stream, and the Stream ſpread into a River. in 
The Waters, that iſſued from the Sanctuary, were t el 
firſt, deep to the Ankles only; then they aroſe to the be 
Knees; ſoon they reached the Loins ; and were after. L 
wards Waters to ſwim in. lo 

The Contemplations you are pleased to inquire after, I! 
are, after long Delays, or a very ſlow Procedure of the an 
Preſs, launched into the World. What may be ther ha 
Fate, I dare not conjecture. Whether, by the gener! an 
Diſapprobation, they may be unfortunately becalmed; WM in 


or, by the Severity of Critics, may ſplit on the Rock 
of Cenſure; or, foundering through their own Unnor- ot 
thineſs, may fink in Oblivion; or, bleſſed by a gracious Le 
Providence, may gain the Haven of public Acceptance, WI he: 
and import thoſe moſt valuable Commodities, Pleaſure, de 
which improves, and Improvement, which delights. 
When they reach your Parts, be ſo good, dear Sir, a 
to peruſe them, firſt with the humble Child- like Spiri 
of a Chriſtian, who ſeeks religious Advantage in al, 
that he reads: Next, with the candid Rigour of 
Friend, ſaying, as you proceed, Here his Thoughts 
are redundant, and want the Pruning-knife ; there they 
-are deficient, and call for the Grafter's Hand ; here the 
Language is obſcure, and Perſpicuity is the only Re- 
medy; there it is inexpreſſive, and muſt be renderei 
more nervous, in order to reach the Judgment, 0 
ſtrike the Paſſions.— Above all, let me beg of you w 
implore a Bleſſing from the moſt high God, both upoi 
the Author and his Piece; that the one may be 1 
Monument of divine Mercy, the other a poliſhed Shal 
in the great Inmanuel's Quiver, Shou 
0 
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should not a Senſe of his Love make us more 
ardently deſirous of bringing others to partake of that 
everlaſting Bliſs, which we humbly expect as our final 
portion; and of which ſome Foretaſtes have been in- 
dulged, even in our preſent State ? Should we not. be 
ſtirred up, with greater Aſſiduity and Love, to warn 
every Man, and exhort every Man, that they alſo may 
be preſented perfect in Chriſt, and live for ever in the 
Light of his Countenance ?—The Book I mentioned 
formerly, and took Leave to recommend, ſhall be ſent. 
[ have ſet it apart as a Preſent for my dear Friend; 
and whether my Life be prolonged, or my Death 
haſtened, neither of theſe Circumſtances ſhall make 
any Alteration in my Deſign. Only let me defire you, 
in your next, to give me once more the proper Direc- 
tions for conveying it to you. For, ſome Way or 
other, in my late unſettled State, I have miſlaid your 
Letter, —Pleaſe to preſent my Thanks to Mrs.“ * ® for 
her kind Wiſhes, and tell her, that they are, and ſhall 
be moſt cordially returned by, her and your "_ faith 
ful and affectionate Friend, &c, 


LETTER HS 
On various Subjefts. 


June 2, 1741. 
Rev. and dear Friend, 
Ne you accept the Will for the Deed ? It was in 
my Heart, long before this, to have made you my 
beſt Acknowledgements, And not in my Heart only, 
but actually attempted. In Buckinghamſhire I remem- 
bered my kind and obliging Friend, and was with De- 


P 3 light 
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light ſet down to give Vent to my grateful Thoughts, 
But Company on a ſudden coming in, arreſted my 
Pen; and engaging me till I returned from that Place, 
prevented the Execution of my Deſign. ' Now, Sit, 
my heartieſt Thanks for your welcome Aſſiſtance, de. 
ſire your Acceptance. And if the utmoſt Sincerity 
can atone for the Delay, my conſcious Heart aſſures 
me, they will not be rejected. —My Father is wonder. 
fully recovered. Had he lived in the Times of Super- 
- ftition, for ' ought I know, his uncommon Diſorder 
might have been aſcribed to Witchcraft, and his ſpeedy 
Recovery paſſed current for a Miracle. The Grave 
ſeemed to have opened her Mouth for him. We 
* him to be on the very Brink of Death. 


uam pœne Sh Regna Proſerpine, 
Et judicantem viderit Æacum, 


Sedeſque deſeriptas Piorum |! 


But now God has turned, and refreſhed him; yea 
and brought him from the Deep. of the Earth again, 7 
He lives and regains his Strength daily. Laſt Sundy 
he read Prayers in his Church, and intends next Sunday 0 
to fill the Pulpit. 5 a 

Mrs. ***, I hope, 1s very wi; to whom I beg my | 
humble Service may be acceptable; Your dear little 
ones too, the Olive-plants about your Table, I truſt 
are in a flouriſhing State. May the good Lord fulfi 
his precious Promiſe to them, and the Children of 
your : honoured Neighbour. May he pour his Spunt 
upon your Seed, and his Bleſſing upon your Offspring, 
that they may grow up (in Knowledge and Grace) 4 
Willows by the Water-courſes.—F am juſt now going 
to our Viſitation, held at Northampton, I ſhall appea 
as a Stranger in our Jeruſalem ; knowing few, and 


known by fewer. Methinks, there s ſomething wg 
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and venerable in a Meeting of the Clergy ; eſpecially, 
if one looks upon them as ſo many Agents for the in- 
viſible God, and Envoys from the Court of Heaven, 
hope to be put in Mind of that awful Day, when the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
and Biſhop of Souls, will make his Entrance in the 
Clouds of Heaven. Then, at that great, final, and 
deciſive Entrance, may my dear Friend receive the 
Approbation of his Judge. my he then be rewarded 
for his kind Offices to myſelf and others, in everlaſting 
Honour and Joy, 40 

| I am, Se. 


— 
LETTER LIL 


On the Excellency of the Holy Scriptures. 


Wifton-Favell, Aug. 8, 174). 
Deareſt Mr. * *, 


[ Ought to take Shame to myſelf for ſuffering ſo kind 
a Letter, received from ſo valuable a Friend, to re- 
main ſo long unanſwered, Upon no other Conſideration, 
than that of my enfeebled and languiſhing Conſtitution, 
can I excuſe myſelf, or hope for your Parden: * My 
Health is continually upon the Decline, andthe Springs 
of Life are all relaxing. Mine Age is departing, and 
removing from me as a Shepherd's Tent.” Medicine 
is baffled ; and my Phyſician, Dr. Stonhouſe, who is a 
dear Friend to his Patient, and a Lover of. the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, . pities, but cannot ſuccour me. This 
Bleſſing, however, together with a Multitude of others, 
the divine Goodneſs youchſafes, to gild the Gloom of 
&caying: Nature ;—that I am racked with no Pain, 
| 4 and 


* 
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and enjoy the free undiſturbed Exerciſe of my Under. 


ſtanding. 


I am much obliged to you for carrying my Meſſage 
to the Abbey with fo much Speed, and conveying to 
me, with equal Diſpatch, a ſatisfactory Anſwer. When 
you viſit the worthy Family again, be pleaſed, after 
preſenting my affectionate Compliments, and moſt 
cordial good Wiſhes, to inform Mrs. * * *, that my 
Contemplations on the Night and Starry Heavens are ſent 
to the Preſs, and after ſome Corrections made in the 
Dedication, addreſſed to my Godſon, Mr. Orchard. 
It is my humble Requeſt to him, and my earneſt Prayer 
to God, that he may regard it, not merely as a compli- 
mentary Form, but as the ſerious and pathetic Advice, 
of his Father's intimate Acquaintance, and his Souls 
ſincere Friend. Who, in all Probability, will be cut 
off from every other Opportunity of fulfilling his ſacred 
Engagements,” and admonifhing him of whatever a 
Chriſtian ought to know and Re to his Soul's Health, 

1 forgot, whether I told you, that the laſt Work vil 
be divided into two Parts ; will be full as large as the 
two firſt Letters ; and denen the whole will be di 

ſed into two ſmall Pocket Volumes, on a yery neat 
Suh with an elegant Type, in Duodecimo, But a 
convenient Number of the new Eſſays will be printed 
in the Octavo Size and Character, for the Satisfaction ot 
thoſe who purchaſed the former Edition, and may pol- 
ſibly be willing to complete their Book. —It was a con- 
ſiderable Time, before I could think of a Title for the 
laſt Pieces, that ſuited their Nature, and expreſſed thei 
Deſign. At length, I have determined to ſtyle them, 
Contemplations on the Night, and Contemplatious on i 
Starry Heavens. 


Now I apprehend myſelf to be near the Cloſe of L. 
d ſtand, as it were, on the Bris of the Grave, vic 
Eternity 
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Eternity full in my View, perhaps, my dear Friend 
would be willing to know my Sentiments of Things in 
this awful Situation. At ſuch a Juncture, the Mind is 
moſt unprejudiced, and the Judgment not fo liable to 
be dazzled by the Glitter of worldly Objects. 

I think then, dear Sir, that we are extremely miſ- 
taken, and ſuſtain a mighty Loſs in our moſt important 
Intereſts, by reading ſo much, and praying ſo little. 
Was I to enjoy Hezekiab's Grant, and have fifteen Years 
added to my Life, I would be much more frequent in 
my Applications to the Throne of Grace. I have read 
of a Perſon, who was often retired and on his Knees, 
was remarkable for his Frequency and Fervency in De- 
yotion ; being aſked the Reaſon of this ſo ſingular a 
Behaviour, he replied, Becauſe I am ſenſible I muſt die. 
I aſſure you, dear Mr.“ , I feel the Weight of this 
Anſwer; I ſee the Wiſdom of this Procedure; and, 
was my Span to be lengthened, would endeavour always 
to remember the one, and daily to imitate the other, 

I think. alſo, we fail in our Duty, and thwart our 
Comfort, by ſtudying God's holy Word no more. I 
have, for my Part, been too fond of reading every 
Thing elegant and valuable, that has been penned in 
our own Language ; and been particularly charmed with 
the Hiſtorians, Orators, and Poets of Antiquity. But 
was I to renew my Studies, I would take my Leave of 
thoſe accompliſhed Trifles. I would reſign the Delights 
of modern Wit, Amuſement, and Eloquence, and 
devote my Attention to the Scriptures of Truth. I 


1 would fit with much greater Aſſiduity, at my divine 


Maſter's Feet, and defire to know nothing but Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified. This Wiſdom, whoſe Fruits 
are Peace in Life, Conſolation in Death, and everlaſting 
Salvation after Death; his I would trace, this I would 
ſeek, this I would explore, through the ſpacious and 
felightful Fields of the Old and New * In 

f art, 
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ſhort, I would adopt the Apoſtle's Reſolution, and give 
_ myſelf * (wpecxaplepecr) to Prayer, and to the Word. 

With Regard to my public Miniſtry, my chief Aim 
ſhould be, to beget in my People's Minds a deep 
Senſe of their depraved, guilty, undone Condition, 
and a clear believing Conviction of the All-ſufficiency 
of Chriſt, by his Blood, his Righteouſneſs, his Inter. 
ceſſion, and his Spirit to ſave. them to the uttermoſ;, 
I would always obſerve, to labour for them in my Cha, 
as well as in the Pulpit ; and wreſtle in ſecret Supplication, 
as, well as to exert myſelf in public Preaching, for their 
| ſpiritual and eternal Welfare. For unleſs God take thi 
Work into his own Hand, what Mortal is ſufficient for 
theſe Things. 

Now, perhaps, if you ſat at my right Hand, you 
would aſk, © What is my Hope with regard to my future 
and immortal State?“ Truly, my Hope, my whole 
Hope, is even in the Lord Redeemer. Should the 
King of Terrors threaten, I fly to the Wounds of the 
ſlaughtered Lamb, as the trembling Dove to the Clefts 
of the Rock. Should Satan accuſe, I plead the Surety 
of the Covenant, who took my Guilt upon himſelf, 
and bore my Sins in his own Body on the Tree. Should 
the Law denounce a Curſe, I appeal to him who hung 
on the accurſed Tree, on Purpoſe that all the Nations 
of the Earth might be blefſed. Should Hell open its 
Jaws, and demand its Prey, I look up to that gracious 
Being, who ſays, Deliver him from going down into 
the Pit, for I have found a Ranſom.” Should it be ſaid, 
no unclean Thing can enter into Heaven; my Anſwer 
is, the Blood of Chriſt clean/eth from all Sin; “ though 
my Sins be as Scarlet, through this Blood they ſhall be 
as white as Snow.“ Should it be added, none can ſit 
down at the Supper of the Lamb, without a Wedding- 


Garment, and your Righteouſneſſes, what are they be- 
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tre the pure Law, and piercing Eye of God, but filthy 
Rags? Theſe I renounce, and ſeek to be found in 
Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Lord my Righteouſneſs. It 
« written in the Word that is to judge the World at 
the laſt Day, By his Obedience ſhall many be made 
righteous.” 

So that Jeſus, the dear and adorable Jeſus, is all my 
Truſt, His Merits are my Staff, when I paſs through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death. His Merits are 
my Anchor, when I launch into the boundleſs Ocean 
of Eternity. His Merits are the only Riches which my 
poor Soul, when ſtript of its Body, deſires to carry 
into the inviſible World. If the God of Glory pleaſes 
to take Notice of any mean Endeavours to honour his 
holy Name, it will be infinite Condeſcenſion and Grace, 
but his Son, his righteous and ſuffering Son, is all my 
Hope, and all my Salvation. Dear Sir, pray for me, 
that the weaker I grow in Body, the ſtronger I may 
become in this precious Faith. May the choiceſt 
Blſmgs attend you and your's: A Letter would revive 
Him, who 1s | 
Much your's, &c. 


P. S. „ Though. the Days are come upon me, in 
* which I have Reaſon to ſay of worldly Things, I 
have no Pleaſure in them; yet I find a ſecret Satiſ- 
faction in this Conſideration, that to you, my dear 
* Friend, and to others of my candid Acquaintance, I 
* may be permitted, even when dead, to ſpeak in my 
little Treatiſes; may they, when the Author is gone 
* hence, never to be ſeen in. theſe Regions below, 
* Oh! may they teſtify with ſome. ſmall Degree of 
Efficacy, concerning Jeſus, that juſt one; may they 
* fan the Flame of Love to his Perſon, and ſtrengthen 
* the Principle of Faith in his Merits !—Once more; 
(c dear Sir, adieu.“ x 
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On Aſurance.—On Diſſenters. 4 

Wefton- Favell, Aug. 18, 1748, "y 

My dear Friend, yet 


Received your Letter, full of Tenderneſs, and ful WY laſt 

of Piety laſt Night. The very firſt Thing I apply Oc 
myſelf to, this Morning, is to acknowledge your Favour, Wl be 
and confeſs my own Negligence. —But your affectionat Un 
Heart will pity, rather than blame me, when J inſom war 
you, that a Relapſe into the Diſorder, of which I wa Ml the 
never thoroughly cured, has brought me very low. In. d 
ſomuch, that I am unable, either to diſcharge the Dutic Wl pal 
of Life, or to anſwer the Demands of F riendſhip. Wh 
have not been capable of preaching, for ſeveral Sund: kn 
Pyrmont Water, Aſſes Milk, and ſuch Kind of Reſto. if fide 
ratives, I try, but try in vain.—A great while apo, | * © 
had begun a very long Letter to my ever eſteemed il St. 
Mr. *, In this I propoſed candidly to repreſent the iſ due 
Reaſons of my Belief, with regard to the final Perſeve. 
rance of the true Believer. But Weakneſs of Spirits, and 
its never-failing Concomitant, Imbecillity of Thought, 
obliged me to deſiſt. In the new Edition of my Med. 
tations, a Note is added on this Subje&, declaring 
That I am far from maintaining it, as eſſential to Chr 
ſtianity, or neceſſary to Salvation, Cc. Where I fa 
What Infidels are we in Fact? My Meaning is, that wt 
are all, in ſome Meaſure, chargeable with practical li- 
fidelity ; as we are all-in ſome Degree carnal, in ſon 
Degree ſinful, while we continue in this mortal Body, 
Conſidering the infinite Veracity, and unchangeabl 
Faithfulneſs of the bleſſed God, the moſt exalted Saint 


have too much Cauſe to lament their Deficiency i 
Pont 
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Point of Faith, and evermore to 'cry out, Lord, help 
our Unbelief ! i 6 

An humble, well grounded Aſſurance of our Recon- 
cilation to God, is an unſpeakably precious Bleſſing. 
t is what all ſhould ſeek, and many have attained. A 
Gentleman told me, a few Days ago, That though he 
yas often ſolicited to fin, often defiled with Corruption, 
yet he had no Manner of Doubt concerning his ever- 
laſting Salvation, for theſe twenty Years. On trying 
Occaſions, that ſeemed to endanger his final Happineſs, 
he fled, I preſume, to the Fountain opened for Sin and 
Uncleanneſs. He viewed, by Faith, the infinite, (Oh 
tranſporting Truth I) the infinite Satisfaction, made by 
the bleeding Immanuel ; and could not but confide, that 
2 divine Expiation was more powerful to ſave, than all 
paſt Sins or preſent Infirmities to deſtroy. This is the 
White Stone, of which Fob was happily poſſeſſed : “ I 
know that my Redeemer liveth;“ and this ſweet Con- 
fidence ſupported him under all his Tribulations. This 
ks that Earneſt of the Spirit in our Hearts, of which 
St. Paul makes Mention, and with which he was en- 
dued: * We know, that if our earthly Houſe of this 
Tabernacle; be diſſolved, we have a Building of God, 
an Houle not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens.” 
And, in the full Aſſurance of this bleſſed Hope, may 
you, my dear Friend, be every Day more and more 
eſtabliſhed, ſtrengthened, ſettled ! 

If, at any Time, I am favoured with this heavenly 
Gift, it is derived from ſuch comfortable Scriptures : 
The Son of the moſt High came into the World, to 
fave Sinners : He died, the Juſt for the Unjuſt: He 
poured out his Soul for Tranſgreſſors. And ſince you 
and I know .ourſelves to be Sinners, Unjuſt, Tranſ- 
greſſors, why ſhould we not take to ourſelves the Com- 
tort here offered for our Acceptance? Why ſhould. we 
not make Uſe of the Privilege, here conſigned over to 

our 
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our Enjoyment, and claim the Legacy, in theſe Clauſe, 
of our dying Maſter's Teſtament, moſt evidently be. 
queathed to our Souls? To found our Expectations on 
this Bottom, will be a Means both of humbling ay 
exalting us; of filling us with Shame, and filling u 
with Hope; that we may abhor ourſelves, and yet re. 
Joice in God our Saviour.-Many build their Hope 
upon their religious Duties, and righteous Deeds; fu 
a Building muſt unavoidably be ſhaken by every Temp. 
tation, and fapped by every working of Corruption, 
Theſe are, in no wiſe, the Foundation, but Evidencs 
rather that we are fixed on it. For my Part, when I cn 
exerciſe a Grace, or perform a Duty, that is debaſed by 
no Imperfection, mingled with no Corruption, then tre 
will truſt on Self-Righteouſneſs. But till then, I mut wh 
be very unreaſonable, if I do not rely on my illuſtrioa WW He 
Surety ; fly to the Ark of his Wounds, and make Men- lo 
tion of his Righteouſneſs only. This is all-ſufficient; 
and never, never faileth thoſe, that truſt in it. 
You are not ignorant of my Sentiments, with Rega 
to our difſenting Brethren. Are we not all devoted u 
the ſame ſupreme Lord? Do we not all rely on th 
Merits of the ſame glorious Redeemer ? By profeſſig 
the ſame Faith, the ſame Doctrine which is according 
to Godlineſs, we are incorporated into the ſame myſtici 
Body. And how ſtrange, how unnatural would it br, 
if the Head ſhould be averſe to the Breaſt, or the Hand 
inveterately prejudiced againſt the Feet, only becaul 
the one is habited ſomewhat differently from the others 
Though I am ſteady in my Attachment to the eſtabliſhed 
Church, I would have a Right-hand of Fellowſhip, and 
a Heart of Love, ever ready, ever open, for all ti 
upright evangelical Difſenters.—I thank you for tit 
News you ſent, it is impoſſible for me to pay you 
Kind. Make my moſt reſpectful Compliments accept 


able to worthy Mr. ; I had agreed 9 
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him, when I was in Town, but my Brother's Ilineſs 
growing worſe, and ſoon proving fatal, deprived me of 
this Pleaſure, and ſent me Home to attend his Corpſe 
with Sorrow to the Grave.—T hope, you will be pleaſed 
with Archbiſhop Leighton's Works; and heartily pray, 
that they may be abundantly bleſſed to both our Souls. 
I ſincerely commiſerate poor Miſs D * s Caſe. 
Deſpair is indeed a fiery Dart of the Devil; but, bleſſed 
be ſovereign Goodneſs, there is a Remedy againſt this 
Malady. The Maelites, though wounded by the deadly 
Serpents, looked to the brazen Type hung upon the 
Pole, and found a certain Cure. And though we are 
ſtung by a Senſe of Guilt, and almoſt periſhing in ex- 
treme Deſpondency ; yet let us turn our Eye to him, 
who was lifted up on the Croſs, and we ſhall be whole. 
He, who was gaſhed with Wounds, and covered with 
Blood ; was pierced with Irons, and ſtabbed to the 
Heart ; he is our Medicine, our Recovery, our Life. 
« By his Stripes we are healed.” Oh ! let us look unto 
hin, from the Depths of Diſtreſs, as well as from the 
Ends of the Earth, look unto him, and be ſaved.— 
My Paper admoniſhes me to have done ; but I cannot 
conclude, without aſſuring you, that I lore you moſt 
ifectionately; — ſo long as Life and Underſtanding laft, 
ſhall pray for you among my choiceſt Friends ;—and 
hope, when this tranſitory Scene of Things is at an 
End, to be, in Bonds of nobler Friendſhip, and ten- 
&rer Endearment, 
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Ever, ever, your's, Sc. 
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LETTER LY. 


On the Illneſs of Dr. Stonhouſe.—Remarks on the Biſboy' 
| Charge. 


I:ftm-Favell, Fuly 20, 114, 
PANS to my dear Friend, for his welcome 
Letter: It imparted Joy to my Heart; and having 
communicated Pleaſure to our Family, is gone (Pata 
it I mean) to make glad your Children and your Frien 
at Northampton.—I muſt confeſs, I never was fo mus 
diſheartened at your Diſorder, as many athers were 
even though the Phyſicians themſelves had given o 
dver; and though I have been oſten accoſted by ſand 
df your cordial Well-wiſhers, with ſuch ſaddening Ad 
dreſſes ; © I am ſorry, Sir, to hear that Dr. Stonbul 
te is gone to Briſtol, without any Likelihood of return 
« ing alive.“ —I really believe, that God has ſom 
ſignal Work for you to do. He, that has ſnatched the 
Brand from the Fire, and made it a poliſhed Shaft i 
his Quiver, will not, * perſuade myſelf, ſo ſoon cat 
away, or break it to Pieces, I have a ſtrong Prelul 

chat Almighty Goodneſs will continue you, as an 
ment to glorify his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to turn m 
to Righteouſneſs, Years and Years after I am g 
hence, and ſeen no more.—And I bleſs, together wil 
you, his holy Name, for confirming ſo far my Appit 
henſions, as to begin the Work of your Recovery fc 
fo deplorable an Illnefs. May he do in this Caſe, a} 
will in the more important Affair of our eternal 5 
vation, thoroughly accompliſh what he has gracioul 

begun — 

Your Family is in Proſperity : Your Olive-Plat 
thrive, and are gloſſy with Health. I aſked 1 | 
5 a 4 
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here her Papa was, and how he did ? And her pretty 
little Lips liſped, very bad, and gone to Briſtol. Think, 
Friend, when you remember thoſe ſweet and en- 
ing Children, think on that delightful Promiſe in 
Eeripeure * Can a Mother forget her ſucking Child? 
yea, ſhe may forget, yet will not J forget Thee.” 
[aiab xlix. 15. 
From my Heart I pity your Sufferings: But if I pity 
your Diſtreſs, with what infinitely more tender Com- 
paſſion are you regarded by your heavenly Father! By 
im, who faid in the Multitude of his Mercies, “ My 
on ſhall bleed, that you may be healed. My only Son 
al die; that you may live for evermore : May this 
Blood, thus ſhed for you, preſerve your Body and Soul 
o everlaſting Life,” — hope, you will be enabled to 
ft your Burden upon the Lord, and reſign yourſelf 
ſholly to his wiſe Diſpoſal; and, doubtleſs, you will 
xperience to your Comfort, that he has the Bowels of 
Father to commiſerate, and the Arm of Omnipotence 
d ſuccour. 
A Paſſage in the Epiſtle to the Coloffans, which I read 
s very Day, (viz. Chap. i. ver. 11.) is extremely 
ertinent to your Caſe, and what I ſhall Reguently pray, 
pay be fulfilled to your great Conſolation, * That you 
lay be ſtrengthened with all Might, according to his 
porious Power, unto all Patience, and Long-ſuffering, 
nth Joytulneſs. „If you ſhould live to give me an 
our's Converſation, this Verſe, and the preceding, 
ould furniſh us with a moſt pleaſing and improving 
ubject of Difcourſe. The Conciſeneſs, the Propriety, 
e Energy of the inſpired Supplications, is admirable, 
n 1 mutt wave ſuch Remarks, leſt I nd you a Preach- 
dent, inſtead of an Epiſtle. 4 
heard you condemned the other Day, in a chow 
ompany, and indeed treated with a malignant Severity, 
dout an Affair, in which, to my certain Knowledge, 
Vol, II. . you 
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you had acted with great Generoſity, I explained, tn Ml de. 
the Confuſion of the Relator, all thoſe Circumſtances, 
which. he had ſo groſaly miſrepreſented ; and. then | 
quoted the Remark of Mr. Richardſon, in his Clarify, 
viz. © That difficult Situations (like your's) make 
« ſeeming Occaſions of Cenſure unavoidable. And 
« that, where the Reputation of another, (eſpecially of 
« a Man of Character) is concerned, we ſhould never 
be in Haſte to cenſure, or to judge peremptorily on 
« firſt Surmiſes. Audi alteram partem, is always my 
Rule. It is our Duty to uſe Circumſpection; and to 
be upon our Guard to cut off Occaſion from thoſe, 
who ſeek Occaſion to miſrepreſent and injure us: Aſter 


this Precaution, we ſhould not be too ſolicitous about — 
the Clamours of the maleyolent, and the unthinking.— * 
May the God of Wiſdom give us that Prudence, which fad 
is profitable to direct]! And then | of ( 
Conſcia Mens Recti Fame Mendacia ridet. my « 
This was the Heathens Cure for the Wounds of Defi- Hap 
mation; this their Armour againſt thoſe keeneſt of 
Arrows, bitter Words. But ſee in this, as well as in 
every other Inſtance, the noble Superiority of the 
Chriſtian Scheme ! Being defamed, we bleſs, ſays the 
Apoſtle. Pray for them, that deſpitefully uſe you, fajs 
his divine Maſter. This not only baffles, but more than 
triumphs over the Efforts of Malice ; and brings an In- 
creaſe of Virtue,. conſequently of Happineſs, even from 5 


the Poiſon of Malignity, and the Gall of Miſery. 
The Biſhop has been at Northampton, and his 
Charge turned upon the Study of the Scriptures; 
which he affectionately recommended, and - forciblf 
| There was ſomething on ted, which I could 
not but wiſh had been repreſented, and enforced. Hon. 
ever in the main, it was excellent, and what I ſhould 


rejoice to have reduced to univerſal Practice. ” 
9 * ex 


\ 
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dear Friend, Mr. * * *, ſpied the Defect J hint at; and 
when his mealy-mouthed Companion would not indeed 
tye concealed it, but rather have enlarged upon what 
vas valuable, —*< Truly, fays he, I do not ſee, why we 
« ſhould not ſpeak boldly ; and bear our Teſtimony, 
« though it make the Ears of the Hearers to tingle.” 
He is cut out for a Champion in the Cauſe of our 
bleſſed Lord; very ſenſible, and much of the Gentle- 
man; bold too as a Lion, he breathes Defiance againſt 
the World and Hell. Confiding in his Almighty Maſter, 
he fears neither the Scourge- of the Tongue, nor the 
Pomp of Power. e 7 

Pleaſe ro preſent my affectionate Compliments to Mr. 
(*#** and to Mr. G * * ®, I need not folicit a Place 
in their or your daily Interceſſions, becauſe I am per- 
ſuaded neither of you can withhold ſo needful a Piece 
of Charity, Accept my beſt Wiſhes, to which I join 
my carneſt Prayers, for your Health, your Comfort, and 
Happineſs, and believe me, as I am, my dear Doctor, 
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Your truly affectionate Friend, 
Fy | James Hxxvrr. 
the | 
ays | 
han 
en 0» tb Honour, the Duty, and the Encouragement of 4 
15 Miniſter of the Caſpel. 


Weſtm-Favell, Aug. 30, 1749. 


f WI have ſeen marvellous Things to Day, ſaid the 
People of old ; and I may truly fay, I have read 

marvellous Tidings this Evening. What! is * be- 
come a ſerious and zealous Preacher? He that fo often 
led the Scorner's Chair, is he transformed into 2 
| Q 2 ſtrenuous 
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ſtrenuous Advocate for the Goſpel, and a devored 1 
Champion of Chriſt? Never, furely, was the Propher' 
Exclamation more ſeaſonable, Grace ! Grace ! Zech. i 
7. How ſovereign its Power! How ſuperabundant 
its Riches ! 

I heartily congratulate you, my dear Friend, my 
very dear Brother 1 muſt call you now, on this Change. 
And I thank Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, that he hat 
counted you faithful, putting you into the Miniftry,—] 
think the Hand of Providence, in conducting thi 
Affair, is very vifible, and much to be regarded. Which 
muſt give you no ſmall Satisfaction, and tend to work, 
nor the Spirit of Fear, but of Love, and of Faith, and 
JJ 50 tne: 

How honovrable is your new Office! Fo be ar 
Envoy from the King of Heaven !—How delightful 
your Province! To be continually converfant in the 
glorious Truths of the Gofpel, and the unfearchahl: 
Riches of Chriſt How truly gainful your Buſinek! 
To win Souls; this is indeedwrtnuea ig -an cver- | 
laſting Poſſeſſion, — And how illuſtrious the Reward, WW *2 
. promiſed to your faithful Service]! When the chief . 


Shepherd ſhall appear, you ſhall receive a Crown d !® 
Glory, that fadeth not away, * 
| at 


May we clearly diſcern, and never forget, what: 
Maſter we ſerve !==Soglorions, that all the Angels of Wa 
Light adore him :—So gracious, that he ſpilt his Blood © " 
even for his Enemits:—So mighty, that he has il Gra 


Power in Heaven and on Earth :—So faithful, that T 
Heaven and Earth may, paſs away, much ſooner than 7 : 
one Jot or Tittle of his Word fail. And what is b * 
Word, what his Engagement to his Miniſters ? 10 81 


AM WITH YOU ALWAYS. I write it in Capitk 
becauſe I wiſh, it may be written in our Hearts. 
forth, my dear Friend, in the Strength of this Won 
and, verily, you ſhall not be confounded. - Plead t 
hr By | 7 
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your great Lord, plead for the Accompliſhment of this 
l Word, and the Goſpel ſhall proſper in your Hand. In 
every Exerciſe of your miniſterial Duty, act an humble 
Faith on this wonderful Word, and the Heart of Stone 
1. all feel, the Powers of Hell fall. Would to God I 


had Health and Strength, I would earneſtly pray for 


Grace, that I might join, vigorouſly join, in this good 
. Warfare. But you know, I am like a bleeding, diſabled 
Soldier, and only not ſlain, I hope, however, I ſhall 
rejoice to ſee my Comrades routing the Foe, and reap- 


Ft ing their Laurels. Rejoice to ſee them go on, con- 
1 quering and to conquer; though no longer able to ſhare, 
5 F either in the Toils or the Triumphs of the Day. 


believe, it will be no very eaſy Matter to procure 
a Curate, ſuch as 'you will like; at leaft, no ſuch offers 
ee my Obſervation.— heartily wiſh your valuable 
Friend Mr. * * *, that Faith in the all-atoning Blood 
11. BY of the Lamb, and that Comfort in the Communications 
61 WY of his Spirit, which may ſweetly outbalance the Weight 
of any Sorrow, and enable him to rejoice in Tribula- 
tion! 6 

Remember, now you are a Miniſter of God, that 
your Tongue is to be a Well of Life: You are to be- 
leve in Chriſt, daily to cheriſh your Faith in Jeſus, 
that out of your Heart may flow Rivers of living 
Waters, Such Tides of heavenly and healing Truths, 
* refreſh the fainting Soul, and animate its feeble 

races, 
Pleaſe to preſent, my affectionate Compliments to 
Mr. C—»», and Mr. S—— ; engage their Prayers to 
the Father of Compaſſions in my Behalf; and when you 
Yourſelf draw near to the Throne, through the Blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant, fail not to remember, | 

6 
Your's ſincerely, 
Your's unalterably, 


Q_3 Jauss Htavgr, 


N 
; 
! 
i 
K 
J 
f 
1 
| 


P ˙¹iÜͤ ˙²˙1 — ˙ 1 — 7 


— 


— = 


230 MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS, 


LETTER LVII. 
On various Subjects. 


W:flon- Favell, Sat. Evening 
My dear Friend, 

12 S Morning I received your Parcel, with 3 
Ticket full of the Affection of your Heart, and 
8 prightlineſs of your Temper.— My Health languiſnes 
but it is a ſingular Mercy that it is not tortured ay 
by racking Pains.—I would do any Thing to repair my 
Conſtitution,» and prolong my Life ; that, if it ſhould 

pleaſe the divine Proyidence to renew my Strength, [ 
might devote it wholly to his Service; and be leſs un- 
profitable in my Generation. But from what I feel, 


and yet cannot deſcribe, I have no Expectation of this 
Kind, 


I am highly delighted with Witfus, De Oeconomii 
Fæderum *, he is an Author exactly ſuited to my Taſte; 
ſo perſpicuous, ſo elegant, ſo orthodox,-I wiſh ſuch : 
Treaſure had fallen into my Hands, when I * a 
the Univerſity. 


I like Mr. * s Spirit, only wiſh it was a little 
more evangelical, Let us fo act our Parts, as, &. 
Might not Yully have ſaid the ſame? Has not Sen 
ſaid as much? Why ſhould not Cbriſt Jeſus be tic 
Foundation of our rages ? Is it leſs rational, leſs com- 
fortable, to ſay with St, Paul, “He that ſpared nat 
his own Son, but gave him up for us all, how ſhall he 
not with him alſo, freely give us all Things?“ 


It has lately been tranſlated into Englißb. 
J hearti 
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] heartily pity our Staffordſhire Friend, —Chear him, 
ſpeak comfortably to him, let not the Conſideration of 
his Circumſtances increaſe the Depreſſion of his Spirits. 
We will never abandon him, nor ſuffer him to want ſo. 
lng as we have any Thing ourſelves. —I faid, we will 
not abandon ;—But how poor and cold the Conſolation, 
ariſing from this Succour ! What are we? Impotence, 
Miſery, Sin! I believe he loves the Lord Jeſus, flies 
for Refuge to the Hope ſet before him“, in the ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, and perfect Atonement of Chri/. 
He may, therefore, boldly ſay, and apply to himſelf 
thoſe glorious Promiſes: I will never leave thee, 


nor forſake thee.” © The Lord is my Helper, and I 


vill not fear what Man ſhall do unto me f. Preſent 


my tender and affectionate Compliments to him. 

Jam glad you have invited to your Houſe, that 
eminent Friend of God—and dear Friend of your's, 
the Rev. Mr. * * (for ſuch I know he is:) In fo 
doing, you certainly act the ro Nee, and I cannot 
but think the re wperoy, even in the Judgment of the 
World. Thus doing, you are in the Faſhion; for it is 
a reigning Maxim at Court, (the Court of the bleſſed 


and only Potentate the King of Kings, and Lord of 


Lords,) © Be not forgetful to entertain Strangers.” — 
And can there be a more worthy Stranger? Let the 
Elders that rule well, be counted worthy of double 
Honour, eſpecially they who labour in the Word and 
Doctrine. Tou know who it is that ſays of his faithful 
Miniſters, « He, that receiveth you, receiveth me.” 
Gracious and adored Redeemer ! ſhall we not receive 
thee into our Houſes, who, for our Sakes, hadſt not 
where to lay thy bleſſed Head! waſt an Exile in Egypt, 
2 Prifoner at the Bar; a Corpſe in the Grave !—Pray 
for me, dear Friend, that I may bow my poor Head 


„ Heb, vi. 18. + Heb. xiii. 5, 6, 
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in dutiful Reſignation to the divine Will; that I may 
bleſs the Hand, and kiſs the Rod that chaſtiſes; and 
love the Lord, who takes away the Strength of my 
Body, but has given me the Blood of his Son. I . 


ſeech Mr. * * ® to unite his Supplication with your's; 
for I am fearful, left I ſhould diſgrace the Goſpel in my 


languiſhing Moments. 

Upon a repeated Review of the Hints you have 
wrote to promote the Cauſe of Religion, I do not fee 
how to improve them; only exerciſe your Talent; ftir 
up the Gift of God by a zealous Uſe, and you yourſelf 
will be the beſt Improver of ſuch Hints. Oh! let us 
work while the Day laſts ; the Judge is at the Door, 
and Eternity at Hand. May we watch, and proy 
always, that we may be found worthy to ſtand before 
. N 
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I am ever, 
And moſt affectionately "WY 


Janzs HzRvxr. 
—— 
LETTER Lm. 
Rewrks on the Sunday 7 boughts. 
W: :fton-Favell, July 23, 1749 


Dear Sir, 


2 Favour you have done me, in preſedting me 
b with Mr. Mofes Browne's Works, was far from 
my Expectation. Pleaſe to accept my beſt Thanks for 
— Gift which, I dare ſay, will, in the Peruſal, prove 
perfectly agreeable, and not a little uſeful. 


] hope 
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1 hope the divine Providence will give his Sunday 
Thoughts an extenſive Spread, and make them an Inſtru- 
ment of diffuſing the Savour of true Religion. Sel-- 
dom, if ever, have I ſeen a Treatiſe, which preſents 
the Reader with ſo full, yet conciſe a View; ſo agree- 
able, yet ſtriking a Picture of true Chriſtianity in its 
moſt important Articles, and moſt diſtinguiſhing Pecu- 
larities. Though I am utterly unacquainted with the 
Author, I aſſure myſelf he is no Novice in the ſacred 
School, and has more than a ſpeculative Knowledge of 
the Goſpel; every Page diſcovers Traces of an excel- 
lent Heart, that has itſelf experienced what the Muſe 
hngs. | 


I am, Sc. 


TETTERS 0 


Remarks on various Subjects. 


My dear Friend, 


128 quite aſhamed to be found fo. dilatory in ac- 
knowledging your welcome Letter ; made doubly 
valuable, by bringing with it the judicious Obſervation 
of Mr.“ . Tour late Favour has hinted a Con- 
ſideration, which will always paſs for ſome Excuſe with 
my compaſſionate Friends; and which, fo long as this 
earthly Tabernacle is upheld from falling into the Duſt, 
| ſhall always have to alledge ; I mean, a very languid 
and difordered State of Body. And as I number you 
amongſt: my truly compaſſionate Friends, I look upon 

myſelf to be acquitted, as foon as arraigned. 
I entirely agree with Mr. * * ®, in his Remarks on 
my Lord Biſhop's well- meant and pathetic Letter, It 
EY, 18 
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is pity, and it is ſtrange, that, in an. earneſt Exhorta. 
tion to Repentance, no Regard ſhould be had to Chriſt 
Jeſus. Is it not his Gift to impotent Sinners, who is 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repent- 
ance and Remiſſion of Sins? —Is not his precious but 
bitter Paſſion, the exciting Cauſe of evangelical Re. 
pentance ; according to the Teſtimony of the Prophet, 
* They ſhall look on Him, whom they have pierced, 
and mourn ;”—And can our poor imperfect Repentance 
find Favour in the Sight of the Lord, unleſs it be 
accepted in the Beloved ? | 


I am as much pleaſed with that ingenious Writer's 
Obſervations on my own little Volumes. Let the 
Righteous ſmite me friendly, and reprove me. With 
Thankfulneſs I ſhall receive, with Readineſs ſubmit to 
Correction. I am very far from thinking Mr.“ * * 
ſour Critic, On the contrary, I admire his Candour, 
in tranſmitting the Miſtakes to the Author himſelf, and 
not trumpeting them abroad to the Diſcredit of the 
Work. I have ſo high an Opinion of his Judgment, 
that if the Father of Lights ſhould enable me to finiſh 
the ſmall Piece I am attempting, I ſhould be extremely 

lad to have every Sheet paſs under the Correction of 
d wiſe and penetrating an Obſerver. 

To call Si/era's Mother a Midianitiſh Lady, is a moſt 
undoubted and palpable Blunder. If the divine Provi- 
dence pleaſes to give another Edition to the Book, it 
ſhall certainly be altered. 


As to the Frontiſpiece, there was great Doubt, 
whether I ſhould have any at all, It was firſt drawn 
with a direct Crucifix ; ſuch as is repreſented in the 
Romiſh Churches, and almoſt idolized, I fear, by the 
Chriſtians of that Communion. For this Reaſon the 
Decoration, though ſketched out by my very obliging 
Draughtſman, was wholly omitted in the ſecond * 
T hen 
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Then it was ſuggeſted, that a Piece of Machinery 
might ſucceed}; be equally expreſſive, and yet unex- 
ceptionable ; which is the Import of the preſent Figure; 
our Lord, not portrayed in the Window, nor exhibited 
in Imagery, but riſing from the Spot, or miraculouſly 
appearing in the Place. | hs 

With Regard to my calling thoſe Perſons, who took 
up Arms againſt King Charles I. Rebels; you know it 
is the avowed Tenet of the Church of England, and 
the declared Senſe of our Legiſlators, If I was to alter 
that Expreſſion, eſpecially ſince it has ſtood fo long, 
it might probably diſguſt Readers, who are in a con- 
trary Way of thinking; at leaſt it would give Occa- 
ſion for Speculation, and ſtir up the Embers of mutual 
Animoſity, which, I hope, are now ſleeping, and upon 
the Point of being extinguiſhed, For my Part, I look 
upon King Charles as one of the beſt Men, that ever 
filled a Throne ; and eſteem the Puritans as ſome of 
the moſt zealous Chriſtians, that ever appeared in our 
Land. Inſtead of inveighing againſt either, I would 
lament the Misfortune of 4th; that, through ſome 
deplorable Miſmanagement, they knew one another no 
better, and valued one another no more, Otherwiſe, 
how happy might they have. been | They, in ſo devout 
a Sovereign; He, in ſuch conſcientious Subjects. 

Waſhing awgy Sins by Baptiſin, is a ſcriptural Expreſ- 
ſion: And now ſays Ananias to the converted Perſe. 
cutor, Why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe, and be baptized, 
and waſh away thy Sins,” Where, I ſuppoſe, waſhing 
with Water, which is the Sign, is put for the Applica- 
tion of the Lamb's Blood, which is the Bleſſing figned.— 


This, I apprehend, extends to native Impurity, as well 


a committed Iniquity, ſince they beth render us Chil- 
dren of Wrath. Not that it implies an Extirpation of 
original Corruption, but refers to its condemning 
Power ; which is done away, when the atoning Merits 
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of Chriſt's Death are applied and ſealed to the Soul... 
Upon the whole, I think the Expreflion is juſtifiable. 
Yet, if Mr.“ s Remonſtrance had. come ſooner 
it ſhould have been more explicit in its Meaning, and 
more guarded from Poſſibility of Miſtake. And wa 
I called upon to explain my Sentiments, I ſhould take 
Leave to borrow Mr. * *'s Words. 


| Pleaſe to preſent my moſt affectionate Compliments 
to him; and let him know, I acknowledge myſelf 
obliged to him, for his valuable Remarks ; and ſhall be 
ſtill more obliged, if he pleaſes ſometimes to remember 
me in his effectual fervent Prayers, that I may, though 
weak in Body, be ſtrong in Faith ; giving Glory, by 
a thankful Reſignation, and comfortable Hope, to God 
our Saviour.—lI hope, he intends to publiſh his Diſcourſe 
upon the Chriſtian Sabbath. I think, ſuch a Treatiſe is ing 
not a little wanted. I have ſeen nothing upon the thi 
Subject, that has given me Satisfaction. en 


Tranſmit my moſt cordial Affection to good Mr. 
. I dearly love him, and rejoice in the Expetta- W 
tion of meeting him, in the everlaſting Kingdom of | 
our glorious Redeemer. How inconſiderable, what a 
perfeA nothing, is the Difference of preaching in a 
Cloak, or in a Gown, ſince we both hold the Head, 
both are united to the ſame Saviour, and have Accel 
by the fame Spirit to the Father. I aſſure him his f 
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Name has been conſtantly mentioned in my poor Inter- ws 
ceſſions, ever ſince he favoured me with his friendly 25 
and edifying Letter. Tell him I am making ſome faint ibn 
Attempts to recommend to the World a Doctrine, i 
which is Muſic to his Ears, -and better than a Cordial U 
to his Heart : The Righteouſneſs of Immanuel, freely 125 
imputed to wretched Sinners, for their complete Juſt: 

feation, and everlaſting Acceptance. I would alſo re- os 
pri nt, in an amiable and endearing Light, that other Bic 
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precious Privilege of the Goſpel, Sanctification of our 
Hearts, and Newneſs of Life, through the Power of 
the bleſſed Spirit; and give, if the Lord ſhould enable, 
2 pleafing Picture of Deatb, ſtripped of his Horrours, 
and appearing as an Uſher, commiſſioned by the Court 
of Heaven, to introduce us . before the Prince of the 
Kings of the Earth. Beſcech my worthy Friend to 
aſſiſt me with his Prayers, to the Father of Mercies, 
and Fountain of Light, that if I write, it may not be 
], but the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, that writeth by me, 
enabling Blindneſs itſelf to find out acceptable Words, 
and to hit the Avenues of Pleaſure and Conviction. 

I am glad to hear that the ſecond Part of Sunday 
Thoughts is come abroad. Pray do not fail to let Mr. 
Rivington have ſix Sets for me before Thurſday Morn- 
ing; becauſe he has another Parcel to tranſmit to me 
this Week, in which thoſe may with Convenience be 
encloſed. —Y ou have paid me an obliging Compli- 


ment; beg of the bleſſed God, dear Sir, that I may 


not be puffed up with vain Conceit of myſelf or my 
Writings. Oh 1 that Earth and Aſhes, that Guilt and 
Sin, ſhould be proud! What fo unreaſonable ? yer 
what ſo natural? May the Lord of Glory rebuke this 
arrogant Spirit; and teach my Soul to be humble, to 
be eyermore dependent on his Aid, as a weaned Child. 


As to your entering into holy Orders, I have no 
Manner of Doubt: By all Means do it: It is what I 
have becn praying for theſe ſeveral Years; it is what 
all the Diſciples of Chriſt are directed to implore at 
the Lord's Hand, that. he would ſend many ſuch La- 
bourers into his Vineyard, As God has inclined your 
Heart to the Work; as he has given you ſo clear a 
Knowledge of the Truth as it is in Jeſus ; and ſtirred 
you up to be zealous for the Intereſts of a bleeding 
Saviour; I aſſure you, if the King would make me a 
Biſhop, one of the firſt Acts of my Epiſcopal — 

| ſho 
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ſhould be to ordain the Author of Sunday Thoughts, 
J hope the Lord will guide you with his Spirit, will 
commiſſion you to feed his Flock, and make you a 
choſen Inſtrument of bringing many Sinners to Chriſt, 
many Sons unto Glory.—Pray do not think your L. 
ters are troubleſome; they are always pleaſing, always 


chearing to, 
Dear Sir, 2 
Lour very ſincere, and 
truly affectionate Friend, &:, 


LETTER. IX. 
On Zimmerman. 


My dear Friend, 


R. * * ſent me ſome Time ago, your Tranſl 

tion of Zimmerman's Excellency of the Knowledge 

of Chriſt. I was ſo engaged in urgent Buſineſs, that! 

really had not Leiſure, and ſo oppreſſed with bodily 

Weakneſs, that J had not Ability, to undertake the 

Office of comparing it with the Original. I added my 

Solicitation to your's, and preſſed * ** to reviſe, and, 

if need be, correct the Manuſcript ; and I would beg 

of you, my dear Friend, not to be haſty in publiſhing. 

| In this Affair, I am for following the Example of 
Fabius, Cunctando reftituit rem. 

If I have not been punctual in anſwering your Letter, 
aſcribe it to the uſual, which is indeed the true Cauſe: 
I mean, to a Failure of Strength, and Languor of 
Spirits, which both diſincline and OE me for 
every 
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every Thing. The Winter has made me a Priſoner, 
] have not been any farther than the Church theſe two 
Months. May you and all the Miniſters of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, be anointed with the Holy Ghoſt and with 
Power ! May you, in Imitation of our divine Maſter, 
go about doing much ſpiritual Good, and ſhedding 
abroad the Savour of his moſt precious Name. Oh! 
that I had Strength ! I would then pray earneſtly that 
[ might go and do likewiſe. 

Since it is repreſented, that I have engaged to pre- 
face the Tranſlation of Zimmermannus de Eminentid 
Cognitionis Chriſti, I will not baulk the Expectations of 
my valued Friend, though I aſſure you I ſhall addreſs 
myſelf to it with ſome Trepidation : Senſible that it 
will carry too aſſuming an Air, and ſeem as though, 
from being an obliged Author, I ſhould take upon me 
7 act as Dictator, and direct the Public in their Choice 
of Books. 


Your's affectionately, Se. 
LETTER LXI. 
His Method of evechining, 


My dear Friend, N 
1 your Letter; am ſorry to hear you have 
been ill; heartily wiſh you a Re- eſtabliſnment of 
your Health; and ſhall be glad, when it ſuits your In- 
clination and Conveniency, to ſee you at Weſfton-Favell. 
I am glad you are beginning to catechize your Chil- 
dren, I hope you will be enabled to feed Chriſt's 
Lambs, and diſpenſe to them the Milk of the Word, 
they may be able to bear it.— Indeed you apply to a 
| wrong 
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wrong Perſon for Advice. I make ſome Efforts. it i 
true, to diſcharge this Duty, but not to my own Satis. 
faction; and great will be the Glory of divine Grace, 
if it is to the Edification of my People. My Time 
for catechizing is duting the Summer: when the 

are long, and the Weather is warm. But, I think, you 
do right to conform to the uſual Cuſtom of catechizing 
m Lent. 


My Method is to aſk eaſy Queſtions, and teach the 
Children very ſhort and eaſy Anſwers.— The Lod's 
Prayer was the laſt Subject of our Explanation.—I 
ſome ſuch Manner I proceeded: Why is this Prayer 
called the Lord's Prayer? Becauſe our Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt taught it'vs.—Why is Chriſt called our Lord? 
Becaufe he bought us with his Blood. Why does he 
teach us to call God Father? That we may go to v7 
as Children to a Father.—How do Children go to 
Father? With Faith, not doubting but he will vive 
them what they want. Why our Father in Heaven? 
That we may pray to him with Reverence. What is 
meant by God's Name ? Goc himſelf and all his Per. 
fections.— What by hallowed? That he may be ho- 
noured and glorified. How is God to be honoured? 
In our = Wh with our | Tongues, and by our Lives, 
Sc. Ce. | 


On each Queſtieh I endeayour to comprehend, hot 
all that may be ſaid, but that only, which may be moſt 
level to their Capatities, and is moſt neceſſary for them 

> know.— The Anſwer to each Queſtion I explain h 

moſt familiar Manner poflible ; ſuch a Manner, a 
2 polite Hearer might perhaps treat with the mof 
ſovereign Contempt. Litrle Similies I uſe that ar 
quite low, fetched nen ex Academia, ſed 2 Tyivio.— h 
every Explanation I would be ſhort, but repeat it again 


and again. Tautology, in this Caſe, is the true Pro- 
ESO, priet 
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priety of ſpeaking. And to aur little; Augitors, the 
Crambe repetita will be better thay all the. Graces of 
Eloquences 2, ,»,1 0 | 

I propoſe to expliin/ to. n ovincipally the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Commandments: What 
relates to the two Sacraments, at preſent, I do not at- 
tempt to ſet before them: Let them firſt have ſome 
tolerable Notion of the former. I fancy, you had 
better proceed in the ſame Method. If I know your 
Sentiments about Baptiſm aright, with which our Cate- 
chiſm begins, I ſhould apprehend, it would be moſt 
prudent to go immediately to the great Fundamentals. 
However, pray to the Lord, whoſe Work you work; 
and he who is all- wife will. direct you, he who is all- 
powerful will proſper you.—Pray give my very affec- 
tionate Compliments to“ *: Through the everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs of our Redeemer, 1 hope to meet them 
in the World of Glory; and. there, * at 1 is feeble, 
will be as Duvia. 


Your's ſineercly, | is 


1 


LET T ER LXII. 


The Application of Salvation the Wark wif the divine 
Spirit. 4 


| H-ftan- Favell, May 2 „ 1750. 

Dear Siſter, | onal 
TAE Country is now in its perfection. Every 
Buſh a Noſegay, all the Ground a Piece of 
Embroidery; on each. Tree the Voice of Melody, in 


every Grove a Concert of warbling Muſic. The Air 
Vor, II. R is 
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is enriched with native Perfumes, and the whole Cre. 
tion ſeems to ſmile. Such a pleaſing, improving 
Change has taken Place; becauſe, as the P/jalmi} 
expreſſes it, God has ſent forth his Spirit, and renewed 
the Face of the Earth. Such a refining Change take; 
Place in Mankind, when God is pleaſed to ſend hi; 
holy Spirit into the Heart. Let us therefore humbh, 
and earneſtly ſeek the Influences of this divine Spiri. 
All our Sufficiency is from this divine Spirit, dwelling 
in our Hearts, and working in us both to will, and 
to do. Without his Aids, we are nothing, we have 
nothing, we can do nothing. Would we believe in 
Chriſt, to the ſaving of our Souls? We muſt receive 
Power from on High, and be enabled by this divine 
Spirit; for no Man can ſay, that Jeſus is the Lord, 0 
exerciſe true Faith on his Merits, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt. Would we be made like unto Chriſt? It can 
be done only by this divine Spirit. We are tranſ. 
formed into the ſame Image,” ſays the Apoſtle, © na 
by any Ability of our own, but by the Spirit of tie cou 
Lord.” - Would we be ſet on the right Hand of ou WF Cor 
Judge at the laſt Day? This is the Mark. that wil MW Hoy 


* 


diſtinguiſh us from the Reprobates, and number u bove 
with his faithful People. For unleſs a Man, unleſß 2 I ſn. 
Woman, have the Spirit of Chriſt, they are none a niou 
his.— But, ſince we infinitely need this enlightening an myſc 
ſanctifying Spirit, is the God of Heaven equally willing © 7 


to give it? He is; indeed he is. To obtain this Gi up n 


for us Sinners, his own Son bled to Death on the but 
Croſs. That we may be made Partakers of this Git preac 
he intercedeth at the right Hand of his Father: Aud Sacr: 
| he has paſſed his Word, he has given us a ſolemn Pro-. nicar 
miſe, that if we aſk we ſhall receive it. See, remen-M and « 
ber, and often plead in Prayer, Luke xi, 13. If r aſtin 
then, being Evil, know how to give good Gifts un dant 


* 
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your Children, how much more ſhall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them, who aft Him ? - 


From your affectionate Brother, c. 


LETTER Ln I. 
On Dili igence aud Activity in the Chrifias Miniſtry. 


une 28, 1750. 
rn 4 1b 
15 you chide, I muſt accuſe. Pray where was your 

Warrant, where your Commiſſion, to impreſs me 
into this Journey? However, as becomes a good Chriſ- 
tian, I forgive you and your Accomplice * *. | 

At St. Alban's I was weary, and diſpirited ; was loth, 
could not prevail on myſelf to deſire Doctor Cottox's 
Company at the Inn, and was not able to crawl to his 
Houſe. Believe me, I ſincerely honour, and cordially 
love, the worthy Doctor. Though I am naturally ſhy, 
[ ſhould want no Solicitations to wait on ſo very inge- 
nious and improving a Friend; a Pleaſure I promiſe 
myſelf, if Providence brings me back alive. We got 
to London about three o*'Clock on Saturday. I took 
up my Lodgings, not at my Brother's after the F leſh, 
but with the Brother of my Heart. On Sunday he 
preached with his uſual Fervour, and adminiſtered the 
Sacrament to a great Number of very ſerious Commu- 
nicants.—He delights in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
and embraces. every Opportunity of preaching the ever- 
laſting Goſpel. He is, indeed, in Labours more abun- 
dnt, Dear Sir, what a Pattern of Zeal, and miniſterial 


Fidelity, is our excellent Friend! And God rewards 
R 2 him 
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him with Joy unſpeakable. God alſo fulfils to him, i» MI L 
a remarkable Manner, his gracious Promiſe, “Ther Pe 
that honour me, I will honour.” This Day he was 1s 1 
+ moſt reſpectfully entertained at the Houſes of two Ch 
Noblemen. What a moſt exalted Satisfaction muſt he 
enjoy in attending theſe great Perſonages, not to cringe 
for Favours, but to lay upon them an everlaſting Obi. 
gation; not to aſk their Intereſts at Court, but to be 
the Miniſter of their Reconciliation to the King of 
Kings !—Thus far was wrote on Sunday Night ; but 
was hindered from finiſhing ſoon enough for the Poſt. 
Monday Morning.—Yeſterday our indefatigable 
Friend renewed his Labour of Love; and with ſuch 


Aſſiduity, that I had not Spirits to attend, what he had . 
Strength to execute. He preached to a crouded Audi- E 
ence, and yet Multitudes went away for Want of Room. 

In the Midfſt of this Audience, was a Clergyman in his WW thor 
canonical Dreſs; a Stranger; his Name I could not ofen 
learn; he behaved with exemplary Seriouſneſs, and BW one 
expreſſed much Satisfaction. One Day laſt Week Kin; 
was moſt agreeably ſurprized. Drinking Tea at 2M ciou 
Friend's Houſe, a Perſon knocked at the Door: The whic 
Servant brought Word that it was a Stranger, who de- in w. 

ſired to ſpeak with Mr. Hervey. And who do you nour 

think it was? One whom I tenderly love, but never 1 

expected to ſee again: It was the accompliſhed adi of G 

amiable Mr. ** We took ' ſweet Counſel together of G 

at Gaius mine Hoſt's, and wiſhed one another a hap! My: 


Meeting in the World of Glory.—My Fellow- trace +7 
- faw your Letter, and bid me tell you, that if you ar 


- chained to the Oar, the Chains are of your own making lim, 

Dear Sir, preach the glorious Goſpel. Be an A yr. 

baſſador of the moſt high God. Devote yourſelf to may | 
moſt important, moſt noble Service, and your div don. 


Maſter, I hope, will furniſh you with Employ, u 
open a Door for your Uſefulneſs. The Fruit of fu 
| Laboui 
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Labours will abide, and our Friend is a Proof, in what 
Peace, in what Joy, they are ſown. —My animal Nature 
is ſo very, very feeble, that I find no Benefit from the 
Change of Air, nor from the E of the moſt 


pleaſing Societe x. 


j 


Ever your's, Sc. 


— EINE FI 88 
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03 


| On the eee Strife” of a Chr Kian. Il 
| -* 10 


Lan, 22 45 73 

Dear Sir, 4:14. Io» 3 i 
UR dear Friend * * is aſh * in alc 
Intereſt to ſucceed the Miniſter -of * *, Who, 
though not ſtone dead, is ill enough to alarm the Hopes, 
of neighbouring Preachers. Oh ! that we may every 
one contend'who ſhall bring moſt Glory to the crucified 
King of Heaven, and love moft ardently his all-gra- 
cious and infinitely amiable Majeſty ! A Strife this, 
which will not foment, but deſtroy malignant Paſſions ;. 
in which Strife, Angels will be our , Ho- 
nour and Joy, the everlaſting Prize. 

I wiſh our dear Friend Z—— the rich Auel 
of God's Spirit in compoſing, and the powerful Preſence 


of God's Spirit in delivering, his Infirmary-Sermon. 


My moſt cordial Love is ever his, and ever your's. 


Thank you I do ſincerely, for your Prayers to God 
in my Behalf; and Oh! how ſhalf I. thank ſufficiently: 
tim, who procured Acceſs for us through his Blood! 
We often remember you, and wiſh and pray, that you 
may be a burning and a ſhining Light in your Genera- 


tion, 
| Dear Friend; aden. 
whe "M3. "LET. 
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LETTER LXV. 
Os varies Subj; 


| Sept. 11, 1750. 
My dear Friend, 


Received your laſt Favour. It was without Date, 

but very welcome. We have loft our zealous F riend, 
for ſeveral Days. He has been diſplaying the Banner 
of the Goſpel at, and gathering together the diſ- 
perſed of Jae]. We admire the Hero that wins Battles, 
takes Towns, and leaves Trophies of his Victories in 
every Place. But where will all ſuch Toils, and the 
very Remembrance of them be, when the Monument 
of his Labours endure for ever in Heaven ? 

Thanks for your Subſcription : I have procured more 
of another Friend. I ſhall ſoon be a poor Man, as there 
are here ſo many neceſſitous Objects. And who can 
bear to be in Affluence, while ſo many Fellow-creatures 1 
are in deplorable Want? Eſpecially, if we remember 
bim, who, though he was rich, for our Sake became 
poor; and had not where, (Oh ! marvellous, marvellous 
Abaſement !) had not where to lay his Head. 

This Night dear Mr.“ is with us; returned from 
his —— full of Life, and rich with Spolls: 

poils won from the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and con- 
— to the Captain of our Salvation. I have been 
prevailed on to fit for my Picture. If ever Portrat 
was the Shadow of a Shadow, mine is ſuch. Oh! that 

I may be renewed after the amiable Image of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, and when I awake up after his Likeneſs, I ſhal 
be ſatisfied with it! This Wiſh is breathed in a Language, 
to me unuſual. I generally comprehend my dear Friend 


in ſuch Petitions, and make his eternal Intereſts inſep# 
rable 
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table from my own. - On Sunday I heard the admired 
Mr. “. His Text was Rom. v. 1. His Doctrine 
Evangelical. The Faith which purifies the Heart, and 
works by Love; the imputed Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, comprehending both his active and paſſive Obe- 
dience ; the Operation of the bleſſed Spirit, in producing 
this ſound and lively Faith; were the Subſtance of his 
Diſcourſe.—I commit you, my dear Friend, to the 
tender Mercies of our God, and the TMR Word of 


his Grace ; remaining 


Inviolably your's, &c. 


2 
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LETTER LXVI. 


On Chriſtian Converſation. 


Leak October 23, 1750. 
My dear Friend, 


8 your Stay in Town was ſo ſhort, we could not 
expect to ſee you. On Sunday Afternoon your 
old Acquaintance Mr. * * called upon me, fat about an 
Hour, enquired after you, and talked as became the 
Chriſtian Character, and the ſacred Day. The Con- 
verſation was perfectly pleaſing ; but the Subjects, 
whether. we were led to them by Chance, or directed to 
them by Providence, were peculiarly noble and im- 
portant, 1 know that my Redeemer liveth,” Sc. 
Job xx. © Behold my Servant ſhall deal prudently,”* Cc. 
Is. li. We expect to ſee our dear Friend“, in a 
little Time, Oh! chat we may meet each other, and 

Gly converſe in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſings of the 
woſpel of Peace !] fay no more about poor Mrs. *; 


R 4 perhaps, 
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perhaps, my Concern for her, may be uncomm 
tender, ' becauſe there have-few Days paſt, ſince I knew 
her, in which I have not made mention of. her Name, 
in my Prayers for the Afflicted. May the God of Wii 
dom teach you, and the God of Power enable you, to 
do always; ſuch Things as are acceptable in his Sight 
through Jefus Chriſt! And may the Father of Com- 
paſſions make her Sorrows bring forth the peaceable 
fruits of Righteouſneſs, and iſſue in everlaſting Joy — 
J hope, the truly valuable Dr. * and his Family, took 
Knowledge of you, that you had been with Chriſt 
Let us ſtudy, let us labour, to ſpread abroad the Savour 
of his bleſſed Name; who ſuffered the Vengeance due 
to all—to all our Sins.—That his Preſence may be with 
you, and his Love be in you, 1s the invariable With, of 
22 Lour affectionate, &c, 


0 . 60 
% . 
= 


On the Myſtic Authors, and Criftian Union, | 


| London, Nev. 1 5, 1750, 
. My gear Friend, bs ha tn | 
T Have communicated your two M sto *; He 
is now with his old Acquaintance at v. On Sundy 
he preached Morning and Afternoon at L“ Church. 
May his Word prove a Seed of Life and Immortality to 
the Hearers.—On Tueſday he and Mr.“ breaktaftel 
with us: The Talk turned principally-uponithe Myſic 
Writers. Dr. * * began to warni'a little, to hear Mr. 
* inveigh pretty ſharply againſt them. Rut by giving 
a ſoft Anſwer, and making conſiderable Conceſſions i 
| 5 8 thei 
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their Behalf, Mr. * cooled, and qualified all. He 
ſpoke with remarkable Command of Temper, and, I 
think, with great Solidity of Judgment; 1 wiſh it may 
lefſen our valuable Friend H——'s Attachment to thoſe 
Authors; which, I believe, is immoderate, and, I fear, 
js pernicious. I heartily wiſh your Children may re- 
cover, and live to be a Comfort to their Father, an 
Honour to their Religion.—I have received Dr. Ds 
Remarks; very judicious, and equally faithful. I ſcarce 
know any Friend, who has ſo true a Taſte, . and 6 
much Sincerity, Fiet Ariftarchus, is the Character he 
deſerv CS, | | | | ' 
Yeſterday a ſerious Diſſenter from the Country came 
to ſee me. God had freed him from a Spirit of Bigotry, 
and made my Book acceptable to him. Oh! that we 
may all love one another, and bear with one another; 
{ fulfil the Law, and follow the Example of Chrift. 
In the New Jeruſalem, that City of the living God, all 
our little Differences of Opinion, as well as all the Re- 
mainders of Corruption, will fall off. In the Light of 
God's Countenance, we ſhall ſee the Truth clearly, and 
enjoy the Life, the Life of Heaven and Eternity, per- 
fetly. Oh!] that we may love that amiable and adorable 
Being every Day, every Hour more and more; who, 
though the King immortal, and inviſible, gave his own 
Son to bleed and die for Worms, for Rebels; for you, 
my dear Friend, and for your unworthy, but 
| D409 4273 7567 mz :iwhty St 94 1 
—_ Truly affectionate, Sec. 
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LETTER LXVIIII. 
On his Picture, and the Death ef | a-Friend. 


| a | November 20, 1750. 
- My dear Friend, 01 


PRESENT: my very __— Ackivowl 
to our obliging Friend Mr.. I rejoice in his 
Lines; as they are à Pledge of his Affectian and Friend- 
ſhip; but I really am under Apprehenſions from them, 
as they are to be a public Encomium on my Character 
leſt they ſhould: make me think more highly of myſelf 
than I ought to think. Oh! may the high and lofty 
One, who inhabits Eternity, and dwells with the humble 
Heart; vouchſafe to defend me from all the-Infinuations 
of: Pride. To be ſure, this is a trying Occaſion; for 
laudari d laudatis, is no common Honour: —I would 
beg Leave to poſtpone: the Publication of the Verſes, 
till the Mezzotinto Plate is finiſhed, and the Print 
ready to be ſold. Becauſe, if fuch a Recommendation 
appears at ſuch a Juncture, I am perſuaded, it will cauſe 
a Demand for the Picture, and further its Sale. Good 
Heavens ! who would ever have thought that ſo mean a 
Name, and ſo obſcure a Perſon, ſhould: appear in the 
World with ſuch an Air of Significancy ? Oh! that it 
may be for the Glory of that ever bleſſed and adorable 
Being, who manifeſts his tranſcendent Excellency mot 
chiefly in ſhewing Mercy.,—When you heard of Mr. 
1 Death, did you not immediately think of the Pro- 
phet's Declaration? * All Fleſh is Graſs, and all the 
Godlineſs thereof, as the Flower of the Field.” Did 
you not alſo ardently deſire, and reſolve to ſeek for, an 

aſſured Intereſt in the Promiſes of that Word, which 


endureth for ever? May the God of Grace ſeal thoſe 
8 Promiſes 
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Promiſes to our Hearts, by his bleſſed Spirit; and 
witneſs with' our Spirits, that we are the Objects of his 
Love, and Heirs of his Kingdom ! Then we may dety 
Death, and boldly bid the King of Terrors do his worſt. 
Mr. * * is making an Excurſion to ——, and I 
May the Lord God of | Hoſts go forth with his Servant, 
and make him terrible to the infernal Enemy, as an 
Army with Banners; welcome to poor Sinners, as the 
refreſhing Dews after parching Heat. How my Soul 
longs to be employed | in the ſame ſacred, bleſſed Cauſe } 
Does not your's alſo throb with the ſame Deſires ?—F 
can no more. Supper waits for me. Adieu. All 


ſpiritual Blefings be multiplied upon 


You, and ever your's, &c. 


— 
LETTER LXIX. 
On Aſſurance. 


a December 8, 1750. 
My dear Friend, 


W HY do you ſay Zimmerman's Knowledge of Chriſt 
is too comfortable for you ? The Comfort of 
Chriſtianity is the fweet Allurement to draw us to 
Heaven, and the powerful Inſtrument to fit us for 
Heaven. If our Aﬀections are attached to the World, 
the Comfort of Chriſtianity is ordained, to wean us 
from its Vanities, and win us to God. If we have 
fnned, the Love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the moſt 
bvereign Means of wounding our Hearts, and bringing 
u to Repentance. When Nathan ſaid unto David, 
The Lord hath put away thy Sin, thou ſhalt not die; 
then it is fuppoſed, he penned the thirty- ſecond P/alm, 


and 
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and poured out his Soul in unreſerved Confeſſion, 
When the bleſſed Jeſus turned, and looked upon Peter 
then his Conſcience ſmote him deep; then he went out 
and wept bitterly. And how did his dear Maſter look ? 
Was it a. reſentful, upbraiding, menacing "Glance? 
Quite the reverſe. Is this your promiſed Fidelity? this 
your Kindneſs for your Friend? Ah! Peter Peter ! 
I fee} more from your Perfidy, than from all the-Inſults 
of my Enemies. But. I know your Weakneſs, and I 
am going to die for your Guilt. Willingly, willingly, 
T lay down my Life, that this Sin may never be laid to 
your Charge. Such was the Language of that gracious 
Look. I do not wonder that it-tetched ja Flood of 
Tears from his Eyes. I find it impoſſible to refrain, 
on the bare Meditation on it. Oh! that the adorable 
Redeemer may manifeſt his all-forgiving Goodneſs in 
our Souls, and ſure it wil oven our moſt ſtubborn 
Corruptions. What can withſtand ſuch heavenly Love? 
—[ know * * ;/ and think you have.a peculiar Privilege 
in having Opportunity and Ability to ſuccour ſo ſincere 
a Chriſtian, He will more than repay you with his 
Prayers, Whatſoever you do for him, Iam perſuaded, 
will be done unto Chriſt. And who can do enough for 
Him, who deſpiſed the Shame, and endured the Croſs 
for us ?—Your Writing-Paper came ſafe, and I would 
have returned it to the Stationer as too coarſe, but ha, 
fince its Arrival, been ſeized; ſeized in the King's 
Name, by one of the King's Officers. Pray, have you 
taken Care to pay Duty? Have you not been deficient 
in ſome Inſtancenor other? Oh! ſaid Gai my Holt, 
when he heard of its coming back, it is good enqugi 
for me; it will juſt ſuit my Purpoſe; I wanted ſuch a 
Supply: —8o it is in his Hands, to be employed in ths 
Service of a great King; whoſe Name ꝓonu . can gueſs; 
whoſe Goodneſs you have experienced g vnd for whole 
Honour, I hope, we ſhall all be very ealous. = 


' 


rn 


ww — 2 — QOH ww ww wow 


— 
— 


s Mo ac. At. AS. £ 


ww OT 0 wy oo > © 


— 


£2 


3 


| My very dear FILL 


"MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 253 


fay you? Will ydu turn the Forfeiture into a free Gif, 
by ending yout᷑ full Conſent to the Deed ?—Our dear 
Friend has been viſited with a Fever; attended by the 
Doctor every Day this Week: But, bleſſed be God, is, . 
we truſt, upon the Eve of a thorough Recovery. He 
talks of preaching To- morrow; but I ſhall uſe my utmoſt 
Intereſt to diſſuade him. Let him deſiſt for a-while, 
that he may perſiſt for aglong Seaſon. We have but a 
ſmall Share of Company. Oh! that we may meet 
where we Thall part no more,” fin no more. Adieu! 
; "SHI 3495 f ' - 
Ever your's, Sc. 


L E.T . 
The nies 5 the Cape ee to Holindſe. 


ny Dec. a} "750 

OUR Letter found me, her , conbdecable Delay 
in its Paſſage,-where do you think? Where I 
never expected to go any more; found me at London 
From whence I write this, and return you my ſincereſt 
Thanks. Prevailed on by the repeated Importunity of 
my Friends, I came by eaſy Stages to Town, in order 
to try whether Change of Air may be of any Service to 
my decayed Conſtitution ; for my worthy Phyſician, Dr. 
Sonbouſe has declared, that nothing, which he can pre- 


ſeribe, is likely to adminiſter any Relief, 


have Reaſon to be convinced, from the Accounts 
which your Letter brings, and from the Reports which 
I receive in this Place, that * here we have no con- 
tinuing City.” Thanks, everlaſting Thanks to- the 
divine Goodneſs, which has prepared for us a Adanfion, 
«© not 
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ce not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens.” 4 Gi 
Manfion, © whoſe Builder, whoſe Maker, and whof pr 
Glory is God.“ Not only the Diſappointment, by WM #{ 
even the Acqui tion of our Deſires, beſpeaks the 
Emptineſs of the World. But what a complete Felieity, 
what an all-ſatisfying Portion, will the Enjoyment of 
God be!] When JI awake up after thy Likeneſs, (and an 
adinitted to ſtand in thy beatific Preſence) I ſhall be 
ſati gad with it. 


I pitied as T read poor Miſs * *'s Caſe. There cannot . Pr 
be a feen i Diſtreſs, than a Conſcience, that is awakened, WM Sp 
and a Heart, that deſponds. © The Spirit of a Man,” tx 
ſays Solomon, * will ſuſtain his other Infirmities, but: tha 
wounded Spirit who can bear?” A wounded Spiri Wl m 
was the bittereſt Ingredient, even in the Cup of ou {WI fuc 
Lord's exquiſitely ſevere Sufferings. He that bore the WI Gr 
racking Tortures of Crucifixion, without a Complaint, Bei 
cried lamentably, wept Blood, when the Arrows of the Fo 
Almighty were within him. Then his Soul was for- on 
rowful, exceeding ſorrowful, forrowful even unto Death, Wl Ha 
This Dejection of our adored Maſter, ſhould be or mo 
Conſolation ; his Agonies are our Eaſe; he was deeply Bl Ne 
ſorrowful, that we might be always rejoicing. : To be. inſt 
lie ve, chat he “ was wounded for our Sins, and bruiſed and 
for our Iniquities;“ that he was deſtitute, afflicted, tor- in z 
mented for our Sake; that by his vicarious, and molt is b 
meritorious Obedience unto Death, he has obtained He: 
everlaſting Redemption for us, — firmly to believe this Wl of 
1s not Arrogance, is not Preſumption, but our bounden carr 
Duty, as well as our ineſtimable Privilege. “ This h for 


his Command,” ſays St. Fohn, © that we believe on the 
Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” Never, never was ary 
Command more gracious, or more worthy to be written 
on the Tables of our Hearts. Let us not, my dear Mr. 
*, by indulging Unbelief—O ! let us not diſhonou 

the boundleſs Mercy, and the inviolable F * 
8 | | God; 
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God; let us not depreciate the infinite Merits, and all- 
prevailing Interceſſion of our bleſſed Mediator. But 
ky with the lively Poet, Dr. Watts, in his * 

O! for a ſtrong, a laſting Faith, 

To credit what th' Almighty faith ! 

T' embrace the Promiſe of his Son, 


And call the Joys of Heav'n our own! 
Hyun LX. Book II. 


You enquire about my new Work, intended for the 
Preſs. It is a great Uncertainty, whether my languid 
Spirits, and enfeebled Conſtitution, will permit me to 
execute my Deſign. It is a Pleaſure, however, to hear, 
that I am ſometimes admitted to converſe with you by 
my Book. May the divine Spirit accompany every 
ſuch Converſation ; and teach our Souls to glow with 
Gratitude to that tranſcendently great and graciaus 
Being, who ſtretched out the Heavens, and laid the 
Foundations of the Earth ; who ſtretched out his Arms 
on the curſed Tree, and laid the Foundation of our 
Happineſs in his own Blood.—Pleaſe to preſent my 
moſt reſpectful Compliments to Mrs. , your worthy 
Neighbour Mr. * *, and his Nieces. Give me Leave, 
inſtead of wiſhing you a merry Chriſtmas, to wiſh them, 
and yox all that Joy, which the holy Prophet felt; when, 
in an Extaſy of Delight, he cried out, © To us a Child 
is born! to us a Son is given!” All the Glories of 
Heaven unite in his wonderful Perſon ; all the Bleſſings 
of Time and Eternity are the Fruit of his precious In- 
Arnd my dear Sir, and ceaſe not to pray 


Tour ever affectionate, &c. 
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a Faun Maier 40 be encouraged. . 
f | * Lyndon, Dec. . 1750, 


My dear Friend, 


; BE ſo Kind as to let your Servant look out for ſome 
Perfon of Collingtree, and deliver to him the en- 
 Uloſed Letter. He will probably find ſome ſuch Perſon 
on Monday at *; and I would have the Letter con- 
veyed by Chriſtmas, chat it may furniſh my People with 
h Matter for Converſation at their hoſpitable Meetings, 
Our excellent Friend follows the Advice of the 
Preacher; ; whatſoever, of a charitable, or godly Nature, 
"his Hand fintleth to do, he does it with his Might; 2 
one dee 95 convinced that there is no Wiſdom nor De- 
vice in the Grave, whither we all are haſting. Does not 
ſo amiable a Perſon, ſuch an indefatigable Servant of 
Chriſt, ſuch a compaſſionate Friend to Mankind, does 


not he deſerve Encouragement ? 


We have juſt. been to hear a very — was Diſcourſe 
upon Zecb. iv. 7. Mr. *, who made one of the 
Congregation, ſends his Compliments to you, and to 
Dr. , which, when; you preſent, be pleaſed to add 
mine. Who do you think I latehy drank, Tea with? 
The two Ladies, before whom you put me ſo extremely 
to the Bluſh. May neither they nor I be put to ever- 
laſting Shame and Confuſion! I did what was in ny 
Power to prevent it, by recommending that adorable 
Saviour to their Affections, in whom, whoſoever be- 
lieveth ſha not be aſhamed. They commiſſioned me 
to tranſmit their Compliments to you.—You hare 
Thanks and Prayers (the Reward which a Prog 
| gives 


* 
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gives) for the Writing - Paper. What Account can you 
give us of Lady **'s Health? Never, never, will 
che Phyſician's Skill be employed for the lengthening 
of a more valuable Life. May Almighty Goodneſs bleſs 
thoſe Preſcriptions, and command her Conſtitution, and 
our Zeal avalaara, to ſprout out afreſh, to revive. 


Ever your's, &c. 


LETTER 1x0 


. The Neceſſity of Chriſtian Patience. | 
he 
e, Dec. 29, 1 750. 


My dear Friend, 


HIS Time laſt Week, I og Pen in Hand to 
beg; now I ſhould be ungrateful, if I did not re- 
ſume it, in Order to return my Thanks, which I do 
moſt ſincerely, in my own Name, and on the Behalf of 
my excellent Hoſt. He is now engaged in Company, 
and cannot poſſibly ſteal a Quarter of an Hour to make 
his Acknowledgments. —The Limner has been with me 
0 BY twice, and is to give the finiſhing Touches on Monday. 

How ſlowly, and how patiently, theſe Artiſts advance ! 


UB Pattern for us. So may we have the Image of the 
ch amiable Jeſus gradually inſtamped on our Hearts, till 
* Death gives the finiſhing Stroke, and makes us com- 


He pletely like our Beloved. In the mean Time we have 
Need of Patience : Patience muſt be exerciſed towards 
ourſelves ; and God, the bleſſed God, is unſpeakably 
patient towards us all.— Mr.“ * is willing to undertake 
the Tranſlation of Zimmerman de Cognitione Chriſti, I 
would have it thrown into the Form of a Dialogue ;— 
Vol. II. 8 | Why 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Why do you entertain ſuch harſh Thoughts of the 


deareſt, moſt benign, and gracious of all Beings ? I can 
no more. | 
Ever your's, G,. 


LETTER LXXIII. 
On preſenting his Meditations. 


Dear Sir, 


I Return you Thanks for the Peruſal of your Pan: 
phlets. Be pleaſed to accept the two little Volumes, 
which accompany your other Books, as an Expreſſion 
of my Gratitude to your Pen, and ſincere Affection to 
your Perſon. May I requeſt the Favour of you, good 
Sir, ſometimes to implore the Bleſſing of a graciow 
God upon the Author, and his weak Attempts ; that 
the one may walk ſuitably to his holy Profeſſion, and 
high Calling ; that the other may pleaſe the Reader for 
his Good to Edification.— This will be a ſingular Fayour, 
and ſhall be readily returned by, - 


Reverend Sir, 
Your affectionate Friend, 


and humble Servant, &. 


LEP 


entitlec 
Brozwng 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


On various Subjects. 
Lontln, Dec. 24, 1750. 


Dear Mr. Nixon, 
1 aſhamed to ſee fo obliging a Letter, from fo - 
valuable a Friend, lie ſo long unanſwered. I de- 
yed my grateful Acknowledgments to you on this 
Subject, till 1 could fee what would be the Iſſue of our 
Deſign.—As you propoſe to recommend my Picture, 
by your ingenious Verſes, I ſhould rather chuſe to have 
them inſerted (with your Permiſſion) in the Magazine, 
and public Papers, than to have them affixed to the 
Copper-Plate: This Practice, though once cuſtomary, 
s now, I believe, ſeldom uſed ; and for me to revive 
t, when it does me ſuch diſtinguiſhed Credit, would | 
be too vain-glorious; otherwiſe, I aſſure you, dear Sir, -i 
| hould be glad to have a Memorial of our Friendſhip | 
engraved on Braſs, or a more durable Metal. And give 
ne Leave to declare, that though I was exceedingly 
pleaſed with the Character you gave of my Book, in 
your excellent * Anniverſary Sermon, yet I was much 
more delighted with your acknowledging me as your 
Friend, and ſuffering it to be known, that I have a 
dare in your Affection. | | 
| propoſe to make a long Stay in Town, and ſhall 
promiſe myſelf the Pleaſure of your Company at my 
brothers. — Have you ever met with a little Poem, 
entitled Sunday Thoughts? The Author, Mr. Meſes 
browne, is a very worthy Man, and the Poem not 


50. 


* See the wotthy and ingenious Mr. Nixon's Sermon, preached 
ore the Governors of the Infirmary at Norehampyon. 
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beneath your Regard.—Shall I wiſh my worthy Friend 
a merry Chriſtmas ? This Compliment will be paid you 
by Multitudes. Rather let me wiſh, that Chriſt Jeſus, 
the ever bleſſed Immanuel, may be formed in beth our 
Hearts! Renewed after his amiable and divine Image, 
may you ſee, many revolving happy new Years belbw, 
and at laſt have an abundant Entrance into the New 
Jeruſalem, which is above. —Breathing ſuch Wiſhes, | 


remain, 
Dave Sir, 


Your much obliged, and 
very affeCtionate Friend, &, 


7 #4 — 2 


TN 
On the Divine, Mercy, as a Remedy againſt Deſpondeng. 


Zenden, Feb. 5, 1751, 
Dear Mrs, — 25 7 


Received your valuable Letter, and thank you for it, 
L. —I am exceeding glad, and bleſs the unſpeakable 
Goodneſs of God, if he has made my poor Miniſtr, 
in any Degree, ſerviceable, or comfortable to your Soul. 
I accompany my former Labours (if ſuch extremely 
. feeble Attempts may be called Labours) with my te- 
peated Prayers, and bear my little Flock on my ſuppl- 
cating, and affectionate Heart, all the Day long. 0! 
that the gracious God may fulfil in them all the good 
Pleaſure. of his Will, and the Work of Faith wit 
Power | | 
I rejoice to find, that you know the Truth : May you 
know it more and more; be eſtabliſhed in it, and es. 
perience the Efficacy of it. May the Truth 9 


9 
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free! free from the Prevalence of Unbelief, the Domi- 
nion of Sin, and the Oppreſſion of Sorrow !—Give, 
give—Glory to God for opening the Eyes of your 
Mind, and bringing you to the Riches of Chriſt. Take 
to yourſelf the Comfort of this ineſtimable Bleſſing, 
and by no Means reject your own Mercy.— Pray do 
not harbour hard Thoughts concerning the bleſſed 
God, nor cheriſh deſponding Apprehenſions concerning 
yourſelf, though always frail, and in every Reſpect im- 
perfect. The great and good Father of our Spirits, 
knows whereof we are made; he remembers that we 
are but Duſt; and will not be extreme to mark what is 
done amiſs. Extreme to mark ! ſo far from it, that to 
thoſe who ſeek him in Sincerity, ſeek him through his 
dear Son, he is tender and compaſñonate beyond all 
Imagination: * As a Father pitieth his own Children, 
ſo is the Lord merciful unto them that fear him,“ 
Hal. ciii. 13, © And as a Mother comforteth her Son, 
ſo will the Lord thy God comfort thee, Jai. Ixvi, 13. 
« Since we want loving Kindneſs and Mercy to follow 
us all the Days of our Life, bleſſed, for ever bleſſed, 
be the God of Heaven, in theſe he delighteth,” Fer. 
It. 24, | 

Oh! caſt thy Burden upon the Lord, ſays the Holy 
Spirit. Caſt it upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This is 
an Art which the Chriſtian ſhould be diligent to learn, 
and watchful to practiſe. Chriſt is a Saviour, but we 
neglect to make Uſe of him: We are come to him, 
but we forget to walk in him. When Guilt accuſes us, 
or Guilt overtakes us, inſtantly let us fly to Chriſt, as 
the J/raelites, when wounded, looked to the brazen 
Serpent, There, let us ſay, there is the Propitiation 
for this abominable Sin. For this, and for all my other 
lniquities, his Heart was pierced, and his Blood ſpilt. 
The Vials of Wrath, due to my Provocations, were 
poured upon that ſpotleſs Victim; and by his Stripes I 
S 3 am 
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am healed. —If our own Obedience is deplorably deſec. 
tive, ſo that we are ſometimes ready to. cry out with 
the Prophet, My Leanneſs ! my Leanneſs ! Woe i; 
me; let us turn our Thoughts to the great Mediator 


- Righteouſneſs; this is conſummate and divine; this 


was wrought out for us; this is imputed to us; in this 
all the Seed of J/ael ſhall be juſtified, and in thi; 
ſhould they glary.—If your Prayers are dull and lan- 
guid, remember the — of Chriſt. He ever 
appears in the Preſence of God for you; and how can 
your Cauſe miſcarry, which has fuch an Advocate? If 
the poor Widow was heard, even by the unjuſt Judge; 
ſhall not the dearly beloved Son of God prevail, when 
he makes Interceſſion to a moſt gracious Father? A 
Father, who loves both him and his People.--1If you 
want Repentance, want Faith, want Holineſs, Chriſt 
is exalted to be both a Prince and a Saviour, and to 


give all theſe defirable Bleſſings. © He is aſcended up 


on High, has led Captivity captive, and received 
Gifts,” ſpiritual Gifts for Men, yea, even for his Ene- 
mies, for the Rebellious. It is his Office to beſtoy 
theſe precious Graces on poor Sinners; and he is a 
ready to execute this Office, as the Mother i is ready to 
adminiſter the Breaſt ro a ſucking Child, —Do you real 


the Seriptures? Still keep Chriſt in View. When 


dreadful Threatenings occur, ſay, theſe I deſerved ; but 
Chriſt has bore them in my Stead. When rich Pro- 
miſes are made, ſay, of theſe I am unworthy ; but my 
Redeemer's Worthineſs is my Plea ; he has purchaſed 
them for me by his Merits. All the Promiſes of God 
are Yea and Amen (ſure and certain to the believing 
Soul) in Chriſt Jeſus. 

To make ſuch a perpetual Application of Chriſt, i 
to eat bis Fleſh, and drink his Blood. Thus may you, 
may I, may all my dear People, be enabled to paſs the 


Time of our ſojourning here below | Deriving * 
who 
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whole ſpiritual Life, our Pardon and Sanctification, our. 
Hope, and our Joy, from that inexhauſtible Fountain 
of all Good. Though I am not with you in Perſon, I 
am often with you in Spirit; and daily commit you to 
the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls; who is ten 
thouſand, thouſand Times more condeſcending, com- 
paſſionate and faithful than 


Your truly affectionate Friend, &c, 


: 


n 


— 
— 


T W & 56” 


LETTER LXXVI. 
On cleaving to Chriſt. 


Dear —, 
| [ Received your kind Letter; and am glad to find, 
that you and Mrs. *, and Mrs. , often meet 
together, and like the People mentioned by the Pro- 
phet, ſpeak one to another of the Things of God. 
Oh! let us exhort one another to Faith, to Love, and 
to good Works; and fo much the more, as we ſee the 
Day, the Day of eternal Judgment approaching. Ere 
lng we ſhall hear the Shout of the Archangel, and the 
Trump of God. Oh! let us imitate the wiſe Virgins, 
and get Oil in our Lamps, true Grace in our Hearts; 
that we may be prepared for our Lord's ſecond Coming; 
ad not dread, but love his appearing, 0 
My Departure from Nortbampton was fadden and 
mexpected. Could I have ſeen my People, and given 
tiem my parting Advice, it ſhould have been in the 
Words of that good Man Barnabas, who exhorted all 
tie Diſciples, that with Purpoſe of Heart they would 
leave unto the Lord. | 
| 84 leave, 
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Cleave, my dear Friends, to the Lord Jeſus Chiig 
Cleave to his Word: © Let the Word of Chrift dwell 
1 richly,“ and be your Meditation all the Day 

Let the Bible, that ineſtimable Book, be often 
in es Hands, and its precious Truths be ever in you 
Thoughts. Thus let us fit, with holy Mary, at the 
Feet of Jeſus; and T hope, we ſhall experience his 
Word to drop as the Rain, and diſtil as the Dew, 


Cleave to his Merits :—F ly to his divine Blood for 
Pardon; it is the Fountain opened for Sin, and for 
Uncleanneſs. It purges from all Guilt, takes away al 
Sin; and, bleſſed be God, it is always open, alway 
free of Acceſs.——Fly to his Righteouſneſs : Let us m. 
nounce our own, and rely on his Obedience. What 
unprofitable Servants are we! how ſlothful in our whole 
Life! how imperfect in every Work !—But, as for 
Chriſt, his Work is perfect; it is complete, and in- 
figitely meritorious, In his ſhall all the Seed of Trac, 
all true Believers, be juſtified, and in this ſhall the 
glory. _ 

Cleave to his Spiri. eek for Fe: divine Spirit 
cry mightily to God for the divine Spirit, Let them, 
that have it, pray, that they may have it more abun- 
dantly, and be even filled with the Spirit. This bleſſed 
Spirit reveals Chriſt, ſtrengthens Faith, quickens Love, 
and purifies the Heart. Chriſt died to obtain this 
Spirit for us: He intercedes for us, that we may re- 
cetve it; and his heavenly Father for his Sake, © has 

romiſed to give the holy Spirit to thoſe, who aſk it. 
. has promiſed (Oh! glorious Privilege) to give i 

Na readily. than a Farenr gives Bread to a hungy 

il 

- Cleave to his Rage Study his: holy Life; et 
his unblameable Conduct; obſerve his amiable Tem- 
pers: Look to this heayenly Pattern, as: thoſe, thut 


ö al 
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learn to write, look to their Copy: And God grant, 
that we all beholding with open Face the Glory of the 
Lord, may be changed into the ſame Image, from 
Glory to Glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord ! 

Thus let us cleave to Chriſt the Lord: Cleave with 
full Purpoſe of Heart, inceſſantly, cloſely, inſeparably.. 
Let us ſay with our Father Jacob, © I will not let thee. 

Let us imitate the Syrophenician Woman, whom. 
no Diſcouragements could divert from her Purpoſe. 
Temptations, Difficulties, all the Aſſaults of our Enemy, 
ſhould make us haſten to the ſtrong Hold, the City of 
Refuge, and abide in it. And he has promiſed, I 
will never leave thee, nor forſake thee.” He will 
gather us with his Arm, and lay us in his Boſom. He 
will guide us by his Grace, and receive us into his 
Glory.—There, in thoſe happy, happy Manſions, may 
we, and .many, very many of my dear Flock meet, 
and never be parted more !—This is the Re S De 
fire, and the Gai Prayer of, | | | 


Their, and your truly afeQiondts F riend, OY 
LETTER LXXVII. 
Conſolations againſt the Fear of Death. 
.* 27586 


AND as are you very weak? Is Sickneſs in the 
Chamber, and Death at the Door? Come then, 
kt us both ſit down with Diſſolution and Eternity in 
View ; and encourage one another from the Word, the 
dach Word of God. I have as much Need of 
ſuch 
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ſuch Conſolations as you, my dear Friend, and may, 
perhaps, have Occaſion to uſe them as ſoon. 


What is there formidable in Death, which our ever 

bleſſed Redeemer has not taken away ?—Do the Pangy 
of Diſſolution alarm us? Should they be ſharp, they 
cannot be very long ; and our exalted Lord, with whom 
are the Iſſues of Death, knows what dying Agonies 
mean. He has ſaid in the Multitude of his tender 
Mercies, © Fear thou not, for T am with thee ; be not 
diſmayed; for I am thy God: I will ſtrengthen thee, 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right Hand of my Righteouſneſs,” (Jai. xli, 10.) This 
Promiſe authorizes us to ſay boldly, « Yea, though! 
walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, l 
will fear no Evil; for thou art with me, thy. Rod and 
thy Staff comfort me.” Pal. xxili. 4. 
Are we afraid to enter into a ſtrange, inviſible, un. 
known World ?—Irt is the World, into which our divine 
Maſter is gone; where he has prepared everlaſting 
Manſions * for his People, and has appointed his Angels 
to conduct us thither. —Having ſuch a Convoy, what 
-ſhould we dread? And, going to our eternal Home, 
where our all-bountifuFRedeemer is, why ſhould we be 
reluctant? 

Are we concerned, on Account of what we leave? 
We leave the worſe, to poſſeſs the better. If we leave 
our earthly Friends, we ſhall find more loving and 
lovely Companions. We ſhall be admitted among the 
innumerable Company of Angels, and to the general 
Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt born, that are written 
in Heaven f.—Do we leave the Ordinances of Reli- 
gion, which we have attended with great Delight? 
leave the Word of God, which has been ſweeter. to our 
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Souls, than Honey to our Mouths ? We ſhall enter into 
the Temple, not made with Hands, and Join that 
happy Choir, who reft not Day nor Night, faying, 
« Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, 
and is, and is to come “.“ And if our Bible is no 
more, we ſhall have all, which is promiſed ; we ſhall 
behold all that is deſcribed therein. If we drop the 
Map of our heavenly Canaan, it will be to take Poſſeſ- 
fion of its bliſsful Territories. That © City has no need 
of the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine in it; for 
the Glory of God does lighten ir, and the Lamb is'the 
Light thereof f.“ Oh, my Friend, bleſſed, for ever 
bleſſed, be the Grace of our God, and the Merits of 
his Chriſt ! We ſhall exchange the ſcanty Stream far - 
the boundleſs Ocean; and if we no longer pick the firſt. 
ripe Grapes, we ſhall gather the copious, the abound- 
ing, the never-ending Vintage. 

Do we fear the Guilt of our innumerable Sins? 
Adored be the inexpreſſible Loving-kindneſs of God 
our Saviour! our Sins have been puniſhed in the 
bleſſed Jeſus ; the Lord * laid on him the Iniquity of 
us all T.“ © He his own ſelf bare our Sins, in his 
own Body on the Tree 5.“ So that © there is no 
Condemnation to them, that are in Chriſt Jeſus |.” 
Oh! that we may be enabled, with the Apoſtle, to 
make our Boaſt of this Sayiour, and to triumph 1a this 
Faith! “ Who ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of 
God's Elect? It is God that juſtifieth, who is he, that 
condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather is riſen 
again, who is even at the right Hand of God; who 
alſo maketh Interceſſion for us,” 


ls Judgment the Thing that we fear ?—To the par- 
doned Sinner it has nothing terrible. The Lord Jeſus, 


Rev. iv. 8. „ Rev. A. 3. 1 Tall nn. 6. 
pet. ü. 24. Rom. vüi. 1. 


whe 
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who keeps his Servants from falling, preſents them alf 
faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory * with ex. 
ceeding Joy *.” Obſerve the comfortable Expreſſions, 
preſents faultleſs, and with exceeding Jay. Juſtly there- 
fore does the Apoſtle” reckon it among the Privilege; 
of the Chriſtians, that they are come to God, © the 
Judge of all 1: For the Judge is our Friend, the 
Judge is our Advocate, the Judge is our Propitiation, 
the Judge is our Righteouſneſs, And is it not a Pri. 
vilege to come to ſuch a Judge, as will not ſo much a 
mention our Iniquities to us, but condeſcend to take 
Notice of our poor unworthy Services; who ſits on the 
great Tribunal, not to paſs the Sentefice. of Damnation 
upon us, but to give us a Reward I- a Reward of free 
Grace, and of inconceivable Richneſs. 

Let me conclude with thoſe charming Words of the 
evangelical Prophet, . Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
People, ſaith your God. Speak you comfortably to 
Feruſalem, and cry unto ker, that her Warfare is accom. 
pliſhed, that her Iniquity is pardoned; for her Re- 
deemer, her all- gracious Redeemer, hath received of 
the Lord's Hand double for all her Sins . — May the 
God of our Life and Salvation make theſe Scriptùres 
be unto us, as a Staff in the Traveller's Hand, and as 
2 Cordial to the fainting Heart, that we may be ſtrong 
in the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that we may 
glorify him # Death, and glorify him for Death ; be- 
cauſe Death will introduce us into his immediate Pre- 
ſence, where we ſhall: be  forrowful no more, ſinful no 
more, at a Diſtance: no more; but be joyful,” and be 
like our Lord; love him with all our Souls, praiſe him 
to all Eternity. Let us then be of good Cheer: Soon 
in our heavenly Jernſalm we ſhall meet again; be 
Jade, ver. 24. + Heb. Xii. 23, 4 Lal. xl; 1, 2. 
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cauſe God is faithful, inviolably faithful, and infinitely 
merciful, who hath” N to you, and 
promiſect to ; 2 
P. S. My kindeft Reſpedts to Mr. ** and Mrs, **; 
Bid them be of good Courage, and go on their 
Way rejoicing; for their Redeemer is mighty, 
his Merits are unſpeakable, and his Love is un- 
changeable. 


fure ſhould I think it, was I able to execute the 
miniſterial Office, to bring Home to their Parlours 
the glad Tidings of an all-ſufficient Saviour, as 
well as to preach them in the Pulpit Polly, I 
hope, loves her Bible; may the Word of Chrif 
dwell in her. richly; and may He be with your 
en now they are old er- 
headed, 


LETTER LXXVIIL 
The Chriſtian's Laconia ah 


Dear , 


I Hope go better in your 
Health: But, if it ſhould find you in a weak and 
anguiſhing Condition, I hope. a. gracious. God will 
lanEtify what it contains, to the Comfort of your Soul. 
Often conſider, if you die, you will leave a World 
full of Sin; a Condition, full of Frailty, Ignorance, 
and Miſery ; a Body that has long been a heavy Bur- 


ben, a fore Clog, both to your Services, and to your 


Comforts ; 


My moſt reſpectful Compliments 
wait upon Mr. *, and Mrs. What a Plea- 


$50 MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS; 


Comforts ;| and why ſhould any one be greatly un- 
willing to leave ſuch a State ?—If you die, you will gg 
into an unknown World; but the Comfort is, you 
have a kind and faithful Friend gone thither before, 
Jeſus Chriſt, your beſt Friend, and the Lover of your 
Soul, is Lord of that unſeen World, Jeeps Brechen 
were not afraid to go down into Egypt, hen they 
knew that their dear Brother was Governor of the 
Country. And ſince your moſt merciful Saviour is 
Ruler of the inviſible World, be not afraid to leave 
the Body, and depart chither. It is ſaid, the Spirit of 
old Jacob revived, when he ſaw the Waggons ſent to 
carry him to his beloved Son: And the poor languiſh- 
ing Believer may look upon Death, as the Waggon 
ſent by Jeſus Chriſt, to 1 his Soul Home w 
Nei 

But after Death comes dane and this is tertible 
| —+ Canſider, who is the Judge. Was the Father, that 
begat you, was the Mother, that bare you, or the 
Friend, that is as your own Soul, was any one of theſe 
to be the Judge, and to paſa the Sentence, you would 
not be apprehenſive of rigorous Proceedings, you would 
expect -all poſſible Clemency: Mercy, in this Caſe, 
would rejoice againſt Judgment. But, to our unſpeak- 
able Comfort, we are informed by the Scriptures, that 
a glorious Perſon, far more mereiful than a Father, far 
more compaſſionate than a Mother, far more affec- 
tionate than a Friend, is to decide our Doom; even 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who loved us with an everlſt 
ing Love. Who declares, that a Woman may forget 
her ſucking Child, much ſooner than he forget to be 
merciful to thoſe, that put their Truſt in him. Fot 
thus it is written, © God hath. appointed a Day, in 
which he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by 
that Man, whom' he kth WI, even I 1 
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The Judge calls himſelf our Huſband, the Bride+ 
groom of poor believing Souls. And will the Bride- 
groom deliver to Deſtruction his own Bride, whom he 
has bought wich his Blood, and with whom he has 

made an everlaſting Covenant? Jai. liv. 5. 


The Judge vouchſafes to be our Advocate. And 
gill he condemn thoſe for whom he has long inter- 
ceded ? Will he condemn thoſe for whom he poured 


out his Prayers when he was on Earth, and on 1 
Behalf he has conſtantly * in the Preſence of 


Cod? 1 Jobn ii. 1. 

The Judge condeſcends to be our Head, and calls 
the weakeſt Believers his Members. And did ever any 
one hate his own Body? Did ever any one delight to 
maim, or take Pleaſure to ruin his own Fleſh, and his 
Bones ? Col. i. 18. 1 Cor. xil. 27. 


The Judge has been our Victim, the Sacrifice for 
our Sins. And will he conſign thoſe to Damnation, 
for whom he endured the Agonies of Crucifixion ? If 
he has given himſelf for us, will he not with this Gift 
freely give us all Things? give us Pardon at that 
awful Day? give us the Crown of Glory, which fadeth 
tot away? Heb. ix. 14, 26. 

Farther to confirm your Faith, and eſtabliſh your 
— it will be proper to conſider, what you have to 

The proud Phariſee made his abſtaining from 
pi Joi quities, and his Punctuality in ſome external 
erformances, his Plea. The blinded Fews went about 
to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, and depended on 
tis broken Reed for Acceptance.—But we have a 
rer Foundation, whereon to build our comfortable 


Expectations. 

If arraigned on the Foot of Guilt; great Guilt z 
Manifold Guilt ; aggravated Guilt; long-contrafted 
Cult; we have an Atonement to plead, a Sacrifice of 

unknown 


„ AirscrrLANEoUs LETTERS 


unknown Value, 4 Propitiation glorious and Ries, 
We have the Blood of the Lamb to plead ;' Blood that 
taketh away not one Sin, or a few Sins, or a Multitude 
of Sins only; but (O delightful Truth!) taketh awy 
all, all, all Sins. Tes, it taketh away all Sins from 5 
Believer, be they ever ſo numerous; all Sins, be they 
ever ſo heinous. 1 Jobn i. 7. Rev. i. 5. 


Should the Law take us by the Throat, and make 
that ſevere Demand, Pay me, that thou oweſt.— 
is paid, we reply, by our dtvine Surety, An incarnate 
God has been obedient in our Stead. In the Lord, 
the Lord Redeemer have we Righteouſneſs. ' And ca 
the Law inſiſt on a more excellent Satisfaction? Dog 
not this magnify the Law, and make it honourable? 
e By the Obedience of one (that is Chriſt) ſhall many 
be made righteous.” Jai. xlv. 24. Rom. v. 19. 


Should it further be urged, « without Holineſs u 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord: Ig not Holineſs; the Thing 
for. which. we have longed ? It is true, we have not 
attained to Holineſs ; ſpotleſs. and-undefiled Holineſs; 
neither could we in the Regions of Temptation, and 
in a Body of Corruption. But has not our Guilt bee 
our Sorrow, and our indwelling Sin our heavieſt Croſs? 
Have we not groaned under our remaining Iniquitiey 
and been burthened with a Senſe of our Failings?- An 

+ are not theſe Groanings, the Firſt-fruits. of the Spirit 
Are not theſe the Work of thy own Grace, bleſſe 
Lord ? and wilt thou not conſummate in Heaven, whit 
thou haſt thus begun upon Earth? Do we not delir 
Heaven, chiefly becauſe in thoſe bleſſed Manſions we 
ſhall fin no more ; we ſhall offend our God no more; 
be. no. more forgetful. of a dying Saviour ; no more 
diſobedient to the Motions of a ſanctifying Spirit? 
And ſhall” we be diſappointed of this Hope ft cu 
hor, cannot be.— They that hunger and thirſt alt 

Righteoul 
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a MI fc; therefore there temaifteth che Accomplif 
of this 12 ey pb aſfuredly AW; ke up 7s 
Likeneſs of their Lord; at the great Reſyrretian Day, - 


fied with it. 


e e 
fan now come 10 à Concluſſon Rut I caonor 
le conclude without wiſhing you all Joy and Peate in be- 


4 heving. Though your F leſb and your Heart fail, may 
Cod be the Strength of your Heart, and your Portion 
br ever !—1 daily, I frequently make Mention of you 
25 in my Prayers; and, What 18 better than all, the dearly 
"WH Bcloved of the Father remembers you now he js in his 
? Kingdom - | 
| I am; : 


Tour very affeRionate Friend, H. 
LETTER LXXIX 

the following Laiter was ſent to the Preacher, by 4 

Lottager itt 4 Country Village ; and is here printed, t0 


He boto thankfully the Poor receive the preaching of 
the Goppel, and Ig preſerve fo remarkable, and uſeful 


Lauer from periſbing. 
Reverend his, 


] Hunbly beg your Pardon for prefuming to wie 
# to. you: Being one of your Hearers, I was very 
much affected with your goad Sermons, having, known 
md experienced the Truth of them, viz. That Per 
Vos. II. T a muſt 
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| muſt be convinced of their undone State by Naruxz, Wl fi 
and brought into a State of Concern, or Self- Condemns. WY 2: 
tion, before they will ſeek and earneftly deſire the f 


' Knowledge of Chriſt crucified.— To one who feels the 
condemning Power of the Law, Chriſt is precious. 
Such have taſted the Bitterneſs of Sin; for till then, 
they are alive without the Law, as St. Paul faith, 
Rom. vii. 9. not ſeeing that the Law requires perfel 
Obedience, and that THEIRS at the beſt is very imper. 
fe#.—Hence the beſt of us in our carnal State are 
ſtriving to be juſtified by our own Works ; yea, though 
we cannot but know, that we ↄſten break the Laws of 
God, Rom. ill. 20, and 28. 


ut then we think, it is true I am a Sinner, and 
there is none without Sin ; thus we preſume upon our 


ſeeming Obedience, not conſidering how : 52% a 25 
CHANGE muſt be wrought upon our Soul by Repe 
ance; and that we muſt be united to Chriſt by Faith 
and partake of his Likeneſs, without which, Chriſt, a 
to us, is dead in vain, (Gal. ii. 21.) And when the 
holy Spirit has convinced us of our Miſery by Sn r 
(Jobn xvi. 8.) and Need of Chriſt ; then, uſually, W 
are thinking ro bo ſomething to purchaſe an Intereſ i no ( 
in him; not conſidering we muſt be humble Suppliconts i Rim 
at his Feet, waiting for every Thing-we want at the WM Chri 
Throne of Grace, as Repentance, Pardon, Sanctific- WM not « 
tion, Redemption, as purchaſed by Hr : (per Lie our c 
* e Birr of Ged. Rom. vi. 23... a ore 
It is the humbled Perſon, who will accept of Chriſt, ¶ porti 
«in all his Offices, not only as a Prieſt to atone for Sin, WW our \ 
but alſo as a Prophet to teach, and a King to rule ov ona 


him, and ſubdue all his Sins. The Covenant of Grace 
| anſwers all our Wants, there is not only-\Mery ® 
* pardon, but alſo Grace to ſan#Fify; and renew our N. 
ture. I is the humbled Believer, who can 1 
n | 9 | I. 
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hay, © Chriſt is the moe of God unto Salvation,” 
Rom. 1. 165. 

And now 1 chink lads more needful than for 
Clergymen to preach as you do; for though Chriſtianity 
is generally profeſſed amongſt us, yet many ſeem as 
unconcerned about theſe Things, as if there were no 
ſuch Truths in the Goſpel. —This is the Way of 
preaching, which has ever been moſt effectual to the 
converting of Sinners; and may the bleſſed Spirit at- 

tend the Word preached, © purifying the Hearts of 
your, Hearers by Faith, As xv, 9.— That the Righ- 
tcouſneſs of Chriſt accepted, and applied to themſelves, 
by a lively Faith, may intitle them to Heaven; (Rom. 
v. 19.) and that their incere, though imperfe# Obedi- 
ence, may evidence their Title to be true and real, & 
the hearty Deſire of, e 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant. 


To true Believers, the Law is ſet forth as a Rule of 
Manners, not as a Law of Condemnation, for © there is 


ho Condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
Rom. viii. 6. Or, in other Words, thoſe who love 
Chriſt, love his Commandments, as kind Rules of Life, 
not obeying (like legal People) with Reluctance, and 
out of Fear of being puniſhed, There is not, perhaps, 
a greater, or more important Truth, than that in Pro- 
portion as our Faith in the Redeemer, evidenced by 
dur Works, increaſes, ſo our N of Death propor- 


donably r 
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LETTER LXXX. 
n 


Lond an. 3, 
Dear Sifter, | A Jo 5 15 
Have taken my Pen in Hand to write to you, and 
yet have no News to tranſmit, I have nothing w ] 
ſend but my good Wiſhes, and my beſt Adyice. 
The old Year. is gone; and, if we look back, wha il 7* 
a Nothing it appeats.! Departed as a Tale that is told 5 
Thus will our 1 Life appear, when our End ap- al 
| Proaches, and Eternity opens: But Eternity will never ” 
expire; Eternity will laſt, World without End. When | 
Millions, unnumbered Millions of Ages are palke " 
: 
ſuf 
wh 
the 
] 
ma 


away, Eternity will only be beginning. And this ſhon 
Life, this little Span, is the Seed - time of the long, long 
Eternity. What we ſow in this State, we ſhall reap in 

the eternal State. Should we not therefore be careful, 
very careful, to improve our Time, and make the belt 
| Proviſion for an Eternity of Happineſs ? Should we 
not be careful to get Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; u 
get the Love of God ſhed abroad in our Hearts; and 
our Souls renewed according to the amiable Example 
of our bleſſed Redeemer.— This, and nothing but thy, 
is true Religion. Going to Church, hearing Sermom, 
and receiving Sacraments, profit us nothing, unleb 
they promote theſe deſirable Zads.—Fix, dear Siſter, 
this Truth in your Memory: A true Faith in Chill, 
an unfeigned Love of God, and a real Holineß d 
Heart, are the greateſt Bleſſings you can defire. Witt 
out them we ſhall not, we cannot, enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. Theſe yon ſhould inceflantly,: you 
ſhould r ſeek, through the whole advancing 


Year; ani and theſe I moſt ſincerely wiſh you, who am 
e Yout very affectionate Brother, 
IAMESs HRV, 
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LETTER LXXXL 
On Reproef and Humility. 


My dear Friend, 


1, 

1 JAM glad to find that the beloved Traveller called 
at your Houle, and gave you ſo much of his Com- 

pany, Cold as the Weather was, did not your Heart 

burn within you ? Burn with Zeal and Love for that 

all-glorious God, whom he (excellent Man I) fo bach 

fully ſerves in the Goſpel of his Son. 


hat 

Old 

* 

bo May Mrs. * * * increaſe in Humility, be more con- 
71 WJ vinced of Guilt, more ſenſible of Depravity ! and then 
or BY ſhe will grow in every other Grace, Proud Minds 
ong ſuffer the Curſe, imprecated on the Mountains of Gilboa; 
di while humble Souls are like the Vallies ſpread forth by 
61 Wl the Rivers; or as a Field which the Lord hath bleſſed. 
Wi I think you ſhould not have ſhewn her the free Re- 
„mak which I made; it was well meant, and ſhe iy well 
e poſed, but human Nature is very, very depraved. 
And perhaps there is no greater Inſtance of it, than. our 
pe Proneneſs to take Offence at the leaſt diſparaging Hint ; 
hi, WY ny, ſometimes to fancy ourſelves wronged, if we arc 
ans, not extolled to the Skies. I heartily with, the blefled 
ne Jeſus may give this young Lady, the Ornament of. a 
ter, BY meek and humble Spirit. That, being lowly in her 
ri, on Eyes, ſhe may be exalted by the great God. 
lee fo much Indigence, and fo many diſtreſſed Ob- 
beds, that I begrudge myſelf all unneceſſary Diſburſr 
iz ents of Money. Who would indulge too much, even 
ein innocent and elegant Amuſements, and thereby lefſen 
cing tus Ability to relieve, to cheriſh, and camfort the Lord 
ay in his afflicted Members > 


IS I wh 


Ex. 
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I wiſh you could have preached at Collingtree, My 
poor People long for the ſincere; Milk of the Word, 
Tou would have 4 Congregation, all of them honour 

you, moſt of them attentive to you, and many of them 
edified by you.—lt grieves me, it pains me at my yery 
; Soul, that I am diſmiſſed or rather cut off, from the 
honourable and delightful Service of the Miniſtry, Cel 
Bur, to be refigned, perhaps, is better than to labour; | 
and an adoring Submiſſion for me at leaſt more proper, 
than a zealous Application. O] may I bow my Head, 
and dutifully nd! in the Lot, which 177 8 85 
vereign * to . 
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LETTER xn. 


offe 

WS Re 

London Saturdey Nig 95 

=”; dear Friend, | mut 
1 Congratulate you on Miſs * 2 8 vn an « 
tou you call er ++ *? Tis a ſtrong Temptation ty 
She muſt be deeply ballaſted with Hutnilit, , 4" 

55 ** ber puffed up at ſuch a Title; which aſſimilami f the 
her to one of the moſt lovely and de back Cha- dep 
rafters, that ever was deſcribed. Sir 
Ol˖ that ve all may be recovered from that lethargick vou 
Indolence, which deadens our Attendance to the ont — 
˖ 


Thing needful! What a God have we] how immenſeh 

ä glorious !- and, how little do we. reverence him |-— What 
= a Saviour! how unutterably gracious !, and how litte 
do we love him! What Promiſes ] how inviolaby 


faithful ! Yet how feeble is our Aance in * * 
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What a Heaven] how tranſcendently delightful! Vet 
how languid are our Defires of it O] that the bleſſed, 

bleſſed Redeemer may baptize us with tlie Holy Ghoſt, 
as with a flaming Fire] to quicken, animate, and kindle 
into a Glow of Devotion, theſe benumbed Souls of ours! 
I muſt add no more, only that I am, — 


_ * in great Haſte, 


Ka 4 4 
I. 


* 74 I? 
- - — 4 * - - 
| 1 


LETTER Lin. 


| On Mira bi and , E944 J 


My dear Friend, * 


1 ſurpriſed at what you 875 1 dear Mr. | 
+** What Evil hath he done, or wherein has he 
offended, that Difeſteem ſhould be his Lot? Vet what 
are ſuch Inſtances of Contempt, compared with; the 
Reproaches and Inſults offered to the all-glorigus/Re- 

deemer? God, I truſt, will 2% his D e 
much the more, as it is regarded by ſome People, with 
an evil Eye. Oh! what a comfortable Conſideration is 
it, that the Succeſs of our Diſcourſes depends not upon 
or own Ability, which is as nothing; depends not upan 


. Inviolably your's, n Se, 


. of 
= po 4 : 


the Favour of Men, which is very capricious; but 


depends wholly upon the Influence of that a/niighty 
Hirit, whoſe Preſence is unlimited, r uncon- 
voulable. | 

My Father had ee! Mr. to ſupply a at 
Collingtree : 1 hope he grows in Grace, and i in . 
ledge of « our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Adieu | my dear Friend, 2205 
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* 0 Mr. 1 Wie 
M repeat their Attempes, to alienate the Affection 
of my Collingtree Hearers. I am under no Concem 
with regard! te myſelf.—Fragili cupieni illidere Denten 
Offendet ſolido— will, I believe, be the Iflue of their 
Endeavours, - I am. only ſorry for the. People's fake, 
that they ſhould ſquander away their miniſterial Talent, 
and miniſterial Labours, to ſo poor à Purpoſe. Let 
Wem be more inceſſant „ in warning every Mag, ad 
ing every Man, chat they may: preſent every Mu 
perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. Thus let chem ſeek to vn 
Heir Affections; and, I do rejoice, yea and wil rejoice, 
in their Sucetſs. Dear Sir, the Way to ſecure the Lott 
- of 'ofbers, is, to Jouve them; to pray for them, and wit 
Þ willing Affiduity to ſet forward 'their-4rue Happines, 
This, whenever I was amongſt them, my People wil 
confeſs, I did not ceaſe to do. And the God of 
knows, I daily bear them on iny Heart, and 6 
commend them to the tendereſt Mercies of oureven 
- Jaſting Father. Never thcrefore be apprehenſive offi 
tofing either their Eſteem with regard to my Call 
or their Affection with regard to my Perſon. On i 
their precious Sclt were as firmly united to CI, 
their favourable Opinion is ſecured to ne Well, ſhould 
Neighbours undermine us, and Friends forfake us, th 
Kage 5 all. condeſcendin God is faithful. He 
His Word of Grace endureth for ever, 


He Be lov fi People with. an Irren Love. 7 


8 — S 
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Oh what Worms, what Duſt, what mere Nothings, ate 
all Men, are all Creatures, : before that infinitely bleſſed 
Author of all Perfection! What a Senſe had the Pſalmiſt 
of this weighty Truth, when he poured forth- thar 

us Exclamation ; © Whom have I in Heaven 
but thee, and there is none, there is nothing on Earth, 
that I deſire in compariſon of thee l May this, my 
dear Friend, be the continual Language of your Heart; 
and of bis,” who hopes to be both in Time and to 


Eternity, | . U * 
M eee 
FFF LAX. 
"Remarks on various dude. 


Dear Mr. Nixon, A | 
Y OUR obliging Letter found me at my Brother's 
in Milgs's Lane, where I propoſe to abide to the 

End of the Week ; and here your entertaining and im- 
proving Company would be a Favour, not to myſelf 
but to the whole Family. | 
Lam indebted to your Good-nature, for ſo candidly 
Nepting the ſmall but free Obſervation, made in my 
lam going to run myſelf farther in Debt, by 
Moſing to your Conſideration, what now occurs to 
my Thoughts. — The encloſed Queries I ſubmit entirely 
to your Judgment, and from your Determination ſhall 
make no Appeal. 

I have read Dr. Hoages's Elihu * ; and very much 
admire his Zeal for that moſt comfortable Doctrine, 


* Dr. N was Provolt of Oriel College, Oxfore. 


the 
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the Righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, imputed 
to Sinners for their Juſtification. '- I highly honour al 
his diſtinguiſhed Veneration for that incomparably ex. 
cellent Book, the Bible. Surely; his Works will ben 
Means of cauſing the Study of. thoſe 2oyie Fla to re. 
vive. Don't you think, the Style is maſculine; and the 
Manner enlivened? — As to the Hutchinfonian Pecull. 
arities, I don't pretend to be a competent Judge, and 
dare not peremptorily condemn them. Yet, they ſeen 
to be ſo very finely ſpun, and have fo large an Alloy of 
Fancy, that I know not how to admit them for ſterling 
Truth. I am truly concerned to hear of Mr. * * and 
his Lady's Illneſs. Dear Sir, what a fading Flower iz 
Health ; and what an expiring Vapour is Life! May 
| you be an Inſtrument of bringing Souls co the * 
ledge of the adorable God, and to the Faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he hath ſent ; then they will, in another 
State of Things, poſſeſs a Vigour chat is ſubject to no 
Decay, and enjoy that Life, which knows no End. 


I am, dear Sir, your obliged and 
_ affeionate Friend, Ge. 


P. s. Is « Lively Oracles, an exact Tranſlation d 
the above-mentioned Greet Clauſe? 2 
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LETTER LAXXVI. 


o the Evil of Unbelief. 


London, March a 175. 
My Jv Friend, 


* O depend, you fay, upon my Prom 15 ; and be 
how readily it is performed. And if you depend 
on the Execution of a Promiſe from a frail, frail Crea- 
ture; will you not much more expect the Accompliſh- 
ment of Promiſes, made by that adorable Being, whoſe 
Counſels of old are Faithfulneſs and Truth?“ Oh that 
we may not. diſhonour God's Goodneſs, diſparage his 
Veracity, and depreciate his dear Son's unſpeakable 
Merits, by Unbelief, baſe, vile, deſtructive Unþelief ] 

I have not an Opportunity of communicating your 
News to our dear Friend. He has left Zondon.—lIt is 
not known when he will return. He is not expected, 
til ſome Months are expired. And who, how many, 
may be gone into Eternity, before that Period is atrived? 


You aſk, How. it fares with my Health? You'may 
remember, that I have more than once anfwered ſuch 
an Inquiry with Silence; for I don't like to be upon the 
complaining String, and I cannot ſay, my Health is 
either reſtored, or improved. When your Letter came 
(not till Tuęſday about Five o'Clock) it found me in a 
State of extreme Languor. I had written nothing, done 
nothing, fince Pinner. Though I took up an eafy and 
entertaining Book, I was obliged to lay it down again. 
Thus I Jpend, rather thus I Joſe many Hours: So that 
between intervening Company, and Debility of Spirits, 
| make but a very flow, Nes ay Progreſs in my in- 
tended Work. » 

I have 
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. TI have no News, though at the great Mart of Intel. 
ligence, My Siſter is ſafely delivered of a Son, which 
puts one in Mind of the glorious Piece of News, cele. 
brated by the Angels, and foretold with à raptutom 
Delight by the Prophet“ To A a Child is born; to 
16 a Son is given.“ His Name ſhall be the mighty 
God; and yet his Office ſhall be, to bear our Sins in 
his own Body on the Tree. May this Neus be ever 
ſounding in the Ears, and ever operative o on the Hear 
of my dear Friend, and of, 15 1 


His ever addon, Ge: 


LETTER LIXXXVIL 


On the Bleſſednejs of Communion with brit. 


Ten, May 30, 1751. 
My dear Friend, 2 50 


AM now at my Brothers Country House- Pn 
1 whois Mr. , the Writer of the Letter incloſed 
in your's? He aſks me, to get him a Cura); littk 
aware, that I am but a Curate. my/elf. I believe, the 
World has a Notion, that I am a dignified, or a beneficed 
Man at leaſt. Dear Sir, may it be your: Benefice, and 
mine, to do Good to Souls! And our higheft Dignity, 
to glorify the ever bleſſed Redecmer, who for aur Sake 
had not where to lay his Head, till he was numbered 
with the Tranſgrefſors, and laid it in the ſilent Grave, 

I hope your Healis is eſtabliſhed ; and how does your 
Soul proſper ? Don't you delight to think of, to talk of 
to have Communion with, that wonderful, that amiab{ 
Being, whom to know, is Wiſdom ; whom to enjoy; 


27 o | Happineh| 
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l. Happineſs? Happineſs, not to be deſcribed by Words, 
ch oh to be underſtood by Experience. Oh I that we 
le. may Follow on to know him! Then we have a Promiſe 
Jus (a Promiſe more (table than the Foundations of Nature) 
to Wl that our © Labour {ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 
ty Cold has no Value, and Diamonds Joſe their Luſtre, 
in Wl when compared with thoſe unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 
et BY which Mr.“ “ fo largely enjoys bim/elf, and ſo freely 
offers to others. His Miniſtry is fignally owned by his 
condeſcending, . and almighty Maſter. Many, I am 
told, of the ſuperior, as well as lower Orders in Life, 
attend his Miniſtry ; And if there be Efficacy in united 
Prayers; if there be Zeal in the Lord God of Hoſts, 
for the Honour of his dear Son; if there be Faithful- 
neſs and Compaſſion in our exalted Saviour, his La- 
bours will, they will be bleft. May they, every Day, 
every Hour, be bleſſed more abundantly ! | 


. Moſt cordially your's, Cc. 


LETTER LXXXVIY. 
| Remarks on variaws SubjeBs, | OE 
Tattenbam, Fulh 2, 17S. 


7 


CES 
"1 


My dear Friend, | 
T Hope you, haye now done with Mr. * ; I hope 

your Houſe is ſufficiently ornamented. I think it is 
tather over-ſtocked with Decorations. Now let us be 
ood Stewards of Jeſus Chriſt; employ what we can 
Ipare, for the Honour of his bleſſed Name, and Com- 
fort of his indigent People. Worthy is the Lamb 
Gat was ſlain, to receive Riches, as well 2 Bleflings 
ad Praiſe ”* 3 ; : * 


Prey, 
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Pray, don't mention me to Mrs. *, though! 
honour and compaſſionate her; I am not ft to viſit her, 
ner qualified to edify her. This is with me the trying 
Seaſon of the Lear, and my animal Nature is all Re. 
laxation. Oh that I may be ſtrong in Faith ! Tha 
precious Faith, that where Sim hath abounded, Grace 
will much more abound. 

Don't | you, ſometimes ſee our dear Friend 
find he has been at Briſtol lately, to diſtribute, I don't 
doubt, the Waters of Life, far more precious and healing 
than the Waters of that medicinal Spring. Let wy 
do likewiſe, For yet a very, very little while, (pu 
oc oe) and he, that ſhall come, will come, and vil 
not tarry. Then Opportunities of Siren, and bodih 
Charity ceaſe for ever. 

believe it is four Months fince I heard from Mr, 
. How precarious human Interchanges of Kind. 
neſs! What a Bleſſing, that the Way to Heaven i; 
always open! Whenever we will, we may have Accel 
to God through the Blood of his Son. And © he never 
faileth them that ſeek him.” | ; 

How does Mr. * * * go on? Don't you ſometimes 
ſtir up the Embers in his Heart; if ſo be, the Coals 
may glow, and the fire at length burn.—I hope, yout 
_ Converſation is bleſſed to Mrs, * . Glad to find ue 
' admits Mrs. to her Company: She is a godh, 
ſenſible Woman, who underſtands, reliſhes, talks fi- 
vourily and intelligently on the Truths of the Goſpel. 
be is diſcreet likewiſe, knows how to keep a be- 
coming Diſtance, and will not make a wrong, an aſſuming 
Uſe. of a Lady's Condeſcenſion. May the God of 
Heaven bleſs them both, and give them to grow in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, And what I pray for r them, I pray for m 


dear tr 
. a "56 1, | Ever your S; & 
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a L E T T E R LXXXIX. 
at The Divine Auro the cities s Shield. 
0 Tauber, Fu 14. 15. | 


— 


My dear Friend, 
[ AM forry to hear your Account of Mr. * * *: See 

what Snares are around us. How the Devil end 
yours to obſtruct our Uſefulneſs, by blemiſhing our 
Credit: May the Miniſters of Chriſt be vpright and 
unde filed in the Way! Or elſe they will not be able to 
reprove and exhort with all (no, nor with any) Autho- 
rity. The God*of Power and Faithfulneſs fays of his 
Church, ſays of his People; “I the Lord keep it. 
| will water it every Moment, leſt any hurt it: I 
will preſerve .it Night and Day *.” May this Promiſe 
be our Shield, be fulfilled to us evermore 1, Don't you 
g on, my dear Friend, to lay up theſe precious Pledges 
of Heaven in your Memory, and enrich your Heart 
from them, by frequent Meditation? They are the 
Seed of Faith. By theſe we are to be made Partakers 
che divine Nature, Partakers of the divine Nature! 
Volumes cannot explain, what is compriſed in thoſe 
kw Words. May we know what they mean, by happy, 
p Experience! 

I pity poor Mr. * * *, knowing what it is to be i in a 
State of languiſhing. Ah ! ah ! my dear Sir, lay up a 
ock of | Comfort, get your Graces lively, while animal 
Nature blooms. When the Blaſt of Sickneſs ſmites, 
and. our Strength becomes Labour and Sorrow; how 
i miſerable muſt be our Condition, without an Intereſt, 

a labbiſhed Intereſt in the all-glorious Redeemer ! 
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bleſſed God? Is he not boundleſs Goodneſs ? Is not hi 


and Acceptance. Excellent Man | How does he work 


TE of your Letters are now e me, whe 


in a Coach. Ohl w 
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Why do you cheriſh diffruſtful Thoughts of t 


Goodneſs greater than the Heavens? Does not hi 
Mercy, that lovely Attribute, endure for ever? All 
the Kindneſs of. the moſt endeared Relations, comp 0 
with the tender Compaſſions of a God in Chriſt, arg 
no better than Cruelty itſelf. Read the fourteau! 
Chapter of Hoſea. © Hide it within your Hear.” 
Turn it into Prayer to the King of Heaven; and! 
hope it will be to your Soul as the hs after 
a darkſome Night. - 

Our dear Friend has met -with ungen Farou 


while it is Day | How feet to ſuch a Labgurer, wil 
be Heaven's everlaſting Reſt ! There may vou meet 
him ! And there find, ann 
en nt 


ay. dear Fried, 


Qed long ere this to have been before the 

odge . Quick and Dead. —Blefſed be God, I am gr 
93 Stairs, and the Day before Yeſterday went abroad 
at Troubles and Adverſities 
haſt thou ſhewed me! I didſt thou turn and refrell 
me; yea, and broughtell, me from the Depth of 
Earth again.” oui rn, e, 


bubſcrip 


"vg 


— 
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Mankful? May that infinitely good and gracious God, 
tho has given me ſueh Cauſe, give! me Power: to be 
rateful. . May I be enabled to devote every Moment 

Achat Life, which he has prolonged, and « every F aculty , 
chat Body, which he has preſerved, devote chem 
pholly to the Honour of his bleſſed Name. W. 
Poor , Caſe I commiſerate. The Charge at⸗ 
ding my Illneſs; will be conſiderable; but I am not; + 
Athout Hopes that my Father will be ſo good as ta 
ray it; then my Hands will not be ſtreightened: 
0! that my Bowels may never be ſtreightened, bur 
way I draw out my Soul to the Hungry.“ 


Lam glad to hear that a Seventh Edition df Dr. 
unbonſes ® Book: is demanded :—-May it go forth in 
Name; in the Strength; and for the Honour of the 
lefſed Jeſus, and may it proſper ! Though, as you 
ſerve, he and I think differently on ſome Points; nor 
the Doctor an Admirer of my favourite Author Mr. 
Morſball—The Acceptance, however, which God has 
nven to bis, and to my own Writings, ſhould fend bob 
us oftener to the Throne of Grace, and guicten our 
Ipplications to the divine Goodneſs ; that his all-pow- 


* This uſeful little Treatiſe is intitled, “ Friendly Advice to a 
atient, and Spiritnal Directions for the Uninſtructed.— It was firſt 
liſhed in the Year 1748.—ls given by the Governors of moſt of 
ir Infirmaties, to the Out as well as the In-Patients on their Ad- 
on; and is ſujtable in general to every fick Petſon.—It is fold 
ly at Six - pence ſtitched, or at Two Guineas per Hundred, by 
Ir. Rivington, in St. Paul's Church Tard, London. — But. as it is 
lopted by the Society for Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, into 
& Number of thoſe Treatiſes, which they diſperſe, as properly 
kleulared for the Advancement and Revival of true Religion, it may 
kad for charitable Uſes by any of the ſubſcribing Members, on 
ie Terms of the Society; namely, at half Price (which is a Guinea 
Hundred) ; the other Half being defrayed out of the Society's 
ſcription Fund, 
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erful Spirit may en fe APE and make 
them 2 real Bleſing to our Readers. 

A uvrite, rer e whe Mg eee 
to have the Sentence of Death executed; but has now 
got a ſhort, uncertain Reprieve. May I never forget 
how much I ſhall want an aſſured Faith in the all- glo- 
rious Redeemer, when that awful Change approaches. 
Let us labour after ſuch a firm Eſtabliſhment in Chriſt, 
ſuch an unſhaken Affiance in his Merits, and ſuch an 
unfeigned Love of his Name, as may make it Gain to 
die, and the Day of our Diſſolution better than the Day 
of our Nativity.—Poor Dr. *** Oh may E, and his 
afflicted Partner find Conſolation in the Faithfulneſ,, 
the Goodneſs, the unſearchable Riches: of Chriſt ! 
'Theſe, apprehended by a fweet, aſſured, Soul-reviving 
Faith ; theſe, I fay, are 'our Sovereign Support under 
all Troubles, and our moſt effectual Preſervative from 
all Temptations. We . Wa bleſſed Jekw, 


1 Unbelicf! pro 

1 I am, nifi 

+ 44 ; ; | : Th 

: +> My dear Sir, tha 

„ r | Ever your's, while - 

: 25” thy 
3 C i 
- * * 
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LETTER XCI. 


On the vicarious Sacrifice, and erdbeer Remarks, 


Londen, . Lane 175t. 
Dear Mr. Nies, - hen 
I. is probable, you may bes eard of my la dn. 

gerous Sickneſs; and it is more than probable, nay, 
| look upon it as a Certainty, that your good Nature 
has admitted this Circumſtance as an Excuſe for my 
Silence.—Indeed, dear Sir, I was ſick, and nigh unto 
Death. Little did I think of writing any more to my 
Friends, or of being written any longer among the 
Living | Oh that I may devote the Life, which has 
been prolonged, devote it wholly to the God of my 
Health and my Salvation 

I received by Dr. * * your Quotation from Plato, 
proving that the Propoſition ar bears a vicarious Sig- 
nification“: For which, be pleaſed to accept my 
Thanks. It is a moſt reviving and delightful Truth, 
that Chriſt has ſuffered in qur Stead, and bore all our 
Sins in his own Body on the Tree. When I was lately 
on the Verge of Eternity, and juſt going to launch into 
„ the inviſible World, I could find Conſolation in no- 
thing, but this precious, precious Faith. If all my 
laiquities were laid upon the beloved Son, they will 


S BOG DEE SSTPT3S = 


* The learned and Reverend Mr. Mixen, Rector of Cold-Higham, 
i Northampten hire, who furniſhed Mr. Hervey with the Proof from 
Plato that arri bears a wicericus Signification, hath communicated a 
remarkable Paſſage, which ſhews, that the Notion of vicarious 
kicrifice, prevailed alſo amongſt the old Gault. Pro vita Hominis 
ak vita Hominis reddatur, non e aliter Deorum immortalium 
Numen placari Arbitrantur (Galli) publiceque ejuſdem Generis 
kabent inſtituta Sacrificia.” 

T. J. Czf. Commen. de Bell. Gall. L. vi. C. 16. 


U 2 ; never 
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never be laid to my Charge in the Day of Judgment. 


If the bleſſed Jeſus made full Sati faction for my Tranſ- 
greſſions, the righteous God will never demand 53 
Payments of one Debt. What an Anchor for the Soul 
is ſuch a Belief ! how ſure ! how ſtedfaſt ! May it be 
our Solace in Life, and our Security in Death, 

A Volume of Letters, written by the Earl of Orrey 
to his Son, has very much captivated the Attention of 
the Publick.—Dr. Brown's Remarks too upon Lord 
 Shafiſbury's Characteriſticks are, I think, equally worthy 
of univerſal Acceptance. Tis a refined Entertainment, 
to peruſe ſuch elegant and judicious Compoſitions, 
But how flat are they all, how jejune and ſpiritleſs, 
compared with the fincere Milk .of the Word; the 
lively Oracles of God! I hope, they will always prove 
a Whet to our ſpiritual Appetite ; quicken our Deſires, 
and heighten our Reliſh, of that heavenly Manna, 
which is ſpread over every Page of the Bible. 


I am, dear Sir, 


Your very affectionate F riend, E 


LE TT E R XCI.. 
On Boldnęſs in the Cauſe of Chriſt, 


London, Fun. 14, 1751 

My dear Friend, | 
1 Know you will excuſe my long Silence, and acquit 
me on the Receipt of this Letter, though I 0m 
myſelf in your Debt for another. When J have a luci 
or a lively Interval, I think it my Duty to employ i, 
N 2 = N 
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in attempting to finiſh my little Work. Which alas ! 
proceeds as ſlowly, as my Blood creeps heavily through 
my Veins. Happy, happy #bey, who have Firmneſs 
of Nerve, and Fertility of Thought; and are enabled 
to devote them 4otþ to their Scion Redeemer's 
Service. ring} 

Pleaſe to pay my beſt Thanks to Dr. Cotton, for his 
very delicate Viſions. I wiſh they may do Good, and 
promote Virtue ; then, I am perſuaded,” they will an- 
ſwer the benevolent Intention of the Author. I wiſh 
at the ſame Time, that he would be a little explicit 
and courageous for Jeſus Chriſt. He deſerves it at our 
Hands, who for our Sake endured the Croſs, and de- 
ſpiſed the Shame. He will recompenſe it into our 
Boſom, by owning us before his Father, and the holy 
Angels. Nor can I ever think, that the Spread of our 
Performances will be obſtructed, by pleaſing him, who 
has all Hearts and all Events in his ſovereign Hand. 
A Viſion upon Death *, without a Diſplay of Chrift, 
ſeems to me like a Body without an Heart, or an Heart 
without animal Spirits. I am ſure, when I was lately 
(as myſelf and every one apprehended) on the Brink 
of Eternity, I found no Conſolation but in Chrif. 
Then I felt, what I had ſo often read, that there is no 
other Name .given under Heaven, whereby Man may 
obtain Life and Salvation, but only the Name, the pre- 
cious and ineſtimable Name of Jeſus Chriſt. Oh! 
that its Savour may be to Us, both living and dying, 
« as Ointment poured out. 

Tell Mrs. *, that ſhe has not offended me; but I 
am grieved, that I ſhould give her — for ſuch a 


Suſpicion, 


The laſt of Dr. Corton's very elegant poetical Viſions. 


\ 


U 3 You 
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Tou refer me to 2 Eſdr. v. 33*. Tis a ſweet 
Paſſage, a noble and comfortable Truth; and the ap- 
parent Doctrine of Scripture, however found in an 
Apochryphal Book,—Oh ! that we may ſeek mor 
aſſiduouſſy to our all-condeſcending and omnipotent 
Friend. He will never upbraid us for our Impor- 
tunity; He will never diſappoint our Hope; He is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all, that we can 
aſk, or think: And, bleſſed for ever be his Name, a; 
is his Power, ſo is his Lobe to his People, his Children, P. 
his Heirs. In this bleſſed Number may He rank my 4 


8220 28 


dear Friend, and his 5 
Ever affectionate, &. Sec 
| | in 
LETTER XC. 
On à Chriſtian ConduZ. 2 
 Miless Lane, March 24, 1751. 15 
My dear Friend, Ch 


Received your Favour.—I congratulate you on your per 
Succeſs in your Profeſſion, Moſes ſays, © it 5 ©, 
God, who giveth Power to get Wealth.” May ſuch WW to { 


Acceſſions of Proſperity, enlarge your Heart with Gra- I 

. titude, and attach your Affections to our divine Bene- Ep} 

factor -I am ſorry to hear your Account of dear * *. WM of | 

Oh that we may be taught gpovei £45 re ovpporery, Lord kno 

lead me in a plain Way,” was the Prayer of a noble Fat] 
Sufferer. May the Thing, that He prayed for, be tht 

Deſire of our Heart, and Guide of our Life. I wil * ' 

| 2 * 

* «« And I faid, Speak on, my Lord: then ſaid He unto me, — 


Thou art ſore troubled in Mind for Iſrael's Sake: Loveſt thou that 
People better than He that made them? 


I very 
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very readily give him ſome Bibles, if He (for He is, if 
I miſtake not, a Member of the Society for Promoting 
Chriſtian» Knowledge) will ſend me an Order in his 
Name, a Dozen ſhall be at his Service. I ſhall think 
my own Books are publiſhed to good Purpoſe, if they 
enable the Author to diſtribute * the invaluable Book of 
God. | 

Upon Reflection I charge myſelf with Folly, for 
putting it into Mr.“ s Power to communicate a cer- 
tain Rumour. The wiſe Man ſays humourouſly and 
farcaſtically ; Venture to conceal” a Secret, and be 
bold, it will not burſt thee,” Intimating withal, that a 
Secret.in moſt People's Breaſt, is like fermenting Liquor 
in a Caſk, which muſt have Vent; or elſe it will burſt 
the Veſſel. Therefore 


Quid de guogue Viro, & cui dicas ſepe cavetes 


Mr, s laſt Piece I have not read through. I can't 
fay, I am fond of that Controverſy, The Doctrine of 
the Perſeverance of Chrift's Seryants, Chriſt's Children, 
Chrift's Spouſe, and Chrift's Members, I am thoroughly 
perſuaded of. Predeſtination and Reprobation I think 
of, with Fear and trembling, And if I ſhould attempt 
to ſtudy them, I would ſtudy them on my Knees, 

I wiſh you would afk Dr. Stonhouſe's Opinion about 
Ebb. iv. 16, with Relation to the anatomical Propriety 
of the Paſſage z and with his, give me your 0wn.—l 
know not what to do, about publiſhing. May the 
Father of Lights direct me! and not ſuffer me, either 


* Mr. Herwey received ſeen hundred Pound: for his Writings : 
Every Shilling of which He gave away in Charity; though He was 
nther in ſtrait Circumſtances Himſelf. Nor would He ſuffer his 


Name to be mentioned, where it could be avoided, as the Donor. 


U4z to 
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to write improperly, or to print precipitately !—Wj, 
Thanks for your Letter, and with Prayers for your In. 
- creaſe in Faith, in Love, and Holineſs; or, in that 
Kingdom of God, which is eee, and en 
(nll Joy'l in the _ Ghoſt. I am 


Ever your's, Ge. 
— 


Remarks on Honour. 


Miles's Lane, 1752. 
Dear Mr. Nixon, 


AM obliged to you, for the Favour done me by 

your Letter, and for the Honour done me by your 
Verſes to be engraved under my Mezzotinto Pictur. 
1 ſhould have acknowledged both theſe Obligations 
_ ſooner, if my Printſeller had not been dilatory in pub- 
liſhing the Picture 3 Which is now tranſmitted to Dr, 
Stonhouſe, and deſires your Acceptance, 

I cannot forbear thinking, that what is called Honour, 
is a little capricious and whimſical, I for my Part, had 
tiken my final Leave of her; expected none of her 
Favours, and was became fainiliarly acquainted with 
Contempt. How 1s it then, that ſhe ſingles out 2 
Perſon, whoſe Name has long ago been ſtruck out of 
her Lift; and beſtows her Careſſes upon a mean Crea- 
ture, that has been uſed to ſit on the Dunghill? Oh 
that it may be for the Glory of Chriſt's Grace, Chriſt's 

_ Wiſdom, Chriſt's Power! May [ſerve to the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, as a Cloud is ſubſervient to the Sun in 


the Firmament, which, though all gloomy in itlelh, 
c exhibitz 
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exhibits a Rainbow; and thereby ſhews the World, 
what beautiful Colours are combined in that magnificent 
Luminary. 5 | Fus 500" 
You are pleaſed: to inquire after my little Work ; 
dear Sir, add to your kind Inquiries, a Prayer to God, 
that it may be executed under the Anointings of his 
Spirit, and appear (if ever it appears) under the In- 
fluence of his Bleſſing. My late Sickneſs laid an abſo- 
lute Embargo upon it, for a conſiderable Time, and 
has ſo ſhattered my feeble Conſtitution, that I proceed 
like a Veſſel that has loſt its Rigging, and is full of 
Leaks, However ſlowly I advance in this Eflay, may 
I grow daily in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt; and meet you, dear 
Sir, in that happy, happy Haven, where we both would 
be. Till then be pleaſed to rank, in the Number of 
your ſincere and affectionate Friends, | | 


Your obliged humble Servant, Se. 


— + (01 


EET TER SEV” 
On his Father's Illneſs. 


TO HIS MOTHER, 


Honoured Madam, 


] Received your Favour of the 4th Inſtant. Am very 
L ſorry to find my Father is fo ill, I hope and 
earneſtly pray, that the great eternal Lord of Life and 
Death, will rebuke his Diſorder, and reſtore him to 
Health.—You need not doubt of being remembered in 


my Supplications to the Throne of Grace, Oh that 
. they 


April 6. 
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they were better! Oh that they proceeded from firmer 
Faitb, and were accompanied with greater Fervour 


Poor and weak as they are, they are oſten put up in 
Behalf of my honoured Parents, that the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may ſtrengthen them 
with all Might, according to his glorious Power, unto 


all Patience and Long-ſuffering with Joyfulneſs. May 


He give them an humble Reſignation to his bleſſed 


— 
£ 


Will; enable them to rejoice even in their Tribulz. 
tions, and make all Things work together for their 


Good their exceeding great, and everlaſting Good, 


J have, in Obedience to your Orders, put my Affair 


in Readineſs to leave the City; yet hope there will be 


no Occafion for ſuch a ſpeedy Removal. —But if [ 
ſhould come, alas! what can I do? My Weakneſs is 
inconceivable. None can know it, but the all- ſearching 
God. I am evidently worſe, now the milder Weather 
is advancing. 5 7 

I am glad to hear my Sifter Holds well. God always 
mingles the Cup of Affliction with ſome ſweetening 
Drops. None but Chrift, that dear and adored Re. 
deemer—None but Chriſt, had Gall without any Honey, 
and Vengeance without any Mercy. Bleſſed be his 
moſt holy Name for enduring all Kind of Miſery, that 
we might want no Manner of Thing that is good. 


Jam, Gs. 


LET: 
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LETTER XCVLI. 
His Diffidence of Himſelf. 


Tottenham, Of. 18, 1751. 
Dear Sir, 


WI. AT ſhall I ſay, or how ſhall I excuſe myſelf? 
I ſeem to be in the Condition of Pharaoh's 
Butler, who remembered not his good Friend Foſepb, 
but forgat him.—Yet be aſſured, dear Sir, that I have 
not forgot your Kindneſs ; I have retained a warm Senſe 
of Gratitude in my Breaſt: The Reaſon of my not 
acknowledging your Favour ſooner was this; I pro- 
poſed to have tranſmitted my Piece to your Hands 
(that Part of it at leaſt, which was to be enriched with 
your own Thoughts) that it might have the Advantage 
of your critical Reviſal, and judicious Corrections. 
But, extream Weakneſs of Body, has retarded me in 
accompliſhing, has almoſt rendered me incapable of 
proſecuting the Work. To all which Infirmities the 
Providence of our all-wiſe heavenly Father, has been 
pleaſed to ſuperadd a violent Fever ; which confined 
me for eight Weeks, and brought me to the very Brink 
of the Grave. I beg of you, dear Sir, to accept my 
beſt Thanks for your Letter and its valuable Contents ; 
though late in their Arrival, they are very ſincere in 
their Tender. I hope you will give me Leave to be 
obliged to you for one Favour more. If ever the 
divine Goodneſs ſhall enable me to complete my De- 
ſign, allow me to put it under your Examination ; I 
ſhall ſend it abroad into the World, with much leſs 
Trepidation, with much greater Satisfaction, if it has 
undergone the Scrutiny of your Judgment, and received 

the 
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the Correction of your Pen.—I am, at leaſt I wiſh tg 
be, ſenſible of my own Incapacity for handling the 
glorious, the divinely excellent Truths of God's ever- 
laſting Goſpel. If the Apoſtle, who had been caught 
up into the third Heaven, could not forbear crying out 
with ſo much Vchemence, Who is ſufficient for theſe 
Things?” What, Oh what ſhall I ſay? Indeed, I have 
much Fear and Trembling of Heart, leſt I ſhould give 
ſome wrong Touch to the Ark ; or by any imprudent, 
though officious Kiſs, may betray my divine Maſter to 
his Enemies, rather than recommend him to the World, 
(ood Sir, afliſt me with your Prayers, that if! 
write, I may be anointed with that Unction from the 
Holy One, which may teach me all Things, and lead 
me into all Truth; which may furniſh me with the 
Tongue of the Learned, and give me the Pen of a 
ready Writer. 

Have you ſeen Mr. Taylor's late Treatiſe on the 
Sacrifice and Atonement of Feſus Chriſt ? If you have, | 
ſhould be glad to know what Remarks occurred to your 
Mind on the Peruſal, —As you are a Lover of naturi 
Philoſophy, I wiſh you would conſider. the Bleſling of 
Jaſeph, Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16, and favour me 
with your Sentiments upon that beautiful Paſſage.— 
ſhould not make either this or the preceding Requeſt, 
if I had not the higheſt Opinion of the Freedom and 
Fidelity of your Temper, and the accurate Diſcem- 
ment of your Underſtanding.— As the bleſſed God has 
been pleaſed to deaden your Senſe of Hearing, may he 
daily quicken your ſpiritual Senſes, to diſcern both 
. Good and Evil. May he give you to hear the fveet 
and ſtill Voice-of his good Spirit, witneſſing with your 
Spirit, that you are the Child of God, and an Heir of 


Glory ! And would you implore the ſame Bleſſing for 
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your unworthy Friend, it would be a Kindneſs moſt 


gratefully to be acknowledged by, dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, and 
affectionate Servant, 


JAuxs Hervey, 


P.S. We have put one of Mr. Moſes Browne's 
Children Apprentice to a handſome Buſineſs ; and it 


will be a Pleaſure to do ſo worthy a Man' all the Service 


that lies in my Power. 


* 
* 


LETTER. XCVII. 
Chriſt the Foundation of the Chriſtian's Jay. 


London, Miles's Lane, Dec. 22, 1751. 
Dear Siſter, 


ESTERDAY in the Afternoon, Mr. * * and his 
Mother called upon me; he offered to convey a + 


Letter or any Meſlage to Yeftou. I could not neglect 
this Opportunity of ſending you my beſt Wiſhes, and 
the Congratulations of the Seaſon. 

Pleaſe to thank my Mother for her kind Letter, 
The Wine was to have come laſt Week, but my 
Brother forgot to give the neceſſary Orders, until it was 
too late. I hope no ſuch Diſappointment will happen, 
if we live to ſee the End of this Week. I wiſh you 
much of the divine Preſence, and Joy of the Lord in 
uling it. May we all drink of thoſe living Waters, 
which Chriſt Jeſus has promiſed in his Goſpel! Of 
which, they who drink, ſhall thirſt no more ; but they 
hall be in them “a Well of Water, ſpringing up into 
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everlaſting Life.” —Pray let me know, what thoſe living 


Waters mean ? 

I have no Preſent to make you this Chriſtmas, unleſ 
you will accept one from God's holy Word. In the 
ninth Chapter of Jaiab, it is foretold, that poor Sinners 
ſhall not only haye a good Hope, but ſhall even rejoice 
before God. Rejoice with exceeding great Joy ; ſuch 
as the Huſbandman feels, when he gathers in his Harveſt, 
and receives the Reward of all his Toil. Such as the 
Soldier experiences, when he has conquered his Enemy, 
and is dividing the Spoil. 

What ſhall be the Source of this Joy ? Their worldly 
Wealth? Alas! Riches make themſelves Wings, and 
fly away. They profit not in the Day of Wrath,— 
Their carnal Pleaſures ? Theſe are always Froth, and 
frequently Gall. To be enamouted with theſe, is Death, 
Their own good Deeds? Theſe are a broken Reed, 
a filthy Rag; and ſhould cover us with Confuſion, not 
fill us with Conceit.—Whence then is this Joy to flow? 
From Chriſt, «wholly from Chriſt : He is the rich Gift 
of God : He is the Pearl of great Price ; the only Con- 
ſolation of Sinners, and the ſupreme Joy of his People. 
Therefore the Prophet adds, in the Language of 
Triumph and Exultation, «© To us a Child is born, to 
us a Son is given, and the Government ſhall be upon 
his Shoulders, and his Name ſhall be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace.” This Child is Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s 
the Foundation of all our Comfort, the Spring of all 
true Delight. He is the Son of the moſt High, yet 
given to be made Man, to be made a Sacrifice, to be 
made a Curſe, for us. So great, that the Government of 
univerſal Nature is upon his Shoulders. The Sceptre 
of ſupreme Authority is in his Hand: He is Head over 
all Things to his Church. —So glorious, that his Name 


ſhall be called Wonderful. God and Man in one * 
ci | | le 
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eſs and marvellous. Perſon, cloathed with Clay, yet 
poſſeſſed of all the Fulneſs of the Godhead, Like 
Jacob's Ladder; whofe Foot was. fixed on Earth, while 
the Summit was loſt in the Skies.—So gracious, that 
he is the Counſellor to inſtruct ignorant Creatures, and 
by his Word and Spirit make them wiſe unto Salvation. 
The mighty God ; to ſubdue our Iniquities, to write his 
Laws in our Hearts, and make us Partakers:of a divine 
Nature. The Prince f Peace; reconciling us to God 
by his Death, and making Peace by the Blood of his 
Croſs; by applying theſe Bleſſings to our Conſciences, 
filing us with that Peace of God, which paſſeth all 
e Uaderſtanding. 155. everlaſting Father ; to cheriſh us 
under the Wings of his Providence and Grace; to make 
du Things work together for our Good; and prepare 
+ bor us an everlaſting Inheritance; even the Inheritance 
d. MI incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away,— 
on may the adorable Redeemer be all this to us! The 
„Prophet repeats this Expreſſion, 7b us. This Circum- 
at tance is of the laſt Importance. Then only is Chriſt, 
n. our Fountain of Life, and full of Delights, when he is 
1. al this, does all this, to xs, even 7o us. 

Let this Scripture be the Subject of our Meditation, 
io WI amidſt the approaching Solemnity. And may an ever- 
on WM ting Senſe of its Bleſſings, give an additional, a 
f, keavenly Reliſh to all our other Entertainments! 


I am your affectionate Brother, 


| 
: 
| 
h 
| 
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LETTER XCVIII. 


On Reconciliation to God, previous to our performing holy 
Duties. 


"Dear Sir, 
T is not the Difficulty of anſwering Dr. C 
Queſtion, that makes me avoid it, but the diſagree. 

able Nature of the Office. As it will oblige me to ſhew, 
that he entirely miſtates both the Nature of the Scrip- 
tures, and the Nature of Max. He would make Dr, 
4 and Dr. * * s Sentiments of Things, the Touch- 
fone of divine Revelation. What is level to their Ap- 
prehenſions, muſt be rigbt; what comports with their 
Notions, muſt be true. At this rate, they are not Doers 
of the Law, but Judges. On the (contrary, if they do 
not underſtand the Doctrine of Union with Chriſt, or 
the Fitneſs of free Juſtification to promote Holineſs, it 
is becauſe their Underſtandings are darkened: It is a 
Sign, that they want the Eye- ſalve; a Proof, that their 
Senſes are not exerciſed to diſcern between Good and 
Evil. 

Dr. C has Roman Virtue; but indeed he very 
much wants the Eye-falve. He ſees no Glory and 
Comelineſs in Chriſt; but much in his own Conformity 
to the Commands of his Maker. While ſuch Senti- 
ments poſſeſs the Mind, People have no Eyes to diſcern 
the Beauty of free Grace. Chriſt is juſt as inſignificant, 
as the Phyſician's offering to preſcribe for a Perſon in 
perfect Health.—I am ſure, my poor, lame, mangled 
Conformity to my Maker's Commands, fills me with 
Shame, and would make me hang down my Head a3 
Bulruſh. But my Lord's Death, my Lord's Obedience, 


my divine Lord's Merit, encourages me, emboldens 
| | 20 
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me, and enables me to ſay, © Who ſhall condemn me?” 
Be pleaſed by the bye, to compare Dr. Cs Foun- 
dation for Comfort and Confidence, with St. Paul's, 
Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who is in the right, I leave you 
to determine. I will only venture to aſſert, that Paul 
of Tarſus had as much Conformity to the Commands 
of his Maker as our amiable Friend. Oh! that He 
was leſs amiable in his own Eyes ; and knew himſelf to 
be “ wretched, and miſerable, and Poo and blind and 
naked,” See Rev. iii. 17. 


iſt, A Perſuaſion of our Reconciliation to God, 
previous to our Performance of holy Duties.” —Dr. - 
O aſks, what is the Foundation of ſuch a Perſuaſion ? 
ro which I anſwer, The Doctrine delivered by St. 
Paul, Rom. v. 10. When we were Enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the Death of his Son.“ From this 
Paſſage he will ſee, that Reconciliation to God is previous 

to our Performance of holy Duties. It is a Bleſſing 
procured for Enemies; and to ſay, that Enemies have 
performed holy Duties, is to confound the Difference 
between Rebels and Subjects; is to make Rebellion 
and Allegiance the ſame.—Nay more, this Blefling has 
no Manner of Dependance on our Performance of | 
Duties, becauſe it is procured, not partially, but af 
procured by the Death of Chriſt. It is not ſaid, when 
we, who were ſometime Enemies, began to perform . 

holy Duties; but when we were Enemies, while we were 
Enemies, and conſidered only as Enemies. ben, even 

len. —Wonderous Grace] Grace worthy of -a God? 

Will not uch Grace incline the Rebels to throw down 

their Arms ? 


Dr. C* * having laid down ſome Premitks, makes 
tus Inference; „ Hence the Phraſe of our Reconcili- 


tion to God, when we have renounced our Sins.” But 
wes this Merence tally with the Apoſtle's Declaration, 
Vor. II. X 2 or 
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or is it the proper Conſequence of his Doctrine? Let 
not the acute Niſputant, but the Way-faring Man judge, 
« Our bleſſed Saviour, adds the Doctor, directiy 
aſſerts, that the Performance of religious Duties is the 
fole Evidence of our Reconcihation.” —We are not in. 
quiring about the Evidences of Reconciliation, but about 
the May to acquire them. To determine, what are the 
- 'Evidences of a Cure, is eaſy enough; but to preſcribe 
the expeditious and certain Method of working the 
Cure, this is the Thing we want. Here according to 
my poor Opinion, Mr. Marſhall excells as much in the 
ſpiritual, as Dr. C“ in the animal Therapeutica, 
Dr. C“ urges our Lord's Words, « Ye are my 
Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you.” Wan- 
dering from the Point again. The Quſtion is, how 
we ſhall be animated, ſtrengthened, and enabled to do 
- > ba, \ 
Upon this Subject Neaſon tells us, that ſuch a Dif. 
charge of religious Duties can alone convince a Chriſtian 
of the Sincerity of his Profeflion,—It may be ſo; but 
pray, Madam Reaſon, don't be impertinent, we did not 
"aſk your Opinion upon the Point; if you would ſpeak 
do the Purpoſe, you muſt tell us, how we may be enabld 
to diſcharge theſe religious Duties. Does your Ladyſhip 
know, which is the fir religious Duty? I queſtion it; 
be content therefore to receive Information from Scrip- 
fire: Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart. This is the firſt religious Duty; now tell Dr. 
and me, tell us honeſtly and explicitly, how ve 
can perform this Duty ? Is it poſſible to love the Lord, 
to love him with all our Heart, if we look upon him s 
incenſed againſt us, unreconciled to us? Is it poſſible to 
love him when we apprehend ourſelves to be under his 
Mratb, or ſuſpe that he will prove an Enemy to us u 
the laſt. ? r | 1 
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The Doctor having an higher Opinion of Reaſon . 
than I, is a greater Favourite with her, I would there- 
fore beg to know of him, what Reply ſhe makes to this 
Interrogatory ; and I promiſe. before-hand; that I will 
ſtand to her Award, if ſhe can point out any Method 
of practiſing this Duty, different from that propoſed 
by Mr. Marſhall; then my favourite Author and my- 
ſelf, will ſubmit to the Charge of Enthuſiaſm. 
Adly, A Perſuaſion of our future Enjoyment of the 
heavenly Happineſs, previous to our Performance of 


holy Duties.” 
I aſk Mr. Hervey, © what is thi Foundation of ſuch 


a Perſuaſion ?”—Mr. Hervey anſwers, our free Juſtifi- 
cation through Jeſus Chriſt, which we receive under 
the Character of angodly Perſons ; conſequently, before 
the Performance of good Works, Rom. iv. 5. —I anſwer 
Again: The free Promiſe of God. * God hath given 
unto us eternal Life,” 1 Fobn v. 11. But is not this Pro- 
miſe founded on our own Duties and Obedience? No, but 


on the Duties and Obedience of our great Ae. 


This Life is in his Con. 

In the firſt Book of the ſacred Writings | is this im- 
portant Interrogatory, made by God Himſelf ; © If thou 
doſt well; ſhalt thou not be accepted ?” —Here I beg 
Leave to aſk, in my Turn; Which is the Perſon, who 
dies well? Dr. C“, who would perſuade us to rejett 
the Gift of God, (1 Jobs v. 111) and not believe his 
Word? Or Mr. Marſhall; who would engage üs to 
credit the divine Declaration, and receive the divine 
Gilt? The Apoſtle fays, « by not believing this Record, 
we make God a Liar,” I John v. 10: And ſhall we call 
this doing well ? or is this the Way to be accepted? 

The Doctor farther urges, in the very laſt Chapter 
of the ſame ſacred Volumes we are told, © Bleſſed are 


® Reaſon I mean, in her preſent fallei State. 
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the Doctor remember, what the Commandments of the 


fallible Promiſe of God, and implied in the very Nature 


Admonition; and, to ſhew our Gratitude, we would 


; foal 's three P ropolitions, as the requiſite Si 'gnals of Faith, 


they, who do his Commandments, that they may have 
a Right to the Tree of Life.” —Let me aſk again, does 


Almighty are ? He may ſee them reduced to two Par- 
ticulars, and ranged in the exacteſt Order, 1 John iii. 
23. The firſt of theſe Commandments is, that we he. 
lieve on the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Let the 
Doctor only interpret this Precept, tell me what is in- 
cluded in this Injunction, and I am inclined to think, 
he will find each of Mr. Marſball's preliminary Articles, 
contained in its Import. To believe in Chriſt, is to 
live under a Perſuaſion, that He has died to reconcile me 
to God ; that he has obeyed to obtain eternal Life for me, 
and intercedes in Heaven, that I may receive the Holy 
Ghoſt the Comforter, —Take away theſe Ingredients 
from Faith, and its Spirit evaporates ; its very Life ex- 
pires ; you have nothing left, but a mere Caput mortuun, 

The Doctor charges us © with fpiritual Pride.” But 
is it Pride, to confeſs ourſelyes ungodly Wretches ; and 
as ſuch, to receive free Juſtification from infinitely rich 
Grace ?—<© With Preſumption and unwarrantable Per- 
ſuaſions.” But is that a prefumptuous Claim, or that an 
unwarrantable Perſuaſion, which is founded on the in- 


of Faith ?—He bids us Beware, leſt we be the Dupes 
of our own Credulity:“ We thank him for the friendly 


ſuggeſt a Caution to our worthy Friend, that before he 
argues on a religious Subject, he would gain clearer Ideas 
of its Nature : He talks of Reconciliation, as implying 
Concern and Grief. Here he . fights with a Shadow, 
and a Shadow of his own raifing ; No Mortal ever 
affirmed or dreamed of any ſuch Thing. Reconciliatin 
is neither more nor leſs, than a Removal of Offence, 
and a Reſtoration to Favour. He mentions Mr. Mar- 
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whereas they are the conſtituent Parts, the very Eſſence 
of Faith : They differ as much trom a Signal, as the 
florid Blood and lively Spirits differ from the Bloom on 
the Cheek, or the Sparkle in the Eye.—He tells us, 


« that the Faith of the Jews was one Thing; but after 


our Saviour's Death, the Faith of the Gentiles was 
another,” St. Paul, who was a Few by Birth, and an 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles by Office, tells us the very re- 
verſe. There 1s one Faith, of which, Chriſt the Lamb, 


ſain from the Foundation of the World, was, and is the 


invariable Object. To Him give all the Prophets, as 
well as all the Apoſtles, witneſs, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins. Believing in 
Chriſt, we ſee, is the one conſtant, unalterable Way, in 
which both Jews and Gentiles, the Hearers of the Pro- 
phets and the Converts of the Apoſtles, obtained Fon, 
Life, and Glory. 


Had Dr. C* * obſerved this Caution, He would not 


have ſpent ſo many needleſs and random Words on the 
third Propoſition, which proceed upon an abſolute 
Miftake of the Point. WE Advocates for Self: ſuffi- 
ciency in Man! I wonder how the ingenious Doctor 
can entertain ſuch a Suſpicion ; eſpecially as he knows, 
we have ſubſcribed, we believe, and we maintain the 
tenth Article of our Church, He has blamed us for 
this Belief; therefore he ſhould, in all Reaſon, blame 


himſelf for thoſe extravagant Excurſions of his Pen; 


which are juſt as far from Sobriety and Fact, as the 
Antipodes are from the Latitude of London. Our Maxim, 
and Mr, Marſball's Meaning is Though leſs than 


Nothing, though worſe than Nothing in Ourſelves, we 


can do all Things through Chriſt ſtrengthening us. 
N I am, Cc. &c. 
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LETTER XCIX. 


Remarks on Dr. Cotton; and a Companies for the Hoy 
| 1 Sacrament. | 


Saturday Morning, 


HALL I TE you to tell Dr. Cotton, that his beautiful 

' Viſions were by Dodſtey the Bookſeller put into the 

Hands of a very pious and ingenious Friend of mine, 

who propoſes an Alteration in the ninth Line of the 

ſixty-ninth Page of the fifth Edition, where he would 
read Tefus inſtead of Virtus. 


At that important Hour of Need, 
Feſus ſhall prove a Friend indeed. 
But I am not of his Opinion, unleſs an uniform Vein 
of evangelical Doctrine had run through the whole: 
This I muſt confeſs I could have been glad to have ſeen 
in ſo elegant a Poem, where Spenſer's Fancy, and Prior's 
Eaſe are united: And. hope if the Doctor ſhould ever 
write any more Poetry, he will take this important 
Hint into his Conſideration ; indeed he ought, for even 
in his Yifon' on Death, he has not paid the leaſt regard 
to Chriſt our Redeemer, the Conqueror of Death. 1 
preſume they ſell according to our Wiſhes. May they 
under the Bleſſing of a moſt gracious God, impart Good 
to the World, and bring Gain to the amiable Author! 
If I miſtake not, you are a ſubſcribing Member of 
the Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge : Will 
you be fo kind as to procure for me a Dozen of Bibles, 
and a Dozen of the Biſhop of Man on the Lord's 
Supper —1 give away this to Communicants, becauſe 
it has the Commmmion Service in it; and becauſe it 1s 
more evangelical, and leſs exceptionable than the Gene- 
falt of what are called Preparations for, or Com- 
x Ln 5 | panions 
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panions at the Sacrament ;—too many of which Books, 
by long Prayers for each Day in the Week, and by 
injudicious Repreſentations, have ſometimes, I fear, a 

contrary Effect to what was intended.—l had once a 
Deſign, nor have I wholly laid it afide, of extracting 
from Jenks's Office of Devotion the few Leaves He has 
there wrote ſo pathetically on the Sacrament, and of 
printing them with the Communion Service' after the 
Manner of the-Biſhop of Man; adding on the Sides 
ſuitable Obſervations of my own to ſupply Jenks's De- 
fciencies: I propoſe likewiſe ro add what Marſhall 
ys on the Subject, and inſert from the Biſhop of Man, 
his ſhort, yet ſtriking Meditations on ſome well-choſen 
Texts of Scripture, which will be of Service to every 
ne; particularly to thoſe, who are unaccuſtomed to 
neditate, or have no Talents for it, and conſequently 
want ſuch an Affance to employ the Time while others 
ze receiving the Bread and Wine. What ſays my Fidus 
Achates to this ?—Give it a Place in your Thoughts; 
and, however we may determine on this, let us de- 
termine to cleave more cloſely to the Lord, and Wait 
upon our God continually | . Unto hee lift I up mine 
Eyes, O thou that dwelleſt in the Heavens.” Let this 
be our Pattern, and ſuch our Practice. To his tender 
Care, and continual Guidance, I commit you, and am, 


* vour's, Sc. 


X 4 . LE T- 


312 MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS, 


LS Wo: oi pn 
Remarks on a public Faſt Sermon. to 
1 Aim, 1756, I 1 
Dear Sir, NY : 
Confeſs I am covetous, and like covetous People, Mz 
unreaſonable ; I was in hope of receiving another He 
Favour from your Pen, before I troubled you with 
another Solicitation. —But an Affair has lately happened 
or rather a Project has ſtarted in my Mind, which! Gin 
will lay before you.— On Sunday laſt a neighbouring 
Clergyman ſent me for my Peruſal, a Sermon preached 
by Dr. T“, before the Houſe of Commons, on the 
late publick * Faſt. When I peruſed it, and ſaw not 
ſingle Mention of Chriſt, nor a ſingle Hint of an evan- 
gelical Nature, I was ſurpriſed and grieved: And þ 
much the more, as it was preached by one of the moſt 
celebrated Divines in the Kingdom, and before the 
whole Kingdom convened in their Repreſentatives, l 
thought it was a Pity that ſuch a notorious 'Slight put 
upon our moſt glorious Redeemer, ſhould paſs without 
Animadverſions. I could not forbear wiſhing, that the 


Lord would enable me, even me (the leaſt and weałeſ 
in my heavenly Father's Houſe) to bear my Teſtimony 


for Jeſus who was crucified, I therefore conceived 15 
ſome Thoughts of publiſhing a Sermon preached a * 


Weſton, upon a Subject ſomewhat ſimilar to his ; for 
though mine is deſignedly plain, and deſtitute of the 
polite Doctor's Embelliſhments, yet it has more 
Chriſt, and his Goſpel. I alſo apprehended, if to thi 
were prefixed and ſubjoined ſome Remarks upon the 


The Publick Faſt in February 1756, 
Doctor: 
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Doctor's Performance, it might not be unſeaſonable, 
nor unprofitable..-Now, my dear Friend, if you ap- 
prove the Deſign, would you draw up ſome Remarks 
upon the Doctor's Diſcourſe, while I am endeavouring 
to retrieve my Sermon, from a few Hints, which I 
happened on that Occaſion to put down in Short-Hand ? 
I will own to you, my Heart almoſt trembles at the 
Proſpe&t of appearing in Print againſt ſo eminent a 
Man. And if you do not think it proper to be my 
Help and Abettor, I muſt drop the Deſign. May the 
Lord Jeſus, whoſe Honour is concerned, whoſe Blood 
and Righteouſneſs, whoſe Spirit and Grace have been 
diſregarded, and treated as Cyphers ; may he direct 
your Determination, fructify your Invention, give you 
all Knowledge and all Utterance ! What think you of 
this Method of proceeding? Making Remarks upon 
the unevangelical Paſſages—Pointing out the Places 
where an Opportunity offered of enlarging upon Goſpel 
Topicks - Exemplifying this Goſpel-Manner, and ſhew- 
ing that it would be no Prejudice, but give infinite 
Weight and Force to the Argument: But I leave all to 
the bleſſed God, and my dear Friend.—Your laſt, I 
think, is a moſt maſterly Piece of Controverſy, for 
which I am your Debtor. May you now be enabled to 
out-do yourſelf. The Subject and the Occaſion are of 
the laſt Importance; if you are inclined to exert yourſelf, 
pray let it be in the courtly Manner. Your laſt Pen 
was dipt in Vinegar, let this be dipt in Oil. 
My Sermon was on that Text, Ezek. xviii. 27. I 
ſhall wait, with inceſſant Prayer to Him, whoſe Name 
8 Wonpkkrul, COuNSELLOR, till I receive your 


Anſwer, 
And am, moſt affectionately your's, 
J. Hzrver. 
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LETTER Cl. 


Animadverſions on the ſame. n on the Earthquake 
at Liſbon. 


Mr. Hervery's Friend, on conſidering the Propoſal in the 
preceding Letter, wrote the following; and addreſſed 
it zo Dr. Tk, the Preacher of the Faſt Sermon in 
1756, on Jerem. xviii. 7, 8.—/t is here printed, a 
the Obſervations therein contained may poſſibly be in ſont 
Meaſure productive of the Good which Mr. Hervey 
intended by ſuch like Remarks, 


Reverend Sir, 
C OME Time ago was put into my Hands a Sermon 
of your's on Jer. xviii. 7, 8. preached before the 
honourable Houſe of Commons, on the Day of the 
late publick Faſt; wherein I thought I ſaw ſome ven 
material Omiſſions and Miftakes, which I feared might 
hinder the Succeſs of your ingenious Performance ; and 
therefore, as I would neither have you to labour in vain, 
nor the beſt Uſe of fuch alarming Calls of divine Pro- 
vidence negleFed, I could not but give you the Trouble 
of a Letter upon this Occaſion. | 

Nothing can be more proper, at ſuch Seaſons, than 
ſerious Diſcourſes upon Repentance and Reformation: 
Times of Affliction are moſt likely to be Times of 
Reflection, and when it pleaſes the Moſt High thus to 
open the Heart, it is then the Time for his Servants to 
ſow the-good Seed of his Word. To prepare Men for 
this, . God's Judgments fly ſwift as the Light. To 
prepare Men for this, he hews by his Prophets, and 
flays by the Word of his Mouth: And happy, eternally 


happy, are thoſe, who are influenced thereby, to wm 
m 
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from their evil Ways, and to make their Ways and 
their Doings good: For thus runs the divine Promiſe 


At what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, 
and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 


down, and to deſtroy ; if that Nation againſt whom I 
have pronounced this, turn from their Evil, I will re- 
pn of th Evil that I thought to do unto them.“ Jer. 
wii. 7, 8. 

Such is God's gracious Declaration, which no 
Miniſter can read, but it muſt remind him of two 
Things. Firſt, that this Promiſe is made in Chriſt 
ſeſus, and therefore can belong to none but thoſe who 
frlake their Sins and return unto God by Him. 
Secondly, This Return then from Evil muſt be accom- 
glied through the Grace and Spirit of Chriſt. And, 

Firſt, The Mention of tis, and every other Promiſe 
n the Book of God, muſt remind the Goſpel-Miniſter 
that it is made in Chriſt Jeſus. St. Paul hath aſſured 
us that „ all the Promiſes of God in Him are Yea,” 
(made) © and in Him, Amen,” (confirmed ;) and if 
al the Promiſes of God are made and confirmed in Him, 
then this, as one, muſt be made in Him. The Redeemer 
timſelf has informed us, “ That He is the Way, and 
the Truth, and the Life, and that no Man can come 
into the Father but by Him.” — But to turn from Evil, 
ad to come unto the Father, are Terms of the ſame 
Import. Beſides, we know, that it is only though Jeſus 
Chriſt, that we. have Peace with God, and that it is 
oaly through Jeſus Chriſt, that God has reconciled the 
World to Fimſelf. Can two then walk together 
except they are agreed ?” Can God ſheath the Sword of 
is Juſtice before he is reconciled to us? If nat, how 


> 1 wN Fo oo ww AF > 2 


* And if he repents not of the Evil, which he 
ought to do unto us, where is our Intereft in the 


miſe ?-But, what Need of any more Words, when 
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it is moſt evident, that it is the Son of God who here 
ſpeaks by the Prophet? The fame Perſon promiſe, 
Mercy, who had threatened to deſtroy with the ſevereſt 
Judgments: Now we know, that “ the Father | 
no Man, but has committed all Judgment to the ôn; 
that all Men ſhould honour the Son, as they honour the 
Father.” It is very plain then, that all, who return 
from Evil, muſt return by Chriſt ; they muſt return 
with his Price in their Hands, and his Robe upon their 
Backs, and then, and not till then, they are ſafe, ſafe 
for Time and Eternity. 8 

Secondly, When the Goſpel-Miniſter reads this gra. 
cious Promiſe, he will remember, that ſuch a Returni 
from Evil muſt be accompliſhed through the Grace, 
and Spirit of Chriſt. | 

How can we, who are not ſufficient of Ourſelves to 
think a good Thought of Ourſelves, think of returning 

to God and Holineſs ? Can the Captive who is in Love 
with his Chains long for Liberty ? Can the Sinner, who 
is fond of his Sins, deſire to relinquiſh them? No; it 
is as poſſible for the Ethiopian to change his Skin, or 
the Leopard his Spots, as for us, who are accuſtomed 
to do Evil, to learn to do well. Nay, far more poſ- 
ſible ; for, to accompliſh this, they need only to change 
their Hue; but before we can attain to Holineſs, we 
muſt change our Nature We muſt make Ourſelves a 
new Heart and a new Spirit; (Ezek. xviil. 31.) ve 
muſt quit the Grave, and ariſe from the Dead, and who 
is ſufficient for theſe Things ? Therefore, the Maſter 
ſfays,-—< No Man can come unto me, except the Father, 
which hath ſent me, draw him.” —And again— Ye 
have not choſen me, but I have choſen you, and have 
ordained you to bring forth Fruit, and that your Frult 
ſhould remain. For without me ye can do Nothing. 
And his Apoſtles affert,—that © by Grace we are ſaved 
through Faith, and that not of Ourſelves, it is —_ 
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of God:“ that every Grace is the Fruit of his Spirit, 
of whoſe Fulneſs we have received, and Grace for 
Grace ; and that we are created anew unto good Works, 
which God had before ordained, that we ſhould walk 
in them. 

Now, Sir, are theſe the true Sayings of God ? 1 
theſe the very Words of our Lord, and his Apoſtles ? 
—T hen undoubtedly to refuſe them, is to refuſe bim, 
who ſpeaks from Heaven: And if ſo, how comes it to 
paſs, that you have unhappily forgot to take Notice of 
theſe Things upon this ſolemn Occaſion? God pro- 
miſes Security to all, who forſake their Sins, and re- 
turn unto him in Jeſus Chriſt, and yet Jeſus Chriſt is . 
never mentioned in your Sermon. Without divine 
Grace, and the ſanctifying Operations of the Holy 
Spirit, we can do Nothing; and yet there we hear 
Nothing of divine Grace, or the Holy Spirit. Joab 
ready to take Rabbab, the royal City of the Ammonites, 
ſo ordered the Campaign that his Maſter David might 
have the Honour of the Victory: But here is a Chriſtian 
Miniſter, who attacks a Citadel of human Corruption, 
and never ſo much as once thinks of Chriſt, through 
whom he muſt conquer. Here is a Chriſtian Miniſter, 
who leaving the lively Oracles, undertakes ſpiritual 
Wickedneſſes with the carnal Weapons of a Tully and 
Demoſthenes. Miſtake me not, I ſpeak not againſt 
Oratory as ſuch ; but if a Roman or a Greek Philoſo- 
pher, who had never heard of Chriſt, can ſay as much 
againſt the Vices of the Age, as you can, who have 
from your Infancy been educated in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, what ſay yen more than others? Is not this too 
much to ſight that bleeding dying Lamb of God, who 
alone can take away the Sin of the World ? 


But the Slight put upon our Maſter's Words is not 
a; your not taking Notice of theſe Things, has un- 


happily 
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happily led you into Miſtakes, which are utterly incoy.l ext 
ſiſtent with his Undertaking.—You call upon us « by hig 
every Act of Humiliation and Repentance to dee i 
the Protection of Heaven;” and throughout you Re 
whole Diſcourſe you labour hard to fix our Hopes upon ] 
this Baſis, and our after Obedience. But can the finceres WM Th 
Repentance, or the deepeſt Humiliation, de/erve te Sa) 
Favour of God, and the Remittance of Puniſhment! bea 
If , then fallen Adam might have broken in Pieces iz! 
the Chains of eternal Death, in which he was holden: mo! 
And then, what Need of ſhedding the Blood of the law: 
promiſed Seed? What Need of ſuch a Sacrifice to ap-; goo 
peaſe God; if he was already appeaſed, or could bi of t 
appeaſed by the Relentings of Man? Briefly, If the 
Death of Chriſt was neceſſary to purchaſe eternal Re: 
'demption for us, then our Repentance and Humihation 
can never deſerve the divine Favour; 

Nor can our after Obedience procure ſuch Protedtion, 
Perfect Obedience is a Debt continually due from even 


Creature as ſuch; and the Payment of a Debt due neſs 
noto, can never be a Compenſation for the Non-pay- noth 
ment of Arrears : Nor can the moſt exact Payment ai fon 
what is due from one's Self, be eſteemed the leaſt Pi Perf. 
of Payment of what is due from another z and then 
fore where the Debt is Obedience, as all Creatures 20 un 
bound to obey at all Times, none but a God can pa Ena 
off the Score of any one Delinquent. This is a tre Pron 
mendous Conſideration, even ſuppoſing true Repent when 
ance, and a thorough Reformation, were wholly in e Wor 
own Power: But when as Sinners we are entirely wit und x 
out Strength, (Rom. v. 6, 8.) when (as I have alread) ag 
obſerved) theſe Gifts are perfectly dependent upon 
Grace, and the good Spirit of God; ſurely, to talk d "7 
deſerving the Favour of Heaven by them, mult be bn 


extremely abſurd. Nor is it only extremely abſurd, bu 
extreme! 
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extremely dangerous; as it places the Merit of Works 
higher than ever the Papiſts placed it, and is utterly 
ixconfiſtent with the humble Genius of the Proteſtant 
Religion. | 

But your Neglect of taking proper Notice of theſe 
Things, not only leads you to diſregard the expreſs 
Sayings of our Lord, and to nullify his Work, but to 
heal the Wounds of the Daughter of God's People 
fightly. You complain of our © Profaneneſs and Im- 
morality ; of our Profligacy and unjuſt Oppoſition to 
lawful Authority; of our Diſregard to Decency and 
good Manners, as well as to the Laws of our Country; 
of that unlawful Purſuit of Pleaſure, that Luxury and 
Extravagance, which-inſenſibly preys upon the Conſti- 


tution, debaſes the Senſe, and corrupts the Morals of 


our People.” And theſe are Evils, of which you ought 
to complain: They are the fure Signs of a declining 
conſumptive State, and can never be enough lamented. 
But then, you never touch upon that Root of Bitter- 
neſs which bears this Gall and Wormwood : You ſay 
nothing of our Unbelief, which keeps us at a Diftance 
from God, from whom we muſt receive every good and 
perfect Gift: You fay nothing of Faith, without which 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe him, to turn from Evil or re- 
turn to him. Nor do you take the leaft Notice of our 
Enmity to the bleſſed Jeſus, and his holy Goſpel; of that 
Proneneſs to Rebellion and Naughtineſs of Heart, from 
whence proceeds every evil Thought, and Word and 
Work. Theſe Things you ought to have remembered, 
aid not to have forgotten the other. 

Had you remarked upon %%% Evils in the moral 
View you have taken of our national Vices, it would 
taturally have led you to point out ſuitable Remedies. 
You muſt then have perſuaded us to labour after an 
Union with Chriſt, the Fountain of Grace, by Faith : 


and 
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and this radical Union with Him would have produced 
a moral Union, and have transformed us into bis Lite 
neſs: Where Faith had been implanted, Love would 
have flowed; and where Love had flowed, there mul 
have been ready and chearful Obedience; for: the En, 
of the Commandment is Charity, out of a pure Heart 
and Faith unfeigned. But without theſe gracious Habit 
internally wrought, what will all the ozzward Reforma 
tion in the World do for us ? Have you not read of 
the Phariſees ? Did not theſe People keep clean the 
Outfide of the Cup and the Platter? Far from being 
guilty of any ſcandalous Immorality, they prayed in the 
Streets, made broad their Phylacteries, faſted twice 
Week, and gave Tythes of all that they poſſeſſed : Yet 
were their inward Parts fo filthy, that they finally be 
came obnoxious to a Judgment ten thouſand Time 
worſe than what has befallen the unhappy Inhabitants 
of Liſhon. Let us not deceive Ourſelves ; neither out 
ward Reformation, nor outward Morality are ſufficient 
neither outward Profeſſions, nor -outward Duties will 
make a Man a Chriſtian, The King's Daughter is all 
glorious within, as well as without; and if we belong 
to the Redeemer, we muſt be /an#ified by him both | 
Soul, and Body, and Spirit. 


If you would reform the World, przacn rm 
GospEL: The Goſpel contains the only Motives, that 
can poſſibly prevail upon any to embrace it. dT 
may talk of the Amiableneſs of the Divine Being, an 
the Charms of Virtue, thereby to allure us to return te 
the one, and to embrace the other ; but without a true 
Faith in the Promiſes of Pardon and Acceptance, true 
Repentance can never be attained ; and a free and gra 
cious Pardon, and Acceptance is no where promiſed, b 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Goodneſs of God free! 
offering Pardon and Peace, muſt lead us back to Him 
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x we approach Him no more. Earthquakes, Famine, 
peftlence, or any other Evils, have their Uſe only as 
diſcover to us our preſent Condition, and greatly 
nhance the effered Kindneſs ; but we love God becauſe. 
firſt ved us: We love Jeſus Chriſt becauſe he 
wejed, and died for us, and his great Love thus mani- 
any does not urge, but conſtrain us to love him 
; becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
den we are all dead; and He died for all, that they 
pho live ſhould not henceforth live unto Themſelves, 
but unto Him which died for them, and roſe again. 
heſe are the Cords of a- Man, and the Bands of Love, 
chere with we are drawn to our heavenly Father. 
WHercin, is Love, not that we. loved God, but that he 
wed. us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for 
ur Sins; and if God ſo loved us, ſurely we ought to 
love Him again, and to reſtify our Love by a ſuitable 
Obedience. When no Creature (as I have hinted) 
ould furniſh a Righteouſneſs, that might. be imputed 
o us, who can but ſtand amazed; that the Father ſhould 
end his only-begotten Son to obey in our Stead ? 
hen no Creature could bear the Wrath of an offended 
od, and by dying overcome Death, who can but ſtand 
chat the Son of God ſhould be ſent to ſuffer 
nd to -% that we might live through m Who 
n but ſtand amazed, that the Son of Gog- ſhould 
ke dür Nature upon Himſelf, that hemight thus obey, 
ind for us? How can we behold him thus dying for 
and not die to that Sin, for which he died? When 
ve ſo unprecedented ſpeaks ſo loud, who can but 
ear, and wonder, and return to the Lord ? 


What I have faid, I think; plainly ſhews, that your 


diſcourſe might have been far more evangelical; and as 
plainly ſhews, what ſuperior Motives to Repentance and 
Reformation would have occurred if it had been ſo; fo 
Vol, II. T that, 
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that, humbly recommending my Remarks to your ſeriou 
Conſideration, I might here have concluded my Letter; 
but as you allow, that the late Earthquakes © haye 
hitherto been the merciful Warning of a kind and 
good Providence, to diſpoſe us to hear the Nod; 

and to conſider, with that Awe, which becomes us, the 
Hand, which hath appointed it;“ a few Eclairciſlements 
upon one of the Leſſons which you have advanced under 
that Head become abſolutely neceſſary, leſt by miſtaking 
the Caſe we ſhould loſe the Benefit of our ' Neighbour's 
Afflictions. 


You recommend upon tis Occaſion . Our guard. 
ing Ourſelves againſt any hard Cenſures, which a Re- 
flection upon theſe extraordinary Calamities encourage 
in Minds too readily diſpofed to judge with Severity.” 
And conclude, © that it is certain, that we have » 
Right to determine what are the particmar Intentions of 
Providence in this Diſpenſation. Hut certainly we 
bade à Right to determine, that ſuch Puniſſiments are 
inflicted becauſe of Sin: Elſe, how do they (in your 
own Words) © ſpeak to us the I of the divine 
Diſpleaſure ?” Elfe, how can they be confldered as 
Puniſttments to correct ſome; and to warn others? 
Elſe, how can they be confidered as the louder Call 
of Anger? or of what Uſe to bring us Home to O 
felves ? This you muſt grant, or you pull down all, that 


you have before builded, and make yourſelf 4 Treſpaſtr | 


J allow,. that we have 2 Right to ” oct theft un 
happy People to be greater Sinners than Ourſelves, 
becauſe of their greater Sufferings : This would lead us 
Phariſaically to cajole Ourſelves in our Iniquities, rather 
than to take Warnings by others, yet we are allowed 
to look upon them as very great Offenders; Out 


Saviour does not reprove * a for wr 
0 
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thoſe Galileans, whoſe Blood * Pilate had mingled with 
their Sacrifices, to be very great Sinners; but for 
thinking them to be greater Sinners than Themſelves, 


which is indeed, a Temper of Mind utterly inconſiſtent 
with true Repentance. 


We are allowed then to ſuppoſe the Portugueſe to be 

great Sinners; and that the Ziſhon Earthquake was a 
Puniſhment inflicted for Sin; and, if we can diſcover 
any Thing in their Conduct, that might tend to bring 
down this divine Judgment upon them, it will be our 
Wiſdom to take Warning by it, and carefully to avoid 
it as a fatal Snare: And ſurely we may fee ſome Things 
in them, which God has, in all Ages, puniſhed with 
the moſt ſevere Chaſtiſement. As, 

Firſt, Idolatry. It is impoſſible but that you, Sir, 
mat have heard of the ſtupid Prophaneneſs and Idolatry 
er theſe People; of their mock Proceſſions, and bar- 
WY barous Mimickry of the Redeemer's Sufferings ; ſuch 
s vas a Scandal to human Nature, and ſuch as never 
tuniſned the moſt prophane Rites of Heatheniſm. 
duch Fopperies, this horrible Puniſhment ſhould cau- 
don us carefully to avoid; and to avoid every Means, 
which would lead us into them: It ſhould make us 
carefully abide by the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is the 
Power of God to Salyation to every one, who believes ; 
and wherein is revealed the Righteouſneſs of God from 
ach to Faith: It ſhould make us careful to live up to 
ect for neglecting ſo great Salvation, God ſhould 
„see us up to. ſtrong Deluſions to believe ſuch Lies, 
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aud to worſhip and ſerve the Creature more than the 
7 Bl Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. 

0 Secondly; Perſecution, We all know, that at Liſbun 
N de barbarous Inquiſition reigned in all its Horrors, 
ſ „ See Lale xiii, 3. 
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and that Thouſands have there fallen a Sacrifice tg it, 
whoſe Blood has long cried aloud for Vengeance ; and 
we know, that Perſecutors have been moſt ſeverely 
puniſhed in all Ages : So that, taught by this dreadful 
Judgment, we ſhould carefully avoid this Crime; a 
Crime of ſo deep a Dye, that in its higheſt Stage, when 
it ſtrikes at the Truth as ſuch, it becomes irremiſſible, 
and can never be forgiven either in this World, or in 
that, which is to come. I allow, that theſe People are 
connected to us by every Tie but that of Religion; 
but this of itſelf conſtitutes ſo vaſt a Difference, that 
whenever we are diſpoſed to ſpeak moſt favourably of 
their Failings, and attribute them to the Prejudices of 
Education, or the Weakneſs of human Judgment, ve 
ſhould ſtill remember, that we are Proteſtants, and ibn 
were Papiſts: And indeed, to us, as Proteſtants and 
Chriſtians, there is ſomething in this divine Judgment 
ſo very remarkable, that, if rightly conſidered, it may 
greatly confirm us in both. 

As Proteſtants, we all look for the Deſtrudtion of 
Antichriſt and his Kingdom ; and here we behold a 
City whoſe unequalled Trade, in Gold and Silver, and 
precious Stones, was a proper Type of that fpiritul 
Merchandiſe ſo many hundred Years vended by her 
Mother Rome ; like whom ſhe was built upon ſeven 
Hills ; like whom, as a moſt obedient N r. ſhe 
was a Neſt of Idolaters and Perſecutors * : And as ſhe 
was ſo like her Mother in every Thing, we have all the 
Reaſon in the World to think, that Rome like Lila 
ſhall one Day be puniſhed. Moſt remarkable it is, that 
on the Day, which ſhe had abuſed to rob the eternal 
God of his Honour, and to give it to the whole Hoſt 
of Heaven; on the Day, which ſhe had abuſed in 
ſhedding the Blood of Thouſands ; on that very Di 


* See Rev. xviii. 


God 


MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 325 


God came down to hold his Auto de Fe, and her own 
Blood was required. Thus, when her Mother Rome 
ſhall ſay, © I fit as a Queen, and am no Widow, and 
ſhall ſee no Sorrow; in that very Day ſhall. her 
Plagues come, Death, and Mourning and Famine, and 
ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with Fire; for ſtrong 1s the 
Lord God, who judges her. 


As Chriſtians, we all look and wait for the Coming 
of our Lord unto Judgment ; and therefore ſhould pay 
a ſpecial Regard to eyery Token of his Approach : 
He himſelf has told us, that before his coming, © there 
ſhall be Signs in the Sun, and in the Moon, and in the 
Stars, and upon the Earth, Diſtreſs of Nations with 
Perplexity, the Sea and the. Wayes roaring, Men's 
Hearts failing them for Fear, and for looking after thoſe 
Things which are coming upon the Earth ; for the 
Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken.” When therefore 
we fee any ſuch Things come to paſs, we ſhould lift 
up our Heads for our Redemption draws nigh : Nor, 
need we to fear, if Chriſt dwells in our Hearts 35 


Faith; if we are rooted and grounded in Love, though 


the Heayens and the Earth fly away, and their Place be 
found no more; for the Lord of Hoſts is with us, and 
Jeſus Chriſt is our Refuge. In whom I am, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your ſincere Well-wrſher, 
R. T. 
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LETTER Cl. 


On a providential Deliverance from Sin.—Remarks og defi 


Taylor on ori ginal Sin. _ 

c 

Lindon, Miles's Tone, rilg, 117, Col 

Dear Sir, e 
OON after I received your laſt F avour, We were o 
viſited by a very alarming Providence; a Fir wn 
broke out in a Sugar Baker's Workhouſe, Part of y 
which communicated with my Brother's Houſe, and = 3 
the Whole was ſeparated from us, only by a Coun: a 
Yard, four or five Yards in Breadth. Three Engines , 18 


played from his Houſe, and another ſtood ready in the 
Dining-Room, in cafe of any unexpected Exigenq I | 
We were all Conſternation and Confuſion ; in the wi 
Hurry, I miſlaid ſome where or other your valuable 158 


Letter, and cannot recover it by any Search. I wih 
you would be ſo kind, as to dire& me once more to the ; 
Magazine, in which your Chronological Obſervation i == 
inſerted ; I ſhall be more particularly pleaſed, to fe — 
Difficulties of this Nature cleared up; becauſe, th urls 
Works of a very celebrated Genius are lately publiſhed = 
in which he very much decries the Chronology and infini 
Hiſtory of the facred Scriptures ; I mean ſome pol 10 
humous Volumes, written by the late Lord Bolingbrote. 115 1 
You will excuſe me, for not making my thank W 
Acknowledgments ſooner. The Objections you ſtarei 1 
and the Anſwers you gave, were richly worth pri ktude 
ſerving; I am truly - ſorry, that the aforementione diftin 
Diſaſter has, I fear, deprived me of them. Have 3 Devi 
no Copy taken for your own Satisfaction? With rel deute 
tion to my intended Work, if it was in your Hands, Wi 5 ©; 


believe, you would not think it expedient to R. 
Than 
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Thing more of the argumentative Kind. I fear, I have 
been too prolix already, and if ever I ſhould be ſo 
happy, as to obtain your Reviſal of it, I ſhould be very 
defirous that you would make very free with the 
Pruning-knife.——-I have no Vindication, but fome 
Excuſe, for my Delay in Writing. I catched ſuch a 
Cold, on the late terrifying Occaſion (being obliged to 
wade through Water, in order to eſcape the Fire) as 
confined me to my Chamber ſeveral Weeks. I men- 
tioned to you Taylor's Treatiſe of Original Sin. As 
you have not ſeen the Work, give me leave to tranfmit, 

as fully as I can recollect, one or two of his Objections 
to the orthodox Opinion. —God is the Maker, the true 
and immediate Maker of all Men, Fob xxxi. 15. Now 
it is impoſſible, that God ſhould make our Nature, and 
yet not make the Qualities, and Propenſities, which it 
has whey made. Therefore, whatever Principles, or 
whatever Seeds are implanted in our Conſtitution, they 
cannot be Principles of Iniquity nor Seeds of Sin; be- 
cauſe, they are all infuſed and planted by our infinitely 
good and haly Creator.—Such Paſſions, Appetites, 
Propenſities, cannot be ſinful, becauſe they are neceſ- 
ary and unavoidable (and that cannot be finful in me, 


which I can no ways avoid, help, or hinder) neither 


can they render us Objects of God's Wrath; for it is 
infinitely abſurd, and highly diſhanourable to God, to 
ſuppoſe he is diſpleaſed at us, for what He himſelf has 


infuſed into our Nature, 
What ſays St. James, « Therewith curſe we Men, 


who are made after the Similitade of God ;"” the Simi- 


litude of God ſignifies thoſe moral Endowments, which 
diſtinguiſh the Poſſeſſor, both from the Brutes and the 
Devils ; and in this Image, or veſted with theſe Quali- 
fcations, Men are made. What then becomes of the 
Doctrine of Original Sin? 

James iii. . 
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St. Paul ſpeaks of People, that had their Under. 
ſtanding darkened, that were alienated in their Minds, 
were Haters of God, c. But this is affirmed of the 
-1dolatrous Heathen : The very Gentiles, according tg 
St. Paul's Account, ſnew the Work of the Law Written 
on their Hearts, their Conſciences meanwhile accuſing 

or elſe excuſing one another. Here then are Heathens, 
who have the Work of the Law, (not barely diſcerned 
by their Underſtanding, but) written on their Heart; 
have both. the Knowledge and the Love of its mori 
Precepts; with an awakened tender Conſcience, ever 
ready to act the Part of an impartial Repraver, or x 
zealous Advocate, and what higher Character can you 
give of your Firſt- rate Believer? They are alſo ſaid to 
do by Nature the Things contained in the Law; an 
irrefragable Proof that our Nature is not ſo 4. 
in Point of Inclination, nor fo diſabled with regard to 
its executive Powers, as the Backup of Oriel din 
ſuppoſes. 2 

Let me requeſt the Favour of your Sentiments upon 

the preceding Objections. Tour mgenious Remarks 
on Deut. xxxiii. 13, Sc. I received; I prize, and [ 
thank you for them; may the gracious God, for a Re- 
compence, lead you farther and farther into the un- 
ſearchable Treaſures of Wiſdom hid in the Scriptures, 
and fill you with all Wiſdom and 1piritual Underſtand- 
ing. I comfort myſelf in chinking, that you do not in 
your Prayers forget, dear Sir, $ 


| Your much obliged, and cl affectionate Friend, 
J. Hexvir, 


LET 


— « & 


— — r — — — * 


— — — — — — —— — — — — 


be no leſs obliged for your free Thoughts, on what 
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LETTE AN : CIL 
On Friendſbip, and on the Scriptures. 


Maſlon-Favell, Dec. 14, 1752. 
Reverend Sir, 


ITT LE did I think, when I recommended to the 
Publick, the Obſervations on—that I ſhould be ſo 


agreeably and amply recompenſed for my occaſional 


Note ; recompenſed with a Letter from the Author; 
which, I aſſure you, was extremely welcome; not only 
on Account of the ſame. Strain of Elegance, which 
runs through and adorns your Book ; but for the Tender 
which it brought me, of a very yaluable Acceſſion to 
the ſmall Number of my Friends.-Your Friendſhip, 
dear Sir, I accept as a Privilege, and ſhall cultivate 
with Delight. Only I muſt in common Juſtice, fore- 
yarn you of one Particular: That your ſocial Inter- 
courſes with James Hervey, will be an Exerciſe of 


Charity, rather than an advantageous Traffick to your- 


ſelf. Beſides other Reaſons, which I might too truly 
aledge for the Support of this Hint, a long continued 
Habit of Indiſpoſition and bodily Weakneſs, has laid a 
heavy Hand on my animal Spirits, which (take my 
Word for it, ſince I hope you will never know it by 
Experience) both cramps the Exertion, and obſtructs 
the Improvement of the intellectual Faculties. You 
remember, however, who has faid, it is more bleſſed 
to L than to receive; which I think, it will hold 
— „when applied either to the Treaſures of the 

ind, or the Riches of Fortune. 

Your Approbation of any Thing in my ſlight Re- 
marks, will give me ſingular Satisfaction; yet I ſhould 


ſhould 
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ſhould have been added, expunged, or altered, Let 
this, dear Sir, be the Firſt-fruits of our Friendſhip, 
Point out my Blemiſhes, and ſupply my Defects. Ap- 
plauſe may be more ſoothing to my Vanity ; but ſuck 
kind Corrections will be more pleafing to my Judg. 
ment, and more ſerviceable to our common Cauſe, It 
is ſcarce probable, that a ſecond Edition ſhould be 
publiſhed, as the fr was numerous 3 but if there ſhould 
be ſuch a Demand, I am ſure, your Animadverſians 
would enrich, and ennoble it. | 

I thank you, for your Reflections on the Scriptures, 
which are perfectly juſt, and peculiarly animated. 
cannot but wiſh, that the Vindication of their Dignity, 
and the Diſplay of their Excellency, had fallen to your 
Share. This, I truſt, is a Service reſerved for your 
Pen; to be drawn, with ten-fold Energy and Success, 
on ſome future Occaſion. And may you, when called 
to ſuch an important Work, be a Veſſel unto Honour, 
ſanctified, and meet for the Maſter's Uſe ! 

I bleſs God for the juſt Notions you form, concern- 
ing the Holy Spirit, and the Neceſſity of his enlight- 
ening Influences ; without which, the Scriptures will 
be a ſealed Book, and even the Word of Life a dead 
Letter. Men of fuperior Abilities too often lean to 
their own Underſtanding, and reje& the Guidance, the 
Teachings, of the Holy Ghoſt. Not becauſe theſe are 
not mentioned, ſiſted upon, promiſed in the Goſpel; 
but becauſe they fancy themſelves capable of compre- 
hending, without any ſupernatural Aid, ra e r 
Ota. But may we, Sir, be ſenſible, ever ſenfible, that 
all our Sufficiency 1s of God ; and not bluſh to be the 
humble Pupils of the heavenly Teacher, who hideth 
theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, but revealeth 
them unto Babes. I am deſirous. of being taught by 
the Labours of learned Men; more defixous of being 
taught by the written Word of Revelation: = 

6 am 
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amidſt all, and aboye all, to be taught of God; or, as 
our Liturgy very boldly, but not improperly, explains 
the Prophet, taught by the Inſpiration of God's Holy 
Spirit. 

I am pleaſed to hear from * ., that you are Gruated 
near that worthy Gentleman Dr. *, whoſe Works 
praiſe him in the Gate ; to whom belongs that noble 
Character, The liberal Perſon deviſeth liberal Things; 
to whom, I truſt, will be made good that incſtimable 
Promiſe, in its fulleſt Extent, * by liberal Things ſhall 
he ſtand.” - They ſhall be his Witneſſes at the Day of 
eternal Judgment, that his Faith in Chriſt Jeſus has 
neither been empty, barren, nor dead When you 


have the Pleaſure of waiting on him, be ſo good as to 


preſent him with my moſt reſpectful Compliments. 
You are not under the leaſt Obligation to me, for 
bearing my Teſtimony to your late Performance. It 
is a Debt which I owe, for the Delight I received in 
peruſing it. I wiſh, it may ſoon come to a ſecond 
Edition: And, if my Atteſtation to its Merit, is a 
Means of introducing 1 it into the Hands of my Readers, 


I don't doubt, but it will do an Honour to my Taſte. 


The Preſent, which you promiſe me, - will be very 
acceptable : But my dear Sir, if you have a Family, or 
your Circumſtances ſhould not be affluent, I beg you 
would not tbink of it. You fee I follow your Example, 
and ſpeak, not as a new Acquaintance, gu as a Boſom 
Friend, 


Should it ever be in my Power to do you any Ser- 
vice, I can ſuggeſt a Method, whereby you might re- 
pay, more than repay the Favour; which is, by taking 
the Trouble of reviſing a little Work, which I have 


upon the Anvil, and beſtowing upon it your free Re- 
marks. A few Touches from your Pen would, if the 


Thing be not incorrigibly bad, very much improve it. 


\ . 
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Had I not ſeen a Diſplay of your Judgment and Dell. 
cacy, in the Obſervations, &c. I ſhould not have afked 
fuch an Inſtance of your F riendſhip: whereas now, I 
cannot but earneſtly deſire it, ſhall highly eſteem it, 
and ſhall very thankfully acknowledge it. 

« Not by Might, not by Strength, but by my Spirit, 
faith the Lord.” And we may truly ſay, not by poliſhed 
Diction, or brilliant Sentiment; not by the Arts of 
. Perſuaſion, or the Force of Reaſoning ; but by God's 
almighty Bleſſing, our Attempts are prevalent, and our 
Books fucceſsful, This is my Comfort, and this my 
Confidence: As an Author, I would aim, fingly am 
at the Glory of my divine Maſter, and the Furtherance 
of his everlaſting Goſpel. Then I would refign the 
Iſſue of my Endeavours wholly to his Providence and 
Grace; who can, © out of the Mouths of Babes and 
Sucklings, perfect his Praiſe,” Nevertheleſs, I would 
by no Means neglect the Recommendations of a grace- 
ful Compoſition. I would be glad to have the Apples 
of Gold, which are the Truths of our holy Religion 
conveyed or ſet in Pictures of Silver. For this we 
have the Genius. of human Nature, which, generally 
ſpeaking, muſt be pleaſed, in order to be profited, For 
this we have the Precedent of the wiſeſt of Men, who 
ſought and found out acceptable Words, even when 
that, which was written, was the Truth of God.—If it 
is conſiſtent with your other Engagements, to oblige me 
in this very ſubſtantial Manner, —Mr. *, who under- 
takes to tranſmit this Letter, has promiſed to convey 2 
little Parcel to your Hands, 

I wiſh you, Sir, what the eloquent Apoſtle ſtyles *, 
ee the Riches of the full Aſſurance of Underſtanding,” 
and turning my Wiſhes into Prayers, take my Leave, 
and profefs myſelf, Rey. Sir, 

Your truly affectionate Friend and Brother, 


J. HgRvir, 


* Sec Colof], ii. 2; 


ww — . 4 


. Fo. . „ ww mw - ˖ mr, Fl. ws” 


— 


oo” JD MY 0 CS 


MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 334 


L'B'T T' ER CIV. 
On Marſhall on Sanf#ification. 


' My dear F riend, 


HE Apoſtle warns us not to be * carried about 
with every Wind of Doctrine.“ —I think Marſhall 
has anſwered great Part of Dr. C* * * 's Letter (ſee 
Page 96, 97, of the 8vo. Edition.)—Pray deſire Dr. 
Cat his Leiſure to ſhew, wherein he ſuſpects 
Marſhall to be unſcriptural.— Vou may depend upon it, 
[ ſhall appeal from the Doctor's Determination, unleſs 
he ſupports 1t &y Scripture.— The Poor and Unlearned, 
generally underſtand the Goſpel better than the accom- 
pliſhed Scholars: becauſe “ it pleaſes God by the 
Fooliſhneſs “ of preaching, to ſave them, that believe.“ 
—God long ago foretold, that but few would under- 
ſtand and receive evangelical Truth. Who hath be- 
leved our Report?“ ſays Jaiab: © Very, very few.” 
To this St. Paul adds; © Not many wiſe, not many 
mighty are called.” The Attributes of the Deity will 
ſtand clear from all juſt Impeachment, if we demonſtrate, 
that his Doctrine is moſt excellently calculated, to humble 
the Sinner, to exalt the Saviour, and promote filial Obe- 
dence.—Let the Objections and Miſapprehenſions of 
ſuch learned and ingenious Men, teach us to diftruſt 
our own Ability; not to lean to our own Underſtand- 
ings, but ſeek more earneſtly for the Spirit of Wildom 
and Revelation. 

Dr. C thinks the Doctrine delivered in Marſhall's 
Book to be inconſiſtent with Scripture; and repugnant. 
to Reaſon, — Whereas, I think it contains the very Mar- 
row of _ 5 conſequently, is Reaſon in its higheſt 


See 1 Cor. i. 21, 
11 
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Refinement. I daily experience it to be the Medicine 
of my better Life, or the moſt fovereign Means to 
comfort the Conſcience and purify the Heart.—If the 
Doctor had Leiſure, I ſhould be glad to hear what x 


Perſon of his fine Senſe and keen Diſcernment could 
fay againſt my favourite Author.— 


Have you any Author of Elegance and Spirit, Who 
has written either a Treatiſe or Sermon on the Subject 
of true * Holineſs, its Nature, its Neceſſity, it 
Excellency? If you could furniſh me with ſuch a Treatiſe 
I would endeavour to put his Diſplays of Holineſs into 
Theron's Mouth; and Appaſio ſhould ſhow the Manner 
of acting, all on evangelical Principles.—Has Biſhop 
Atterbury ſaid any Thing of this Kind, or Fetter in his 
Sermons. I wiſh you would ſearch your own Stock of 
Ideas. Search your moſt admired Arminian Writer, 
and produce the noble Qualities, the important Duties, 
which conſtitute the Dignity or the Happineſs of our 
Nature; and I will undertake, (Iwill attempt, at leaſt) 
to point out the expeditious and eaſy Way to them, all 
on Mr. Marſhall's Plan. 


The Doctor is ſtrangely vague in his Argumentation. 
On the two rt Topicks he does little elſe but ramble; 
the laſt he abſolutely miſtakes. I don't affirm, that we 
have ſufficient Strength. I wonder how He could. /up- 
Poſe this, when he knows it is our Perſuaſion, that we 
have not Power ſo much as cordially to will that, which 
is good. But a Perſuaſion, that God will give us ſuffi- 


See Biſhop Fowler's De/ign of Chriſtianity, or plain Demonſtration 
that the enduing Men with inward, real Righteouſneſs (or true Holi- 
neſs) was the ultimate End of our Saviour's coming into the World; 
and is the grand Intention of his bleſſed Goſpel. Whoever there- 
fore reads Mr. Hervey's late Edition of Marſball on Sands ficalin, 
would do well to read with the ſame Attention, what is ſaid on the 


ſame Subject by Biſhop Fowler. A beautiful Edition of whoſe Work 
my be had at Mr, Rivington's in'St. Paul's Church-Yard, Price 35 


cient 
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dent Strength is the Point we plead for, the Privileges 
to which we ftand intitled by the Goſpel. 

You forgot my dear Friend, to ſend me Jennings on 
Original Sin.— f you think Mrs. is in Want, F 
will very willingly give her two Guineas. Who would 
not give away their Supetfluities for his Sake, who gave 
is very Life for our Sins? Oh that I had alſo Strength 
of Body, that I might ſpend what is more valuable 
than Gold in his facred Service! But forbear my Soul, 
his Will be done.—T hope God may incline your Heart, 
to review the Manuſcripts I ſent you, and ſtrengthen 
your Judgment, to diſcern their Improprieties. I really 
have no Fondneſs to appear again in Print: I had much 
rather decline, what requires any Labour of the Brain. 
But, ſince J have proceeded ſo far in the Work, ſince 
there is ſome Expectation of it, and many Prayers put 
up for it, I cannot be caſy, when J offer to diſcontinue 
it, Do, my dear Friend, give me a little of your 
Time; take ſome Pains in my Behalf; it is the laſt 
Trouble of this Kind I ſhall ever give you. For ſhould 
tis Piece be finiſhed, never, never will I attempt 
mother. Who knows, but if you help me in this 
Work, I may converſe with you, when I am dead; and 
perhaps, a very weak Hint from the Pen of an old 
Friend, may be bleſſed to your Comfort, when he is 
gone hence, and no mo ſeen. Pill then, after then, 
ad for ever, I hope tobe affectionately yours, 


James HERVEv. 
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p. S. Pray let me Hear tlie Iſſue of your Interview - 
with the Gentleman.--I Hope, the God of Wiſdom and 
of Power, will give you an irreproachable Conduct, 
ud a decent Boldneſs. © Why ſhould we be afraid of 
Man, that ſhall die, and the Son of Man, that ſhall be 
u Graſs; and forget the Lord our Maker, who ſtretched 

| Our 


336 MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS; 
out the Heavens, and laid the Foundation of the Earth 
Fear not, you have done nothing in this whole Affair; 
but what, I am verily perſuaded, is pleaſing to Vn, 
whoſe Loving-kindneſs i is better than Life. 

Oh! that it was worth your while to wiſh, and that 
it was ſafe for me to grant, an Abſolution of my Sen 
tence againſt you—but you muſt not come to bear me 
ſo long as the Small-pox is in Northampton, as many 
of my People will be terrified at your Preſence; II 
tell you one good Thing, that was in my Sermon laſh 
Sunday; this Portion * of Scripture, viz. * With the 
Lord there is Mercy, and with Him is plentedus Re 
demption.” And this, all this is for you, my de: 
Friend ; and for thee, my ſinful Soul. Oh let us r- 
<ave the Bleſſings ; let us embrace the Bleſſings ! ! Fe 
it is our gracious Maſter's Will, by theſe ſweet, inviting 
generous Methods, to wean us from a deluding World 
and win us to his bleſſed Self. 


LETTER. CV. 
The Plan of bis Treatiſe on Goſpel Holineſs. 


E 


. and Rebe lr, A 
© U need no Apology for Aelaying your 
my Letter. Fou have a Nedent to plead, whic 
ha if not ſatisfy; 8 me dumb; but I propoſe 
if the. Lord aſſiſt, to be Ann in the future; | 
acknowledging-the Favours receive from my valub 
and valued Laterne, ; 0 * I ſhall alva) 
reckon Mr. * wen | 


+ See Bala cart. 7: | 
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[am much obliged for your very juſt and very im- 

rtant Remarks: They give me ſuch an Idea of your 
Knowledge in the Things of Chriſt, and your Acquaint- 
ance with experimental Religion, that I muſt beg Leave 
Þ lay before you the Plan which I have ſketched out, 
for my Treatiſe on Goſpel Holineſs ; with an earneſt Re- 
queſt, that you will rigorouſly examine it, and freely 
paſs your Judgment upon it : Suggeſting, wherever it 
; improper, the Means of rectifying it; wherever it is 
lefective, a Method for compleating it. 


Tus PLAN. 


Pleaſure and Happineſs of Chriſt's Religion. We 
muſt partake of the Comforts of the Goſpel, before we 
n be fitted to practiſe the Duties of the Law. Theron 
ppreſſed with Fears, on Account of his numerous Sins g 
iſcouraged with Doubts, on Account of his imperfect 
Obedience; the Cordials of the Goſpel are re-admi- 
itred, with ſome additional Spirit and Strength.— 
WHolineſs, Goſpel-Holineſs, its Nature, Neceſſity, Ex- 
ellency.—The Endowments, neceſſary to fit us for the 
Practice of Holineſs ; a Perſuaſion of our Reconcili- 
ation to God, the Hope of everlaſting Happineſs, aud 
n aſſured Expectation of Grace ſufficient for us.— The 
rand Efficient of Holineſs, the bleſſed Spirit; the 
principal Inſtrument, Faith. This renews the Diſpute 
oncerning the Aſſurance of Faith. Objections to it 
ated, diſcuſſed, anſwered. Holineſs more particularly 
lelineated in its ſeveral Branches, and deduced from, 
Ir founded upon, evangelical Principles; ſuch as, I 
eſeech you by the Mercies' of God: © Ye are bought 
ith a Price:“ „“ Je ate the Temples of the living 
0d: «God hath forgiven you,” &c.—All theſe Pri- 
Ueges, though not hereditary, yet indefeaſible; or the 
inal Perſeverance of Believers. . This eminently con- 
Iucive to Holineſs, —T he Seripturss, Prayer, Lord's 
Vox. II. 2 | upper, 
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Supper, when mixed with Faith, are effectual Means of 
Holineſs. Our Friends part, and renew their epiſtolary 
Correſpondence. Theron, deſirous to glorify the God 
of his Salyation, aſks Advice concerning the beſt Me- 
thod of Family-Worſhip, educating Children, inſtruct- 
ing Servants, and edifying his Acquaintance.—On each 
of theſe Particulars Aſpaſio ſatisfies his Inquiry. En- 
larges on the Subject of Education, eſpecially the Edu- 
cation of Daughters, as that ſeems to be moſt neglected, 
or the proper Manner of conducting it leaſt underſtood. 
— Letter on the Covenant of Grace; comprizing the Sub- 
ſtance, and being a kind of Re-capitulation of the pre- 
ceding Volumes.—Letter on the Way of living by Faith 
in the Son of God, or the Way of reducing all the Goſpel 
Doctrines to ſuitable Prattice.—Aſpaſio ſeized with a ſud- 
den and fatal Illneſs. His Sentiments and Behaviour in 
his laſt Moments. | 

This, dear Sir, is my rough Draught. Apply the 
Compaſſes and Plummet : Examine it with your Rute 
and Line. Improve my Plan; aſſiſt me, with your Ad- 
vice and Prayers, to execute the Work; and may the 
great Maſter-Builder enable me to bring forth the Top- 
ftone, for the Honour of his holy Name, and for the 
Edification of his choſen People.—I am, dear Sir, 


ww unfeigned n * Brother in Chriſt, 
| | IJ. HxERVEr. 


N. B. 4 er 7 didnt live to fiſh bis Pla, 
and as be was himſelf. — that he ſhould not, be 
defired. in his Preface to Marſhall on Sanctification, that 
Marſhall might be conſidered as 4 Supplement to Theron 

and Aipaſio, and as-a kind of Subſtitute for what be in- 
teuded to write on the ſame Subject, according to the Plan 
here propoſed. —His. Words are, F do by theſe Preſents 
* Mr. n ee Service. 
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LETTER vi. | 

Several Aalen propeſed to bis Remarks on Bolingbroke; 
Wifton, Feb. 3, 1753. 

Dear Sir 5 
AM greatly obliged for your repeated Favours; and 
truly ſenſible of my Obligations. I have not ackhow- 
ledged them ſo punctually as I ought, but I Hope you 
will excuſe this Neglect, and aſcribe it to the real Cauſe; 
ill! Health and weak Spirits, which cramp my Mind; 
unnerve my Hand; and make me treſpaſs upon the 
Candot of all my Correſpondents. Why did I ſay; I 
bope ? I ſee you dd excuſe me: Of this your laſt Letter, 
tranſmitted to Mr. Me/es Browne, is a clear and pleaſing 
Proof, which I ſafely received, and for which I ſincerely 
thank you as I bleſs the God of Grace, and the God 
of Wiſdom, for giving you ſo friendly a Temper, and 
ſo diſcerning a Judgment: 

The little “ Piece which you have ſo judiciouſly re- 
touched and improved, was not written for publick 
View, but I thought after frequent Prayer to God for 
Direction, and attending to the Workings of his Provi- 
dence, it was his Will that it ſhould be publiſhed. I 
was ſenſible of its many Defects, but upon his Almighty 
Power, I depend for its Uſefulneſs t He can bid even a 
Worm threſh the Mountains, and make his Strength 
perfect, illuſtrious, triumphant, in the moſt abſect Weak- 
neſs: Bleſſed be his holy Name; that the Servants of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the Advocates for his ſacred Cauſe, 
have ſuch an Arm to rely on ! If another Edition ſhould 
be required, I will take Leave to enrich my Piece with 


This little Piece, was Remarks on Lord Boling byokt”s Lettets on 
the uy of the Old Teſtament, 


2 2 | your 


I 


340 MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 


your Remarks; and let me beg of you to favour me 
with your Opinion, in Relation to ſome Additions, 
which I have occaſionally penned, Page 111. after Line 
22. add—But what ſhall we, ſay to a Miſtake in the 
facred Chronology—a palpable Miſtake pointed out by 
his Lordſhip, proved to be ſuch by the Teſtimony of 
profane Hiſtory -- Samaria ſaid to be taken by the King 
of Aſhria, twelve Years after the Mirian Empire was 
no more? For my own Part, I make neither Heſitation 
nor Scruple to reply, if Jaiab and“ Herodotus vary, if 
the Authors of the Kings, the Chronicles, and ſeveral of 
the Prophets, differ from the Greek Hiſtorians, I am 
under no Difficulty in ſettling my Judgment, and taking 
my Side. When profane Writers agree with the ſacred, 
I admit both Accounts; when they diſagree, I reject 
the former and acquieſce in the latter. Nor can I tax 
myſelf with any thing unreaſonable or arbitrary in this 
Proceeding : For ſurely thoſe Writers, who are able to 
foretell future Events, muſt deſerve the Preference in 
relating paſt : Thoſe Witneſſes, who dwelt on the Spot, 
and were perſonally concerned in Affairs, are more to 
to be relied on than thoſe, who lived in a diſtant Country, 
and wrote in a diſtant Age? With regard to the Caſe 
ſpecified by my Lord Bolingbroke, I believe the attentive 
Reader will find the Error, not in the ſacred Chrono- 
logy, but in his Lordſhip's Apprehenſion. The King- 
dom of Afyria was not at that Period no more; but 
like the rf or Scotch Crowns to the Engliſh, united to 
the Babylonian : Of which, when the holy Writers treat, 
they call it ſometimes by one Name, ſometimes by the 
other. 

Page 15, after eftabliſhed—inſert—< If Jaiab ſpeaks 
by divine Inſpiration, when he ſays of the formidable 


* Herodotus does not differ from the Prophet 1/aiah and the Scrip- 
ture Account of the Empire of A/jria, tis Crefiar and Juſtin that 
vary from it. 510 : 
1 Sennacher ih, 
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Sennacherib, The Lord of Hoſts ſhall ſtir up a Scourge 
for him, according to the Slaughter of Midian ; ſurely, 
that memorable Defeat, recorded in the Book of Judges, 
muſt be an undoubted Fact. Could the Spirit, which 
is infallible, give ſuch a Sanction to a Story, which was 
fictitious? When the ſame Jaiab prays in that elevated 
and ardent Strain“ Awake, awake, put on Strength, 
O Arm of the Lord! awake as in the ancient Days, in 


the Generations of old! Art thou not it, that hath ny 


Rabab, and wounded the Dragon? Art. thou not it, 
which hath dried the Sea, the Waters of the great 
Deep? that hath made the Depths of the Sea, a Way 
for the Ranſomed to paſs over?“ Can we reaſonably 


imagine, that the Prophet would plead lying Vanities, 


before the God of Truth? that He would ground his 
own and his Countrymen's Faith, on a popular Ro- 


mance'; or on what my Lord calls, « a purely human 


and therefore fallible”” Narrative? 


Does not the bleſſed Jeſus deſcribe the Manner, and 


illuſtrate the Efficacy of his own Death, by the Serpent 
lifted up in the Wilderneſs, and its all- healing Virtue 
on the wounded Tfraelites ? Does not the holy Apoſtle 


enumerate ſeveral of the moſt wonderful Miracles, 


wrought for the Deliverance, the Preſervation, the 
Chaſtiſement of Jrael, and from theſe Occurrences, 
deduce the moſt important Admonitions; urge the moſt 


forcible Exhortations? Such References, made by ſuch 


Perſons, not only /uppoſe, but prove more than bare 
Allufions, they are alſo Ratifications ; and demonſtrate, 
with an Evidence, clear as the Wiſdom, firm as the 
Faithfulneſs, of an incarnate God, that the Writers of 
theſe Accounts, have neither deceived us, nor were 
deceived: themſelves. Should it be faid, that theſe 
Paſſages are chiefly in the Maſaical Hiſtory, and there- 
fore give no Authority to the other hiſtorical Memoirs; 
[ would aſk, Does not St. Paul, Rom, ii. 2, 3. quote a 
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Paſſage from the Book of Kings * ? Does he not build 
upon the Paſſage as a ſure w indubitable Truth? 


Does he not dignify the Book with what I may term, 
the incommunicable Character in Writing; and ſtyle i it, 
by Way of ſuperlative Eminence, the Seripture? Is it 
not undeniably certain, that the Jewiſh Youths, and 
Timothy among the reſt, were inſtructed in the biforical, 
as well as the prepbetical Volumes of the Old Teſtament 2 


Does not the beſt of Judges recommend all thoſe Vo- 
lumes to our higheſt Eſtimation, by pronouncing them 
holy Writings ? (ve yeaupale,) Does he not clearly 
manifeſt their divine Extras, when he ſo nobly diſplays 
their divine Effects; cc They are able to make thee wile 
unto Salvation, through Faith, which is in Jeſus Chriſt ?? 
What then ſhall we think of Lord Bolinghrake's Decla- 
ration? which I could not read without Grief, and can- 


not tranſcribe without Horror. The Bible Hiſtory 


appears to every one, who reads it without Prepoſſeſſion, 
and with Attention, to be nothing more than a Com- 
pilation of old Traditions, and an Abridgment of old 
Records.” In ſhort, the doctrinal and hiſtorical Parts 
are indiſſolubly, Sc. Page 20, Line 18, aſter the 
Word © Vigilance” and inſtead of the eight following 
Lines, inſert The Number of whoſe Verſes, —eſpe- 


cially in the Pentateuch was computed ; and the Ar- 


rangement of the very Letters, for the Space of many 
Centuries, known ; whether, ' before the coming of 
Chriſt, the Spirit of Prophecy, which confeſſedly exiſted 

in the Jewiſh Church t. was net ſufficient to prevent, 


1 0 o 


® x r vii 32. 


4 This is a Fact aſſerted by every ancient Prophet, and by Amel 
all the ſacred Hiſtorians.” A Fact, confirmed by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles; unanimouſly atteſted by the earlieſt Jeroſb Writers: 


Neither diſproved nor contradicted, nor ſo much as queſtioned, by 
any N Author. Ang if all this does not amount to a 
4 Proper 
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or elſe ſure to detect, any corrupt Innovations; whether, 
after the Coming of Chriſt, the jealous Eye which the 
Jews and Chriſtians had on each other, was not an un- 
ſurmountable Bar againſt any material Alterations. | 


Page 21, Line 2. after * Compoſition” — 0 
« Though we ſhould reſcue our ſacred Books from. the 
Imputation of ſpurious Additions, this will nor, with 
my Lord at leaſt, either eſtabliſh or retrieve their Cha- 
racter; they contain, he ſays, a very imperfe& Ac- 
count of the Mraelites themſelves, of their Settlement 
in the Land of Canaan, of which by the Way they 
never had entire, and ſcarce ever peaceable Poſſeſſion, 
—The facred Narrative is a ſummary Account of the 
Jewiſh Affairs; but is it therefore to be cenfured.as an 
imperfe? Account? It is an Epitome, rather than 2 
complete Hiſtory ; but has it not all the Qualities of a 
perfect Epitome ? Thoſe particular Facts are ſelefed, 
which have a more eſpecial Reference to the Intereſts 
of Religion, and the Kingdom of the Meſſiah : 
which the divine Providence is moſt eminently con+ 
ſpicuous; and from which Mankind may be moft effec. 
tually edifed.—Inſtead of finding Fault with the Writers, 
for not being copious, when their profeſſed Aim was to 
be conciſe, a true Critic would rather admire the Felici 
of their Narration. Which, though a foreign Hiſtor 
of the remoteſt Antiquity, relating to a People of the 
moſt ſingular Manners, and peculiar Cuſtoms, expretſed 


proper Proof, what proper Proof can be given af any Tranfa&ion, 
that paſſed in'a remote Age ? 

The Argument mentioned above will receive additional Strength; . 
if conſidered in Connection with that ſolemn Charge, Nat to add 
nor diminiſh. Dent. iv, 2. Prov. xxx, 6. and. with the Cuſtom ob- 
ſerved by the Prophets, of referring People far a Solution of theip 
religious Doubts, to the written Word. For, would Men of the 
prophetical Character, allow a Book full of ſpurious Additions ? 2 
we they direct the well-diſpoſed,/-to ſuch fallacious Guides 2. 
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CY 


in an. obſolete, dead Language, and compriſed in the 
ſhorteſt Compaſs, is nevertheleſs - ſo dete fo intelli- 
gible, and ſo very ſatisfactory. | 


But they contain a very imperfect e of the 
ac Settlement in Canaan.—ls it poſſible for a 
erſon, who has read the Book of  Foſbua, to adyance 
ſuch a Poſition ? Was ever any T hing of the Kind de- 
ſcribed more minutely, or with greater Accuracy ? 
Here. we have the general Diſtribution. of the Land, 
and the Extent of each particular Allotment. The 
Borders of the ſeveral Dixiſions are marked out, as 
with a Line, and the Cities in the ſeveral Cantons, 
mentioned by Name. In ſhort, this whole Tranſaction 
| is ſo circumſtantially diſplayed, that ſome Readers, 
agrecing with my Lord in their Difaffection to the 
Bible, but diametrically oppoſite in their Taſte of Lite- 
rature, have thought it particulariſed even to Tediouſ- 
heſs.— However, this Particularity of Deſcription was 
highly expedient, not only to, ſuperſede any ſuch, Ob- 
5d. as his Lordſhip has raiſed, but alſo to aſcertain 
Van unalterable Standard, the Boundaries of the 
Tribes; to prevent any Encroachments upon the In- 
heritance of each other; and to demonſtrate: the won- 
derful Agreement, between the ancient Prediction of 
7 the more recent Prophecy of Moſes, and the 
ituation, the, Limits, the Produce of the Territories “, 
reſpectively aſſigned to the patriarchal Families, 


®* Taco foretold, That Zebulun ſhould dwell at the Haven of the 
Sea, whoſe Portion actually lay on either Side of the Sea of Galilee, 
and extended to the Mediterranean.—Meſej foretold, that the Lord 
ſhould dwell between Benjamin's Shoulders, or the Temple be placed 


at the Extremity of his Borders.-But I would refer my Reader to 


Sen. xlix. and Deut. xxxiii. In which Chapters, compared with the 
diſtinguiſhing Circumſtances of the ſeveral Tribes, he will diſcern a 


moſt ſurpriſing Spirit of Prophecy; planning out, with Preciſion, 


what was afterwards determined' by Lot; and foreſhewing, with 


Exactneſs, what was not come into Exiſtence, 


r. 
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The J/raelites, it is added, never had entire, and 
ſcarce ever peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Land. This, 
my Lord imagines, muſk imply an Inconſiſtency be- 
tween the divine Promiſe and the Iſſue of Things: 
Therefore, to animadvert upon it, he digreſſes from 
his Subject. But how will his Lordſhip's Animadver- 
ſion comport with the Teſtimony of Joſhua ? Juſt as 
well as Light conſiſts with Darkneſs. The Lord gave 
unto rae), all the Land which he ſware to give unto 
their Fathers; and they poſſeſſed it, and dwelt therein. 
And the Lord gave them Reſt round about, according 
to all that he ſware unto their Fathers.” Joſbua xxi. 


43, 44. Is it not demonſtrable, from Joſbug's topo- 


graphical Draught of the Country, and from the Habi- 
tations allotted to the ſeveral Tribes, that they. poſſeſſed 
the Bulk of the Land? What little remained in _ 


Occupation of the Canaanites, bore no more P 


tion to the Heritage of. Mael, than the Addition fo a 
Fringe, or the Inſertion of a Loop, bears to the Whole 
Dimenſions of the Garment. That they poſſeſſed all 
this, and that they poſſeſſed no more, were Circum- 
ſtances equally conſonant to the prophetic Declarations 
of Scripture. The one, a punctual Execution of the 
Minatory ; the other, an evident Accompliſhment of 
the Promiſſory. He that ſaid to their pious Progenitor, 
« Lift up now thine Eyes, and look from the Place 
where thou art, Northward, and Southward, and Eaſt- 
ward, and Weſtward; for all the Land which thou 

ſeeſt, to thee. will I give it, and to thy Seed for ever *,” 
Cen. xiii. 14, 15. The ſame faid unto their degenerate 
Offspring, “ Elſe if ye do in any wiſe go back, and 
cleave unto the Remnant of theſe Nations, even theſe 


For ever, is evidently promiſed, on Condition of their Obedi- 
ence. Whereas, in Caſe of Diſobedience, the very Reverie is 


| threatened, . iv. = 26, 
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that remain among you; know for a Certainty, that 
the Lord your God will no more drive out any of theſe 
Nations from before you,” Juſbua xxiii. 1 2, 13. My 
Lord muſt forget this laſt Particular, or neglect to 
compare it with the preceding; otherwiſe he would 
have ſeen in theſe Prophecies and their correſponding 
Events, a ſignal Manifeſtation of God Almighty's 
Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Faithfulneſs: Goodneſs, in giving 
what he gave, Juſtice i in withholding what he withheld, 
and Faithfulneſs in both Diſpenſations. 

As for peaceable Poſſeſſion we have already heard 
ine Witheſs of Joſbua, a very ſufficient Witneſs, one 
would preſume, as he was Generaliſſimo of the Fewiſh 
— and Superintendant-General of the Affair. 
However, let us ſearch the Records of the Nation, 
here we meet with long Periods of Peace, under the 
Government of their firſt" illuſtrious Commander, and 
under che ſubſequent Adminiſtration of their Judges: 
Thie Land had Reft from War,“ Job. xiv: 15. 
The Land had Reft forty Tears, Judges iti. 11, 
<.'The Land had Reſt eighty Years,” Judges iii. 30. 


We find the ſame Face of public Repoſe, in the Reigns 


of David and Solomon, Aſa and Feboſhaphat ; and not 
of one only, but of every righteous and religious King; 


ar, if Peace departed for a Seaſon, Victory ſupplies its 
Place, and Succeſs crowned their Arms.—The Bleſſing 
of national Tranquility, was never promiſed to the 
Fraelites abſolutely, but upon Condition of Fidelity to 
their: Almighty Sovereign. Whenever they were en- 
titled to it, by Virtue of this Promiſe, and their cor- 


reſponding Obedience, they never failed to enjoy it. 


Whenever they forfeited their Title, either by revolting 
to Kolatry, or confiding in Idolaters, they were con- 
ſtantly puniſhed with inteſtine Commotions, or foreign 
Thvaſion: What ſhall we infer from hence ? a Conclu- 


fion any Way prejudicial to che facred Annals? Noz 


but 
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but greatly to their Glory. From hence it | 
that they are indeed the Annals of Heaven: A Regiſter,” 
not merely of political Conduct, but of divine Diſpen- 
ations; The awful and important Memoirs of-a real 
Theocracy, in which, according to the emphatical Lane 
guage of Jaiab, The Lord was their Judge, the Lord 
was their Lawgiver, the Lord was their King.” : 
But theſe Facts, my Lord. complains, are : related i in 
z confuſed Manner. To which I anſwer, We have. 
each Reign in the proper Order of Time; The Pa- 
rentage of the Sovereign is ſpecified, and his general 
Character given. We are informed at what Age he 
aſcended the Throne, and how long he ſwayed the 
Sceptre; Who were the eminent Perſons, and what the 
remarkable Incidents, which diſtinguiſhed his Govern- 
ment? how he died, and where he was buried. I this: 
Confuſion ; where then ſhall we look for regular. 
Arrangement? Perhaps his Lordſhip means the inter- 
changeable Narration of Occurrences, in the Kingdom 
of Judab, and the Kingdom of rael. This, 1 own,” 
is obſerved in the latter Parts of the ſacred Hiſtory. 
But this can no more be called Confuſion, than the 
Diſpoſition or varying Colours in ſome. beautiful Piece 
of Maſaic, can be called Irregularity. It is rather a 
fine Contraſt, or that pleaſing Diverſification in the 
Series of Hiſtorical Writing, which my Lord's poetical 


Friend ſo juſtly admires in the Decorations of a rural 
Seat: | 


Here Order i in — you ker 
W here all Things di * and * all agree. 


Pors. 


Page 61 to Line I9, appel J ſubjoin the following 
Note. —Joſbug and Samuel wrought Miracles: Jaiah | 
and Jeremiab foretold future Events. Though it is not 
; Ng certain, that all the ſacred Hiſtorians were 
| | ey Prophets, 
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Prophets, yet it is highly probable; from 1 Chron. xxix, 
29. This, however, is unqueſtionable, that their 
Writings were reviewed and approved by Men of pro- 
phetical Gifts, and the Approbation of ſuch Judges, 
muſt give a Sanction, little inferior to the Authority, 
which their own Compoſitions would claim. 


Page 71, at the Top of the Page add—My Lord 
tells us, That the Scripture Hiſtory contains an 
Account of the Diviſions and Apoſtacies, the Repent- 
ances and Relapſes, Triumphs and Defeats of the 
Jfraelites, under the occaſional Government of their 
Judges, and under that of their Kings, and of the 
Galilean and Samaritun Captivity.” Whether this is 
mentioned by Way of Derogation, let the judicious 
Reader determine. I would beg Leave to obſerve, that 
theſe Occurrences, related in the ſcriptural Manner, 
with a continual Regard to the ſuperintending Hand of 
Providence, are ſome of the moſt weighty and intereſt. 
ing Materials, that can enrich the hiftorical Page. 
None ſo well calculated to teach Nations, to admoniſn 
Kings, and improve Poſterity.— His Lordſhip might 
have faid, with the utmoſt Veracity; and, I think, in 
common Juſtice, he ought to have ſaid: They contain 
alſo, the moſt unparalleled Inſtances of national Succeſs, 
and perſonal Atchievements; the moſt beautiful and 
affecting Pictures of Virtue, delineated through all its 
Branches, in a Multiplicity of living Characters; than 
which nothing can be better accommodated, to excite 
the Attention, and charm the Imagination; to touch 
the Heart, and impreſs the Paſſions; to inflame them 
with the Love, and mould them into the Image of 
univerſal Holineſs. Here we behold a People always 
deſtitute of Cavalry, the main Strength of the Battle; 
yet always a Match, and more than a Match, for their 


moſt powerful Adverſaries, ſo long as they maintained 
a dutiful 
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2 dutiful Reliance on their God: A People, who left 
their Frontiers naked and defencelefs, at three ſtated 
Solemnities in every Year ; yet never were invaded, at 
this critical Juncture, by their moſt vigilant Enemies, 
ſo long as they perſiſted in Obedience to their Almighty 
Protector: a People, whoſe very Land, as well as its 
Inhabitants, was -wonderful ; both the Scene and the 
Subject of Miracles: For, after five Years uninter- 
mitted. Tillage, (which, one would imagine, ſhould 
have exhauſted its prolific Powers) it yielded conſtantly 
a double Increaſe, in order to ſupply the Demands of 
the ſucceeding Year; when, by the divine Appoint- 
ment, all was to lie fallow and uncultivated. Here we 
behold Men of fuch ſingular and exalted Piety, that 
they walked with God, and were tranſlated into the 
Realms of Glory, without paſſing through the Gates 
of Death : Men of ſuch undaunted Courage, that they 
have rebuked Princes, confronted angry Monarchs, and 
ſmiled at the ſevereſt Menaces of a Tyrant, whoſe bare 
Frown has made the World to tremble : Men of ſuch 
heroic Abilities, that one of them has ſlain his Hun- 
dreds; another of them has put his Thouſands to 
Flight ; and both by the moſt contemptible Weapons : 
2 third without any Weapon, has given Chace to the 
roaring Lion, and the ranging Bear; and rent them to 
Pieces, or ſmitten them to the Earth : Men, that haye 
been empowered to ſhut or open the Sluices of the 
Sky; have commanded the Ground to expand her 
horrid Jaws and ſwallow up the Living; or bid the 
Grave unlock her adamantine Doors, and reſtore the 
Dead : Men who have walked amidft the burning fiery 
Furnace, as compoſed in their Spirits, and as ſecure in 
their Perſons, as if ghey had been taking the Air in 
ſome calm, ſequeſtred, ſhady Bower. In a Word, here 
is a Detail of ſuch marvellous Things, as no Eye hath 
ken performed in any other Nation under Heaven — 
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Ear bas heard related by any other Annaliſt or Biogr4: 

pher whatever; and; though they are the very Sandtity 

of Truth; yet ſuch as never entered into the Imagina- 

tion, even of Romance itſelf to conceive *; My Re. 

Tour Opinion with relation to the preceding Para- 

graphs, will be received as a Favour, and attended, ] 

hope, with a Bleſſing.—I find, I am blamed, for ani- 

madverting on his Lordſhip's Style, (Page 36.) For 

not giving his Lordſhip the Title of Noble, not treating 
him with a Reſpect ſuitable to his Dignity. I have 

treſpaſſed, it is farther alledged, againſt the.Rules of 
Candour and Benevolence, Page 33, 34, and Page 68. 

I know you have a large Share of Patience, may the 
Lord Jeſus (of whoſe Fulneſs his Saints receive, even 
Grace for Grace) multiply upon you, both this, and 
every other Fruit of the Spirit! Pray, what do you 
apprehend to be the preciſe Meaning of St. Paul's 
Expreſſion ex Wig tog £15 wirt. — Romans i. 4 From | 
Faith to Faith,” as it is tranſlated. _. = | 


I I ſhould be much obliged, if you would let me know, 

what are ſome of the moſt valuable Books, which you 
have met with on various Subjects of Importance ? 
What little Treatiſe is moſt proper to put into the 
Hands of illiterate People ? What are - ſome of the 
moſt judicious and improving Compoſitions in Biogra- 
phy ?—What the moſt ſound and weighty Authors, 
that might be recommended to -a young Student in 


For, aſk now of the Days that are paſt, which were before thee, 
ſince the Day that God created Man upon the Earth; and aſk from 
one Side of Heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any 
ſach: Thing, as theſe great Things are, or hath been heard like 
them,” Dex, iv. 32. This, though ſpoken of the Miracles wrought 
in Egypt, and the Wonders manifeſted in the Wilderneſs, is appli- 
cable to almoſt the, whole Tenour of the Scriptural Hiſtory. 

1 Divi- 
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Divinity :: Lou ſee I am always in the begging Strain, 
che Language of my Letters, is like the Horſe Leeches 
two Daughters, Give! Give l- All I can do, by W J 
of Return, is to beſeech the King immortal, inviſible, 
the only wiſe God, to give. you: all ſpiritual Bleſſings 
in heavenly Things.— To do this, with all the Ability 
which God ſhall beſtow, will be as truly * * as 
it is juſtly due from, Dear Sir, 


Your much Fan and very affectionate Friend. 


Jaws Heaver. , 
LETTER CVIL © 
Remarks on various Subjefts, 


oo 12. 
My dear Friend, : 


Will take a Hundred of Jents's Every Man': s wh 
Companion, for my Mind is not altered, ſince I'pr6- 
miſed this; — nor my Charity-Purſe drained. —"Tis a 
uſeful Book to give away. »4 
I am glad Fenks's Meditations ſell, and I hopey che 
Lord will make them a Bleſſing to the Reader: Tis 
pity they cannot be contrived in leſs than two Volumes, 
Octavo. | 
Does Mr. * ite Anraſeiaint 5 rake your 
friend Dr. Young's Advice t: c 


Retire, and read his Bible to be gay. 


Does Mrs. *** want it? You ſhould teach her to 
delight in God, and to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus. A 


Lee the Note in the LXXXIIId. Letter. + See Letter XC. 
| this Yolume, 


1. = oi certain 
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certain Gentlewoman in Miles's-Lane, whom you once 
reproved, has been taught to find her Conſolation, not 
in the Entertainments of the Stage, but in the aſſured 
Hopes of Heaven. 

Have you given liberally to the Poor? Afﬀk your 

Heart, whether you gave out of Love to your dying 
Saviour? Was this the Motive? It would then be 
aniverſally influential ; and you would think you could 
never do enough for his Honour. 
If an Earthquake ſhould happen, aſk Mr. ***, (that 
Advocate for the Theatre) if he would like to be found 
in the Play-Houſe, and go from the Boxes, or Pit, 
to the great Tribunal ? Indeed, Indeed the Stage * is 
indefenſible. 

Thanks for delivering my Meſſage. I wiſh you a 
ſafe Return, and the continual Guidance of Heaven, 


i Your's moſt cordully, 
My Meſſenger waits, 5 
pardon Haſte, J. H. 


* See Law's abſolute Lalaufulneſt of the Stage fully demonſtrated. 
—And likewiſe Witherſpooz's Serious Inquiry into the Nature and Effet 
2 the Stagr, being an Attempt to ſhew, that contributing to the 

upport of a Pablic Theatre is inconſiſtent with the Character of a 
Chriſtian, This was reckoned by Mr. Hervey the moſt maſterly 
Piece ever printed on the Subject. Twas wrote. by the ſame Gen- 
tleman who publiſhed the valuable Z/ay on the ConneAion between the 
Doctrine of Juſtification and the imputed Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift, 
and Holingfs of Life—He wrote likewiſe The CharaFerifticr, which 
have been much admired for the Keenneſs of the Satire, and Liveli- 
neſs of the Picton 
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LETTER CVIII. 
The Plan of Theron and Aſpaſio. | 


W:Ron- Favell, May 19, 1783. 
Dear Sir, * 
Have lately been ſomewhat buſied in preparing a 
Sermon to be preached before the eu © at out 
Archdeacon's Viſitation : and to my weak Nerves, and 
languid Spirits, a little Buſineſs is a Toil. A Com- 
mentator, with whom I wiſh you may long be unac- 
quainted, has taught me the Meaning of Solomon's De- 
ſeription, © The Graſshopper ſhall be a Burden.” 
This, I hope, will apologize for my Delay, in anſwer- 
ing more your laſt very obliging Favour—More 
fully, I fay, becauſe, in a former Letter, T acknowledged 


the Receipt of a Parcel with your Remarks. Let me- 


once more, dear Sir, return my ſincereſt Thanks for 
thoſe judicious and delicate Obſervations. They are ſo 
valuable, that I cannot but be very deſirous to have the 
other Parts of my propoſed Work, undergo the fame 
Scrutiny, and receive a Poliſh from the ſame Hand. 
If this kind Office will not too much interrupt your own 
Studies, give me a Permiſſion to ſend another Packer ; 
and withal a Direction, how I ſhall tranſmit it to you 
moſt expeditioully. | 

You will eaſlly perceive, from Greral Hints, perhaps, 
from the whole Tenour of my Writing, that your new 


Your Sentiments in ſome Particulars, may differ from 
mine. Freely object, whetever this is the Caſe : I 


aſſure you, Lean bear, I ſhall delight to have my No: 
tions ſiſted. Nor am I ſo attached to any favourite 


Scheme, but I can readily telinquith it, when Scripture 
Vor, II Aa 


. 


Friend is, what People would call a moderate Calviniſt. 


and Reaſon convince me it it vrong.— When I ke 2 | 
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and learned Men, forming Opinions different from 
mine, I hope it will make me diffident of my own 
Judgment; teach me © not to lean to my own Under- 
ſtanding ;” and prompt me to apply more earneſtly, 
for that bleſſed Spirit, __ Office it is, © to lead into 
all Truth.“ 

I ſhall be glad to 3 that the Work you have in 
Hand is going on with Expedition. What a Privilege 
will it be, and what adiſtinguiſhing Favour, if the great 
eternal God vouchſafes to make Uſe of our _ to 
bring any Glory to his Name, or impart any ſpiritual 
Good to his People! To no Occaſion is the wiſe Man's 
Exhortation more applicable « Whatſoeyer thy Hand 
findeth to do, do it with all thy Might; for there is no 
Work, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom; in 
the Grave, whither thou goeſt.“ -I have a Treatiſe in- 
titled, Dr. Hildrop's “ Huſoandman' Spiritual Com- 

jon ; but never read a Page i in it, nor ever heard 2 
Character of it. 1 have a Diſcourſe upon the ſame 
Subject, amongſt, the Writings of Mr. Flavel; it is 2 
long Time ſince I ſaw it, and then I only dipped into 
it, ſo that I cannot pretend to give a Character of it: 
Only I think, in general, that Flavel abounds with fine 
Sentiments, exalted Piety, and his Lan 2, for ol 
moſt Part, is expreſſive and beautiful. d +, | 
Poſſibly you will wonder tllat I ſhould have bad he 
| Treatiſe you inquire after ſo long, and not have peruſed 

à lingle Page of the Book; and ydu juſtly might, in 1 
Caſe I had h it: But it came to me by Iuberitance. 
My Study is compoſed of the Books, that were collected 
By. my Father, :and-Grand-father : Among which there 
are Miakieudes, to which I ſhall continue a Stranger, as 

18 as Enes though they: Ra ar my Right-hand 
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and my Left every Daya want th be better acquainted- 
with-God's \boty Nn to have its ineftimable Truths" 
lodged” in my Memory. its heavenly Doctrines im- 
preſſed upon ttty Heart that my Tempers may takes 
their Faſhion from it that my private Converſution 4 
may be ſeaſoned th ĩt, and my publick Miniſtrations i 
enriched by it. Thus, or. Sir, 05 the Sus of 
Chriſt well in us richly! © 85 

Will you give me Leave to lay Tere WY Flas of 
the Work? (Part of which has already received, and the 
Remainder humbly requeſts, your improving Touches) 
—viz. Sincere Obedience not ſufficient for our Juſtif- 
cation The Deſign of God's Law, to convince of Sin, 
and bring to Chriſt Some further Objections urged 
and anſwered: The whole ſummed up. Our Friends 
part, but agree to corre ſpond. Theron more attentively 
obſerving his Heart and Life, is convinced of his guilty 
State; and begins to ſee the Neceſſity of a better 
Rightevuſnefs than his own ; deſires to ſee what can be 
aledged in Support of the Imputation of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs. This occaſions ſome Letters from 9 5 
wherein the Point is proved, from the Articles and 
Homilies of out Church; from the Writings of our 
moſt” eminent Divines; from the Old and New Teſta- 
ment.— The Excellency of this Righteouſneſs diſplayed, 
both from'its matchlefs PerfeRtion, and the Dignity of 
the Author. A Letter or two from Theron, by Way of 
carrying on the epiſtolary Intercourſe, relating to the 
Wonders of Creation, as they appear both in the . 
and on the Land ; chiefly calculated to manifeſt 
Goodneſs of the Creator, not without a View to the 
main Subject. The Influence of this Righteouſneſs, on 
moral Virtue and evangelical Holinefs—Our Friends 
brought together again. Theron, under diſcouraging 


Ar Freeneſs of Grace, and of the 


Gift or es ptr Faith, by which 
Aa? | 1 
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W are united to Chriſty, and; intereſted in his; Right... 


ouſneſs . The noble, beneficial, and. delightful” Uſe. to 
be made of this Nocttine Theron relapſes into Sins bf 
lofirmity ; His Faith ſhaken : Supports proper for, fuck 
2 Statte—Sandttification ; its Nature, its Principles, its 
Progreſs. —Fþafio ſeized with a ſudden and fatal Ich: 
his Sentiments and Behaviour in his laſt Moments, 
Theſe, dear Sir, are the Stamina of my. intended 
Piece. Ohl that He, who educes ſo many Millions of 
elegant. Leaves, lovely Flowers, and rei Plants, 
from the Seeds of Spring, may enable this enfeebled 
Hand to dilate, fill up, and finiſh the Whole 
As ſoon as I conclude. this Epiſtle, I write: to a very 
ingenious Friend of your's : With whom, ſeveral Years 
ago, I had begun to form an Acquaintance } but my 
N from Oxferd, and other Accidents, inter- 
ed the Intercourſe for ſeveral Years. And I was 
informed, to my.unfeigned Sorrow, that Mr. ** * was 
dead. But à Letter lately received from him, moſt 
agreeably undeceived me, and brought a very welcome 
Overture for a Renewal of our Correſpondence.— God 
Almighty grant, that all our ſocial Communication may 
be a happy Means, not only of cheriſhing our Affection, 
and refining our Taſte, but alſo of quickening our Love 
to the bleſſed Jeſus, and animating our Zeal for his 
dacred Intereſts ;., or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes my Wiſh, 
Wich an Energy which no Language but his own can 
reach, that they may be ſubſervient and effectual «; 
ape ehe ae, N xa Nu t 
One or two Articles I forgot, in exhibiting to you 
my Plan. But this will direct where they are to be 
introduced. The Corruption of our Nature, demon- 
ſtrated, firſt, from Scripture, then from Experience. 
Between which, to relieve or entertain the Reader, 15 
inſerted a Dialogue on the admirable Formation and 


© ®- Se Page 335. 
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CEconomy of the Human Body.” The Viſitation Ser- 
mon I mentiohed in the Beginning though perfectly 
plain and artleſs, is in the Preſs : It will wait upon you 
in the next Parcel, as ſoon as I-Rave the Favour of your 
Anſwer. It is printed for the Relief of a poor afflifted 
Child, as a ſhort Advertiſement will inform the World. 
The Perſon, to whoſe Management it is cquligned, 
informs me, chat he has given Wen an Impreſſio 
of two. thouſand ; beſi 4 MOT which I 
have beſpoke for "ye 000 this ſtance rc 

commend. it to your es and ny Friend Dr. 
I may now no longer upon t as a Diſcourſe 
delivered os but as an Agent for the . M, 
and 3 for the Diſtreſſed: I auld therefore 
be very glad, 1 obliged, if he would, (in Caſe 
he approves the ie 
in order to give 2 Of this he may be aſſured, 
that, by every ane, o which he ſhall © diſpoſe, he will 
do a of Charity to a diſcaſed and cxippled Youth ; 
and I ſhall not ccaſe to oor we: gd of infinite 
Goodneſs may accompany. * the Piece, with his dipinc 
Blefling, a . Ck wn A Th harity 
to the Reader's Soul, —Be pleaſed. rg, preſent. my moſt = 
reſpectful Compliments to "he Doctor; and give me 
Leave. to expect, not à Line, but a Sheer with 
your Thoughts, Then I ſhall promiſe myſelf one Thing 
more, that you will, in the Speed of your Favours, as 
wel) as in che Worth of its Contents, exceed, preatly 
exceed, Dear Sir, 

5 Your truly dittiawnee, he" 

cf nar | and very much oligt Piel, 
a 8 James Hanvey, 


A Viſitation CNW intitled, The Orofi of Chrif the Chrifi 
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AM pleaſed | not „lde 10 7 a Lady of your fine 
Senſe Aae Years, declare, That an Inquiry, 
1 to everlaſting Salvation, ** has taken up much 
of her Thoughts.” Let me intreat you to go on, and 
Imitate that excellent Woman, whoſe Panegyric' is ut- 
tered by Wiſdom and Truth itſelf : * Mary hath choſen 
\ that better Pate v which ſhall not be taken from her.” 
ae inquire, « Whether the Elec of Cod h ave not 
an imward Aturince that 5 ſhall be ſaved ?”—Your 
0 Caſuiſt takes Leave to anſwer the Queſtion, by aſking 
«afiother.'® Why Took not you and I, Madam, have 
R$ Ae} it fot a 'Blefling, Intended for 
Chriſtiane an 12 Know,“ ſays the Apoſtle, 
1 chat We. a paſſed; from Death unto Life.” "He fays 
not J and fore gebe rd but we; including thoſe 
Believers to whom he 4-073,” thoſe,” among whom He 
"preached; und all thoſe, , who hereafter yy heller, 
"through ki ae 
Is not᷑ this a moſt deſirable Knowledge On S uber 
Hand, can any Thing be more afflicting, chan a State 
of S. uſpenſt with regard to this all-important Affair; 
To be in Suſpenſe whether my final Lot will fall, in the 
Regions of endleſs Miſery, or the Manſi ions of eternal 
Glory? —Inſupportable Can it be the Will of our 
moſt indulgent Creator, that we ſhould ſpend our Days, 
in this ſad Uncertainty and  aiftreſſmg — ?—Im- 
poilibiet 
But have we 2 Warrant for this Afurance We 
Bere the Je of Warrants, the Gift of God. I your 
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good Father gives you a Pair of Diamond Ear- Rings, 
or (which, rightly improved, wilÞbe much more orn. 
mental) a neatly printed Bible; do not you look upon 
this as a ſufficient Warrant to call theſe Preſents your 
own ?: Do not you reſt fully aſſured that by Virtue f 
your Parent's Gift, they are your unqueſtionable Pro: 
perty.— Perhaps you will ſayy where has God Almighty 
done any Thing like this? where has he given Salva- 
tion or Life eternal to me ge pleaſed to conſult ⁊ St. 
John v. 11.“ and you will find an Anſwer; which, I 
hope, will r N ſatisfactory and highly de- 
lightful. 

Is this e to me To you, Madam; to the 
young Ladies of your Acquaintan@, and to every one, 
who reads it. Life eternal is given, juſt as the Manna 
was given in the Wilderneſs. + The Manna, which each 
hungry Jr aelite might gather, and eat it. Life eternal, 
that every poor Sinner may receive and enjoy it. But 
I have ng Merit, nothing to deſerve it. — Then you have 
juſt as Ach the all-gracious God requires. With- 
out Money, and without Price,” is his bountiful Deela- 
ration. Freely and abſtracted from all Deſerts, ate his 
generous Terms. Vou have 0 Merit, Madam, and 
J have leſs than none. But has our divinely excel - 
kat, Redeemer nothing meritorious. For his Sake, this 
magnificent and glorious Gift is conſerred. Not we 
ourſelyes,- but Jeſus Chriſt * Saen * obtained 
eternal Redemption for WP. 

May I then aſſuredly alieve, that God 1 panel 


* 2 


Life to me ?—May you glorify God's, Truth? may you 


2988 Grace ? may you glorify the Death and Obe - 
nce of his beloved Son.? If ſo, then you may, you 
ought, it is your Privilege and your Duty, to believe, 
that God Almighty freely gives to you eternal Liſe. 
1, And this is the Record, thay God ich ee rr 
Life; and this Life is in his Son.“ 0 Bas 4s 
10 Aa 4 When 
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Wben you receive this Gift, look upon it as your 
Portion lye in the moſt comfortable Expectation of 

itz; relying on nothing vaulable in yourfef,) but depend- 

ing entirely upon the faithful Promiſe of Him, who can- 
not lie. Then you will feel your Heart inchned to love 
your moſt adorable enefactor chen you will ſtudy to 
Pleaſe Him in all you Converſation j—then'you will be 
truly hoy. All which i is, with IIA led 
* the amen 2 6 


Moſt obedient Servant, 
* AMES Fun,. 


N 
* p 7 
. . 


LETTER, EX... 


A Gio be vi. 3, and Miſrelancoyy Remarks 
8 ; aun, Tard er 18, 1753. 
der Si g 
Haye now ſuns: Franks, ad leſt the Wine 
of this Vehicle ſhould retard the Delight and Im- 
provement, which I always receive from your Correſ- 
nee, I take Leave to encloſe one, 4 your 

Uſe, but my Benefit. 
I received the Parcel, and owe you ay Fhaiſts for 
the Preſent. I woader, that you ſhauld be backward 
to gratify Mr. . Certainly, you have Truth on your 
Side. The Arguments are nerypus and” conchuſive ; 
elearly and (for the moſt Part) conciſely ſtated, urged 
with Propriety, and a becoming Warmth ; yet without 
any of that Wrath of Man, which worketh not the 
Righcrouſnek of God; but rather {for 1 apprehend, 
there is a h in the Expreſſion) obſtruts its Advance, 
boch in ourſelves and others. HI was in your Caſe, : 
| woul 
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would let my Arrow fly, as far as Providenee is pleaſed 

to carry it: And I beſeech the bleſſed God to proſper 
ir, char ir ray give a mortal Blow to Error, and co- 
operate with his own holy Word, in being profitable 
wpo; cx Nom I mention Mr. * *, pray let me 
defire you to aſk, when you write to him again, whether 
he received, ſome Months ago, a Letter from me. If 
it miſcarried, I ſhall with Pleaſure ſupply its Place with 
another : for, though I have now but very few-Correſ- 
pondents, and my enſeebled Conftitution will allow me 
to write but ſew Letters, 1 ſhall ſtrive hard to keep up 
an Intercourſe with thoſe Gentlemen, from whom I ex- 
pect io have my Taſte refined, or my Mind i | 
And amomg dur Number I xckon Mr. . dls 

1 ſhall ſincerely rejoice to hear, . 
ſtrengthened and your Health confirmed. How valuable 
are theſe. Bleffings !! eſpecially to thoſe who 
them for the Honour, and devote them to the Service 
of Chriſt. I wiſh you had taken Minutes of what you 
faw moſt remarkable, in your Tour through Weftmore- 
lend and Cumberland. N Deſcription of thoſe Counties 
would be very acceptable to us, who inhabit a more 
regular, and better cultivated 8 pot. Deſcribed in your 
Language, and embelliſhed with your Imagination; fuch 
an Account might be highly pleaſing to all; and grafted 


with religious Improvements, might be equall NN NE 
—Such kind of Writings ſuit the preſent Tafte 


don't loye cloſe Thinking: That is — likely to win 
pur Approbation, which extenuates the Fancy, without 
fatiguing the Attention, Since this is the Difpoſition 
of the Age, let us endeavour to catch Men by Guile ; 
turn eyen a Foible to their Advantage, and bait the 
Goſpel-Hook, agreeably to the prevailing Taſte.—In 
this Senſe, « Become all Things to all Men.” : 
Permit me to aſk, Whether you have yet ſeen Witfu3. 
de end. Federum ?—I wiſh, for my own Sake, that 


you 


a& MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 


you. was ſomewhat acquainted with this Author; be. 
cauſe, if you ſhonid be inclined to know the Reaſon 
and Foundation of my Sentiments von any particular 
declare my Mind, besten than 1 cduld miyſelf. Ren 
.. Conyerfing ſome Timer ago with a very ingenious 
jig —— Je naar I ol think is 
PEW Ant Eurions,; þ ſhould! be glad gf y Opinion, 
whether, you..think4it, rational and ſolid. It was, upon 
thols Monds, Banlowar SWaxng, aneh evt m2: o,upurs 
1 a,, This Paſſage is generally: ſuppoſed, eſpecially 
by the. Writers of the eſtabliſhed Qburch; 46 denote the 
Sacrament of. Bapliſm, and the; Rite Df; Cn ation 
Wich regard to the datter, my Frientl guer igd. whether 
the. Practice of Confirmation can be allowed th conſtitute 
e eee (2044), of Chriſtianity ?— 
Y 1th, regard 20 ;the,;former, can it be: ſhewn,;/that the 
Apoſtle, ino any other Place; callsothe Ortlinance of 
 Baptiſay,Bagkowss, iti the plural Number ? May not then 
the Clauſe more -propefly. ncier tqo>twoſeminerit Jewiſh 
Llages3 the various Puriſitations made by Waſhings, 
and the Impoſition of Hands vn the-pigeulnr #iffims ? 
The ens f which repteſented a Purity of Heart and 
le % the ether was expreſſive of a Hranſlation of 
uniſhment, from the Offerer to his Sacrifice. Then 
we have ſignified, in Language familiar to the Hebrew, 
and by Images with which they were perfectly acquainted, 
905 Sanctification of the Spirit, and the Subſtitution of 
Chriſt in our Stead. What ſeems ton corroborate this 
Conjecture is, the vaſt Importance of theſe two Articles. 
They are the two grand diſtinguiſhing: Reculiarities of 
the Chriſtian Scheme: Without . them,,/every... Treatiſe 
upon Fundamentals muſt be extremely defective. 


A Tranſlation of this favourite Auth0! of Mr. Ho4cy's would 
ſurely. be acceptable, eſpecially as the Origiftal is fo Very ſearce: 
22 T hre wt emen 
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| Dependence 
on that divine Hand, which giveth Rain from Heaven 
and fruitful Seaſons, May it ſtir; us up to long more 


ardently for that Inheritance which is incorruptible, as 
well as undefiled ! whoſe Character is Perſection, and | 
Whoſe Duration is Eternity.—lnto. this, dear Sir, may 
vou, and many of your Hearers, many of your Readers, 
In due Lime, have an abundant Entrance] and there 
find, as a Monument of Mercy, and a Trophy of re- 
e Na 
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I am much pleaſed with your Remark on a certain 
learned * * *,' The Heart ſurely ſhould be engaged in 
the Preachers Office, as well as the rad. 5 
A4 Paſſions then the Pagans of thi J, 

' Reaſon alone dati? Alone ordain'd 
To touch Things ſacred * * 


The great Apoſtle was fervent in Spirit, as well as cogent 
in arguing... He beſeeches, conjures; and chatges his 
People. He adds Prayers to his Intrraties, and Tears 
to his Prayers. When he reaſons, Convictiom ſhines; 
when he exhorts, Pathos glows. May your Diſcourſes, 
dear Sir, be ſtrong with the one, warm with the other, 

and by both be happily inſtrumental, “ to turn Sinners 
from * Darkneſs unto Light, and from the Power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive Forgiregeſa of 
Sins,” — We have very wet unkindly Weather for the 
Harveſt. May it teach us all to ſee our 
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ni bogey LETTER ex” 
On the publBing 1 9 15 Mans 
a 


Nn 85 7 
nn >> Herr 1 n | Win, de. a8. 1753. 
Av ni 'F reſume cara Does 
my dear Mr. *:* join with feveral other Priends, 
80 render" me inexcuſably rude, if T negleRt writing any 
KL Thet, with the divine Aſtanice, I WII again 
nk wh! Pen, thouply an inceffant Series of Infirmi- 
tien has wore it to che very Stumpꝭ f for which Reaſon 
24 den Arsen it aſides with an Titention"to/ continue 
len- und inactive, us a dead Man out of Mind. 
„make ſome Nepatation for my paſt Nepligttce, 
1 weknaviedge r late PFavour without any Delay. 
Teſterduy I ed it, and Today I anfwer it; even 
"though 1 migfit juſtly plead Wearineſs, as an Excuſe for 
n dilftory Conduct. I have this Afternoon been preach- 
ing d a cd "Audience—The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
grant it may be an cuiſed one ! Tou would be furpriſed, 
and I behcvr ae that 1 am able to 
"officiate" for myſef.— I am fo weak, chat I can hardly 
| walls to the End of my Pariſh, though a ſmall one; 
and ſo tender, that I dare not viſit my poor Neighbcurs, 
for fear” of catching Cold in their bleak Houſes ; 1 
am .cpabled, onthe Lord's Day, to catechiſe, and ex- 
. to my Children in the Morning, and to preach 
the . Afternoon,” And every Wedneſday Evening, 
Hay-Time and Harveſt only* excepted, I read Prayers 
and give them a Lefture-Sermon in Heſton Church, 
This is the Lord's Doing, or, as your favourite Book 
expreſſes it, this is owing to © the good Hand of my 
God upon me.” Join with me, my dear Friend, in 
adoring his * and pray, that if my Life is ſpared, 
s my 
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my Capacity for his Service may be prolonged; that, 
if it be his bleſſed Will, the Day, which puts an End 
to the one, may put a Period to the other. 

I thank you, for your News from the Feſt. I aſſure 
you, it is highly pleaſing to hear, eſpecially concerning 
the Proſperity, of my old Acquaintance. I often think 
of them, and with deep Regret, for my Unprofitable-- 
neſs amongſt them. Bleſſed be God for ever and ever, 
that hotk they, and I may have a better Righteouſneſs. 
than dur own. May we all grow in Grace, and ere 
long meet in Glory.! 

Yow need. not doubt, but it is 4 Weben to my 
Heart, to remember, in my beſt Moments, that valu- 
able and valued Friend, with whom I have frequently 
took ſweet Counſel on Earth, and with whom I ſhall 
quickly- be admitted into the Heaven of Heavens; 
there-to behold the Glory, the inconceivable and eternal 
Glory of bim, who loved us both, and has waſhed us; 
from our Sins in his-own: Blood. 

God has been pleaſed to pity the poor Youth, for 
whole. Relief the Viſitation Sermon I preached at 
Northamptoy was printed. Through his good m 
dence, an Edition of two Ihongſand is diſpoſed of; be- 
ſides 2 fupetnumeraty Proviſion of two Hundred, 
deſtined to the Uſe of my Pariſhes. Nay, the Manager 
for the diſtrefſet Object, is venturing upon another 
Edition. See, dear Sir, if God will bleſs, who can 
blaſt ? If He will further, what can obſtruct ? A Feather, 
2 Straw, if he pleaſes to command, ſhall be a polfhed- 
Shaft in his Quiver. Truſt not therefore in Eloquence - 
or Argument, in Depth of Thought or Beauty of 
Style, botb which ate confeſſedly wanting in the prejert 
Caſe, but truſt ye in the Lord for ever, 2295 
Jehovah is everlaſting Strengtn. 

I am ſurpriſed, that any Attendan: onthe er of yoo 
odd inquire oe my Sermon, unleſs it was to cri- 

ticiſq 
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riciſe; cenſure, and expoſe it: Becauſe, there was really 
given too much Occaſion, both to his ““ and all his 


Friends, to reſent what ſome Time ago T ſeemed to 


have done. In the Midſt of the Controverſy between 
the ** and the ***, there was put into the“ Journal 


..2 Paragraph from a Letter of mine, dae of a 
As though I 
ſhould, unchallenged and urifrovokdft; ſtep forth to 
confront your *; or ſhould think to bear down a 
Objections by my ſingle Authority. This was alſo in- 


pretty high Encomium on Mr. . 


ſerted in the moſt offenſive Manner; not as an Extract 
from à private Epiſtle, without the Conſent or Know- 


ledge of the Writer, but introduced as my” 15 Act, 


and ſubſcribed with my own Name. 


J have found no Reafon to retract one Fab or Title 


of what was faid. And God forbid, that I ſhould; be 
aſhamed of that incomparable Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
than whom, I know no Man on Earth, who has more 
of the amiable and heavenly Spirit of Chriſt. Nor do 
F remember to have met with, in all my Reading, a 
Perſon, ſince the Days of Miracle and Inſpiration, ſo 
eminently zealous or ſo extenſively ufefig; Yet to 
obtrude his Character on the Publick, at ſuch a Time, 
and with ſuch Circumſtances, had ſuch an Air of Offici- 
ouſneſs, Self- conceit, and Arrogance, as muſt neceſſarily 
diſguſt others, and is what I would abſolutely diſavow. 
This, I afterwards learned, was done by à well- 
meaning and moſt pious Man; but, in this Particular, 
very injudicious. It is much to be defired, that rel:- 
gious Perſons may have Wiſdom with their Zeal; Eyes 
in their Wings, that, as far as is conſiſtent with the 
Exerciſe of Integrity, and the Diſcharge of Duty, we 
may give no Offence, neither to the 2 nor to the 
Greek, nor to the Church of God. 
Accept my ſincereſt Thanks for your prometiag the 
Spread of my Sermon, and continue your Prayers for 
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is enſeebled Author that, if-othe moſt High God 
youchſafes to employ: him in any other Wark or the | 
Honour. of his dear Son, he may be enabled ti find out 
acceptable Words, and that Which: is, written may be 
the Words of, Tub... nom * bDRedlg dus n 
My affectionate Compliments wait upon Mrs. . 
May you and your's dwelt; under. the Defence of th 
— — and. abide, ander de Shadow of the A 
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Dach g, 


Gow E File ago, Mr: Mo 5 Faber! was 0 Kind 
as to tranſmit to me three of your Letters, which 
gave me both Pain and Pleaſure, —Pain, to think how 
I had negleQed t to cultivate ſo valuable a Corteſpon d. 
. and ee gs from the Perufal of 


wW 4 £ 4 


am _ is not ſenſible of 1 great Importance, and 
no ſmall Difficulty of writing a proper Comment on 
the whole Bible. To explain and illuſtrate, with any 
tolerable Juſtice, a Book ſo very ſublime, ſo vaſtly 
comprehenſive, ſurely ſhould be the Work, not of a 
few Months or Years, but of his whole 1 were his 
Abilities ever ſo diſtinguiſned. I ſhould be extremely 


144 lor, | 
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ferry, 6 fee that glorious Gift of Mewven, come abroad 
- intd the World with fuch 4 Collection of Remarks, 
as might be n " 
ity univerſal Acceptance. 
| You are pleaſed to mention rte! Work, and 

to offer your kind Aſſiſtance ; an Offer, which I aſſure 
dey e I defire nothing ſo much, as to 
the fame Impartiality of Criticiſtn exerciſed upon 
my Manuſcript, as you have beſtowed upon the afare- 
mentioned Writmgs. When my Piece has. been en- 
riched by your Corrections, and if it receives your Im- 

primatur, it ſhall go to the Preſs without Delay, as 
there is 4 Likelihood of a large Demand for the Work, 
both at Home and Abroad. This Conſideration makes 
me timorous and diffident, eſpecially, as my inceſſant 
Infirmities and unconquerable Languors render me ſadly 
unfit for the Support of fo weighty and ſo grand a 
Cauſe.. If it was not for ſuch a Declaration in the 
2 of Truth and Life as tis Not by Might, 
— Strength, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord,” 1 
totally defpair of any Succeſs.—Excuſe, dear 
Sie this haſty Scribble : Strengthen the feebleſt of all 
Hands, engaged in the divine Jefus's. Service, and pity 
a Man, whoſe Head aches while he writes to you; and 
Heart almoſt fails, when he writes for che Publick. 

But is, amidſt all his Weakneſſes, 


Your very fincere and much obliged Friend, 
| Jauns Harvey. 


MIScELLANBOUSAV rns 9 


LETTER exit, 
Mi 1 Obſervations, | 
LL er, 
10 de. 2 * ff May 206, 1754. 


* Letter was e from ne 8 
and made doubly Welcome, by a long preceding 


Silence, and by the valuable Hand that brought it. 


Mr. ** gave me his Company one Afternoon. We 
talked of Chriſt Jeſus and his beloved Miniſter at ** : 
Oh! that our Converſation may be edifying, and build 
us mutually. up in our moſt holy Faith !—He was fo 
obliging, as to preſent me with the Picture of the late 
worthy Dr. Doddridge. I hope, when I view it, I ſhall 
be reminded of the Inſcription of Sennacherib's Statue: 
Ee the wic opa tuen c. Or rather, that it will 
addreſs me with the Apoſtle's Admonition: Be ye 
not ſlothful, but Followers of them, who through F aith 
ond Patience.inherit the Promiſes,” | 


Mr. ** has likewiſe tranſmitted to me ſeven of your 
Sermons,” fix on common, one on ſuperfine Paper. 

or the latter I ſincerely thank you; for the former I 

fire you will give me Leave to pay you. I propoſe 
to gratify and oblige my Friends with them; and it 
ſeems utterly unreafonable, that I ſhould be generous 
at your Expence.— I admire and applaud your noble 
Reliance on God and his Providence; and, were you a 
fingle Man, I would not offer to interpoſe a prudential 
Hint. But, perhaps, the other amiable Parts of your- 


ſelf, may not have the ſame ſteady and triumphant 


F 
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Faith. For. their Sakes therefore it may be adviſable, 
to take the Ant for « Pattern, and tap, 15 Something 
againft a rain) Dax. 
I II heartily wiſh, that good Providence, on which you 
depend, may ſpread. your Piece, and proſper it in the 
World. Sure you ſhould ſuffer it to be advertiſed in 
ſome of the principal News- Papers. I dare ſay you 
deſire, you covet, you are ambitious to do Good, and 
be extenſively uſeful. As this then is a commodious 
open Door, let not my Friend's "Oy or Self- 


Diffidence ſhut it. MH 
I have no Deſire. to n you, cabs Sir, to 


Syſtems, human Syſtems of Religion; I know other 


devout and godly. Perſons, that diſlike; them. They 
have been ſerviceable to my Soul, and whenever I read 
them, Ithink, they are bleſſed to my Improvement and 
| Comfort: Only let us all concur, in prizing the bleſſed 
Book of God. May we enter into its Treafures more 
and more, and ſhed: abroad the ſweet Savour of its 
Doctrine in every Place! Above all, my dear Mr. *, 

may we never ceaſe to teſtify of him, who is the Alpha 
and Omega of the Scripture, and the Soul and Center 


of the whole Chriſtian Religion; who. is by infinite 


Degrees, the. moſt. grand and amiable Repreſentative 
of the eternal Godhead to the Church; and the only 
Source of Pardon and Acceptance, of Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, of Grace and Glory, to the Believer. 
I rejoice. to find, that you take in good Part my very 
15 Ar and very fecble Attempts to criticiſe. 
ed, I did not doubt but you would. I ſend two or 
— uſcripts, and beg of you to exerciſe the 
fame Frankneſs of Admonition, and the ſame Impar- 
tiality of Cenſure upon them.—My-Bookſeller tells me, 
it cannot be compriſed in leſs than three Volumes. 1 
have : had an Averſion to ſ% diffuſive a. Work. 


my will not have _ to — them ; many 
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not have Leiſure to read them, and to ſome, I fear, 
the very Sight of three Volumes would be like Loads 


of Meat to à fickly or ſqueamiſh 'Stomach. Yer I 


cannot contract the Work, and reduce it to the Size of 


two, without omitting thoſe Parts, which are intended 


to entertain the Reader, keep him in good Humour, 
and allure or bribe him to go on. What would you 
adviſe ? | 
I have nöt ſeen Lord , Works. And ſince their 

Character 1 is ſo forbidding, their Tendency ſo hi . 
I ſhall not attempt to ſee them. I don't queſtion, hut 
the great Phyfician will provide an Antidote for this 
Poiſon, and the almighty Head of the Church will 


Jam this Day a Priſoner in my Chamber, 1 write 
in much Pain. Bleſſed be God for that World, where 
all Tears will be wiped away from our Eyes, and 
<« there will be no more Pain.” And bleſſed be God 
for a Saviour, who is the Way to thoſe happy Man- 
fions, and the Door of Admiſſion into them. Oh that 
every Thing may lead my dear Friend and me more 
and more to Chriſt ! «pr net car e 
true Joy are to be found. _ 

I ſend Letters vill, 1 and Dial. wo: xvii. 
Do, my dear Sir, improve, poliſh, and enrich them. 
And, if God Almighty bleſſes them, if our adored Re- 
deemer vouchſafes to work by them, I will ank you, 


not only in theſe Regions of Sin and Mortality, but 
when I meet before the Throne of the Lamb, and 


amidſt the Angels of Light. Till then may the Father 
of Mercies keep you as the Apple of his Eye, and 
make you a poliſhed Arrow in N rA Believe 
me > to be, "re Sir, | 


> Po ſincere, obliged; and 
_ affectionate Brother i in Chriſt, J. H. 
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LETTER CXIV. 
- Remarks on various Subjedts. 10 


1 en, ©, 1 

Dear FE | 77 May 3 , 74. 
ESTERDALY. I received your valuable Letter: I 
thank you for the comfortable Prayer: It e exactly 
ſuits my Circumſtances, may I be enabled to breathe it 
from my very Soul in Faith, and may it enter into the 
Ears of the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 
— Pray make no Apology for the Length of your 
Letter. Whenever you favour me with another, the 
more you ſuffer your Pen to enlarge, the more you will 
oblige and improve your Correſpondent. wiſh you 
Succeſs in finiſhing your chronological and hiſtorical 

Treatiſe, and ſhall be much pleaſed to peruſe i it. 
Tour Solution of the Difficulty in As vii. is very 
ingenious, and ſubſerves the Purpoſes of Piety. But 
do you think the Patriarchs would inter the Sichemites 
in a Burying-place, which belonged to a Stranger ; and 
not rather 'depoſit them in their Family- Vaults, or the 
Sepulchres where their Anceſtors lay ?—I ſhould be 
glad to ſee the Sequel of your Diſſertation concerning 
the fallen Angels.—I ſend herewith four of my Dia- 
| logues,—which I beg of you to examine with a kind 
Severity. I do aſſure you, I can bear to receive Cenſure 


from a Friend, and will kiſs the Lips that adminiſter 


it, eſpecially when it is intended to preſerve my At- 
rempts to further the glorious Goſpel from the Con- 
tempt of the Publick.— will, ere long, ſend you in a 
Frank a general View of my Plan; which, in the Execu- 


tion is become zoo prolix; and cannot be comprehended 
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Meditations, unleſs ſome judicious Friend will help me 
to curtail and abridge.— I am very unwilling to publiſh 
a Work conſiſting of three Volumes; 1 apprehend, this 
will obſtruct the Sale not a little. Be ſo kind as to 
ſerve my Eſſays as you have treated Mr. Goadby's 
Expoſitory Notes; take the Pruning- Knife, and freely 
lop off the luxuriant Parts. Your Notes on Mr. Taylor 
of Nerwich, I return with thankful Acknowledgments ; 
you will ſee, what Uſe I have made of them. I had 
nn'd more Animadverſions upon that Piece, but upon 
a Review I found they would ſwell the Work too much. 
I have a Note, Dial. iv. Page 4. that is directiy to the 
Point; would you adviſe me to retain it? I had ex- 
punged it. I have directed the Printer to reſtore it, 
but hefitanter hoc. Tou will receive half a Dozen of 
a\little Collection ® of Scripture Promiſes, which 1 
| lately printed in two ſmall Pieces of Paper, chiefly for 
| the Poor, to be paſted, one at the Beginning, the other 
at the End of their Bibles, or indeed of any pious 
Book. —Perhaps you may know ſome, to whom ſuch 
Preſent, though minute, may be welcome A ſoon 
as you return theſe Manuſcripts, if I have your Appro- 
bation, I pyrpoſe to employ the Preſs. In the mean 
Time, it ſhall be my Prayer to God, that he _ give 
_ 4 right . in all Things. 
_ ., Your moſt affeRionate, 8 


Janzs Henvar. 


2 See Vel. l. p- 311. 
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35 dear Friend, Pe e 
r 


D. you wonder, why. I have not «a * 
Receipt of your laſt | ? Indeed it deſerved a moſt 


ſpeedy and à moſt grateful Acknowledgment, but I was 
pawilling to interrupt your Thoughts with freſh In- 
quiries ; your. Thoughts, I hope, have been employed, 
in diſcovering the Reverend Dr. en Miſtakes, and 

in teaching him, what, that, means, which our Lord 
gone as the Compaſſion to hy Wer, cc Preach the 


3 FS. Mr. — but 1 ſhall 


pot want any Memorial of your Friendthip; ſo long as 
you 1 will glve me. Leave to conſult you, about difficult 


Paſlages_in .Scripture and theſe Memoriak, I aſſure 


vou, will not be tranſient; I 125 carefully e 
them; and When their Number an 8¹ 
increaſed, ſhall form them. into a . Which ſhall 
be more valuable to me, than any Book i in my Study. 
The Anecdotes of your n Life are very. welcome, 
if you could add others, they would be ſtill more 
pleaſing. As you are well acquainted with antient 
Hiſtory, have you met with my Account of the four 
Monarchies ? Conciſe; taking in in-only the moſt memor- 
able and ſtriking Facts; and ſtill more particularly cal- 
culated to explain the Prophecies of Scripture, and 
demonſtrate their exa& Accompliſhments. This, with 
a ſuccinct Detail of the Deſtruction of - Jeruſalem, and 
the Diſperſion of the Fews, would, I think, be a very 
pony tric F uraiture for young Minds, 
T2. - I think 
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T think all your Criticiſms pleaſe and improve me, 
that only excepted, which relates to 1 Coy. ix. 24. 


While I was writing this, Mr. icing” the Bearer, came 
in, for which Reaſon, you will give me Leave, for the 


Sake of enjoying his Company, to conclude ; only let 


me add, that Tpurpoſe, if I live to the Beginning of 
next Week, to finiſh what I intended to ſay, 1 in a Letter 
by the-Poſt, which very probably may anticipate what 
now comes from, 'Dear Sir, 


Your 3, Cc. 
Ed, FI 
LETTER CXVI. 
On pradently giving Aims, a Reproof for Profaneneſs. 


Dear Sir, 


I Think one Guinea is full enough for giving : away to 
a Perſon, of whoſe Character we are ignorant. 
There are too many (dolet dium!) to whom an Alms 
in the Way of Money, is only an Adminiſtration_of 
Fuel to their Luſts. Not that I preſume to fix ſuch a 


Charge upon the preſent Petitioner ; yet this Convic- 


tion makes me cautious, where I have no Aſſurance of 
the Perſon's Sobriety. Had it not been for his Father's 
Worth, I ſhould have almoſt thought it my Duty to 
have ſhut my Hand, till I received ſome more ſatiſ- 
factory Recommendation. We are Stewards of our 
Maſter's Goods, and Diſcretion is requiſite in che Pil 
charge of ſuch an Office, as well as Fideli . 

I fancy, my dear Friend, you did not take Notice 
of an unbecoming Expreſſion, which dropt from your 
Lips, while I fat at your Table. You was a little 
chagrined at the Carelefſheſs of your Servant, and ſaid 

Bb 4 to 


: J 75 "i 
—— — D 


S 
— — 
— 2 —— 


" 
7 * 
4 
* 
= 
T * 
* 
fl 
* " 
[ 
" 
4 
Jo 


TS 


376 MISCELLANEOUS. LET TERS. 


to him with ſome Warmth, < What! in the Name of 


God do you mean? Such Expreſſions from your Lips, 
will be much abſerved, and long remembered. I need 
ſay no more; you yourſelf will perceive, by a Moment's 
Reflection, how faulty they are in themſelves, and how 
pernicious they may be 40 others. May the good Lord 
pardon and deliver you from Evil And may oth of 
us more frequently meditate on this important Text, 
Set @ Watch before our Mouths, and keep the Door 
of our Lips!“ | 


Ever your's, while 


James Heaver. 


F & + * - 


LETTER CXVII. 
On ſcriptural Criticiſm. 


| une 14 1754. 
155 dear Friend, un en 
EFORE this can reach your Hands, you will, 
in all Probability have. Teen Mr. P“. He is 
really an ingenious Gentleman, has a lively Apprehen- 
ſion, a penetrating Judgment, as well as a large Share 
of Reading. May the Almighty. Spirit youchſafe to 
ſanctify thoſe Endowments ; and make our Interviews, 
not an Occaſion of ambitiouſly diſplaying our Talent, 
but of building up one another in our moſt holy Faith 
can hardly agree to my Friend's Propoſal, for altering 
the Tranſlation of 1 Cor. ix. 24. May it not be an 
-Incitement to the utmoſt Diligence? g. d. The Con- 
tenders know, that, though many run, yet one alone can 
receive the Prize. Therefore they exert all their 
Strength and all their Speed, each hoping and each 
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ſtriving, to be that diſtinguiſhed happy one: So like- 
wiſe do ye: Or may it not be an E. 
drawn from the Proſpect of general Succeſs ? g. d. How 
much greater Reaſon have you to run the Chriſtian 
Race? Since not one only, but all may. receive the 
Prize of your high Calling. Of theſe Interpretations 
the former ſeems moſt fondle to. the Tenour of the 
Apoſtle's Diſcourſe. What do you apprehend to be 
the preciſe Senſe of that Expreſſion, «+ © avro.minran- 
puparyer. Col. ii. 10. Is our Tranſlation exact? Or ſhould 


it be rendered, Ye are filled with him, filled by him? 


Filled with Wiſdom, Holineſs, Sc. I was reading 
Pſalm civ. and a Doubt aroſe concerning the Meaning 
of thoſe Expreſſions —* He layeth the Beams of his 
Chambers in the Waters.“ —* He maketh the Clouds 
his Chariot,” Does the Pſalmiſt intend to ſignify the 
ſame Thing by Waters and Clouds ? Or by Water does 
he mean ſomewhat different from the Fluid, which 
compoſes the Clouds? Houbigant finds Fault with our 
Tranſlation of hyper, Durè & inucrellibiliter Arias, con- 


tignavit aguis; he would correct it according to his 


uſual Way, by altering the Original, Nos legimus 
Bh5pDN, coperiens : Sic legant, præter Syrum, omnes in 
Polyelattis. —What think you of the Word Md, 
Verſe 19. Going down?” Is that all, which the 
Sun knows or obſerves ; would not that be a very im- 


perfect Diſcharge of his Office? May not the original 
Phraſe denote his going his Circuit, his whole Journey? 


Comprehending, not only his ſetting, but his riſing, 
his Meridian, and all his Stages; together with his 
Paſſage from one Tropic to another, and his Diſtribu- 
tion, not only of Day, but of Seaſons alſo, through 
the various Regions of the Globe ?=r W127 is this 
Word rightly tranſlated Seaſons ? By Seaſons we gene- 
rally mean the four grand Diſtributions of the Year 


into Spring and Summer, Autumn and Winter. But 


theſe, 
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theſe, you know, are neither occafioned by the Influ- 
ences, nor regulated by the Appearances of the Moon. 
I could be glad to ſee, from your critical Pen, a 
correct Tranſlation of this fine Pfalm ; together with 
ſuch Remarks, as may explain what is difficult, and 
iluſtrate what is beautiful. Next Saturday J hope to 
ſend your Manuſcripts. In the mean Time, let me 
promiſe myſelf. a Remembrance in your Prayers, and 
expect the Favour of a Letter, which will be thank- 


fully received and valued b 
0 Dear Sir, affectionately your's, c. 
e | * . 7 Hervey. 
„ — - * w 4 . 


LETT ER..CXVIIL 
On bis Father's Iineſs. 


Deer Sir, | "= 

AJ Y poor Father is in ſome Reſpects better, but 
| he is as weak and helpleſs as ever. Moſt of his 
Time paſſes in a Kind of doſing Sleep. He has no 
Inclination to talk ; takes little Notice of Perſons or 
Things.—1 hope, his great Work is done, his Intereſt 
in Chriſt ſecured, and his Soul ſanftified by Grace. 
For indeed, fuch a State of Languiſhing is as unfit to 
work out Salvation, and lay hold on eternal Life, as to 
grind at a Mill, or to run a Race. Oh! that we all 
may give diligent Attention to the. Things, which be- 
long to our Peace, before the Inability of Sickneſs, and 
the Night of Death approaches. —I ſent for the Poem 
on Sickneſs, by Mr. Thompſon of Queen's College, Ox- 


ford; and was ſurpriſed to find it a four Shilling and 


Six 
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Six penny Piece. It is, I think, a looſe and rambling 
Performance; ſome good Lines, hut a great Deal of 
it, Nothing at all to the Purpoſe. Not comparable, in 


Point of Elegance, Propriety, and Beauty, to his Hymn 


on May. However, I would not have it depreciated, 
methinks, becauſe it ſpeaks worthily of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Rock of our Hopes, Chriſt Jeſus. 


Adieu, my dear Friend, ever your's, 
FJ Aus Hzervey, 


LETTER CXIX. 
On publiſhing bis Theron and Aſpaſi. 
Weſton, June 21, 17 54. 
Dear Sir, 


EFORE this arrives, I hope my Parcel, tranſ- 
mitted according to your Direction, will have 


reached your Hands; and my Dialogues will have re- 
ceived the free Correction, and the friendly Improve- - 


ments of your Pen. 


As, through my many and repeated Infirmities, I 
had long diſcontinued, and have often intermitted my 


intended Work, I am informed from London that the 


Abettors of the Socinian Scheme, have been pleaſed to 
triumph in my Diſappointment ; imagining, that, 
through Fear or Inability, I had laid aſide my Defign, 
and infinuating, that I had changed my Principles, or 
was conſcious of the Weakneſs of my Cauſe. From 
theſe Gentlemen, if my Eſſay ſhould appear in Public, 
it may expect a ſevere Examination, and probably a 
violent Attack. I hope your Friendſhip will anticipate 
their ERP ; and remove thoſe Blemiſhes, which 

might 
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might give them a Handle for Cenſure, or a Ground 


for Inſult. My Prayer for my kind Corrector is, that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ſacred Honour and pre- 
ciqus Intereſts are concerned, would give him © the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, - the Spirit of 
Counſel and of Might; mm nxva wan Is there 
not a peculiar Force and Beauty in this laſt Metaphor ? 
How would you develope and ſet it forth to common 
View? T have juſt had Occaſion to conſider that re- 
markable Expreſſion in Pſalm xv. MY DN D; 
Methinks, the Bille Tranſlation does not recommend 
itſelf to my Judgment; I am better ſatisfied, and more 
edified with the Verſion uſed by our Liturgy ; only it 
ſeems not to have preſerved the 'Strength of the Ori- 
ginal. However, I will ſay no more upon this Point, 
becauſe, if I live to ſend another Packet of proba- 
tionary Manuſcripts, you will ſee my Sentiments on 
this Particular, incorporated with the Work. 

What is your Opinion, as to publiſhing three Vo- 
lumes ? Mr. Moſes Browne and another Friend pro- 
nounce in the Affirmative ; though I am much afraid 
that this Circumſtance will clog the Sale.— There are 
_ ſeveral Pieces, that are a Kind of Excurſion from the 

principal Subject, calculated to relieve and entertain 
the. Reader ; yet not without adminiſtering ſome ſpiritual 
Benefit. A whole Dialogue upon the Wonders of 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, diſplayed in the Con- 
trivance and Formation of the human Body. Two or 


three Letters, pointing out the Traces of the ſame 


d and amiable Attributes, in the Conſtitution of the 

the Air, and the Ocean. Theſe I am afraid to 

lop off, leſt it ſhould be like wiping the Bloom from 
the Plumb, or taking the Gold from the Gingerbread. 
To you I ſay Gingerbread, though I would not ſay ſo to 
the Public; for I really think, the Taſte of the preſent 
Age is ſamewhat like the Humour of MM 
ci 


ö 
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Their Milk muſt be ſugared, their Wine ſpiced, and 


their neceſſary Food garniſhed with Flowers, and en- 


riched with ſweet Meats. In my next, I hope to lay 
before you a ſummary View of my whole Deſign. I 


forget whether I incloſed in my laſt one of the little 


Collection of Scripture Promiſes, which I cauſed lately 
to be printed, for the Benefit and Comfort of my 
People. I would have them paſted into their Bibles ; and 


may the God of all Grace command them to be mixed 


with Faith, and ingrafted into their Hearts. If I have 
already defired your Acceptance of one, theſe I now 
ſend may be for your Friends. I fancy, a ſhort but 
lively Diſcourſe upon each of the eight Heads *, and 
the Texts ſelected, might, after they have been com- 
mitted to the Memories of the People, be acceptable, 
and what the Apoſtle calls a Word in Seaſon.” — 
« Angry at the Length of your Letters!“ No, dear 
Sir They are, as Tully ſays of Demoſthenes's Orations, 


The longer the more valuable.” 


I am, your obliged Friend, 


James Heaver. 
| —_— 
LETTER CXX. 
Miſcellaneous Subjects. 


My dear Friend, 


LED you for ſending the Cuts deſigned for the 
Bible. All my Hope with regard to chem, is, that 


they may remind ſome Beholders of the tranſcendent 


* The Heads are, 1. Divine Teaching. 2. Pardon —3. Juſtifi- 
cation. 4. Sanctification.—5. Temporal Bleſſings.—6. n 


7. Affliction.— . Death.— See Vol. I. p. 311. 
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Excellency of the ſacred Writings. I propoſe by the 
next Poſt to write to Mr.“ “ “, „ I would very willingly 
preſens him with my Picture, — you deſire it ; but! 
really think,, my Picture, if much better done, is not 
worth a Frame. And, I own, I don't much like giving 
away, what ſavours more of Vanity, than Benevolence. 
Can't you get a little Leiſure to peruſe Part of my 
intended Work? TI have, for a Month or fix Weeks, 
been proſecuting it in earneſt. I have ſent four of the 
Dialogues, tranſcribed by my Amanuenſis. Do ſteal a 
little Time from the Multiplicity of your medical En- 
gagement, to examine them ; retrench, where I am re- 
dundant ; clear up, where I am obſcure ; poliſh what i; 
uncouth.-—I hope Mr. *** will do me the fame Favour; 
and may the God of Wiſdom give both my Friends 
and me a right Judgment in all Things.—I have ſeen 
Mr. s Anſwer. God be praiſed, that I had no 
Occaſion for Controverſy.—I have not feen Mr. Moſes 
Browne this many a Day : The laſt Time he was with 
me, he talked about reprinting his Sunday Thoughts, and 
adding a third Part, which he had finiſhed, and which 
completes his Scheme ; I would have the three Parts 
printed in a neat Pocket Volume. Have you read his 
Poem on the Univerſe? I think it is the moſt pleaſing, 
and indeed the beſt Thing He ever wrote.—I hope, the 
God of Heaven will ſmile upon his Endeavours, and 
animate us all to labour in his dear Son's Cauſe, and 
. Proſper the Labours, which he himſelf excites. And 
if God will proſper, who ſhall obſtruct? © If He will 
work, who can hinder it?” My dear Friend, let our 
Eyes beever looking unto the Hills from whence cometh 
our Help. To that omnipotent Being, who ftretched 
out the Heavens, and laid the Foundations of the Earth; 
to that all-gracious Being, who ſpated not (unparalleled, 


ſtupendous Goodneſs !) ſpared not his own Son, but 
"wy gave him up * us both, Oh! n 
Atari) 
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dearly love him; firmly truft in him; and deſire 
ſo much, as to know him now by Faith, and after this 


Lite have the Fruition, of his glorious Godhead, To 


his everlaſting Compaſſions I commit my Friend, 
80 2 am, inviolably your's, 
| J aus Hervey. 
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LETTER CXXL 
On publiſhing Theron and Apaſio. 


Wifton, July 8, 1754. 
Dear Sir, | 


OUR Favour of June 28, is now before me, and 
demands my ſincereſt Thanks; and mine, I aſſure 
you, are of the ſincereſt kind. I am ſenſible, it is not 
in every one's Power to do ſuch an Act of Kindneſs; 
and if Providence vouchſafes to ſmile upon my Edlay, 
they will be of the moſt laſting, the moſt extenſive, 
and the moſt important Nature. If I hve till next 
Saturday, 1 propoſe to tranſmit to you fix more of the 
Dialogues, which will open a new Field for your friendly 
Hand to weed, cultivate, and improve. Exerciſe the 
ſame benevolent Severity upon them, and continue to 
retrench, as well as to reform. 

I am obliged for your Criticiſms, and Oh! that I 
may be emboldened by the Extract from your intended 
Work. No Man, I believe, ſtands in more Need of 
ſuch Encouragements than myſelf. —Timorous by Nas 
ture, and made abundantly more ſo, by a long Series 
of unintermitted Languors, and a very debilitated Con- 
ſtitution ; for which Reaſon, I promiſe myſelf, you will 


commend the Writer and his Attempt to. that- great 
4 Jehovah, 


T, 
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Jehovah, in whom is everlaſting Strength; and for your 
kind Aſſiſtance, I ſhall think myſelf bound to praiſe 
His adorable Majeſty ; and to pray that he would fill you 
with all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding ; that you 
may walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleaſing, being 
fruitful in every good Work, and increaſing in the 
Knowledge of God. 

I will, ſince I have the Concurrence of your Judg- 
ment, and I hope the Guidance of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, determine upon three Volumes. — How long do 
you apprehend it will be, before your chronological, 
and hiſtorical Piece will be finiſhed? I hope it will 
abound with ſuch Explanations of Scripture, and be 
rich with ſhort, but ſtriking Improvements : May you 
continually enjoy that Unction from the Holy One, 
which teacheth all Things! And Oh! that its precious 
Influences may deſcend upon, 


Dear Sir, your much obliged, 
and truly affectionate Friend, 


J. HERV xv. 


— — 
LE TT E R CXXIL 
The ſame Subje continued. 


| Fuly 13, 1754. 
Dear Sir, 


I Hope my laſt Letter, Eee I appriſed you of 4 
Parcel to be tranſmitted to you is in your Hand.— 
Here are ſix Dialogues; may the everlaſting and won- 
derful Counſellor enable you to ſearch them as with a 


OY and make them ſuch as he will condeſcend to 
bleſs ! 
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bleſs-1- I have dropped ſeveral Ohjections and Anſwers; 
yet, I fear;” too many are {till retained; A Multiplicity 
+ Objects diſſipates the Attention either of the Eye or 
the Mind. Are hat the Painters call the two Unities, 
preſerved? One principal Action and one grand Point 
of View; in each Piece ? Does Theron ſpeak enough ? 
or with ſuch Weight, and ſuch a Spice of the Sal Atticus, 
as might ſuit his Character? Here and there a Touch 
of Wie or genterl Satire in him, I think, would be 
graceful, eſpecially, in the firſt Parts, before he is 
brought to a Conviction of his Guilt, I hope you will 
not only find all the Faults; but that you will point tis 
Arrow, and trim its Feathers; and may the Arm of the 
moſt High launch it, unt er e 
er Salvation. 


| f J am, dear Sir, ry 
Do e and gratefully your's, 
Nn Jamss HRV. 
— ; | | : | | . | 


LETTER CXXIIL 
On Dr. Hodges s Elibu. 


October 2. 
Gir, 
HAVE peruſed the Me Part of Dr. Hodges's 
Elihu *, Ei wrote, I think, in 4 maſculine and 
noble Style is animated with a lively Spirit of Piety; 


and urges, with a becoming Zeal, ſome of the grand 
Peculiarities of the Goſpel. I hope, it will prove a 


The Reverend Dr. Hodges was Provoſt of Oris College, Oxford; 
eminent or his Learning and Piety. * 


Vol. II. C ce 
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Bleſſing to both the Univerſities ;"and' be à Means of 


teſtifying, to both thoſe learned Bodies, the Truth as it 
is in Jeſus. Dear Mr. ** has been gone from us almoſt 
a Fortnight. What a burning and ſhining-Lightis he 
Burning with miniſterial Zeal, and ſhining in all holy 
Converſation.—] hope our dear Friend **, Sermon 
was attended with a Bleſſing; and may the Ble ſſing be 
greatly increaſed by the Publication! May the Drop 
become a River, and the River become a Seca -I Was 
Yeſterday with five or ſix young Students, and this Day 
with three ingenious Gentlemen of the Laity, two of 
whom are acquainted with the Hebrew. Our Conver- 
ſation turned wholly upon that ſuper-excellent and de- 
lightful Subject, The only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he has ſent,” Oh may that almighty. Being, 
who has every human Heart in his Hand, ſanctify our 
Diſcourſe to our eternal Advantage And let us, my 
dear Friend, talk for bim, write for him, and live for 
him, who died for our Sins, and is riſen again for our 
Juſtification. —May his Spirit be your continual Guide, 
and his Favour your everlaſting Portion! 


Ever your's, while 


*. ur 
James Herver, 


LE T- 
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LETTER CXXIV. 
Remarks on a Manuſcript of Chronology. 


Wefton- Favell, Aug. 27, 1754. 
Dear Sir, 


] HAVE read Part of your Chronological Manu- 
ſcript *,—and I bleſs God for giving you ſuch a 
penetrating and comprehenſive Mind. To confeſs the 
Truth, it is beyond my Power to follow, even in thoſe 
Reſearches, where you have ſurmounted the Difficulties, 
and cleared the Way; but there are many Things, 
which J underſtand, and with which I am delighted; 

inſomuch, that, if you don't intend to publiſh it, I 
ſhould very much deſire a Copy of it. But what ſhould 
hinder the Publication ? Why ſhould not the learned 
World be improved by what is profound, and the whole 
World be edified by what is eaſy ? I have no Acquaint- 
ance in this Neighbourhood, who is verſed in chrono- 
logical Inquiries, and capable of judging of yout Com- 
putations and Arguments ; otherwiſe I would obtain for 
you his Opinion. Mr. Moſes Browne (Author of the 
Sunday Thoughts) will gladly peruſe it. — Will you excuſe 
me, though J add no more? A Gentleman waits for 
me below, to tranſa& an Affair of which I underſtand 
but very little; he is come to take my Parſonage 
Grounds, in order to plough them for Woad, an Herb 
much uſed by the Dyers. May Proſperity attend his 


The Manuſcript which Mr. Hervey here takes Notice of is called 
—* A ſhort Chronicle of the moſt remarkable Events, from the 
Beginning of the World, to the Building of Solomon's Temple.” 
In which Chronicle the Difficulties in Chronology are cleared up 
after a new Manner; and the Author has ſtrove to enliven his Piece 
by a great Number of marginal References, We hear he intends 
ſoon to publiſh this very valuable and maſterly Performanee. 


GCN © Plough, 
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Plough, but above all may it attend your's and mine, 
which would open the Ground. for. the Seed of the 
everlaſting Goſpel. I am loth to miſs a Poſt, loth to 
defer my Thanks for your laſt very valuable Favour, 
otherwiſe you would not be put off with ſuch a haſty 
Scrap from, Dear Sir, 


Your moſt obliged and affectionate, 
James. HEZRVxV. 


W 
re 
Remarks on Fowler's Defgn of Chriſtianity, 


Dear Sir, 5 
THE Gentleman who verſified Part of my Medita- 
lions is Mr, Netocomb of Hackney . 1 thought it 
exceedingly well executed ; much ſuperior to his Ode 
on the final Diſſolution of the World, which he has 
fince publiſhed. 

As to Biſhop Fowler's Defign of Chriſtianity, he has, 
as, far as I have read, good Senſe, clear Language, and 
ſometimes fine ſtriking Sentiments. But I moſt cor- 
dially embrace the Propoſition, viz. © That Faith 
juſtifieth only as it apprehendeth the Merits and Righ- 
teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt,” which he moſt peremptorily f 
condemns, —Pleaſe to caſt your Eye to the fifth Line 
of, the next Paragraph: The Biſhop's Words. are, 
te Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs conſiſts in dealing 
with ſincerely righteous Perſons as if they were perfectly 
Mr. Newcomb has verſified the, Whole of the two Velumes of 


Meditations i in a very elegant Manner, and publiſhed them; webs 
ſerving the Notice of all Mr; Herwey's. Admizers. 


1 See the whole Paſſage; Page 160, of the wird Edition, par 
Page 190 of the fourth Editian. See Theron, Vol. I. Page 202. 


TY ſo, 
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ſo, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt;“ and compare his 
« ſincerely figheeous Perſons,” with St. Paul's Decla- 
ration, Rom. iv. 5. that Chriſt juſtifieth the“ Ungodly, 
—When you have peruſed and conſidered Biſhop 
Fowler's Treatiſe thoroughly, pleaſe to let me have it 
again ; eſpecially as you and Mr. Hunter apprehend he 
has given better Directions for the Attainment of true 
Holineſs than Mr. Marſpall.— Thanks for young Mr. 
Cl—'s Sermon. He is a correct Writer, but wants the 
main Thing, “ Chriſt is all in all.” He either forgets, 
or underſtands thoſe Words, in a Manner very different 
from my Apprehenſion. Mr. G- has much good 
Senſe, but to me his Sermon reads flat: In his Dif- 
courſe likewiſe I wiſhed to have ſeen more of our Im- 
manuel's Glory. I am, Sc. 


* Biſhop Fowler, in his Interpretation of this Text, differs from 
Mr. Herwiy's Opinion, as may be ſeen at large by the Remarks which 
the Biſhop has made on this Text, in his Defence of the Principles 
and Practices of certain moderate Divines of the Church of England 
(abuſively called La TTTUDINARIANSs) wrote by way of Dialogue 
between two intimate Friends. —Bat as neither Mr. Hervey's nor the 
Biſhop's Sentiments are here ſufficiently explained, the following Ex- 
tracts from two ſuch celebrated Commentators as Y/hitby and Burtitr, 
are ſubjoined for the Reader's Conſideration. | Is. 

Dr. W4ithy, in his Annotations on the New Teſtament, has ths 
expounded Ram iv, 5. © Juſtification being only the Non-impa- . 
tation, or the Pardon þStheir . paſt Sins on Account of that Faith, 
which laid the higheſt Olfigations upon all Believers to die unto Sin 
for the future, there is no Abſurdity in ſaying, God thus juſtifies the 
* repenting of, and engaging to ceaſe from, their Ungod- 
ineſs,” _ 

Mr. Barkizt, in his Expoſitory Notes on the New Teſtament, has 
thus commented on Nom. iv. 5, ' [IS 

% Whereas it is here (id, that * God juſtifieth the Ungodly,” the 
Meaning is, ſuch as have been ungodly, not ſuch as continue ſo.— 
The Apoſtle deſcribes the Temper, and Frame of their Hearts and 
Lives before Juſtification, and not after it; as it found them, not as 
it leaves them.— True! Chriſt juſtifies the ungodly,” yet ſuch as 
continue ungodly are not juſtified by him : We muſt bring Credentials 
from our SAncT1FICATION, to bear Witneſs to the Truth of our 


JosT1F1CaTioOnN,” 
Ee LE T- 
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LETTER cxxvl. 
On his Theron and Apafio. 


Weſton, October 20, 1754. 
Dear Sir, 


Received the Parcel ſafe, and deſire to bleſs God's 

Providence for not ſuffering the Manuſcripts to be 
loſt in their Paſſage, as they had like to have been; and 
to thank my kind Friend for his judicious Remarks.— 
Herein is incloſed Dialogue xvi. I durſt not venture 
to commit this to the Preſs, without ſubmitting it to 
your Correction. Dear Sir, examine it with a critical 
Severity, and may he whoſe Eyes are as a Flame of 
Fire, enable you to diſcern and rectify what is amiſs.— 
It is, as you will eaſily perceive, a Subject of the laſt 
"Importance, Oh! that in handling it, I might be a 
Workman, that need not be aſhamed.—Pardon my 
Scraps of Anſwers, to your large and valuable Letters. 
I hardly know how to get a Moment's Leiſure, ſo very 
intent am I now on the Publication of my Book. I 
have not been able, for want of Time, to read over 
this Tranſcript; I hope, the Copier has not made any 
great Miſtakes. Be ſo good, dear Sir, as to favour me 
with your Remarks on this Manuſcript, as ſoon as you 
poſſibly can ; you need not return it, only ſend me your 
Remarks. - But you will pleaſe to preſerve this, for 
fear of an Accident happening to-the other Copy. 


Jam, dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionately 


J. H. 


LET. 
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LE TT E R CXXVIL 
RNemarts on different Books. 

DOI | * Thurſday Noon. 

My dear Friend, tam," tiring 


I AM. glad Dr. C** got Time, and took the Trouble 
of overlooking the Manuſcripts. He has the Judg- 


ment of a Critick, and the Freedom of a Friend. Moſes 


Browne is perſuaded by the Bookſeller to print his Poem 
on the Univerſe, and his Sunday Thoughts in one Volume, 
and intends to intitle it, Ihe Works and Reſt of Creation; 
with the Addition of ſome more particular, explicatory, 
and ſubordinate Title. I objected to this general Title; 
made a Query, whether it was ſtri#ly proper: or, if 


proper, whether ſufficiently /ignificant ? | Inſtead of it, 


I- propoſed, The Works of Creation, and Reſt of the 
Sabbath. 

Dr. Gill ſhall tell you my Sentiments, in 1 to 
Weſley on the Perſeverance of the Saints. Both their 
Pamphlets on this Subject I ſend you; whether his Re- 
plies and Interpretations in the firſt Part are ſound and 
ſatis factory judge yat ; the Conſiderations ſuggeſted in 
the latter Pero „are full of Weight, rich with 
Conſolation, and worthy of a Place in our Memories 
and in our Hearts : May our own Meditations fix them 
in the one, and the Spirit of our God implant them in 
the other ! 

I am entirely of your Opinion with Regard to Stays 
on Salvation by Feſus Chriſt ; Generally very prolix, and 
ſomewhat tireſome to the Reader ; yet his Style is good, 
nervous, and beautiful. Prolixity, I find, is an epide- 
mical Fault among Writers; the Cenſure I paſs on him, 


rebounds on myſelf: Save me from this Miſconduct, by 


Cc4 lopping 
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lopping off my Redundancies, I have not looked into 
Staynoe, for a great while; when I reviſe him again, you 
ſhall have my Sentiments concerning his Doctrine; 
which, though excellent in the main, is not, I appre- 
hend, perfectly conſiſtent, nor evangelical throughout. 
I have ſeen Mr, ***'s Verſes on Dr. ***'s Character 
I am apprehenſive (inter nos) that it will rather depre- 
ciate, than exalt the Reverend Doctor's Credit, among 
Readers of a Goſpel Spirit. There are indeed the Sales 
Attici, but where are the Sales Tuangelici? What 
fays our lively Friend Mr. Hartley? I think, he is the 
Caleb of our Fraternity, Caleb ſignifies all Heart. His 
Name and Nature correſpond. Did he not warm you 
with his Zeal ? Oh! that we may glow with Love to 
him, who bled for Love of us !—I have received a 
Letter from our dear Friend on the Auerican Continent, 
He mentions you in particular, and your late Gueſt, 
Love, cordial Love, he tranſmits to you both. We be- 
lieve him, when he makes a Profeſſion of Kindneſs, and 
why are we ſo backward to belieye the more repeated, 
more ſolemn, and infinitely more faithful Aſſurances, 
which the Scripture gives us of our Redemer's Love? 
Let us bluſh and be confounded for our Unbelief, and 
may the Lord of all Power and Grace help our Unbelief 


Ever your's, J. H. 


P. S. Certainly our Friend judges right i in not acting 
as à Juſtice of Peage, unleſs he would ſubmit to the 
Farigue of acquainting himſelf with our nations Laws. 
A Study, which is, if I rightly judge, which Iam ſure 
would be to my Taſte,” of all others the moſt jejune 
and irkſome. Not fo the Scriptrrer ! God has, in 
tender Indulgence to our Difpolition, ftrewed them with 
Flowers, dignified them with Wonders; enriched them 
with all that may delight the Man of Genius, and make 
the Man of God perfect. May we, as new-bornBabes, 

 Urfire 
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deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word; and grow==grow 
thereby in Knowledge, grow in Faith, grow in Love, 
in Holineſs, in every amiable and happy Accompliſh- 
ment. Don't you practiſe that excellent Rule, of 
ſelecting for Meditation each Pay a Text of Scripture ? 
As to publiſhing the frf Volume of Theron and Apaſio 
before the others are ready, I really know not how to 
act. May the God of unerring Wiſdom vouchſaſe to 
direct, for his dear Son our r glorious Interceſſor's Sake 


—— 
LETTER CXXVIIL 
| On his Illneſs, 


imm, Fan. 25, 1755. 

Dear Sir, 

J Really i, whether I ecknoviedged your laſt 

Favour. If I did not, let your own Candour be my 
Advocate, and my important Buſineſs under the moſt 
enervated Conſtitution be my Plea. I have been, ſince 
I wrote, in the Phyſician's Hands, and debarred from 
the Pulpit. Bleſſed be the Lord our Healer, Tam now - 
reſtored to my uſual State, and am enabled to ſpeak a 
Word on the Lord's-Day, and preach .in my Church 
on Wedneſday Evening, which is my Lecture Day, for 
the Honour of my Maſter, and I hope for the Edifi- 
cation of his People.—Oh that this Privilege may be 
coeval with my Life ; and my preaching Voice, and 
my vital Breath. ſtopt together ! I wiſh you, dear Sir, 
many new Years, much of the new _ and an abun- 
dant Entrance into the New Jeruſalem 


\ Your moſt obliged, and truly aff ionate Friend, 
J. Hzzvey, 


LE T- 
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LETTER CXXIX. 


Criticiſms on Scripture. | 
March 4. 
my dear Friend, 

fm hurry the Return of the Dialogues. Take 
your Time, that you may examine them ?boroughly:; 

None knows, how far they may {pread, or how long 

they may live! Oh! that the God of Wiſdom may enable 

you to judge aright, and correct their Miſtakes ! 

Jam ſorry to hear your Account of our Friend at 
, I wiſh he could be perſuaded to look upon his 
neptick Writers, as his Chamber-Council; converſe 
with them in his Study, and leave them there. I was 
viſited yeſterday by a Gentleman, who would be a 
Darling with Mr. H——: Quite fond of Myſticks, but 
does not go any great Lengths; nor eſpouſe, at leaft 
not avow or propagate, their extravagant Peculiarities, 
Your old Acquaintance Mr. *** came in, and fat with 
us, I believe two Hours: The Gentleman happened to 
refer to //aiab vi. and deſired I would read the Beginning 
of the Chapter; glad of this Overture, I readily em- 
braced it; and fixed the Diſcourſe to this noble, this 
alarming and comfortable Scripture. Oh ! let us attend, 
with Aſſiduity and Delight, to the holy precious Word 
of God; the Apoſtle calls it ad yaax, pure, un- 
mixed, unadulterated, as though every Compoſition had 
ſome improper Tincture, was ſome way or other adul- 
terated. My Son,” ſays the God of Heaven (and it is 
a moſt important Advice, a moſt endearing Exhortation) 
« attend to my Words, incline thine Ear unto my Say- 
ings. Let them not depart from thine Eyes, keep them 
in the Midft of thine Heart. For they are Life unto 
thoſe that find thee, and Health to all their Fleſh.” 


As 
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As to Eph. iv. 16. does not ouvapueroyeueroy refer to 
the orderly and exact Arrangement * ? ruf ag H 10 
the nice and ſtrong Connections? But where is the 
Beauty Or Propriety of carne aPns TW ETSY Opn Yigg ; Why 
that which every Joint ſupplieth ? Is there any peculiar 
Fund of Nutriment lodged in the Joints ? Would not 
an Anatomiſt have ſaid, by that which every Veſſel, or 
every Ramification of a Veſſel, ſupplieth ?—I ſincerely 
pity poor s Caſe ; I will give him two Guineas; 
and hope, the God whom he ſerves, will raiſe him up 
other Friends. © He that ſpared not his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all, how ſhall he not with Him alſo 
freely give him all Things? Tell him this from me, 
tho' he knows it already, the Lord may make it a Word 
in Seaſon. Charge him to ſay nothing of me, and my 
_ Mite; but as much for me to his God and Saviour, as 
he pleaſes, I hope you will, when Opportunity ſerves, 
ſtrengthen Mr. H in the Faith of the Goſpel, and in 
the Ways of the Lord, Let us provoke one another 
to Love, and to good Works; and ſo much the'more, 
as we ſee the Day approaching.— Veſterday Mr. *** of 
Cambridge called upon me; our Converſation was not 
ſo edifying as I could wiſh, it degenerated into _ 
Mr. , who is very much talked of, was the Subject. 
1 don't thoroughly know his Scheme, but am inclined 
to ſuſpe&, that his Opponents will find it a difficult 
Matter to maintain their Ground. However, I ſhall not 
attempt to make myſelf fully Maſter of the Contro- 
verſy. To know Chriſt, and him crucified, Hoc nobis 
Palmarium. This is the Deſire and Prayer of, 


Ever your's, 
J. Hervey, 


P. S. The Latin Prayer you ſent me for my Opi- 


nion, ſeems to be compoled ) 4 e. Not a TR 
0 
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of Chriſt ! Acceſs through his Blood is neglected; Ac- 


ceptance through his Righteouſneſs is forgotten: The 


grand Error of the myſftick Divines ! who, wholly intent 
upon what God is to do in us, moſt unhappily dil. 
regard what he has done for us, in the Perſon of his 
beloved Son, 


LETTER CXXX. 
On the Benefits to be derived from Aflititons. 


Wifton, Bus. 1, 1149, 

Dear Sir, | n 
I Truly commiſerate your variegated Calamity ; and 
heartily wiſh I could ſuggeſt any Thing, which might 
be the Means of adminiſtering /ome Eaſe to your afflicted 


Mind, and of aſſiſting you to reap ample Bengfit from 
your diſtreſſed Situation, 


Fou well know, that ell Afii#jons bf what Kind 
ſoever, proceed from God. * 1 form the Light, and 
create Darkneſs ; I make Peace, and create Evil: I'the 
Lord do all theſe Things,” (Juinb xiv. J.) They 
ſpring not from the Duſt; are not the Effects of arandom 
Chance, but the Appointment of an all-wiſe, /all-fore- 
ſeeing God, who * them all for the 1 
Creatures. This, I think, is the fundamental Ar 


for Reſignation, and the grand Souree of Comfort, | 


This ſhould be our firſt Reflection, and our ſovereign 
Support.—He, that gave me my Being, and gave his 
own Son for my Redemption, He has aſſigned me this 
Suffering.— What Hz ordains, who is boundleſs Love, 
muſt be good: What He ordains, who is unerring 
Wiſdom, muſt be proper. * 


S N DE S FZS z 
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This reconciled. Eli to the ſevereſt Doom that ever 
vas denounced. 4. It is the Lord, and though grie vous 
to human Nature, much more grie vous to parental 
aﬀetion yet it is unqueſtionably tbe beſt ; therefore I 
humbly acguigſce. I kiſs the awful Decree, and fay 
from my very Soul, Let him do what ſcemeth him 

(I Som. iii. 18.) 
This calmed the Sorrows of Job, under all his un- 
leled Diſtreſſes; the Lord gave my Affluence and 
Proſperity; the Lord has taken all away; rapacious 
Hands and warring Elements, were only his 
therefore, I ſubmit, I adare, I bleſs his holy Name. 

This Conſolation: fortified, the Man Chriſt. Jeſus, at 
the Approach of his inconceivably bitter Agonies ; the 
Cup, Which, not my implacable Enemies, but my 
Father, by their Adminiſtration, has given me, ſhall 1 
not drink ĩit?—It is your Father, dear Sir, your heavenly 
Father, Who loves you with an everlaſting Love, that 
has mingled _/ome Gall with your Portion in Life. Sen- 
lible of the beneficent Hand, from which the Viſitation 
comes, may you always bow your Head in patient Sub- 
miſſion; and ack nowledge with the excellent, but 
afflicted Monarch Hezekiah, « Good is the · Word of the 
Lord concerning me.” (2*Kings xx. 19.) 

All Allictions are deſigned for Bleſſings. To do us 
good at the latter End, however they may croſs our 
Deſires, or diſquiet our Minds at preſent.— Fay 
(ſays the Spirit of Inſpiration, and not wretched) is the 
Man, whom God correcteth. Job v. 17. And for 
this Reaſon, becauſe his merciful Chaſtenings, though 
not joyous but grievous, yield the peaceable Fruit 15 
Righteouſneſs unto them that are. exerciſed 

eb, xii. 11.) God's Ways are not as our. Ways. The 

Children, whom we love, we are apt to treat with all 
the, ſoft Blandiſhments, and fond Careſſes of profuſt 
Indulgence ; and too, too often cocker them to their 


Hurt, 
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Hurt, if not to their Ruin. But the Father of Spirits 
is wiſe in his Love, and out of Kindneſs ſevere. There- 
fore it is faid, © Whom he loveth, he chaſteneth, and 
—_— every Son whom He receiveth.” (Heb. xii. 

6.) Would you not, dear Sir, be a Child of that 
everlaſting: Father, whoſe Favour is better than Life? 
Affition i is one Sign of your Adoption to this ineſti- 
mable Relation. Would you not be an < Heir of the 
Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away? Afliction is your Path to this bliſsful Patri- 
mony. Through much JTribulation we muſt enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. - Adds xiv. 22. Would you 
not be made like your ever- bleſſed and amiable Re- 
deemer? He was a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 
with Grief; and every nN muſt expect to be as 
his Maſter. Y 

Perhaps, you may think your Afiiftion oecaliarly 
calamitous; and that if it had been of ſome other Kind 
you could more chearfully ſubmit, more eaſily bear it; 
but you are in the Hands of an all-wiſe Phyſician, who 
Joins to the Bowels of infinite Love, the Diſcernment 
of infinite Viſdom. He cannot miſtake your Caſe. 


He ſees into the remoteſt Events; and though he varies 


his Remedies, always preſcribes with the exacteſt Pro- 
priety to every one's particular State. Aſſure your- 


ſelf therefore, the Viſitation which He appoints, is the 


very propereſt Recipe in the Diſpenſatory of Heaven: 
Any other would have been 14% fit to convey ſaving 
Health to your immortal Part, and leſs ſubſervient to 
your Enjoyment of the temporal Bleſſings, which may, 
perhaps, be yet in Store for you. | 


Should you enquire what Benefits accrue from Afflic- 
tions? - Many and precious They tend to wean us 
from the World When our Paths are ſtrewed with 
_ when nothing but Muſick and Odours float 
| around, 
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around, how apt are we to be enamoured with our 
preſent Condition, and forget the Crown of Glory, 
forget Jeſus and everlaſting Ages? But Aiction with 
a faithful though harſh Voice - rouſes us from the ſweet 
Deluſion.— Afliction warns our Hearts to ariſe and de- 
part from theſe inferior Delights, becauſe here is not 
our Reſt. True and laſting Joys are ndt here to be 
found: The ſweeping Tempeſt and the beating Surge, 
teach the Mariner to prize the Haven, where un- 
diſturbed Repoſe waits his Arrival. In like manner 
Diſappointments, Vexations, Anxieties, Croſſes, teach 
us to long for thoſe happy Manſions, & where all Teats 
will be wiped away from the Eyes,” (Rev. xxi. 4.) all 
Anguiſh baniſhed from the Mind, and Nothing, No- 
thing ſubſiſt, but the F ulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures * 


cvermore. 


AMittions wad t to * us to Chriſt. —Chrift has un- 
ſpeakable and everlaſting Ble/ings to beſtow Such as 
the World can neither give, nor take away: Such as 
are ſufficient to pour that Oil of Gladneſs into our 
Souls, which will ſwim above the Waves of any earthly 
Tribulation, —But are we. not, dear Sir, are we not 
moſt unhappily indolent and inattentive to theſe Bleſs 
ſings, in the gay Hours of an uninterrupted Proſperity? 
It is very obſervable, that ſcarce any made Application 
to our Divine Redeemer, in the Days of his Abode 
with us, but the Children of Afliction. The ſame Spirit 
of Supineneſs {till poſſeſſes Mankind. We under- 
value, we diſregard the Lord Jeſus, and the unſpeak- 
able Privileges of his Goſpel, while all proceeds 
ſmoothly, and Nothing occurs to diſcompoſe the 
Tenour of our Tranquillity.—But when Misfortunes 
harraſs our Circumſtances, or Sorrows oppreſs our 
Minds ; then we are willing, We are glad, we are earneſt, 
to find Reſt i in Chriſt, N 
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In Chriſt Jeſus there is Pardon of Sins. —Sin ig 4 
Burthen, incomparably ſorer than any other Diſtreſs. 
Sin would fink. us into the Depths of eternal Ruin, and 
transfix us with the Agonies of endleſs Deſpair. But 
Chriſt has, at the Price of his very Life, purchaſed 
Pardon for all, who fly to him. He has bore the Guilt 
of their Sins in his own Body on the Tree. (1 Per. ii. 
24.) Have they deſerved Condemnation ? He has 
ſuſtained it in their Stead, Are they obnoxious to the 
Wrath of God? He has endured it, as their Subſtitute: 
He has made Satisfaction, complete Satisfaction for 
all their Iniquities. (Rom. ili. 25, 26.) So that Juſtice 
ſelf, the moſt rigorous Juſtice, can demand no more. 
Oh! that Diſtreſſes may prompt us to prize this 
Merey ! May incite us to deſire ardently this Bleſſed. 
neſs! Then it will be good for us to have been afflied. 

(P/alm cxix. 71.) „ An 
Chriſt has obtained for us the Gift of the Holy Spirit 
(Gal: iii. 2.) to ſanctify our Hearts, and renew. our 
Natures - An unrenewed carnal Mind, is ten thouſand 
Times more to be lamented, more to be dreaded, than 
any ex/ernal Calamities. And Nothing can cure us of 
this moſt deadly Diſeaſe, but the Sanctification of the 
Spirit. This divine Spirit alone is able to put the 
Fear of God in our Souls, and awaken the Love of 
God in our Hearts. (Fer. xxxii. 40.) His Influences 
ſuggeſt ſuch awful and amiable Thoughts to our Minds, 
as will be productive of theſe Chriſtian Graces. This 
ſacred Principle ſubdues our Corruptions, and conforms 
us to our bleſſed Redeemer's Image. Ho us this beſt 
Gift of Heaven, diſeſteemed by the Darlings of the 
World, who' have Nothing to vex them? But how 
precious is it, how deſirable, to the Heirs of 'Sorrow? 
— They. breathe after it, as the thirſty Hart panteth 
for the Water-Brooks,—They cannot be ſatisſied with- 
out 
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out" its enlightening, purifying, cheering Communica- 
tions. This is all their Requeſt, and all their Relief, 
«© that the Spirit of Chriſt may dwell in their Hearts ;” 
(Rom. viii. 9.) may enable them to poſſeſs their Souls 
in Patience; (Luke xxi. 19.) and derive never-en 
Good from momentary Evils. Before I cloſe theſe 
Lines, permit me to recommend one Expedient, which 
yet is not mine, but the Advice of an inſpired Apoſtle, 
« If any be afflicted, -let him pray.” — Dear Sir, fly 
to God in all your Adverſity; pour out your Com- 
plaints before him in humble Supplication ; and ſhew 
him your Trouble. (Pſalm cxlii. 2.)—When I am in 
Heavineſs, ſays a holy Sufferer, I will think upon God ; 
(Pſalm Ixi. 2.) his omnipotent Power, his unbounded 
Goodneſs, whoſe Ear is ever, ever open to receive 
the Cry of the Afflicted.— When the P/almift was diſ- 
treſſed on every Side, without were Fightings, within 
were Fears, the Throne of Grace was the Place of 
his Refuge ; I give myſelf to Prayer (Pſalm cix. 4.) 
was his Declaration. —This Method we read Hannab 
tdok, and you cannot but remember the happy Iflue. 
(1 Sam. i. 10.) Let me intreat you to imitate theſe 
excellent Examples ; frequently bend your Knees, and 
more frequently lift up your Heart, to the Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Conſolation; not doubting, 
but that through the Merits of. his dear Son, through 
the Interceſſion of your compaſſionate High-Prieſt, 
He will hear your Petitions, will comfort you under all 
your Tribulations, and make them all work together for 
your infinite and eternal Good. 


In the mean Time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray, that the 
God of all Power and Grace, may vouchſafe to bleſs 
THESE CONSIDERATIONS, and render them as Balm to 
your aching Heatt, and as Foed to the divine Life in 
Vox. II. D d your 
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your Mind. 1 am, dear Sir, with much Eſteem, 
Compaſſion, and Reſpect, 
Your very we Well-iſher, Sc. 


— — 
LETTER CXXXI. 


On Fletcher's purple Nand, with a Quotation from it. 
Mien, Oct. 19, 1758. 


| My dear Friend, 
OU ſome Time ago ſent me a Poem with which 
I was. much delighted, notwithſtanding the un- to 
couth Metre and obſolete Words; I mean Fletcher's pe 
Purple Jland*, to which were ſubjoined ſeveral other me 
of his poetical Pieces; one particularly I remember to thi 


his Brother G. Fletcher, on his Poem intitled, Chri/'s in 
Victory in Heaven and on Earth ; and his Trans over, = 


and after Death. Ex 

I happened to mention Fletcher to a Gentleman lately, inc 
who has ſince lent me this very Poem, which I longed Ki 
to ſee as the Title pleaſed me ſo. much. —He tells me * 
that Phineas Fletcher was not only an excellent Poet tai 


himſelf, and the Son of a Poet (namely of Fobn Fletcher, AM, 
a celebrated dramatick Writer in the Reign of Queen | 


Elizabeth) but Brother to. #wo eminent Poets, of which 2 
this G. Fletcher was one, and a young Student at Cam- — 
bridge, when he wrote this Poem. 5 


I wiſh any Bookſeller could be prevailed with to re- Pla 
print The Purple Wand, and add to it Cbriſt's Victory, ing 
. Pole Tfland, or Ils of Many wrote by Phineas Pletcher. 
485 * ts 5 &c, 2 I 
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&c. in one neat Volume. —T believe it would fell, if | 


E 7 reviſed, and altered.— It grieves me to think 
ces ſhould be loft to the World, and be for 


ever buried in Obſcurity. 


I have folded down ſeveral Paſſages i in chris: s Victory 
and Triumpb, for your Inſpection; and if they meet 
with your Approbation, I hope you will join your In- 
tereſt with mine in endeavouring to preſerve the Work 
from periſhing.— The Purple Tan is to be ſure a 
fuperior Poem, and abounds with piurgſque, uſeful, 
and friking Sentiments ; but with bat you are well 
acquainted, as it has ſo long been a Favourite with 
you. | 

I am now fo very ill, that I fearce think 1 ſhall live 
to fee the approaching * Chrifmas.—Had I been in 
perfect Health, and diſengaged from ether Employ- 
ment, I queſtion whether I ſhould not have retouched 
the Poetry, changed ſeveral of the obſolete Words, 
illuſtrated the obſcure Paſſages by occaſional Notes, 
and run the Riſque of publiſhing the Whole af my own 
Expence. To this I ſhould have been more particularly 
inclined, as there are ſo few Poems of the ſcriptural 
Kind, wrote by Men of Genius; though no Subjects 
can be equally ſublime and inſtruRive, or mote enter- 
taining ; witneſs Milton's Paradiſe Loft, and 5 8 


Mefiab. 


Could not Rivington get ſome one to ie theſe | 


neceſfary Alterations? Or if be does not care to en- 
gage in it, would not Dodficy undertake it, who is bim- 
ſelf a Poet, and very capable of abridging it in ſome 
Places, enlarging it in others, and thoroughly correct- 
ing the — Do you know Mr. hep Marton of 
Trinity College, Oxford, who tranſlated Virgil *—He is 


* Mr. Hervey died on Chrifma: Day, according to his own Suppo- 
fition, * 
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very capable of doing this; and as he is a Clergyman, 
I ſhould imagine he would think his Time well em- 
ployed, in thus contributing to our bad * 's 
Honour. 

Methinks. if a Subſcription to modes valiable 
Authors, and thus reſcue them from the Pit of Obli- 
vion was properly ſet on Foot by ſome Men of. Emi- 
nence, and the Propoſals well drawn up, it would meet 
with due Encouragement. I have often wondered, that 
ſuch an Attempt has never yet been made. How many 
excellent Books of the laſt Century are now out of 
Print, whilſt ſuch a Number of «/eleſs, and pernicious 

ritings are continually publiſhed. 


I now ſpend almoſt my whole Time, in reading and 
praying over the Bible. Indeed, indeed you can't con- 
ceive, how the Springs of Life in me ate relaxed, | and 
relaxing: What thou doeſt do quickly,” is for me a 
proper Admonition, as I am ſo apprehenſive of my 
approaching Diſſolution.— My dear Friend, attend to 
te the one Thing needful.— With 7his-I ſend you my 
Heart, its warmeſt good Wiſhes, and moſt tender 


Affections; and till it ceaſes to beat, I ſhall never ceaſe 


to pray for your abundant Happineſs, or to be, my 
dear Sir, 


Your ſincerely affectionate Friend, 
James HERVEV. 


Some of the Paſſages mentioned in the preceding 
Letter to. have been folded down by Mr. Hervey, were 


as follow : 


In the three following Stanzas, the Poet ſpeaks of 
Man as deſtitute of all Hope and Remedy without 
Chriſt. 


Should 
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Should any 7 himſelf for Safety fly ? 

The Way to ſave himſelf, (if any were) 
Is to fly from himſelf. —Should he rely 

Upon the Promiſe of his Wife? what there, 
Wat can he ſee, but that he moſt may fear 

A Siren, ſweet to Death ?—Upon his Friends ? 
Who what he needs, or what he hath not lends ! 
Or wanting Aid himſelf, Aid to another ſends. 


His Strength? 'Tis Duſt. His Pleaſure ? Cauſe of Pain. 
His Hope? Falſe Courtier.—Youth or Beauty ? brittle, 
Intreaty ? fond —Repentance ? late and vain. 
Juſt Recompence ? the World were all too little, 
Thy Love? He hath no Title to a Tittle. 
Hell's Force? in vain her Furies Hell ſhall gather. 


His Servants, Kinſmen, or his Children rather? 


His Child (if good) ſhall judge; if bad, ſhall curſe his 
Father. | "gp 


His Life? that b inge him to his End, and leaves him. 
His End ? that leaves him to begin his Woe. 
His Goods? What Good in that which ſo deceives him. 
His Gods of Wood? their Feet alas! are flow 
To go to help, which muſt be helpt to go. 
Honour, great Worth? ah, little Worth they be 
Unto their Owners.—Wit ! That makes him ſee, 
He wanted Wit, who thought he had it, ee * Thee. 


* another Place Repentance and Faith are thus de- 


ſcribed: 


SHE + in an Arbour ſat | 
Of thorny Briar, weeping her curſed State, 
And her before a haſty River fled, + | 
Which her blind Eyes with faithful Pennance fed, 
And all about, the Graſs with Tears hung down its Head. 


Her Eyes, tho blind Abroad, at Home kept ſaſt, 
Inwards they turned, and look'd into her Head, 

At which ſhe often ſtarted as aghaſt, 

To ſee ſo fearful Spectacles of Dread; 

And with one Hand her Breaſt ſhe martyred, 


® Chriſt. 7 Repemance. 
Dad 3 Wounding 
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Wounding her Heart the fame to mortify ; 
The other a fair Damſel “ held her by, 
Which if but once let go, ſhe + ſunk immediately. 


In another Place is ſhewn the Sufficiency of Chriſt 
and Impotency in Man. 


What hath Man done, that Man ſhall not undo - 
Since God to him is grown ſo near a- kin? 
Did his Foe lay him? He ſhall ſlay his Foe ; 
Has he loſt all? He all again ſhall win. 
Is Sin his Maſter ? He ſhall maſter Sin. 
Too hardy Soul with Sin the Field to try, 
The only Way to conquer was to fly, 
But thus long Death hath liv'd, and now Death Self mal 
die. 


Chriſt is a Path, if any be miſled, 
He is a Robe if any naked be; 
If any chance to hunger, he is Bread; : 
If any be a Bondman, he is free. 
If any be but weak, how ſtrong is he? 
To dead Men, Life he is; to ſick Men, Health ; 
To blind Men, Sight ; and to the Needy, Wealth 3: 
A Pleaſure without Loſs;—2 Treaſure without Stealth. 


Deſpair, Preſumption, Vain- Glory, &c. &c. are per- 
ſonified in different Parts of the Poem; but the pre- 
ceding and following Stanzas, will be ſufficient to give 
the Reader an Idea of it; and therefore, it would be 
unneceſſary to quote all che Paſſages to which Mr. 
Hervey had referred. 


Ere long they came near þ to a baleful Bow'r, 
© | "Much like the Mouth of that infernal Cave, 
Which gaping Rood all Comers to devonr, 
Dark, doleful, dreary, like a greedy Grave 
That ſtill for Carrion Careafes doth crave. 


® Falth, >: 4 ban. t The Habitation of 
_ deſcribed, L 


The 
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The Ground no Herbs but venomous did bear, 
Nor ragged Trees did leaf, but every where 
Dead Bones, and Skulls were caſt, and Bodies * were. 


pon the Roof the Bird of Sorrow ſat 

Keeping back joyful Day with her ſad Note, 
And through the ſhady Air the fluttering Bat 

Did wave her leathern Sails, and blindly float, 

While with her Wings the fatal Screech-Owl ſmote 
Th' unbleſſed Houſe, there on a craggy Stone 
CELANO * hung, and made a direful Moan, 

And all about the murdered Ghoſts did ſhriek and groan. 


Like cloudy Moon-ſhine in ſome ſhadowy Grove, 
Such was the Light in which Dxsram did dwell, 
Bat he himſelf with Night for Darkneſs ſtrove, | 
His black uncombed Locks diſhevell'd fell 
About his Face; thro' whic as Brands of Hell 
Sunk in his Skull, his ſtaring Eyes did glow, 
Which made him deadly look ;—their Glimpſe did ſhow 
Like Cockatrices N that Sparks of Poiſon throw. 


Now he would dream that he from Heav'n fell, 
And then would ſnatch the Air, afraid to fall ; 
And now he thought he ſinking was to Hell, 
And then would graſp the Earth; and now his Stall 
To him ſeem'd Hell, and then he out would cw: 
And ever as he crept would ſquint alide, 
Leſt he ſhould be dy Fiends from Hell e py'd, 
And forc'd alas ! in Chains for ever to 


Chriſt's Triumph over Death by his . on 
the Croſs. 
A Tree was firſt the Inſtrument of Strife, 
Where Eve to Sin her Soul did proſtitute z 


A Tree is now the Inſtrument of Life, 
- Tho' ill that Trank, and Chriſt's fair Body ſuit; 
Ah, curſed Tree ! and yet oh bleſſed Fruit! 


* One of the Harpyes—See Virgil, Av. III. 
Tnfule Tonio in mayne: quae dire CHL & N, 
Hare gue colunt alie. | 
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That Death to him, this Life to us doth give ; z 
Strange is the Cure, when Things paſt Cure revive, 
And the Phyſician dies to make his Patient live. 


Chriſt's Triumph over Death by his Paſſion i in the 
Garden, 


So may we oft a tender Father ſee, 
To pleaſe his wanton Son; his only Joy, 
Coaſt all about to catch the roving Bee, 
And, ftung himſelf, his buſy Hands employ 
To fave the Honey for the gameſome Boy: 
Or from the Snake her rancorous Teeth eraze, 
Making his Child the toothleſs Serpent chace, 
Or with his little Hands her ſwelling Creſt embrace. 


Thus Chriſt himſelf to watch and Sorrow gives, 
While dew'd in eaſy leep dead Peter lies; 

Thus Man in his own Grave ſecurely lives, 
While Chriſt alive with thouſand Horrors dies ; 

- Yet more for ours than his own Pardon cries ; 

No Sins he had, yet all our Sins he bare ; 

So much doth God for others Evils care, 

And yet ſo careleſs Men for their own Evils are. 


The Treachery of Judas 18 thus repreſented ; 


. See drowſy Peter, ſee where Judas wakes, 
/ Where Judas kiſſes him whom Peter flies; 
O Kiſs, more deadly than the Sting of Snakes ! 
Falſe Love more hurtful than true Injuries! 
Ah me! how dearly God his Servant buys ! 
For God his Man at his own Blood doth hold, 
And Man his God, for thirty Pence hath ſold : | 
So Tin for Silver goes, and Dunghill Droſs for Gold. 


The Spirits of juſt Men made perſect, are very 
IT poctically deferibed in the following Stanza: 


No Sorrow now hangs clouding on their Brow ; 

No bloodleſs Malady empales the Face; 
No Age drops on their Hairs his Silver Snow; 1 
; 0 
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No Nakedneſs their Bodies does embaſe ; 
No Poverty themſelves and theirs diſgrace 
No Fear of Death the Joy of Life devonrs ; 
No unchaſte Sleep their precious Time deflow'rs ; 
No Loſs, no Grief, no Change wait on their winged Hours. 


LETTER n 
On Houbigant's Criticiſms on Scripture. 


W:fton- Favell, March 19, 1755. 
My dear Friend, 


Good while ago I received your kind Letter, and 
this Week your valuable Parcel. I confeſs my- 
ſelf obliged to your Candor, as well as to your Judg- 
ment, for excuſing me, though I have not abſolutely 
acquieſced in all your Remarks; as well as for giving 
me many excellent Correctiom, which I have moſt 
thankfully adopted. I hope what I have written con- 
cerning Faith, will occaſion ſome calm and friendly 
Debates; I want to have that Subject ſifred, cleared, 
and ſtated. I muſt own, I am ſtrongly inclined to fide 
with our Reformers ; I cannot but think they adhere to 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel. Chriſt 'died for me, 
ſeems to be the Faith preached and taught by the 
Apoſtles. —I have not had Time to peruſe Mr. **, nor 
your Manuſcripts ; you can hardly imagine, how my 
Time is engroſſed, and my weak Spirits almoſt over- 
bore, partly by reviſing the Work for a new Edition, 
which is put to the Preſs, —partly by anſwering a 
Variety of Letters, ſent to me on Occaſion of the Pub- 
| lication ; ſome of which cenſure, ſome approve of the 
Performance. 


I have 
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I have read with great Pleaſure, your ſhort Chro- 


nicle ; have ſent it to Mr. Met Browne, and received 
it again: Hope you ean ſpare it, till I peruſe it a 
ſecond Time. 

I have lately been preſented with a magnificent and 
coſtly Hebrew Bible, in four Volumes Folio, publiſhed 
by Father Houbigant, with whith He has intermixed the 
Apocryphal Greek Books, ſtyled by him Deutero-Cano- 
nici: Have you ſen this Work, or heard its Charac- 
ter? The Author has ſubjoined Notes to each Chapter, 
which are employed chiefly in vindicating his Altera- 
tions of the Text. He is a bold enterprizing Writer, 
takes great Liberties with the ſacred Text, and makes 
very many Alterations ; often withoat the Authority of 
any Manufcript, purely from his own critical Judgment, 
or critical Conjecture. —If at any Time, you haye a 
Mind to know his Opinion upon any difficult Text, I 
will either tranſcribe it in his own Words, or give you 
the Subſtance of it in Engliſh. 

_ His Interpretation of Cen. xxii. 14. puts me in Mind 
of an Expreſſion in your ſhart Chronicle. —< It is my 
Opinion, Abraham had never ſo clear a Sight of the 
Day of Chriſt as at this Time.” I fancy, you will not 
be diſpleaſed with a Copy of the learned Jeſuit's Criti- 
ciſm. *© Vocavit Nomen loci ejus NN FINv Domi- 
nus videbitur. Non videtur ne ab futuro HN aber- 
remus. Non videbit, non modo quia non additur quid 
ſit Deus viſurus, ſed etiam quia in tota illa viſione, 


Hominis eſt videre, Domini videri; propter quam 


. cauſam Deus Locum iſtum mox nomine Viſionis inſig- 
niebat. Nimirum Deus Abrahamo id oftendit, quod 
Abraham vidit & gaviſus eſt, ſeu Filium Promiſſionis 
unigenitum pro humano Genere Victimam olim futu- 
ram. Atque hoc illud eſt, quod Memoriæ ſempiternæ 
Arabam conſecrabat, cum ita ſubjungeret, Hodie in 


Monte Dominus videbitur; illud Hodie ſic accipiens, 
ut 
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ut accepit Paulus Apoſtolus illud Davidis, Hodie i 
Vocem ejus audieritis; quod Hodie tamdiu durat, 
quamdiu Sæcula illa durabunt, de quibus Apoſtolus, 
donec Hodie cognominatur. Errant, qui ſic interpre- 
tantur, quaſi Moſes renarret uſurpatum ſuo tempore 
Proverbium. Nam fi fic erit, non jam docebit Mra- 
ham, cur huic loco nomen fecerit, Dominus videbitur ; 
quam tamen Nominum Notationem in facris Paginis 
non omittunt ii, quicunque Nomina rebus imponunt. 
Quod contra plane docebit Abrabam, fi de eo Moſes 
fic narrat, vocavit Nomen loci hujus, Deus videbitur 
nam dixit, in Monte Deus videbitur.” —This is a 

and delightful Senſe ; would bid fair for Prefer- 
ence, if it could be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed But, be- 
ſides other Things which might be objected to this In- 
terpretation, it ſeems probable that the Lord did not 
appear to Abrabam, only called to him R&*p11.—Chriſt 
ſays of Abraham, that he ſaw, not his Perſon, but his 
Day; t ſignifies, I ſuppoſe, much the ſame as *17 
5997 the Remarkables, ra £imionjupe in any one's Life. 
He ſaw by Faith his Incarnation, Obedience, Death, 
all- ſatisfying Atonement, c. Is not this the Ny 
of our Lord? 


Now I am upon the Subject of difficult Texts and 
exact Interpretations, let me deſire your Opinion of 
Ja. xxx. 18. I have generally looked upon it, as a 
Declaration and a Diſplay of God's infinitely free 
Grace, and profuſely rich Goodneſs, The great Vitringa 
conſiders it in quite a different Light.“ Moram tra- 
het 5M Jehovah” (are his Words)“ in Gratia vobis 
facienda.”—For which Senſe he adds the following 
Reaſon ; © _ Delicti Gravitas repentinam Gratiam 
non ferebat, ſecundum Rationes Juſtitiæ divine.” — 


The next Clauſe he thus explains ; © Propterea , 


i. e. exaltabitur Juices & Juſtitia, antequam Gratiam 
in vos exerceat,” ——Houbigant on this Verſe does nothing 
more 
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more than offer a ſmall Alteration, for Y he would 
read (Mw præſtolabitur, that this Verb may correſpond 
with the preceding MIT. 


I propoſed to have cloſed the Plan of Theron and 
Apa, with an explicit and pretty copious Treatiſe on 
Evangelical Holineſs or Obedience; and to have ſhewn 
my true Believer in his dying Moments. If. your 
Thoughts ſhould happen to take ſuch a Turn, be ſo 
good, dear Sir, as to ſuggeſt, what you think the moſt 
adviſeable and advantageous Way of managing this 
important Point.— This would moſt effectually ſtop the 
Mouths of Arminians, and be the beſt Security againſt 
the Abuſes of Antimonians. I could wiſh, if it were 
the Lord's Will, that I might live to furniſh out one 
more Volume of this Kind, and then — Aſanum de 
Tabula. 


As the new Edition is partly finiſhed, and the Preſs 
proceeding at a great Rate, and as there will be ſome 
few Emendations, you will give me Leave to preſent 
you with a Sett of what I hope, will be leaſt imperfect. 
Till this Edition 1s finiſhed, Jet me be your Debtor in 


point of Promile ; and in point of Affection and Gra- 


titude I will be your Debtor, ſo long as I am, 
IAuxs Hervey. 
— — 
LETTER CXXXIII. 
On ide ſame Subject. 


May 21, 1755. 
Dear Sir, | 


M Y Letters to you muſt always begin with Thanks, 
and will generally cloſe with Inquiries, 
I am 
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I am quite a Proſelyte to your guarded and ſober 
Method of uſing the Hebrew Manuſcript; though I 
talked ſome. Time ago, with an Adept in the ſacred 
Language, and a moſt. devout Student of God's Word, 
who would not ſo much as hear of Alterations, from 
any Authority, or any Account whatever; Corrections 
in an inſpired Book, were to him little better than 
Sacrilege: The preſent Copy of the Bible, he appre- 
hended, was in no Degree, not even a ſingle Jot or 


Tittle, wrong. I ſubſcribe your Reaſons for rejecting 


Father Houbigant's, and in not admitting Mr. Kennicott's 
Expoſition of the Hebrew Adagy, NN MIN. 

I ſhall treaſure up your Remark on the Relative WR, 
and wiſh you had the deſigning or the ſuperintending 
of the Cuts, which, the Printer of Mr. Szackbouſe's 
Hiſtory of the Bible, ſays, coſt eight Hundred Pounds. 
I am delighted with your Interpretation of Jaiab xxx. 
18. What a charming Repreſentation it gives us of 
the divine Long- ſuffering, tender Mercy, and profuſe 
Goodneſs! Oh! that I might live under the clear 
Manifeſtation of theſe lovely PerfeCtions ! 

In P/al. xxxvi. 1. Houbigant would read 135 inſtead 
of 29, and thus tranſlates the Clauſe, . Loquitur 
impius juxta Improbitatem quæ eſt in medio cordis 
ejus.“ 

Inſtead of I, Pſal. exxxiii. 3. he would. introduce 
Ivey, and juſtifies his Alteration from Deut. iv. 48. 
Did you ever obſerve this Paſſage, and compare it with 
the Text under Conſideration ?— 

P/al. Ixviii. 16. for (92 N he would ſubſtitute 18 
M. Mone pinguis,” which Alteration he thus ex- 
plains, and thus vindicates. © Eſt mons Dei, Mons 


Sion, in quem aſportatur Arca Fœderis; qui mons, 


collatione facta cum cæteris Montibus, quorum Laus 


eſt Pinguedo ive Ubertas, laudatur ob <jus Pinguedi- 
nem; 
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nem; ex quo, videlicet, tempore eum Montem habitat 
Ille, qui pinguem fecit Domum Obed-Edom— Mons 
Altitudinum, altero in Membro, eſt Attributum Montis 
Sion, cæteris circum Montibus altioris. Itaque Mons 
Baſan nihil hic ad rem; præſertim cum de Monte Sion 
ea hoc in Pſalmo dicantur, propter que ille Mons fit 
Monti Sion longe anteponendus. 

« Gen. xx. 16. Ego dedi Fratri tuo Argenti mille 
Pondo, erit id tibi pro Velaminibus Oculorum, ſeu tui 
tidi aderunt, ſeu cæteri quicunque Homines, ne forte 
te concupiſcant. Hy, verbum pro verbo nam con- 
cupiſcibilis es ob tuam Pulchritudinem ; ex NH Arabico 
Verbo, Ducere Uxorem vel Ejus Matrimonium ambire.” 
Don't you think, this Method of deducing the Senſe 
of Hebrew Words, from the preſent Arabic, is pre- 
carious ? If we knew the preciſe Signification which 
Arabic Words bore in the Days of Moſes, and oo 
Words were commonly ufed in that early Age, there 
would be ſurer Ground to proceed upon. But T ap- 
prehend the Arabic Language has undergone great Al- 
terations, and received great Improvements, ſince that 
Period. That Golius's Lexicon is no more the Arabic, 
uſed in the Time of Moſes, than Johnſon's Dictionary is 
the Eugliſb, ſpoke in the Days of Chaucer, 

My beſt Thanks for your Plan, I propoſed to follow 
the Track of Mr. Marfpail, in his Book entitled The 
Goſpel Myſtery of Santtification ; you are acquainted, I 
preſume, with this valuable Piece of ſpiritual and ex- 
perimental Divinity; Trrs, and Mr. Erftine's Sermons, 
led me into thoſe Notions of Faith, which are delivered 
in Dialogue xvi. If you have that Treatiſe, ( Marſballs 


I mean, ) I ſhould be much obliged for your Opinion of 


it. You aſk, how Houbigant reads Gen. xi. 32.— Thus 
—* Fueruntque Dies Thare annorum quadraginta quin- 
que ſupra centum.” This, he ſays, is according to 
the Samaritan Copy, and adds—& Cui Scriptioni ad- 
hærendum 
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herendum eſſe, notat Sam. Bochartus ; aliter enim cum 
Hebrzo Cod. pugnantia dicturum Stephanum Diaco- 
num, As vit. 4. Quod ſic probatur. Dictum fuit 
Ver. 26. Thare fuiſſe annorum 70, cum gigneret 
Abrahamum. Infra dicetur (Cap. xii. Ver. 4.) Abra- 
hamum fuifſe annorum 75, cum ex Haran in Canaan Lt 
profectus eſt. Ex quo efficitur ut Thare, tempore Wi 
ilius Profectionis, Annum ageret 145, atque adeo ut 1 
Thare, ſi quidem vixerit Annos 205, fuerit totos Annos 
60, huic Profectioni fuperſtes. Quæ cum ita ſint, non 

jam inte llgitur, quare Stephanus dixerit Abrahamum 
fuiſſe, Mortuo jam T hare, in Chanaan profectum. Aut 
fallitur Stephanus, aut Statuendum cum Sam. Codice, 
non plus vixiſſe Thare, quam Annos 145. Nam per 
eum Numerum, Libri Geneſis cum Stephano Diſcordia 
conciliatur. Erroris Fontem aperuit Bochartus, in lol 
liters Þ 100, pro O 40, exarati. Erroris Fons eo Ma- ji 


nifeſtior, quad in Codicibus Germanicis litera p pede lh 
hoc modo decurtato p, fere ſimilis eſt Literæ 9.“ His | i: 
marginal Reading of Exod. xii. 40. is thus.—According {2 


to the Samaritan Text,: H SISA) (825 Den 1220 lit 
De r N RW 152 22D). Which he thus cranſ- 7 
lates (for his Hebrew Text is conformed to the common | 
Standard, and only in the Tranſlation his Corrections 10 
are introduced.) Commoratio autem filiorum Iſrael, 
& Patrum corum qui in Terra Canaan & in Terra 
ZEgypti habitärunt, fuit, &c.“ In his Note on this | 
Paffage he refers the Reader to his Prolegomena; where 
after he has proved, that by admitting the Samaritan [ 


Reading, Difficulties otherwiſe inextricable, are cleared 
up and removed, he takes to Taſk Grotius, Le Clerc, 
and Buxtorf. You will perhaps be willing to ſee his 
Manner, which on many Occafions is like the Scelerata 
Sinapis, ſharp as Muſtard. © Non incommode, in- 1 
quiebat Grotius, fic explicatur : Exilium illud /Egypti- . ol 
acum duraſſe uſque ad Annum 430, ex quo Deus Abra- kt 
; 2 hamo |: | 

: | 
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hamo præſignificaverat. In qua Grotiani explicatione 
Grotium deſidero. Num exilium erat Ægyptiacum, 

tum cum Deus Abrahamo præſignificabat? Vel cui 
perſuadebat Grotius Moſen hec verba, ex quo Deus 
Abrahamo præſignificaverat, cùm dicere vellet, omiſiſſe? 
Que verba cum ſuo marte Grotius, & ſacrà Pagina 
in vita, inferciat, num huic potius credemus, ut ea verba 
omiſerit Moyſes, ſine quibds intelligi non poſſet, imo 
ſecum ipſe pugnaret, quam Samaritanis, quorum dili- 
gentia commonemur Judæos Scribas fuiſſe negligentes ? 
Sed audiendus Joan. Clericus. Malim, inquit, axups- 
ac in Maſoretico Codice agnoſcere, quam Mendum. 
Vigilas, Clerice, cum hæc loqueris? Negas Hebr. in 
Volumine eſſe Mendum, hoc eſt, Erronem a ſcribis 
Judæis profectum; eò potiùs inclinas, ut fit axvponoyia, 
hoc eſt, Moſis ipſius in temporibus notandis Indili- 
gentia ? Egregiam profecto Indiligentiam, ut Moyſes 
ſcripſerit Annos 430, cum ſcribere debuiſſet Annos 215, 
eo præſertim loco, in quo Tempora tam diligenter notat 
Moſes, ut non modò Annos computet, ſed ipſum etiam 
ponat Anni menſem, menſiſque ipſum Diem. Quid 
- Buxtorfium dicemus, non modo, ut cæteri Interpretes, 
htc tergiverſantem, ſed etiam plane negantem, fuiſſe hic 
quidquam à Judzis ſcribis Omiſſum? Heus tu Bux- 
torfi! Illamne fuiſſe Moſis Scriptionem putas, qua Moſes 
Moſi contradicat, & aperte mentiri videatur ? videatur 
ſane, inquit ; ſed nihil quidquam amplius Moſen Scrip- 
ſiſſe mihi quidem conſtat. Quonam igitur pacto, Bux- 
torfi, Moſen cum Moſe conciliabis? Non conciliabo, 
inquit, ſi non potero, ſed veto in Hodierno Cod. Heb. 
quidquam addi & ſuppleri. Quid ita? Quia, inquit, 
Codices Heb. omnes hic conſentiunt & illud Addita- 
mentum ignorant. Quod fi autem Scribe alicujus lapſu, 
vel etiam plurium excidifſet, non potuiſſet id fieri in 
omnibus exanplaribus, ſed Buxtorfium nunc linquimus, 
Buxtorfianaſque nugas, quoniam eas ſumus non n 
. 2 09 


MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. ry 


poſt confutaturi.” I intended to have laid before you 
a Specimen of his very bold, and I fear, raſh Attempts 
upon the ſacred Texts; but theſe I muſt defer, till I 
have the Pleaſure of fubſcribing myſelf, on another 


Paper, 


Your moſt obliged, 
And truly affectionate Friend, 
J. Hzavey., 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
On the public Service. —Remarks on ſeveral Books. 


Dear Sir, 
12 Mr. E's Sermon for no other Reaſon, than 
to prevent its going into other Hands. I am aſhamed 
and ſorry to ſee, that ſo celebrated a College as 
ſhould ſend out ſuch a Teacher of Divinity. However, 
I muſt acknowledge one Excellence in this Gentleman: 
He acts prudently at leaſt, in not over-loading his Pages 
with Quotations from Scripture. Thoſe ſtubborn prag- 
matieal Things might, perhaps, have riſen up, ſtared 
him in the Face, and confronted his Notions. Mr. ** 
he rightly judges, will ſerve his Turn, much better 
than St. Paul. Who is Philalethes * Ceftrienfis ? I ſee 
nothing valuable in his Work, but what comes from the 


* Philalethes Ceftrienſit, is the feigned Name of a Gentleman, 
who wrote the Book Mr. Hervey here mentions, intitled, An In- 
partial Enquiry into the Nature of that Faith which is required in the 
Gofpel,” as neceſſary to Salvation : in which is briefly ſhewn, upon what 
righteons Terms Unbelievers may become true Chriſtians, and the 


Cafe:of-the-Peifts is reduced to a ſhort Iſſue. The Motto is, 
I ih, Fiat font omnia opera ques dtligit Daus. 
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Paper-mill and the Printing-preſs ; the Paper and Type 
are indeed very beautiful. What a wild Propoſition is 
that, Page 124, namely “ that by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ve underſtand the Perſuaſion of the Mind, that Jeſus 
Chriſt was ſent from God to redeem, and to inftrus 
Mankind.” At this rate, the very Devils are endued 
with the Spirit of our God: They believe with this 
Perſuaſion of the Mind, that the Chriſtian Revelation 
is true —Amidſt ſo many palpable Errors, who ſhall 
lead us into Truth? He, that is our gracious Maſter, 
and our wonderful Counſellor. Dear Sir, let us look 
unto Him, that he may, according to his Promiſe, guide 
us continually.— Next to the holy Word of God, let 
us ſtudy Marſhall on Sanctiſicatiun. For my Part, I am 
never weary of reading that incomparable, and moſt 
comfortable Book. 

Are you, dear Sir, always thinking, how Good may 
be done? I ſay with David; © The Lord God bf 
+ Abraham, Jaac, and of Jrael our Fathers, keep this 
for ever-in the Imagination of the Thoughts of the 
Heart of his Servant!“ 1 Chron. xxix. 18. 

As the publick Service of our Church is become ſuch 
a formal, lifeleſs Thing; and, as it is too generally 
executed by Perſons ſo dead to GoWlineſs in all their 
Converſation, I queſtion, whether it will be Operæ 
pretium, to publiſh the Exhortations to Miniſters and 
to a devout Attendance on the Church Service, which 
you propoſe. I ſhould much rather ſee from your Pen 
two or three lively, and animated Forms of Morning 
and Evening Prayer, with clear and ſhort Directions, 
- . how to pray aright, and a proper Method of daily Self- 
examination. This printed in a Halfpenny Pamphlet, 
we might give away to any Body, indeed to every Body: 
And if one in twenty, or even one in fifty proved ſuc- 
ceſsful, our Pains and Expence would be abundantly 
recompenſed. We ſhould alſo hereby have ſome Handle 
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to lay hold on hypocritical, ſelf-deceiving Souls. We 
might ſay, Neighbour, have you got thoſe Prayers by 
Heart? Do you conſtantly «/e them, and examine your- 
ſelf daily by thoſe Queſtions ?—Indeed, indeed, the 
Exhortations you propoſe, would only exaſperate the 
Clergy.— Tis dangerous to meddle with hem, or their 
Proceedings.—You are, I hope, in the Way of -Duty, 
and that is the Way of Peace and Safety. You may 
do much Good, by dropping a Word for Chriſt, on 
proper Occaſions. You don't know, how your Words 
are, by the Generality, regarded; and it is impoſſible 
for Tongue to tell, how kindly our condeſcending 
MasTER will take the /zaft Attempts, which proceed 
from the Love of his Name. 

I intend ſoon, to return Dr. Watts on the Love of God. 
—[ wiſh it was reprinted.—Pray did you ever read Dr. 
Delaune's Sermons? He was Preſident of St. John's 
College, Oxford; and famed, I am told, for being a moſt. 
accompliſhed Gentleman. He really has more of the 
Truth of the Goſpel in his twelve Sermons, than in all 
the polite Sermons I ever read in my Life. For my 
Part, I ſet no Store by our modern Diſcourſes ; nay, I 
can hardly bear to read ſuch inſipid, unc vangelical Ha- 


rangues. Much rather would I read an en in Tully, 


or a Diſſertation of Seneca's. 

When you can ſpare the Reverend Dr. Browne's 
Eſtimate, and likewiſe his two Sermons preached at the 
Cathedral Church of Carliſie in 1746, juſt favour me 
with a Sight of them. I preſume, they will not tell me 
of Jeſus, who was crucified ; therefore I ſhall-ſoon be 
ſatisfied with their Company; for though I may find 
ſome Amuſement from his fine Style, and ſtriking Sen- 
timents, yet I find 20 Conſolation in any Name, nor in 
any Thing, but only in the grand Propitiation and 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt — Thanks for Dr. Akenfide's Ode to the Country 

Ee 2 Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of England.—He wrote this with a very good 
Intention, and be! is certainly a Man of Genius; but to 
me this Ode reads ſomewhat flat: I fear, it will not 
rouſe and animate, like the Poems * of Tyrt.eus. | 

This probably will find you returned in Safety from 
your Journey.—When the Journey of Life is over, I 
hope we ſhall fit down together in everlaſting Reſt; 
and ſee his Glory, who endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed 
the Shame. Till then, and then much more, ſhall I be, 


Moſt affeCtionately your's, 
James Hervey. 


LETTER CXXXV. 


On preſenting his Theron and Aſpaſie. 


Dear Sir, __ 
Erewith I ſend you the new Edition of Theron and 
Apaſio. It deſires your Acceptance and your 
"hc that it may be for the Praiſe of the Glory of 
God's Grace in Chriſt, and for the Edification of his 

People in Faith and Holineſs. 

Tou will find Dialogue xvi. ſomewhat altered; and 
rendered, I hope, lets incorrect, than in the former Edi- 

tions: It contains the genuine Sentiments of my Heart: 
But if they recede a Hair's Breadth from the unerring 
Standard, if they differ in one Jot or Tittle from God's 

holy Word, in that Jot or Tittle, I moſt earneſtly wiſh, 
the World may not receive them, and that I myſelf may 


* Tyrteus was a Poet of Athens, who by his Poem, pronounced at 
the Head of the Army, inſpired the Spartans with ſo much Courage 
and Contempt of Death, that they obtained a glorious Victory. 
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have Grace to retraF them. What you meet with, that 
appears contrary to the aoyos vyins, aN , freely 
point out. This will pleafe, this will profit, and there- 
fore this will oblige, 


Dear Sir, your affectionate Friend, 
J. HERvxv. 
P. S. Tou will permit me to keep your Manuſcripts 


a little longer; one of them, the Scriptural Chronicle, 
a Perſon is "tranſcribing, May the bleſſed Jeſus tran- 


ſcribe his Word and his a on our Hearts ! 


„LETTER CXXXVI, 


Direction and Comfort to two condemned n 


My poor Fellow-Sinners, 


Received a Letter from you, and ſhould have viſited 
L you, but my Health is ſo much decayed; and m 
Spirits are ſo exceedingly tender, that I could not we 
bear the Sight of your Confinement, your Chains, and 
your miſerable Circumſtances, as I can hardly bear the 


Thoughts of your approaching Execution, and your ex- 


* This Letter was wrote from Wefton-Favell to two condemned 
Malefactors, in Northampton Goal, (namely, James Smart and Jofſepb 
Brown) about the Middle of Fuly, 1755. It may not be improper 
to add, that our Lord in pardoning the Thief on the Creſs in ſuch an 
extraordinary Manner, hath ſhewn us what he can do, that none 
may deſpair : But he hath likewiſe declared in his holy Word what 
He ordinarily wW1L L do, that none may preſume. He hath laing 


_ us, that without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ (He. 


Xi. 14.) And that every one ſhall receive the Things done in the 
Body, according to that He hath done, whether it be good, or bad.“ 
(2 Cor. v. 10. 
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treme Danger of everlaſting Deſtruction. But becauſe 1 
cannot come in Perſon, I have ſent you the following 
Lines, which I hope you will confider ; and which 1 
beſeech the God of all Grace to accompany with bis 
Bleſing. 

You have been already condemned at an earthly 
Tribunal; you are alſo condemned by the Law of God; 
for it is thus written, © Curſed is every one, that con- 
tinuech not in all Things that are written in the Bgok 
of the Law to do them *. If every Violation of the 
divine Law expoſes you to a Curſe, what a Multitude of 
Curſes are ready to fall upon your unhappy Souls !— 
And remember, this is not the Curſe of a mortal Man, 
but of the great, eternal, infinite God. If it was diſmal 
to hear an earthly Judge command you to be hanged by 
the Neck till you are pzap ; how much more terrible 
to hear the almighty Fudge, denounce that unalterable 
Sentence, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting 
Fire, prepared tor the Devil and his Angels . — Had 
you committed but one Sin, this would have been your 
deſerved Doom: *The Wages of Sin,“ of every Sin, 
te is Death 4. How much more of thoſe manifold 
Sins and multiplied Tranſgreſſions, of which your Con- 


ſciences muſt accuſe you !—You are foon to ſuffer the 


Puniſhment of the Gallows, and you are liable to the 
Vengeance of the moſt high God; for thus faith the 
holy Word, The Wrath of God is revealed from 
Heaven againft al! Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men §.“ If againſt all, and every Inſtance of 4 * 

lineſs, then how much more againſt yoyr Crimes, which 
have been of the moſt abominable and horrid Kind !— 

The Wrath of God! Tremendous Word! Who 
knoweth the Weight and Terror of his Wrath ? At 
his Rebuke the Rocks melt like Wax, the Earth 


'? Gal. ii, 10. f Matt, 3xv. 41. 1 Rom. vi. 23. $ Rom. i. 18, 
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is ſhaken out of its Place, and the Pillars of Heaven 
tremble. How then can you endure the Furiouſneſs 
of his Wrath, and the Severity of his Vengeance? 
And that, not for a Day, a Month, or a Year, but 
through all the Ages of Eternity! Yet this is the 
Doom of them, that know not God, and obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. © They ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction, from the Preſence 
of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power.” What 
can you do in this diſtreſſed Condition? What indeed | 
If you had a thouſand Years to live, you could not 
atone for one Offence. How then can you make Satis. 
faction for Millions of Provocations, in the Space of a 
few Days ?—Alas! you are loſt, utterly loſt, in your- 
ſelves irrecoverably loſt. May the God of all Power, 
make you /en/ible of your undone State ! ſenſible, that 
you are upon the Brink, the very Brink, of an amazing, 
an unfathomable Downfall. Perhaps you may fay, is 
there no Hope then? Is the Door of Heaven Hut, and 
without any Poſſibility of being opened to us? Muſt we 
fink into unquenchable Burnings ; and is there not fo 
much as a Twig for us to catch at? Yes, my poor 
Fellow-Sinners, there is not only a Twig, but a Tree, 
even the Tree of Life, a ſure Support, which if the 
Lord enables you to lay hold on, you may yet, even 
yet, be ſaved. Oh! beg of his wonderful Goodneſs 
to accompany what you are going to read, with his holy 
rit. 

Mun the all-glorious Son of God, pitied the de- 
plorable Caſe of ſuch Sinners. He not only pitied, but 
reſolved to ſuccour and relieve them. For this Purpoſe 
HE came into the World, and was made Man. Nay 
more, he came into the Place, and ſtood in the Stead 
of Sinners. —Becauſe we had broke the Commandments 
of the Law, He fulfilled them in all their Perfection. 
Becauſe we deſerved * Puniſhmeng of the Law, He 

e 4 ſuſtained 
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ſuſtained it in its utmoſt Extremity.— He became poor, 
and had not where to lay his Head, though Heaven 
and Earth were all his own.—He ſubmitted to Scorn 
and Reproach, though all the Angels of God are bidden 
to worſhip Him. Nay, He was condemned to Death, 

the moſt ſhameful and tormenting Death, far more 
ſhameful, and unſpeakably more tormenting, than the 
Death, which you muſt ſhortly undergo. He ſuffered 
unknown Pangs in his Body, and inconceivable Anguiſh 
in his Soul, from the Indignation of God. In a Word, 

He ſuffered all that Shame, all that Torment, all that 
Vengeance, which the unnumbered Sins of the whole 
World deſerved. Here then is your Door of Hope.— 
Sins are borne by Chriſt, and though there be much 
Iniquity, ce there is no Condemnation to them who are. 


in Chriſt Jeſus “.“ Wrath is borne by Chriſt, ſo 


that Sinners who deſerve eternal Vengeance, are recon- 
ciled to God, and ſaved from Wrath through Him . 
A Righteouſneſs is wrought by Chriſt, .a. perfect and 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, ſuch, as brings incomparably 
greater Hear to God's Law, than all our Tranſgreſ- 
ſions brings Diſbonour. By all this He has merited, 
and obtained a full Deliverance, and a complete Re- 
demption.—Are you not ready to cry out- O bleſſed 
Saviour! O precious Redemption] What a Happineſs, 
if we might be intereſted in this Saviour, and partake of 
this Redemption! Millions of Worlds for ſuch a Bleſſing! 
—You need not give Millions of Worlds, no, nor 


any individual Thing, Theſe Bleſings are given freely 


te without Money and without Price,” without any de- 
ſerving Qualifications in us. All, who are juſtified, 
are juſtified Freely through the Redemption, that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus.” —But we are Sinners, vile Sinners ; we 
have not only Nothing good, but much and grievous 


® Rom, viii 1. + Rom, v g, 10. 


Guilt, 
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Guilt.— The Lord convince you of this more and more 
yet remember for whom Chriſt died, © He died for the 
Ungodly.” —W hat ſays St. Paul? © In due Time Chriſt 
died for the Ungodly *.”—He died for the Unjuſt.—- 
What ſays St. Peter? © Chriſt hath once ſuffered for 
Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuft f. What ſays our Lord 
himſelf? «© The Son of Man is come to ſave that, which 
was /ot.””—Are you not ungodly Men? are you not unjuft 
Perſons ? are you not /oft Creatures? For ſuch, even 
for ſuch the divine Jeſus died. Wonderful Love ! 
adorable Compaſſion ! The Lord enable you to /ay hold 
on this Hope ſet before you Perhaps, you may ſay 
We are not only Sinners, but the chief. of Sinners.— — 
Oh that you were convinced of this! To be the chief 
of Sinners, makes you unpardonable before Men; but 
this 1s no Difficulty with Chriſt, and ſhould be no 
Hindrance, of your coming to Chriſt. Chriſt's Merit 
and ' Righteouſneſs are infinite. They are as able to 
fatisfy for a Debt of ten thouſand Talents, as for a Debt 
of a ſingle Farthing. Hear what the Scripture faith. 
upon this Subject, „ This is a faithful Saying, and 

worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 
the World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief F.” 

He came not to ſave Sinners only, but the very chief of 
Sinners. And he is able to fave them to the very utter- 
moſt.— But our Sins are heinous, they have been often 

repeated, and long continued in. What ſays the Apoſtle? 

« The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin.“ 
Another Apoſtle declares, © by Him,” by the divinely ex- 

cellent Redeemer, © all, that believe, are juſtified from 

all Things, from all Accuſations, be they ever ſo nu- 

merous; from all Iniquities, be they ever ſo enormous.“ 
Nay, fo wonderfully efficacious is the Power of his 

Death, that, © through his great Atonement, Sins, which 


„ Rom. v. 6. + 1 Pet. ii. 12. 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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are as Crimſon, are made white; white as Snow“. 


But will Chriſt vouchſafe this great Salvation to s ? 
Hear his own Words, © He, that cometh to me for Pardon 
and Salvation, I will in no wiſe caft out. Be his Guilt 
ever ſo great, this ſhall be no Bar. I will not on any 


Conſideration reject, or deny his Suit. Only let him 


come as a poor, undone Creature, and he ſhall find me 


willing, and mighty to fave ; nay, he invites you to come. 


Theſe are his gracious Words, Come unto me, all ye, 


that labour and are heavy laden,” heavy laden with Sin 


and Miſery, and I will give you Reft .“ TI will de- 
liver you from going down into the Pit, I will deliver 


you from the Vengeance of eternal Fire. Al your Sins 


ſhall be upon me, and all my Righteouſneſs ſhall be 
upon you.—Go to a great Man on Earth, beg of him 
to uſe his Intereſt in your Behalf; He would ſcorn to 


take Notice of you. But your dear, tendeg, compaſ- 


ſionate, moſt condeſcending Saviour, invites you to 
some to him, and aſſures you he will not abhor, nor caſt 
you out. —Go to your earthly Judge, intreat him on your 
bended Knees, to pardon you.— He, perhaps cannot, 
muſt not: The Laws forbid him. But it is not ſo with 
Jeſus Chriſt, He has made a full Satisfaction for Sin: 
He has made an infinite Atonement for Sin; and were 
your Sins ten thouſand thouſand Times greater than 
they are, before the Power of his Death they would all 


vaniſh away; by the waſhing of his Blood, they would 


all be as though they had never been. 


This then ſhould be the one Defire of your Souls, 


your inceſſant Prayer to God, that you may come to 


Chriſt, that you may believe in Chriſt, that you may be 


found in Chriſt : Then you will not periſh, though you 
deſerve it, but have everlaſting Life, through his Name ; 
then you will have juſt the ſame Foundation for your 


® Ifai, i. 18. | + Matt. xi. 28. 
Hope, 
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Hope, as I muſt myſelf have when I ſhall depart. this 
Life: When I ſhall be ſummoned to the great Tribunal, 
what will be my Plea, what my Dependence ? Nothing 
but Chrift ! Chriſt, would I ſay, has been wounded for 
my Sins, therefore they will not be puniſhed in me. 
Chriſt has fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in my Stead, there- 
fore I truſt to be juſtified when I am judged. I am a 
poor unworthy Sinner, but worthy is the Lamb, that 
was flain, for whoſe Sake I ſhall receive both pardoning - 
Mercy, and everlaſting Glory. This is my only Hope; 
and this 1s as free for you, as it is for your Friend and 
Fellow-Sinner, | | 
Jamzs Hervey. 


P. S. What J have written, I ſhall beg of God to 
Bleſs ; and will attend you with my Prayers, though I 
cannot viſit you in Perſon. 


LETTER CXXXVIL 


The Plan of Supplement to his Theron and Aſpaſio. 


| Weiton- Favell, Sept. 10, 1755. 
My dear Friend, 


O may juſtly wonder, that I have not acknow- 
ledged the Favour of your laſt, long before this. 
Do me the Juſtice to believe, that it 1s not owing to 
the leaſt Diſeſteem of your Correſpondence, or any In- 
ſenfibility of your Kindneſs. I hope my Heart is, 
though ſadly depraved, yet ſincerely grateful; and I 
am ſure, I eſteem your Letters as Treaſures: Though 
I deſtroy almoſt all I receive, every one of your's is 
preſerved, Let me, therefore, earneſtly beg that = 
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will not follow my Example, but ſuffer your Letters to 
be much more ſpeedy in their Arrival than mine.— 
You would more eaſily excuſe me, if you knew me. 
The Graſhopper is a Burden to me. Every Blaſt blows 
me down, or my continual Indiſpoſition and incon- 
ceivable Languors pierce through me: I now hang a 
ſwelled Face over my Paper; occafioned only by 
taking the Air Yeſterday in my Chair, and finding a 
ſharper Atmoſphere, than for many Weeks I had been 
accuſtomed to. Pray ior me, dear Sir, that, eſtabliſhed 
in Chriſt, and ftrong in his Faith, I may be looking 
for, and haſting to the coming of the Day of God ; 
when this poor, enervated, crazy Body will (to the 
everlaſting Glory of free Grace) be made like unto 
Chriſt's glorious Body. 

T live'with my Mother and a | Siſter : Our Method i is 
every Morning at Nine, when we breakfaſt, to read a 
Verſe or two from the Bible, and make it the Subject 
of our Converſation. The other Day, we were read- 
ing in Pſalm Ixxxiv. 4. Immediately a Doubt aroſe in 
my Mind, how the Fact, which is here affirmed, could 
poſſibly happen. Could the Sparrows, and Swallows 
build their Neſts, lay their Eggs, and hatch their 
Young, on God's Altar, which was every Morning and 
Evening ſtatedly, and I ſuppoſe many other Times in 
the Day occaſionally, ſurrounded by Crouds of Wor- 
ſhippers, on which the ſacred Fire was conſtantly burn- 
ing; and which was in a Manner covered with Flame 
and Smoke, whenever the Sacrifices (& were 
offered. Now to have Birds lay aſide all their Fear of 
Man, their greater Dread of Fire, and make ſuch an 
Altar their Houſe, is ſtrange, is ſcarce credible, and 
muſt, if true, be miraculous. — Conſulting Houbigant, 
I find, he was ſenſible of the Difficulty, and ſolves it, 
not from any Manuſcript, but from his own Invention, 
thus : 
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thus: Nos vero, ne Oratio trunca maneat, ſupplemus, 
ante PNNAID NR, bec duo Verba, Mo IR), Ego vere 
quando tandem, tacito Verbo TMs adero ad, quod ſalet 
reticeri. 

I have met with other bold Soest in this Commen- 
tator, which I want to ſubmit to your Examination. 
But theſe let me poſtpone, in order to deſire your 
Opinion concerning be Plan of my new Mort; which, 
with a weak Hand and deſponding Heart, I have 
fketched out, determined to try (though with very little 
Hope of being enabled to execute) reſting ſatisfied in 
this Perſuaſion, that the Iſſue of Things are in the 
Hand of the Lord, and He will fruftrate, or accom- 
pliſh, as he knows to be moſt expedient. 


The PLAN of the Supplement to Tatron and Aspaso, 


Pleaſure and Happineſs of Chriſt's Religion (for 1 
am of the ſame Mind with Mr. Marſhall in his Treatiſe 
ox Sanfification, namely, that we muſt partake of the 
Comforts of the Goſpel, before we can practiſe the 
Duties of the Law)—Theron oppreſſed with Fears, on 
Account of his numerous Sins. Diſcouraged with 
Doubts, on Account of his imperfect Obedience. 
The Cordials of the Goſpel re-adminiſtered, with ſome 
additional Spirit and Strength. Objections to Aſſurance 
of Faith ſtated, diſcuſſed, anſwered. Vital Holineſs; 
its Nature, Neceſſity, Excellency.—lts grand Efficient; 
the bleſſed Spirit—lts principal Inſtrument, true Faith, 
mixed with which, the Scriptures, the Lord's Supper, 
Prayer, the divine Promiſes, are powerful and effectual 
Means : diſunited from which, they are a dead Letter 
and inſignificant Ordinances. —The evangelical Princi- 
ples of Holineſs, ſuch as © I beſeech you, by the 
Mercies of God, ye are bought with a Price, ye are 
the Temples of the living God, Sc.“ —All theſe Pri- 
* though not hereditary, yet indefeaſible; or the 
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final Perſeverance of the Believer.—Our Friends part, 
renew their Correſpondence ; Theron deſires to glorify 
the God of his Salvation, aſks Advice concerning the 
beſt Method of Family Worſhip, educating Children, 
inſtructing Servants, edifying Acquaintance.—On each 
of theſe Particulars Appaſio ſatisfies his Inquiry, enlarges 
on the Subject of Education, eſpecially of Daughters ; 
as that ſeems to be moſt neglected, or the proper Way 
of conducting it at leaſt underſtood. Letter on the 
Covenant of Grace, compriſing the Subſtance, and 
being a Kind of Recapitulation, of the three foregoing 
Volumes.—Aſpafto ferzed with a ſudden and fatal Illneſs; 
«his Sentiments and Behaviour in his laſt Moments. 

If, dear Sir, you ſee any Thing in ibis Plan, which 
is improper, correct it; any Thing, which is defective, 
ſupply it; and if any Thoughts occur on any of the 
Topicks, be fo kind as to ſuggeſt them.— Pray have 
you ever ſeen a Book, lately preſented to me, and in- 
titled, The Marrow of modern Divinity *, with Notes 
by Mr. Baton? If you have ſeen it, you will not deny 
me the Satisfaction of knowing your Sentiments con- 
cerning it. Yeſterday a learned Miniſter (a Stranger) 
called upon me, and among other Subjects, we talked 
of that remarkable Paſſage in Jaiab, * She hath re- 
ceived of the Lord's Hand double for all her Sins.” 
What do you think is the exact Meaning of the Pro- 
phet? e is a peculiar Word. Houbigant tranſlates 
the Clauſe, Poftquam pro Peccatis ſuis Multis dedit Do- 
mino duplices Pænas; and ſuppoſes the two Captivities, 
Aſfrian and Roman, to be the double Puniſhment. My 
pious Viſitant referred it to the Satisfaction made by 


The thirteenth Edition was printed in 1745.—The Author en- 
deavours to reconcile and heal uuhappy Differences on ſeveral diſ- 
putable Points ; and writes in a plain familiar Style without Bitter- 
neſs againſt, or indecent Reflections upon others. 


Jeſus 


* 
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Jeſus Chriſt. I objected, that God, not the Church, 
received this. To which he replied, that the Church 
receives the Benefit of the Satisfaction; and the Expreſ- 
ſion might be ſynechdochical, the Thing purchaſed for 
the Thing purchaſing. This Interpretation, I fancy, 
would have been clearer and leſs exceptionable, if he 
had uſed the Word Puniſhment, inſtead of Satisfaction. 
Then, as Chriſt and the Church are one, his Sufferings 
might be called ber's, and his Righteouſneſs is reckoned 
ber's.—Vitringa gives a future Signification to the Verb 
po. She ſhall receive, not double Puniſhment, but 
double Bleſſings. Agrecably to that Doctrine taught by 
St. Paul, Where Sin hath abounded, Grace ſhall 
much more abound.”'—I ſhall be glad of your Opinion 
on this Point; glad of your Aſſiſtance in my purpoſed 

Work, and above all, glad of your fervent Prayers for, 


Dear Sir, your obliged, and faithful Fand, 


Jams HzRvzv. 


LETTER cxxxvm. 


Remarks on various Books. 


HANKS to my dear Friend for the Peruſal of 

Dr. Glynn's Poem, intitled, The Day Judgment. 
Tt is not void of Elegance and Spirit; but, methinks, 
it wants that Energy and Pathos, which on ſo intereſt- 
ing and ſolemn an Occaſion, ſhould awe, tranſport, and 
agitate our Souls, But the great Deficiency 1s, that it 
neglects to aſcribe proper Honour to Jeſus Chriſt. 
He is, indeed, Aigbriy mentioned, juſt at the Cloſe; 
but He ſhould have made the diſtinguiſhed Figure 
throughout the whole Piece. All J udgment is _ 
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mitted to Him. St. Paul calls the Day of Judgment; 
the Day of Chriſt. We muſt all ſtand before the 
Judgment-Seat of Chriſt ; then ſhall we behold the 
glorious appearing of the great God, even of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” But not @ Glimpſe of this is 
ſeen in Dr. Glynn's Poem. 


o you aſk, what I think of the polite * 
Sermon? It is a mere moral Eſſay, not a Sermon :—It 
wants the Light of Chriſt.— To ſpeak the Truth, I 
think it an errant Cyclops. 


 Menſtrum, horrendum, cui Lumen ademptum. 
A hideous, eyeleſs Monſter. Virgil Eu. B. III. 


From ſuch Preachers, and ſuch Sermons, good Lord 


deliver us! Is any Remedy for Sins comparable to the 
Blood, the Righteouſneſs, the Interceſſion of a divine 
Redeumer? Pity, ten thouſand Pities, ſo great a Man 
(for ſo the Author really is) ſhould not know, or ſhould 
totally overlook the grand Peculiarity of the Goſpel. It 
grieves me to think, ſuch unchriſtian Doctrine ſhould 
be thus propagated: If a fair Opportunity offers, 1 
would gladly bear my Teſtimony againſt ſuch enormous 
Perverſion of the Goſpel of Chrift. 

I cannot think the Manuſcript Sermon, which you 
have now ſent me, is of ſuch diſtinguiſhed Excellence, 
as to deſerve. a Publication. It does not ſeem calculated 
either to alarm, to comfort, or impreſs.— There is no- 
thing of the Orator, no ſearching Application, no 


ſtriking Addreſs. —The Preface is not ſo judicious as 1 


could wiſh, .it anticipates what is faid under the follow- 
ing Heads, and renders ſome Part of them tautological. 
The Text is not exhauſted, Of ſeveral emphatical 
Words no Notice is taken. © 7 ſay unto you, Ye 
ſhall in zo Caſe,” of the Kingdom of Heaven nothing 
particular is ſaid. Indeed, there is a Hint or two 1 

C 
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the Concluſion, referring to this Subje&; but too 
rambling, indiſtinct, and not with ſuch a Similarity to 
the Text as might be obſerved —The Preacher ſup- 
poſes all his Hearers to be of the /ame Character, and 
ranks them all in one Claſs. A Practice which diſcern- 
ing People will not admire; and which is hardly con- 
ſiſtent with the apoſtolical Rule, Rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth; or with our Lord's Direction, 
“To give each his Portion,“ ſuited to their reſpective 
States.—I love Mr. R*** as a worthy good bow but 
I declined the Office of reviſing his Sermon, becauſe I 


was ſenſible, I could not make it ſuch, as I ſhould chuſe 


to ſee printed. However, if it is printed, I heartily 
wiſh the Bleſſing of the Lord might attend it; that 


true Religion may be promoted, and immortal Souls 


edified. 


When the Pope is inſtalled, he is reminded of this 


moſt weighty Truth; Sane Pater, Dies Aternitatis 
cogita, Let me fſay—Vir dileFifſime, Dies Aternitatis 
cogita.—We were all pleaſed with your laſt Converſa- 
tion. It was hke your Book, and like yourſelf —Re- 
member, my dear Friend, when you are in Company, 
that you have written @ pious Book, and do not invali- 
date all your Exhortations to others, by forgetting them 
in your own Converſation. It is thzs, ah! it is this, 
which deſtroys what we build; confirms People in 
Lukewarmneſs ; and does unſpeakably more Miſchief 
than can be enumerated i in this Letter.“ Let no cor- 
rupt Communication proceed out of your Mouth,” ſays 
St. Paul, but that, which is good to the Uſe of 
edifying, that it may miniſter Grace to the Hearers.” 


The Paper you inquire after is loſt in the immant? 


Barathrum of my looſe Papers. If ever it emerges, 1t 
ſhall be reſtored, —May my Friend's Soul be, not as the 
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preſent State of the Paſtures and Meads, but as a 
watered Garden, whoſe Waters fail not. 


I have peruſed Mr. Witherſpoon's Eſay on imputed 
Righteouſneſs : May we every Day experience that ſanc- 
tifying Efficacy, on which his Diſcourſe turns. © Sanc- 
rify them,” faith our Lord, by thy Truth.” I thank 
you for your Admonition : I will bear it in my Memory; 
and may our divine Maſter enable me to obſerve it ! 
—Oh, for a candid Spirit! It gives Gracefulneſs to 
our Cauſe ; it diminiſhes not the Weight of our Argu- 
ment, and ſurely it does Honour to the Chriſtian 
Character. | 
— Thanks for Mr. Maſon's * Ozes, Poliſhed Per- 
formances ; but not equal, in my Judgment, to his Js, 
or his Monody on Pope. I think, I could point out a 


Defect (or two) in theſe Poems, but nothing defective 


could I diſcern in theſe. Tis Pity but Gratitude to the 
ſupreme Benefactor actuated our Hearts, and guided 
our Pens. The rich Benefits of Memory diſplayed by 
the elegant Mr. Maſon ! and not one Acknowledgment 


to the bleſſed Author of all. The Poet ſhines, me; 


AE" is the Chriſtian F | 
Jam, ever your's, 


James Hervey, 


* Oder on Memory—Independency —Melancholy—and the Fate 
of . | | 
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8 T E R CXXXIX. 
| On various Subjefts, 
My dear Friend, | 


1 Morning I wrote to my Bookſeller, and 
therein told him, that I think he need not be 
much concerned at the ſcurrilous Treatment, which the 
Reviewers have beſtowed on my Edition of Jenks's * 


Meditations. It will injure their own Character, and 


leſſen their own Credit; not depreciate the Works of 
that excellent Man. I do aſſure you, it gives me not 
the leaſt Concern; I do not covet Reputation; I deſire, 
every Day, to be more and more dead to the Honour, 
that cometh. of Men, Tet it is my ſincere Opinion, 
that ſuch very foul and very abuſive Language would 
awaken in the generous Reader a Spirit of Reſentment, 


* Mr. Fenks wis Rector of Harley in Shroz/hire, and Chaplain to 


the Right Honourable the Earl of Bradford. Mr. Herwey, in 1757, 


publiſhed in two Volumes, Octavo, a neat Edition of his Meditation: 
pon various and important Subjeds,'to which he wrote an introductory 
Preface, in which he ſays (ſpeaking of this Work of Mr. 2 
that there is ſcarce any Circumſtance of the Chriſtian Life, hic 

ſolicits the Aſſiſtance of a ſpiritual Phyſician, but may be accommo- 
dated with ſeaſonable and ſuitable Relief from this ample Diſpen- 
ſatory of Edification, Exhortation, and Comfort (See 1 Cor. xiv. z.) 
—Here are (if I may purſue the medicinal Alluſion) Cordials to 


_ cheer the Drooping, Reſtoratives to heal the Back-ſliding ; Stimu- 


latives to quicken the Supine ; with Lenitives to eaſe the Anguiſh of 
Conſcience, and make the Bones which Sin has broken, to rejoice 
(P/alm li, $.)—Neither are we clogged with a tedious Multiplicity 
of Remedies, in any Caſe of Diſtreſs; nor wearied with a dry De- 
tail of all that can be ſaid upon any Point of Inquiry.-Qn the 
contrary, the moſt ſpirited Doctrines, and the moſt ſovereign Con- 
ſolations are both ſkilfully ſelected, and pertinently applied, with 
this well-judged Deſign of improving and exhilarating the Mind, 
without overcharging or burthening the Memory,” 


N As 
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As a Proof I incloſe a Letter from Mr. P—, a very 
ingenious young Clergyman, whom I ſometime ago 
mentioned to you under this Character. The Letter, 
I think, will do him as much Honour as it does me: It 
is fit to appear in Print; but I would on no Account 
take any ſuch Freedom, with a private Epiltle.-—I 
would not have our Friend in London give himſelf any 
Manner of Trouble to prevent any future Inſtances of 
this Kind of Benevolence from the Reviewers. I de- 
pend not on their Favour, but on Him, whom Heaven 
and Earth, and Hell obey. Who conſtrained even 
Balaam to ſay, How ſhall I carſe, whom the Lord 
hath not curſed?” We are all obliged to my dear 
Friend for intereſting himſelf in our Behalf, but, we de- 
fire him not to take the Trouble of writing on Tueſday, 
becauſe it will be too late. The little Cloles are to be 
put up for Sale on Monday, and A— will, I ſuppoſe, 
Ne bid my Brother; yet if diſappointed in this, bleſſed 
be God for a Treaſure in Heaven that faileth not. An 
Inheritance, that is agb ales, not periſhable, but laſting 
as Eternity; ah¹]iloc, not tarniſhed, but free from every 
Circumſtance of Alloy; apaparlwos, not fading, but 
always in the fulleſt, freſheſt Bloom of Perfection, 
Glory, and Joy.— 

Poor Mr. Hunter, I am informed, has almoſt loft his 
Sight, is extremely ill; his Life, it is thought, will 
follow his Sight. Lord, that He and we may ſee by 
Faith the Lord's Chriſt !—Bleſſed be God, in Chriſt 
all Fullneſs dwells, all Fullneſs of Merit and Righteouſ- 
neſs, of Grace and Salvation; and this is for the Un- 
worthy, for Sinners, for © whom ever will;“ there- 
fore, for my dear F riend, and for 


His eyer affectionate, | 
Jams Hunszr. 
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LET TIN EX 
On his epiſtolary Inſolvency. 


| || Weſton, Aug. 12, 175 

Reverind a tha te,” "ON OV 

Received your Favour from Mington, and acknow- 

ledge myſelf indebted to you for a preceding one 
from Scotland. I am both to you,, and to other of my 
worthy Correſpondents, quite an ſolvent ; yet traſt 
my many Infirmities, in Concurrence with your Can- 
dour, will plead my Excuſe. 


J called myſelf an In/olvent ; but I ſhall ere long 
make'one publick Effort to pay from the Preſs, all my 
Debts of an epiſtolary Nature; the Payment, I confeſs, 
will not be in the very ſame Specie, but it will bear the 
ſame Image and Superſcription, not Cz/ar's but Chriſt's: 
This will recommend it to my Correſpondents, and not 
only beſpeak their kind Acceptance of it, but engage 
their cordial Prayers in its Behalf. Do, my dear Sir, 
remember my poor Enterpriſe, when you call upon 
him, who is omnipotent: He can bid the wounded 
come againſt the Fortreſs, and the Lame take the Prey. 
Unleſs He ſuccour, unleſs He ſupport, what can Impo- 
tence itſelf expect, but to miſcarry in the Attempt, and 
be a laughing Stock to the Enemy: But I read (and 
this encearages me) © It is not by Might, nor by 
Strength, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord.” | 

I did not know till your's informed me, that Mr. 2 
was gone to his long, and I truſt to his beppy Home. 
Oh that we, who ſurvive, may have our Affections 
fixed there, where our God and Saviour reſides, whither 
our Friends and Relations are removed, 

I with 


* 
— — — —-— do og root ! 
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I wiſh you and your Wife much Joy in each other, 


but much. more in Chriſt Jeſus. As the Bridegroom 
rejoiceth over the Bride, ſo may the Lord your God 


rejoice over you oth. Let me beg of you to preſent 


my affectionate Salutations to good Mr. G. Aſſure 
him, that my Silence did not proceed from any Indif- 
ference to his Friendſhip, or Diſeſteem for his Work; 
but I was much indiſpoſed. I had nothing to com- 
mimicate, and to have written in ſuch Circumſtances, 
would have been burdenſome to me, and unſerviceable 
to him. My reſpectful Compliments attend Mrs. O— 
your Wife, — yourſelf, and I intreat 382 united 
Prayers for, dear Sir, 


Tour c Friend, and Brother j in \ Chriſt, - 
914 1 * Jauss r ier 


2 I. * incloſed e of ſcriptural en 
are a little Preſent which I make to my People, They 
are intended to be paſted, one at the Beginning, the 
other. at the End of. religious Books. Perhaps ſome of 
your Friends may not diſdain this ſpiritual; Noſegay, 


8 TO faber it is N me the Weg of | 
God. 
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On hs Chavet of Mr. Walker, of Thurs; 21 the Rules 
7 7 his en n and the Charge to them. © 


7 


e 3 
] Was lately nnd at We Hon with a Viſit from * 
Rev. Mr. Walker, of Truro, who is indeed à moſt 


excellent Man, much of a Gentleman, and ſeems well 
to 


usa 3 | 
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to. deſerve: the Character He bears: There is ſomes 
ching in him very engaging, yet very venerable. 
During our Convetſation, I felt 'a Kind of reverentiai 
Awe on my Mind, blended with more than fraternal 
Affection. How old is he? By his Looks he appears 
to be paſt Forty. What a Reproach is it to our Men 
in Power, nay. to the Nation itſelf, that ſo. valuable a 
Perſon ſhould at this Time of Lite, be no more than a 
Country Curate.— But He, good Man! diſtegards the 
Things of thin World. — That Time, which too many of 
his Brethren ſpend, to the Diſgtace of thew Function, 
in worldly Compliances, and hunting after Church Pre- 
ferments, He employs as a faithful Labourer, in the 


Vineyard of Chriſt; and pays all due Obedience to the 


Apoſtles important Injunction * Redeem Time ? 
How would ſome of the primitive Biſhops have ſought 
after a Man of his exemplary Piety; and have given 
him every Mark of their real Eſteem. Sed Jempers 
mutantur, & nos mutamur in lis. | 


I am much pleaſed with the Account of the Religious 
Society at Truro, of which Mr. Walter is the Founder, 
and preſent Director.— Tis an admirable Plan! I 
would have endeavoured (had my Health permitted 
my Attendance) to have formed one of the ſame Find 
at Northampton. I heartily wiſh fo uſeful an Inſtitution - 
was more known, and well eftabliſhed in all the prin- 
cipal Towns in this Kingdom; as I am perſuaded ſuch 
a Society mult be productive of great Good, and in 
ſome Degree revive the drooping Intereſt of Chriſti- 
anity, wherever it was prudently managed. We had 
in this A one ents a religious Aſſembly, of which I 
myſelf was a Member, but no one could be admitted, 
who did not underſtand Greek, as the chief Deſign. of 


* The Rules and Orders of the Afanbh here mentioned, are in- 
ſerted in Vol, I. p. 291=-304. | 


I | that 
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that Meeting was to improve each other in ſcriptural 
Knowledge; and conſequently” could be of little Uſe 


nnen with Mr. Walber's Plan. 


1 have lately read Mr. Wurton's Edition of Virgil, 
and much approve the printing the Latin on one Side, 
and his poetical Tranſlation on the other: He is a 
clever Man, but I think he might have enriched his 


Notes with many more Obſervations on the Beauties 


and maſterly Strokes of the Poet. —-l would not for my 
own Part give a Straw for the moſt accurate Diſputa- 
tions upon a chronological or geographical Nicety ; but 
I would applaud and thank the Critick who will aſſiſt 
me to ſee the Art and Addreſs, to feel the Force and 
Fire, and to enter into the Spirit * wad of ſuch 
an Author As Vril. . M. 


Te; 
Tam, dear Sir, with rear ReſpeR, 
\ Your cblige and very humble Servant. 


IJAuxs Hervey. 


BND OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


